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BRIDGET and the late Chris Gerber. 

Why Chris Gerber’s legacy will be honoured 

PERHAPS an anecdote that best epitomises the quality of Chris Gerber, happened at Mike de Kock’s Christmas 

lunch a few years ago, writes JACK MILNER. 

Chris, journalist Dave Mollett and I were sitting togeth-

er, and as Molly shuffled to the table, Chris asked 

what was wrong. Molly described the challenges he 

was having with his knees but pointed out that as he 

was not on a medical aid, he lacked the funds to have 

the necessary surgery.  

 

In a flash Chris said: “You’ve got the money. Raise 

what you can and I’ll make up whatever the shortfall.” 

 

When I relayed this to Jonny Gerber, Chris’ brother, he 

remarked that at the funeral so many people came up 

to him with similar stories.  

 

Chris was a man with a heart, and his death from a 

heart attack as a result of contracting malaria last 
year at just 53 years old, was a blow to the racing 

world and a loss to humanity, because he still had so 

much to give. 

 

Among the tributes was one from Mark Currie, joint 

chairman of Kenilworth Racing, who knew Chris well. 

“He was particularly passionate about the administra-

tion of the racing industry and never wanted anything 

for himself. He gave much more to racing than he ever 

took out. He even donated his director’s fees to the 

Highveld Horse Care Unit. 

 

“His love and passion for horses was quite remarka-

ble. There are many people in the racing industry who 

can learn from the great example Chris set.” 

 

The Summer Cup was always a race close to Chris’ 

heart for a number of reasons. The first is  (to page 2) 
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CHRIS Gerber with Dr Bennie van der Merwe. 

CHRIS GERBER (fm p1) 

 

that he won it twice, the first time in 2006 with Malteme 

and again in 2008 with Rudra. After Rudra’s victory, Chris 

asked for Bridget’s hand in marriage.  

 

“A few hours after the race we were in the ‘Fun Box’ at 

Turffontein and Chris turned to me and said ‘let’s get  

married’,” said Bridget.   

 

“Late into the night we all went off to the Jolly Roger in 

Parkhurst and I told him if he wanted to retract his offer, he 

could. He said ‘no’, and we were engaged. 

 

“We actually took the Summer Cup trophy, the one that’s 

supposed to stay at Turffontein, to the Jolly Roger.” 

 

While he enjoyed his personal interest in his horses, Bridget 

said Chris always had the bigger picture of racing in mind. 

“Even when he lay on the couch watching Tellytrack, he 

would respond to any criticism by saying, ‘I’m not watching 

TV, I’m working’.” 

 

Explaining the way Chris viewed people, Bridget recalled: 

“He used to play golf at Wanderers on a Thursday and one 

day someone asked if he could join them. Chris said yes, 

and when his secretary asked if he had looked at the man’s 

low handicap, Chris replied, ‘it’s not about the handicap, it’s 

about the character of the man’.” 

 

When one met him, Chris always had this naughty smile on 

his face as if he was contemplating what prank he should 

play on you. Jonny speaks about his “Chrisms”, certain ex-

pressions and sayings that were exclusively his 

and characterised his unique sense of humour.    

 

He was born into a rugby family, with his 

dad, Mickey Gerber, a former Springbok. But 

racing was Chris’ first love. He had horses in 

training all over the country, most of which 

were trained in Gauteng by Alec Laird.   
 

His best horse was Rainbow Bridge, trained in 

Cape Town by Eric Sands, but sadly he did not 

get to see his runner win the Sun Met this year.  

 

In 2003 he teamed up with veterinarian Bennie 

van der Merwe to start Moutonshoek stud farm 

which stands sires Mambo In Seattle and March-

field, among others. 

 

He attended King Edward VII School in Johannes-

burg, completed an undergraduate degree at 

Stellenbosch and completed his post-grad stud-

ies at UCT to become a chartered accountant. He 

described himself as being in the fuel retail busi-

ness called PEG which he ran with two partners.  

