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THE well named Times New Roman (Lot 110), Justin Vermaak’s personal favourite at Ready To Run. 

Vermaak Equine has 16 plums to show at R2R 
INTERNATIONAL bloodstock entrepreneur Justin Vermaak will be presenting 16 two-year-olds under his Vermaak 

Equine banner, at the CTS Ready To Run Sale on 20 November. 

“I am very proud of this draft, said Vermaak, who will 

be selling “as agent” for a number of stud farms and 

believes the lots in this contingent have all-round  

quality. 

 

Vermaak discussed his draft, briefly and in lot order. 

 

Lot 1, Cuban Salsa: 

“A late foal from a late-coming female line, but he’s a 

smart specimen and a stand-out with a good action. I 

like the Coup De Grace offspring; they could be special 

and this one qualifies for sales bonuses.” 

 

Lot 2, Lucky Seven: 

“He’s by Seventh Rock and a similar colt to Rock The 

Globe who is Gr1 placed and on top of the current 

Ready To Run Log. Lucky Seven is a big, strong colt 

bred from a half-sister to Captain Al.” 

 

Lot 7, Chicago West: 

“Chicago West is by Oratorio from Dollar Crisis, the 

prolific producer of stakes winners. He’s a half-brother 

to Durban July winner Big City Life, being by Oratorio 

will take some time but he’s a lovely colt who moves 

well. Worth waiting for. 

 

Lot 47, Var’s Illusion: 

“This one is a definite value buy by Elusive Fort, who 

qualifies for BSA bonuses. He’s a beautiful shaped 

colt who moves nicely and won’t be expensive. Keep 

an eye out.” 

(To page 2) 
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LOT 101, Firstamongequals, by Gimmethegreenlight. 

VERMAAK’S DRAFT (fm p1) 

 
Lot 64, Miss Generosity 

“Selling this filly on behalf of Golden Touch Thorough-

breds. She is a nice strong filly bred on the Philanthro-

pist/VAR cross like stakes winner She’s A Giver.” 

 

Lot 71, Northern Song: 

“Very nice, well-sized colt with substance, selling him 

on behalf of Nutfield Stud. He has an Oratorio with a 

beautiful action, from the Fort Wood mare Nordic 

Spring who has already produced Listed placed Viking 

Trial.” 

 

Lot 92, Sovereign Rose: 

“Another raised by Golden Touch, this is a medium 

sized filly by Duke Of Marmalade, but she’s well bal-

anced smart and classy and her sister Duchess Of 

Bourbon won the Kenilworth Winter Oaks. Make sure 

you view her.” 

 

Lot 95, Tripple Jet: 

“By a super stallion in Trippi from a record-breaking 

damsire, Tripple Jet is an eye-catching galloper who 

qualifies for the BSA bonuses.” 

 

Lot 99, Unnamed, by Oratorio: 

“This filly is by Oratorio from a Jallad mare, rare blood 

now and the good strong female line of eight-time win-

ner Masai Warrior. Impressive.” 

Lot 101, Firstamongequals: 

“A very good moving colt by top sire Gimmethegreen-

light from dam who has produced two winners from 

two foals, including Driving Miss Daisy, who has 

earned black type an is on her way to the Fillies Guin-

eas.” 

 

Lot 107, Jackson Pollock: 

“The mating of Dynasty with Sound The Flute produced 

Gr1 placed Majestic Mozart. Here we have a colt by 

Dynasty’s son Jackson from the same mare. He’s a 

good mover from a proven Ready To Run family, don’t 

pass him by.” 

 

Lot 110, Times New Roman: 

“This colt is the pick of our draft. He is by Futura, who 

sired the sales-topper the most recent Johannesburg 

auction, I have already bought a few of them, they are 

most impressive. Times New Roman is a colt with a 

magnificent action, he has been prepared by Glen 

Kotzen, whose stable jockey Morne Winnaar has noted 

that he has the feel of a horse with a future.” 

 

Lot 121, Flame Lily: 

“From Golden Touch, here is an Oratorio half-sister to 

Gr1 sprint winner Guiness. She won’t take much time, 

looks precocious enough to run as a two-year-old.” 

