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GR1 specialist Anton Marcus has peace of mind on a Mike de Kock horse. 

Anton Marcus will rely on “De Kock factor” 
SOQRAT heads Mike de Kock’s challenge for Saturday’s Gr1 R2-million Chris Gerber Bidvest Summer Cup and - 

despite easing in the betting - will have big race specialist, Anton Marcus, in the saddle, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

In an exclusive interview yesterday, Marcus said: 

"There's no getting away from the fact that he's got a 

furlong more to cover than in the (1800m) Champions 

Cup. He's still got to get it." 

 

"In that race I used up a lot of petrol on Soqrat on the 

turn, but I made that move because they were  

walking. So you could say he stays 1800m fine." 

 

"What gives me peace of mind and helps me sleep 

well at night is the Mike De Kock factor. If he believes 

he'll get the trip that's the important factor." 

 

Asked if he could pinpoint an outsider in the race, 

Marcus replied: "To be honest I haven't studied the 

form closely, but Queen Supreme might just be the 

best filly in the country. I also think Divine Odyssey 

could go well as he's better off at the weights this time 

with Soqrat." 

 

Barahin is a horse Marcus knows well and he won the 

Jubilee Handicap on the Gimmethegreenlight colt in 

June. "Of the two, I'm quite happy to be on Soqrat." 

 

When jockey Callan Murray decided to cut short his 

stint in Singapore the 22 year-old cited "better oppor-

tunities back home." 

 

That decision has proved the right one as he's ridden 

45 winners this term and on Saturday has a bright 

chance of capturing the big race on Irish-bred filly, 

Queen Supreme. 

 

The four year-old completes of a quintet of runners 

from De Kock’s stable. The many-times champion 

trainer is bidding to win the Cup for the tenth time, last 

successful with the filly Flirtation in 2010. 

 

Queen Supreme ticks a lot of boxes as she bids to 

make it five wins from six starts. She's improving with 

every run, has a low weight of 52 kg and a reasonable 

draw. She has been the subject of sustained support 

in the ante-post market. 
(To page 2) 
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QUEEN Supreme: Hard-galloping improver.  

MARCUS AND CUP (fm p1) 

 

Another Irish-bred runner is Cascapedia who is pre-

sumably in her final season before retiring to stud. The 

mare rates an each-way shout as she's well drawn and 

was noted running on at the finish of the Charity Mile. 

 

Sean Tarry won his race last year with Tilbury Fort and 

the six year-old is back in a bid for a repeat win. The 

gelding didn't run badly last time out, but the pick of 

Sean Tarry's quartet could be his low mileage runner, 

Al Mutawakel. 

 

In the final analysis, my selection is Queen  

Supreme to beat home Soqrat, Al Mutawakel and 

Divine Odyssey. 
 

The sixth race - the Gr 2 Dingaans over 1600m - looks 

an intriguing contest and the betting suggests it rests 

between the top yards of De Kock and Sean Tarry. 

Bookmakers report an avalanche of support for  

Marshall which has resulted in Tarry's runner, Eden 

Roc, drifting to 5-1. 

 

That looks a good price about the Var colt who should 

be cherryripe in his third run after a break. Another with 

each-way claims is Candice Dawson's colt, Promis-

eofamaster, who impressed with his recent win over 

the trip on the Turffontein inside track. 

 

There has been a huge marketing campaign to make 

the Summer Cup a meeting that shouldn't be missed 

and a large crowd is expected at the city track.  -  

courtesy Business Day. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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FLASHBACK to Summer Cup 2012. Wagner (Tiger Ridge) wins for Joe Soma and S’Manga Khumalo.  Khumalo 

rides another outsider in Bize for Alec Laird this year. 

Tellytrack panel’s notes for Turffontein’s big-race card 
TOP racing personalities came up with some interesting insights regarding Gauteng Chris Gerber Summer Cup 

day on Saturday at Turffontein in the DSTV panel discussion on Wednesday evening.  