 

Chris had four children, Josie, Catie, Georgie and 

Matthew. Josie, 21, will be graduating from Stel-

lenbosch with a degree in Industrial Engineering, 

Catie, 19, is at UCT studying politics, philosophy 

and economics, Georgie will be going into matric 

at DSG Grahamstown while nine-year-old Mat-

thew is in Grade 3. The three girls will all be at-

tending the Summer Cup.  

 

Jonny is a founder of the TAG Foundation, an 

organisation that provides opportunities to com-

petent learners from financially challenged back-

grounds, who have the making of influential lead-

ers. Their alma mater, King Edwards, is the 

school the leaners attend. Jonny describes Chris 

as the gift that never stopped giving.  

 

“He was our biggest supporter, our biggest bene-

factor and he was so proud of what we were do-

ing,” Jonny said.  

 

When he queried that generosity, Chris replied: “I 

am just repaying a debt. You have no idea just 

what this place means to me and what it did for 

me. It was the making of me.”  

 

Chris has been gone from us for just over a year 

but at least, by attaching his name to this histori-

cal race, his legacy to the sport he loved will not 

be lost.  - TAB News. 
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RUSSET Air in the winner’s enclosure after last Saturday’s Gr2 Cape Merchants. The connections are Karen 

Norman and Marsh Shirtliff (left), Troy Finch and Candice Bass-Robinson (right), and Mark Bass at the back. “He 

gives you the impression that he is looking for a bit further but he is best up the straight,” said Candice. Lam-

merskraal-bred Russet Air is by What A Winter from erstwhile SA Oaks winner Icy Air, by Jallad. (Wayne Marks). 

A platform to air your thoughts and grievances 

TO all RA members, owners, trainers, jockeys, breeders, employees and any interested parties. Please come to 

the Kenilworth Room at the racetrack at 6pm Monday 9 December 2019! 

The co-chairmen of Kenilworth Racing, Robert  

Bloomberg and Mark Currie, together with director and 

COO, Faeeza Heuwel, will be present in order to ad-

dress the Agenda and to answers questions that many 

will undoubtedly have pertaining to the Company. 

  

Agenda: 

-Demerger history 

-Financial affairs 

-Properties 

-Management issues 

-Stakes, Turnovers & Sponsorships 

-General matters 

We believe that such a meeting will be pro-active, 

transparent and productive and will hopefully engen-

der confidence in and support of Kenilworth Racing. 

We trust that this platform and forum will be utilized 

in a constructive and mature manner for the better-

ment of our racing both locally and nationally. We look 

forward to meeting with you. —Issued by Robert 

Bloomberg, for and on behalf of the Kenilworth  

Racing Board 

Get to a racetrack near you! 

JUST a reminder that our racetracks still attract their 

share of beautiful people, like Jodie Loubser (left) and 

Jo Campher, seen at Kenilworth last Saturday. Get to 

your  nearest track this week! 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO editor@turftalk.co.za 
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Tellytrack wins court battle over copyright 
THE Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) upheld an appeal against an order of the KwaZulu-Natal Division of the High 

Court, Durban. 

The appeal was lodged by Tellytrack, a partnership 

between Phumelela Gaming and Leisure Limited, 

Gold Circle (Pty) Ltd and Kenilworth Racing (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In the court below, as in the SCA, Tellytrack claimed 

that Marshalls World of Sport (Pty) Ltd and six other 

respondents, who all run bookmakers businesses, 

infringed Tellytrack’s copyright in cinematograph 

films by allowing the viewing by the public at their 

places of business live national and international 

horse racing events, on Tellytrack’s DSTV channel 

239. 

 

In denying infringement of copyright, the respondents 

submitted that what was being shown on the Tel-

lytrack channel was not a cinematograph film, but a 

broadcast.  