 

Lot 135, Smileatthesunset: 

“An interesting colt from a good family. By What A Win-

ter from West Donegal, who produced the Kenilworth 

Cup winner Paddy O’Reilly. We bought her foal Sea 

King (Judpot), he finished a close 5th in a Gr1 before 

being exported. Then we bought Saint West (Judpot), a 

promising stayer who has already won twice. With the 

injection of speed stallion What A Winter, this colt 

could be anything.” 
(To page 4) 
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VERMAAK’S DRAFT (fm p2) 
 
Lot 141, Unnamed: 

“Here’s a very nice late foal by exceptional value 

stallion Potala Palace. He’s a half-brother to de-

cent stayer Cool Chardonnay and with the speed 

of Potala Palace mated to his dam Wine Dark 

Sea, he could be a promising buy at a good 

price.” 

 

Lot 164, Bezos: 

“Very nice colt by Wylie Hall I bought for a client 

at the Book One Sale, he is developing into a 

nice horse. Wylie Hall showed what he was worth 

last season, perhaps a bit unlucky because his 

best two-year-old were exported, but we know he 

can do the job. Bezos, whose dam is Costly Ro-

mance (Encosta De Lago)  was named after the 

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, who went through a 

very expensive divorce.”  - tt. 

ADRIAN Todd of SAEHP. 

EU agrees to audit SA’s  

export protocols 
 

IN the best news for South African racing and breeding in 

many years, the European Union (EU) has agreed to an audit 

of South Africa’s bloodstock export protocols. An audit date 

will be announced in the next few weeks after which the EU’s 

veterinary officials will finally examine our case. 

 

This follows South Africa’s long-time battle to get the re-

strictions on our bloodstock exports lifted by the EU. 

 

The South African Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP) stated 

recently that all SA’s disease control measures were in place, 

that they were of a world-class standard and in fact exceed-

ed all of the EU’s disease control requirements. 

 

However, an impasse occurred because of a trade dispute 

between the EU and South Africa over poultry, and the EU for 

several months held firm that no audit regarding horses will 

be forthcoming while poultry exports to South Africa were 

closed after the 2017 Avian influenza outbreak. 

 

In a message to Adrian Todd, CEO of SAEHP, the Chief Direc-

tor of Trade Negotiations, International Trade and Economic 

Development Division (ITED), Niki Kruger, wrote: “We had a 

follow-up meeting with the EU yesterday. The EU confirmed 

that they will come to do an audit. They will confirm the date 

within the next few weeks but it will definitely happen. We 

requested that the audit happens as soon as possible.” 

 

Todd commented: “This is great news, we are almost there. 

The way everybody in South Africa came together to address 

the AHS case reported near Randjesfontein last week, our 

movement controls and the moving of the Ready To Run race 

showed how effectively we can deal with these issues and 

this would’ve made an impression on the EU. 

 

“This is an example of what can be achieved by working to-

gether. We are delighted, and credit is due to the DTI and the 

DAF for having worked so hard to get us to this stage. Our 

thanks and appreciation also to the EU for separating the 

poultry and equine issues.”  - tt. 

Phumelela’s websites 

are back online 
 

PHUMELELA is pleased to advise that its various 

websites are in the process of being reactivated. 

 

The TAB website (www.tabonline.co.za), the 

ComputaForm website www.computaform.co.za) 

and the Phumelela website 

(www.phumelela.com) are up and running again. 

Some data is outstanding, but this is currently 

being worked on to ensure that everything is up-

to-date and current. 

 

Phumelela wishes to thank its IT department for 

the enormous efforts to restore the various web-

sites and domains. 

 

“We know it has been an extremely frustrating 

time for our loyal customers,” said Phumelela’s 

Mark Kinsman. 

 

“We have been working round the clock to  

restore the websites to full functionality and I 

would like to personally thank all our customers 

and everybody in the racing value chain for their 

support and patience over the last week.” 

 

Customers with active ComputaForm online ac-

counts will be contacted in due course to again 

apologise for the inconvenience they have  

suffered, and to offer them a token of our  

appreciation for their patience. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.tabonline.co.za
http://www.computaform.co.za
http://www.phumelela.com
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


5 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


6 

 



7 

 

SPORT star Erik Johnson (middle) at Saratoga. (TDN) 

Racing has a big heart! 

