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TRACK COMMANDER, a bull of a horse. 

Tarry outlays R2,4-million on top colt at R2R 
MULTIPLE champion trainer, Sean Tarry, always looks to the future and he'll be hoping he's found another top-

class performer in two year-old, Track Commander, who made top price of R2,4 million at the CTS Ready-To-Run 

Sale at Durbanville racecourse on Friday night. 

Consigned by Soetendal Estate (as agent), the Gimme-

thegreenlight colt is the first produce of the Horse 

Chestnut mare, Cherry Orchard. She is a half-sister to 

the Gr 2 winner, Red Dor. 

Andrew Miller was on the rostrum to take Tarry's final 

bid and it took the Randjesfontein trainer's purchases 

to five with an outlay of R3,57 million. 

 
(To page 2) 
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TARRY AND SALES (fm p1) 

 
Close behind Tarry in the buyers list was bloodstock 

consultant, John Freeman, who bought eight lots for a 

total of R3,2 million. 

 

The top lot ensured Gimmethegreenlight, the first three

-year old in 40 years to win the Queen's Plate and sire 

of recent Australian winner Surcharge, emerged lead-

ing sire with 13 of his progeny averaging R359230. 

 

Deceased champion sire, Captain Al, was represented 

by just two lots and the duo sold for an average of 

R690000. Querari was represented by 12 lots and 

they returned an average of R107272. 

 

Given the tough economic climate, Cape Thoroughbred 

Sales will be happy enough with the turnover with 136 

of the 162 lots offered grossing R23,13 million at an 

average of R170111. The average at the recent Ready-

To-Run Sale at Germiston was R128125. 

 

Julia Pilbeam's Soetendal Estate were certain to 

emerge top vendors with their large draft and the  

Wellington-based operation sold 34 lots for R8,59 mil-

lion at an average of R252647. 

 

One of the lots offered by Soetendal as agent for Stone 

Hill Stud was a Var filly out of the five-time winner, Pure 

Power. An early foal, she was the top female on the 

sale and was knocked down to Vermaak Equine for 

R475000. 

 

Leading owner Chris Van Niekerk, chairman of CTS, is 

always a major player at sales countrywide and his 

Rainbow Beach Trading operation secured seven lots 

for R1,4 million. 

 

The next CTS sale is the 10th anniversary of the Cape 

Premier Yearling Sale scheduled to be held at the Cape 

Town International Convention Centre on January 16. 

 

* Meanwhile, tributes continue to pour in on social 

media following the passing of legendary trainer, Ter-

rance Millard, who passed away last week at the age of 

89. 

 

Though the word "Legend" is overused, it certainly ap-

plies to Millard who won over 2500 races, 117 Gr 1 

events and six Durban July's. 

 

Tellytrack presenter, Stan Elley, made an interesting 

observation on Saturday when he stated he felt Mil-

lard's greatest feat was winning the Gr 1 Paddock 

Stakes 16 times. "To win that race so many times is 

mind-boggling," said Elley. 

 

The Sporting Post headed their editorial by saying 

"South Africa is mourning the passing of our greatest 

trainer of the 20th century." 

 

Another website comment stated: "Mr Millard was a 

magician. So many good horses became great horses 

under his tenure."  - tt. 

CAPTAIN AL’s Lot 123: R1,1-million. 

OWNER Suzette Viljoen was visibly excited running 

around the stables and near the auction ring at the 

CTS Ready To Run Sale. She was a leading buyer with 

seven lots secured for R1,1-million. Her highest price 

paid was R350,000 for a Trippi filly raised at  

Normandy Stud. 
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KING Of Gems (middle) fractured his jaw a fortnight before winning the Concorde Cup. (Wayne Marks). 

King Of Gems had some help from the Tooth Fairy 

KING Of Gems (55-1) produced a powerful finish to cause a major upset in the Grade 2 Concorde Cup over 

1600m at Kenilworth on Saturday. Satchdev (9-2) finished second ahead of Macthief (8-1) and Viva Rio (5-1). 

King Of Gems turned for home near last of 11 runners, 

but weaved through traffic and stormed home to win 

going away by a long neck. “That was super impres-

sive. The way King Of Gems finished was something 

special,” commented trainer Brett Crawford, who’d 

leaned marginally towards the better-drawn Macthief, 

pre-race. 

 

Also well worth noting is that King Of Gems fractured 

his jaw just two weeks ago and was not certain to run, 

but he’d shown such a speedy and full recovery that 

Crawford left him in the race. 

 

The trainer explained: “King Of Gems got one of his 

incisor teeth caught on what must have been some-

thing in his stable and when he pulled away to free 

himself he fractured his jaw.  

