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ANDREW Miller on the auctioneer’s podium. He really isn’t that serious a person at all! (Brent Abrahams). 

Auctioneer Miller is hopeful of big prices 
FORMER US President, J F Kennedy, is responsible for one of the most famous quotes. He said: "Ask not what 

your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country," writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

In this regard, the family of Andrew Miller - now  

resident in Durban - can be proud they have made 

their contribution to South Africa over close to four 

decades. 

 

Andrew Miller has been a successful auctioneer for 37 

years and owns his own auction company in Durban. 

His son, David, is a middle order batsman for the  

Proteas and is likely to play in the forthcoming series 

against England. 

 

The 30 year-old has had eight seasons with Kings X1 

Punjab in the IPL, but will not be returning next year. 

Still, his bank balance must be pretty healthy. 

 

Durbanville racecourse is the venue on Friday for the 

2019 CTS Ready-To-Run Sale and Andrew Miller will 

be on the rostrum - along with Graeme Hawkins - for 

his second bloodstock sale in three weeks. The duo 

were the auctioneers for the Emperors Palace Ready-

To-Run Sale at Germiston on November 3. 

 

That sale resulted in a decline in both aggregate and 

average so the question to Miller is an obvious one - 

will the drop at Germiston be a factor at this week's 

CTS sale? 

Miller responded: "The BSA sale was generally tough 

for vendors as has been the case with most other 

sales this year. It is an indicator of the tough economy 

we find ourselves in. However, the CTS does present 

a strong catalogue and - in my experience - there al-

ways seems to be good money for good horses like 

we found at Germiston. We are hoping for  (to page 2) 
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ANDREW MILLER (fm p 1) 

 

a strong result." 

 

There is a wider range of vendors than in previous 

years - does Miller see this as a plus? "Yes, it means 

greater variety for buyers and different vendors also 

attracts different buyers." 

 

In contrast to Germiston where only one lot made over 

a million, does he see a few of Friday's 169 lots mak-

ing over seven figures? "I'm excited about the cata-

logue, but best not to count chickens before they've 

hatched. I would say I'm hopeful of a few big prices." 

"Also, there are some attractive short-term incentives 

for buyers with the first three juvenile stakes winners 

off the sale getting a R250000 bonus," he added. 

 

Some of the lots Andrew Miller is carded to sell in-

clude half-brothers to Via Africa and Coral Fever as 

well as a half-sister to Gr 1 winner, Guiness. Soetendal 

Estate (as agent) are offering a half-brother to 10-time 

winner, Via Africa by What A Winter, while Beaumont 

Stud have named the half-brother to Coral Fever by 

Jackson, Jackie Chan. 

 

"Of course, the great advantage of a Ready-To-Run 

Sale is that you can see them move at the gallops the 

morning before the sale," concluded Miller. 

 

Experts will be trying to pick a bargain buy like Cirillo 

who was bought by leading owner, Chris Van Niekerk, 

for just R60000.  - tt 

LOT 35: Louis Gem. 

A wonderful variety in  

Sorrento’s best ever draft 

TERRY and Anabel Andrews of Sorrento Stud don’t  

normally take a large draft of foals to auctions, but they 

had no choice when penciling in their two-year-olds for 

the CTS Ready To Run Sale this Friday – their group is 

so strong that 21 of them made the cut! 

 

“We’ve never brought so many to a sale and we are 

super excited,” said Terry Andrews, who has long raved 

about the offspring of the farm’s resident stallion, Louis 

The King. “They’re horses of class and substance and I 

hope the market responds this year. We’re looking for a 

good sale.” 

 

Sorrento’s five Louis The King two-year-olds include Lot 

35, a “very smart” filly name Louis Gem, bred from the 

Fort Wood mare Hope Downs. “I’ve prepared horses 

here like Big City Life and Elusive Trader, this filly is one 

of the best that’s gone through my hands. She can go 

in, race and win tomorrow,” Andrews assessed. 

 

Lot 54 is Dawn Of A New Era, a Louis The King colt 

from a mare by Trippi. His half brother Mitra Music ran 

a place in Hong Kong this week, he hails from the fami-

ly of Val de Ra. 

 

Lot 127 is a Louis The King colt from a Counter Action 

mare named World So High. He is a half brother to last 

season’s Listed winner What You Are, who is training 

on into a smart sort. “He’s got classic looks,” said An-

drews. 
(To page 4) 

Internationals Races in Hong Kong 
 

ALMOND Eye is among a stellar line-up of 50 horses 

selected for the HK$93 million LONGINES Hong Kong 

International Races at Sha Tin Sunday, 8 December. 

 

Japan’s superstar filly is just one of the 26 G1 winners 

set to compete and the headliner among a brilliantly-

talented contingent of 24 overseas raiders aiming at 

this year’s “Turf World Championships”. 

 

The LONGINES HKIR is the sport’s global year-end 

Group 1 extravaganza and features the HK$28 million 

LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (2000m), the HK$25 mil-

lion LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (1600m), the HK$20 

million LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint (1200m) and the 

HK$20 million LONGINES Hong Kong Vase (2400m). 