 

The respondents further contended that the images 

shown on channel 239 were not fixated or stored, 

inter alia, on film or any other material of data, and 

therefore did not satisfy the definition of a cinemato-

graph film in terms of s 1 of the Copyright Act 98 of 

1978. They contended that what Tellytrack was dis-

playing on its channel, was a live broadcast, which 

had not been stored. 

 

In determining whether what Tellytrack was display-

ing on its channel was a cinematograph film, the 

court considered the work done by Tellytrack’s em-

ployees before the live races were viewed by the pub-

lic on channel 239. 

 

It found that the images from the race events were 

recorded on more than one occasion to allow for the 

adding of enhancements like audio and graphics. 

 

The court found that what the bookmakers allowed 

the public to view at its business premises on the 

Tellytrack channel were: 

‘[A] sequence of images seen as a moving picture con-

stituting in the main horse racing events. Those images 

and others, including those of studio interviews and the 

overlay of all the items imposed by way of the computer 

program, have indisputably been reduced to material 

form by way of the recordings on the aforesaid  

occasions.  

 

First, in relation to domestic races, two recordings were 

made at the OB van, second at the Tellytrack control 

room. In respect of international races, the recording is 

made of the complete product, including enhance-

ments, at the Tellytrack control room. What is seen on 

channel 239 is what has already been recorded and 

stored at the OB van and the Tellytrack control room. At 

the time that a race event is seen on channel 239 is 

has already been recorded and stored. . . .’ 

 

The SCA found that there had been an infringement of 

copyright and the appeal was consequently upheld with 

costs, including the costs consequent upon the employ-

ment of two counsel and the order of the court below 

was set and substituted with an appropriate order.  - 

Phumelela Media release. 

Phoenix rises, denies claims 
 

PHOENIX Thoroughbreds have strongly refuted claims of 

wrongdoing emanating from testimony in a US court. 

 

Racing Post reported on Sunday that Phoenix  

Thoroughbreds owner Amer Abdulaziz Salman is 
alleged to have stolen €100 million (A$162m) 

from the fake cryptocurrency OneCoin. 
 

“Phoenix Fund Investments LLC categorically denies all 

allegations made against it and its owner, Amer Ab-

dulaziz, in legal proceedings against OneCoin and its 

conspirators in the US,” read the statement released via 

Twitter on Monday. 

 

“Phoenix Fund Investments LLC believes that the firm 

and Amer Abdulalziz have acted according to the law at 

all times, and will vigorously contest all allegations of 

wrongdoing. Phoenix Fund Investments LLC will full co-

operate with relevant authorities should they require 

any assistance. 

 

Phoenix Thoroughbreds have won races at Royal Ascot 

with Signora Cabello (2018 Queen Mary Stakes) and 

Advertise (2019 Commonwealth Cup). The group won 

their first Australian Group 1 race with Loving Gaby in 

the Manikato Stakes (1200m) at Mooneey Valley on 

October 26. 

                                                              - from Racing.com 
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

CORRECTION TO KAPIL STORY 
 

PLEASE note a correction to our piece on the retired Kapil 

yesterday. He was owned by Mike Fullard and James Drew 

and retired to a caring facility by his owners, also by Craig and 

Amanda Carey and Cheryl Gabler. 

Finchie’s World… paardie on! 

WE haven’t published “Finchwatch” for a while, but here’s 

Brian again, rubbing shoulders with celebs at the recent Peter 

O Sullevan Awards Lunch at the Dorchester in London. He’s 

with what he describes as the ‘lovely, effervescent’ Khadijah 

Mellah (and son),  the first female jockey to wear a hijab on a 

British racecourse, and win in one—when she steered  

Haverland to victory in the Magnolia Cup at Goodwood earlier 

this year. 

FROM racing’s Golden Era, here is jockey Johnny McCreedy 

and trainer Brian Cherry, good friends always, both passed. 

“Mr Mac used to start at 3am every morning and had a groom 

clean his car with a tooth brush!” noted Frank Robinson. 

Perfectionists from the golden era 
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