EVERY time a horse breaks down at a Southern Cali-

fornia racetrack, it is front-page news. But no one 

bothers to dig any deeper and find out if there is more 

to the story. Had they when three horses were injured 

Nov. 10 at Del Mar, they would have discovered how 

much some individuals really do love their horses and 

the extent they will go to make sure they are safe, 

writes BILL FINLEY. 

It was an awful day at Del Mar, with three horses suf-

fering serious injuries, which led to two of them being 

euthanized. The third was an $8,000 claimer named 

Princess Dorian (Idiot Proof). She is alive today and 

that probably wouldn’t be the case if not for owner Erik 

Johnson’s steadfast determination to do whatever it 

took to save the mare. 

 

“We’ve only owned her for a couple of months, but I 

have so much love and respect for her,” Johnson said 

when appearing on the TDN Writers’ Room podcast. “It 

doesn’t matter to me if she were a graded stakes win-

ner or an $8,000 claimer. I felt like it was up to me to 

do what was best for her.” 

 

Johnson is an All Star defenseman for the Colorado 

Avalanche, who were off last Sunday. He was watching 

the race on television and experienced what no owner 

ever wants to experience, watching their horse break 

down. Princess Dorian had a fractured left front leg. 

 

“My stomach just sunk,” he said. “It was the worst 

feeling ever.” 

 

If racing’s critics are to be believed, race horse owners 

are a callous group who care more about the money 

than the welfare of the animal. That’s not most owners 

and it’s certainly not Johnson. 

“It’s so great training for a guy like Erik Johnson,” said 

Andrew Lerner, who trained Princess Dorian and is 

also her co-owner. “He loves the sport so much. He’s 

not a greedy owner at all.  

The first thing he said when he saw her go down on TV 

was, ‘Do whatever you can to save this horse. I don’t 

care what is costs.'” 

 

Had Johnson cared more about the money than the 

horse, he would have told Lerner to let her be put 

down. The injury was career-ending and Princess Dori-

an has no value as a broodmare. Johnson estimates 

that the total costs involved in saving the horse, who 

has no economic value, will be about $20,000. 

 

“How much money do you spend on bills a month?” he 

said. “How much money do you spend on buying hors-

es? You’re telling me owners can’t step up and fork 

over $20,000 to save a horse’s life? I mean, come on. 

It just seemed like a no-brainer to me. How could you 

not try to do whatever you could to make sure the 

horse survived?” 

 

On Wednesday, Princess Dorian underwent sur-

gery at the San Luis Rey Equine Hospital. Lerner 

reports that she is doing well, but says the surgery 

was just one step in what might be a long and  

difficult road to recovery. 

 

“She’s doing really well,” he said. “She was a good pa-

tient and has such a big heart. That fighting spirit has 

helped her get better. She has a long way to go before 

she is fully recovered and we are all aware of that. We 

cleared one hurdle with the surgery. She’s bearing 

weight on it now. We’re hopeful she’ll come out of this 

ok and lead a fun life on the farm.” 

Johnson is well aware of the pressure racing is under in 

light of the rash of breakdowns earlier this year at San-

ta Anita and the death of Mongolian Groom (Hightail) in 

the GI Breeders’ Cup Classic. He knew how important it 

was for Princess Dorian to not become a statistic, to 

not become fodder for animal rights activists. 

“I think with the negativity that has gone on in Califor-

nia, people need to see that owners and trainers care 

for their horses in this way,” he said.   - TDN. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Brokeback Mountain Series # 696 

PHOTOGRAPHER Chase Liebenberg sent us this photo of him-

self, probably knowing that he’d be ripped off. Sorry Chase, 

you are now included as a proper Brokeback Mountaineer in 

our Brokeback Mountain series, which aims to praise men 

who are in touch with themselves, their deepest inner  

feelings and their horses. And those who eat quiche at  

cocktail parties and have their hair cut at Sorbet in the Cape  

Quarter. This pic, Chase says, was taken in the paddocks at 

Avontuur Stud. The camera is on his lap. Who took it then? 

A lovely old photo of the late master trainer Stanley Greeff 

(right) and Gavin Venter, his stable jockey for 20 years,  16 of 

which saw him lift the PE Jockeys Title riding horses like  

Western Wind, Polly Bisque, Blue Nile and Springing Leopard 

in the 1970s, 80s and 1990s.  Venter, today, is Tara Laing’s 

right-hand man at Fairview. 

The Kings of PE for many years 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