The panel comprised  Dom Zaki (DZ), Gaby Soma (GS), 

Gavin Lerena (GL), Sean Tarry (ST), Gavin van Zyl (GVZ), 

and Mike de Kock (MDK), and was hosted by Clyde 

Basel.  

 

Race 1 Maiden (F&M) 1400m 

 

MDK: “Acorn Alley has a lot to do. I’m surprised she’s 

so short in the betting” 

ST:  “Temenee was green on debut. She may need the 

experience but will be thereabouts” 

GL: “The first timer Sovereignty gives me a nice feel but 

may need it”  

 

Race 2 Rudra Maiden Plate 

 

DZ: “Viper Jet opened 4-1 and is now 22-10. He was 

never a 4-1 shot. Mohican is the obvious danger” 

GS: “Box 4 5 10 and 15 for the quartet as many times 

as you like” 

 

Race 3 Metro FM Maiden Plate 

 

GS: “Bellagio King has been gelded and is the one to 

beat” 

DZ: “Amandla is the dark horse and will be running on” 

 

Race 4 Magnolia Handicap (Grade 3) 

 

ST: “Green Plains is in good order, and will be competi-

tive. Don’t discount Desert Rhythm” 

GL: “Dancing Queen moved up well last time, and will 

be cherry ripe on Saturday, but i’m not happy with my 

draw” 

 

Race 5 New Turf Carriers Merchants (Grade 2) 

 

ST: “Mardi Gras has his first run for me. He has a 

chance but I’m not bullish. Warrior’s Rest’s work is 

very good” 

GS: “The most difficult race on the card. Gimme A 

Wave is the one to beat” 

DZ: “Wide open but I like Van Halen to run a huge 

race” 

GL: “Prince Of Kahal has the will to win”  

 

Race 6 TAB/Betting World Dingaans (Grade 2) 

 

MDK: “Frosted Gold has proved he can run. Marshall is 

a big scopey horse with a nice pedigree. He   (to p6) 
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HERE is Betting World’s latest Summer Cup betting: 

 

28-10 (5-2) SOQRAT,  

3-1 (28-10) Barahin 

7-1 (13-2) (7-2) Queen Supreme 

12-1 (14—1) (12-1) Roy Had Enough 

14-1 ((12-1) (10-1) Cascapedia, 16-1 (25-1) Al  

Mutawakel 

16-1 Ataayeb, (14-1) Zillzaal 

20-1 (16-1) Tilbury Fort, (22-1) Divine Odyssey, Dawn 

Assault  

25-1 (20-1) (16-1) Green Haze; (28-1) Infamous Fox 

40-1 (50-1) Flying Winger 

50-1 (80-1) Camphoratus, Marchingontogether, Bize 

Betting 66-01 and upwards the rest. 

TUIRFFONTEIN ON SUMMER CUP DAY 
 

DAVID MOLLETT SELECTS: 

 

1st Race: (15) Sovereignty (11) Acorn Alley (4) Than-

dekhile (13) Aztec 

2nd Race: (15) Viper Jet (10) Mohican (1) Dogliotti (5) 

Afraad 

3rd Race: (3) Bellagio King (14) Tuscan Light (5) Magic 

Vision (4) Blue Flute 

4th Race: (15) True To Life (5) Pool Party (1) Green 

Plains (6) Singforafa 

5th Race: (10) Wynkelder (7) William The Silent (2) Van 

Halen (8) Sir Frenchie 

6th Race: (1) Eden Roc (2) Frosted Gold (3) Promis-

eofamaster (10) Marshall 

7th Race: (14) Queen Supreme (1) Soqrat (20) Al Muta-

wakel (7) Divine Odyssey 

8th Race: (11) Wisteria Walk (10) Mill Queen (2) Vistula 

(5) In The Dance 

9th Race: (5) Factor Fifty (3) Flichity By Farr (2) Ali Bon 

Dubai (1) Noble Secret 

10th Race: (10) Two Of Us (2) Kings Archer (9) Sell High 

(8) Jagesa Jagesa 

11th Race: (3) Capitiana (9) Phillydelphia (6) Moggie 

Brown (5) Celestial Fire 

12th Race: (12) Seven Seas (7) Always Red (4) Jetorio 

(3) Green Dragon 

 