To page 4 
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SORRENTO’S DRAFT (fm p2) 

 
Vercingetorix is on everyone’s lips and Andrew reckons he 

has a special one in Lot 156. She’s a daughter of Calais, 

by Badger Land, from the family of Even The Wind and 

Forest Fantasy and he commented: “She has a superb 

action, a filly that will go places.” 

 

Lot 85 is a beautiful dark bay son of Soft Falling Rain from 

Qin Wei, by Western Winter, from the potent family of 

Monyela, Cork Wood, Horse Chestnut et al. “He’s impres-

sive, my son Anthony rides our two-year-olds in work for us 

and his reports on this one has been good. He has an elas-

tic action.” 

 

Also worth noting is Lot 144, a Pomodoro filly from a mare 

by Trippi, said to have a ”beautiful big stride.” She is well 

related coming from the family of Roman Eagle and Kiss 

Me Quick.” 

 

Andrews concluded: “We really have a nice variety on offer 

at this sale, perhaps the best we’ve had, and we’re really 

proud. We invite buyers to visit us at the sale to see for 

themselves.”  - tt. 

Lot 156: Vercingetorix filly. 

HONG KONG RACES (fm p2) 

 

Almond Eye is one of 11 in a powerful cohort from 

Japan, which also features crack milers Indy 

Champ, Normcore and Admire Mars, this year’s 

classic heroine Loves Only You and further star 

fillies Lucky Lilac and the talented globe-trotter 

Deirdre, as well as G1 FWD QEII Cup (2000m) vic-

tor Win Bright. 

 

The exciting fields for the four Group 1 features 

also include big-name Europeans: the six-strong 

Irish party includes G1 Irish Champion Stakes and 

G1 Champion Stakes heroine Magical – another 

outstanding filly on the world stage – who is set to 

lock horns with Almond Eye in what promises to be 

an enthralling Hong Kong Cup clash. 

 

Magical’s G1-winning stable mates Circus Maxi-

mus, Magic Wand and Anthony Van Dyck are also 

among the event’s selected runners – the last-

named is set to become the first winner of the 

Derby at Epsom to compete at the LONGINES 

HKIR. G1 Preis von Europa winner Aspetar is one 

of four challengers from Britain, while France has 

two high-class selected runners including Edisa, 

winner of the Jockey Club Oaks Invitational at Bel-

mont Park in New York. 

 

Australian representation comes in the form of the 

speedy mare In Her Time, a two-time G1 winner 

and third in the recent G1 Darley Sprint Classic 

(1200m). 

 

A strong Hong Kong team is headed by estab-

lished G1 big guns Beauty Generation and Exult-

ant, and the exhilarating rising star sprinter  

Aethero.— HKJC. 
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MIKE Robinson with Happy Wanderer. (Wayne Marks). 

Watch the ones with top jockeys on board! 
SMALL-time owner/breeder Wendy Hartley has enjoyed a lot of pleasure from her mare, Graphic Design, who 

won three races for Robbie Sage and wasn’t really destined for the broodmare barn, until she was tried anyway. 

Graphic Design produced a winner in Master Design 

and on Wednesday put another winner to her name 

when Happy Wanderer won Race 2, 1200m at Kenil-

worth for Mike Robinson and Bernard Fayd’Herbe. 

 

“Happy Wanderer is by Pathfork and they are not that 

easy to name,” Hartley told Turf Talk. “Graphic Design 

foaled down at Sorrento Stud and whenever I visited 

the mare and her foal, the youngster would break 

away and run around the paddock on his own – a real 

wanderer, so that’s why I named him Happy Wander-

er.” 

 

Racing hack and jockey’s agent Ken Nicol, who 

books rides for Bernard Fayd’Herbe, spotted Hap-

py Wanderer in the nominations and Fayd’Herbe 

took the time to come and work him at Philippi. 
 

Robinson said: “Bernard was impressed with his work, 

it’s nice to have a top jock give an opinion. He thought 

that, on his work and previous form, Happy Wanderer 

would go close.  

 

“Happy Wanderer ran out two nice places and looked 

about ready to win, but he had to be gelded after a 

disappointing run at Durbanville. He was haemo-

concentrating. 

 

“We only worked him on the sand with one grass  

gallop, so he has more in the tank, can win again.” -tt 

@turftalk1 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Gigantic horse and jockey 

GIGANTIC and Gerald Turner winning the 1979 Black & White 

Gold Bowl from the grey Preciptack by 7 lengths. Gigantic was 

trained by Syd Laird at this stage of his racing career.  

Safaris on horseback in Hwange 

FIONA Olivier writes: So proud of the mares (ex racehorses in 

Zim), doing much better at Safaris in Hwange now .. it's taken 

them awhile but super proud of the girls from being champion 

race horses, to champion broodmares, to champion rides of 

the Wild. Hwange National Park (formerly Wankie Game  

Reserve) is the largest natural reserve in Zimbabwe. The park 

lies in the west, on the main road between Bulawayo and 

the Victoria Falls and near Dete.  

SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO editor@turftalk.co.za 
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