 

“We were worried that he’d be out for a while and miss 

the race, but Dr. Arnold Mahne gave us his advice and 

expertise. He took King Of Gems away two Sundays 

ago, and attached a wire from the incisor tooth on one 

side to the one on the other side (see photo, right). 

This pulled his jaw into a position to help with the  

healing process and it sure healed beautifully. Horses 

are wonderful, so resilient! 

 

“I thought that King Of Gems wouldn’t eat for a while, 

but he started eating the moment he came back that 

Sunday afternoon. He didn’t leave a cube and kept 

eating well in the days that followed. So he was fine to 

race and we are very pleased with Dr Mahne’s service, 

and for Drakenstein Stud with their win.” 

King Of Gems is a son of Kingsbarns, a potentially out-

standing stallion by Galileo who died at Drakenstein in 

2018. Only eight at the time of his death, Kingsbarns 

left behind a very small first crop, due to well docu-

mented fertility issues, but he has made a considera-

ble impact with that first crop.  

 

As a racehorse Kingsbarns was an unbeaten Gr1 win-

ner at two – like such top sires as Frankel and Teofilo. 

He has another small crop of two-year-olds set to rep-

resent him this season, with his juveniles including a 

filly out of a mare of Rock Of Gibraltar – the sire of 

Kingsbarns’ talented half-sister Sweeter Still.  King Of 

Gems himself looks set to be a serious player in next 

month’s Cape Guineas..—- tt. 
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DONNACHA O’Brien will join the trainers’ ranks. (RTE) 

Another top O’Brien retires from saddle to train  

MULTIPLE Group One-winning jockey Donnacha O'Brien has announced his retirement from the saddle to  

embark on a training career, following his world famous father Aidan and up-and-coming  older brother, Joseph. 

The 21-year-old was crowned Irish champion jockey 

this year, defending the title he first secured 12 

months ago, and bows out with 10 top-level wins to his 

name. 

 

O'Brien's final Group One success came aboard  

Magical in the Champion Stakes at Ascot in October. 

 

In a statement on Twitter, he said: "After thinking about 

things for a while, I have decided to concentrate on 

training next year. 

 

"Riding has been very good to me and I owe everything 

to the people around me. 

 

"I want to give special thanks to the Magnier, Smith 

and Tabor families, along with my own family, for all 

their support. 

 

"I look forward to training a small group of horses next 

year and will hopefully build from there." 

 

O'Brien rode his first Group One winner aboard Intri-

cately, trained by Joseph O’Brien, in the 2016 Moy-

glare Stud Stakes and he secured three Classic wins 

last year. 

 

He partnered Saxon Warrior to win the 2000 Guineas 

for Aidan O’Brien, before the pair again struck gold 

with Forever Together in the Investec Oaks at Epsom in 

June. 

The rider then steered Latrobe to win the Irish Derby 

for his brother later that month, while Magna Grecia 

gave O'Brien what was to be his final Classic success 

in this year's 2000 Guineas back in May. 

 

Donnacha followed in the footsteps of Joseph, by win-

ning the Flat jockeys' championship for a second time. 

He now his training establishment is already set up in 

Longfield, County Tipperary.—RTE. 

ACE US jockey Corey Nakatani (49), who has not rid-

den since August 2018 owing to severe back injuries, 

on Saturday made official what had long been  

assumed, that he will not ride again. Nakatani – in a 

press release distributed by his son, Matt, a jockey 

agent – announced that he was retiring, ending a 30-

year career that saw him win 3,909 races in North 

America, including 10 in the Breeders’ Cup, all while 

competing year-round against what was a deep jockey 

colony based in Southern California that produced 

numerous members of the Hall of Fame. 

COREY Nakatani. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

WELL done to Oscar Foulkes of Normandy Stud and his team 

for organising the first BMX Shoot out between some of South 

Africa's best jockeys and the Songo BMX Riders at Kenilworth 

last Saturday. There were tons of thrills and spills and all in 

the name of charity, and the Songo kids ended up beating the 

jockeys by 7 wins to 3, though “King Richard” Fourie, the 

great all-rounder, was the leading individual in the contest. 

Tons of thrills for charity  

Former champ, well looked after 

SEE how nice former track star Kapil looks in the paddocks at 

a farm managed by Vitaline’s Elna Lategan. The son of Jallad 

won internationally—the Listed Zabeel Mile in Dubai and he 

was placed third to Linngari in the then Gr2 Al Fahidi Fort. At 

the top he is with Pablo, his Shetland Pony friend, and at the 

bottom with his new friend Hunters Col Custard Flyer, an  

Appoaloosa Sports Horse. Kapil was owned by Mike Fullard 

and James Drew, retired by Craig and Amanda Carey and 

Cheryl Gabler. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