CHARL PRETORIUS SELECTS 

 

Summer Cup 

(2) Barahin (1) Soqrat (14) Queen Supreme (20) Al  

Mutawakel 

PANEL’S TIPS (fm p4) 

 

has his issues but a very smart horse.  

ST: “Eden Roc needed his last two and is a big run-

ner. For me John Hancock could be the lurker” 

DZ: “Eden Roc is my best bet of the day. He is an out-

standing each way bet at 5-1” 

 

Race 7 Gauteng Chris Gerber Summer Cup (Grade 1) 

 

MDK: “Soqrat is a genuine Grade 1 horse. He still has 

to get the 2000m at Turffontein, which is a question 

mark. Barahin reminds me a lot of Rudra. He gets the 

trip, and may be best on a soft track. Cascapedia is 

well in at the weights, and always has a chance. 

Atyaab probably wants further, but is in good form. 

Queen Supreme is under sufferance, but I don’t need 

to protect her rating any longer. Now we need to see 

if she’s up to Grade 1 level.” 

ST: “Gelding has helped Zillzaal, and two of my three 

winners of this race Aslan and Liege have come into it 

off a flat run like he has. Tilbury Fort has 53kg, and 

we think is back to best. He will be running on. I am 

leaning towards Al Mutawakel of my four –  he took 

off in the final furlong of the Victory Moon – but they 

are quite closely matched.”  

GS: “Barahin was impressive last time, and I make 

him the horse to beat. For the quartet float 1 and 2 

with 11 14 and 20” 

DZ: “Barahin is my first choice. Soqrat, Queen Su-

preme and Cascapedia to follow. Mike (De Kock) has 

a very strong hand.”  

 

Race 8 WSB Ipi Tombe Challenge (Grade 2) 

 

ST: “In The Dance is a very good filly. She’ll run well 

and will be thereabouts.” 

GS: “In The Dance is the one to beat. Dangers are 

Schippers and Vistula” 

DZ: “I don’t like the three year old form. I’m also in 

the camp of In The Dance” 

 

Race 9 RA Handicap (Listed) 

 

MDK: “Noble Secret has had a breathing issue, and 

has been a bit disappointing, but our staying ranks 

are thin”  - TAB News. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

MANY equine greats have raced at Turffontein Racecourse, 

home of the Summer Cup, down the decades but none  

deserve the title “King of Turffontein” more than George Azzie

-trained Elevation. This long-striding chestnut is one of only 

two horses to have won the Summer Handicap three years 

running. The first was Java (1956-58) and Elevation followed 

in his footsteps nearly 20 years later. He won the race from 

1972 to 1974, the first three years in which the race was run 

as the Holiday Inns. The conditions of the race were changed 

in 1974, and Elevation found himself with 60,5kg to shoul-

der, a task which most pundits reckoned was beyond him. 

Elevation made light of the weight in the race itself and 

stormed through from behind to beat Queen Of All, to whom 

he was conceding 11,5kg, by 1.50 lengths. He was retired to 

stud soon afterwards and proved a great success as a sire. 

He won the South African Sires Championship in the 1984-85 

season, one of only two SA-bred horses to do so in the 20th 

century. (Thanks Robert Garner). 

Equine King Of the Summer Cup 

We give thanks and we hope... 

YESTERDAY was Thanksgiving in the United States – not  

always sure who they thank and what for, it’s just another  

Turkey and booze occasion, but let us in South Africa give 

thanks today, and this weekend, that we still have racing and 

that things may well look brighter this time next year. Cheers! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

