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The Haley Factor - The Hows and the 

Whys and the Way Forward 

HANG on, so just how cool is Haley? 

WHEN Hayley Turner rode the first of her two winners at Turffontein on Saturday, I thought: Sign her up!  

Actually Kenilworth wasn’t empty. The car park proved 

that. But a function – a worthy one and good luck to all 

concerned – corrals people in a single space for most 

of the day, with only rare excursions to within sniffing 

distance of a horse, or to exclaim – as the lady cutting 

my hair in Surrey last week said (about taking her Dad 

to nearby Epsom for his birthday and watching on the 

rail) “Blimey, I never knew they went so fast!”. 

 

The Hayley Turner factor has two very clear facets. 

Some indulgent readers may recognise my thoughts on 

using jockeys as Poster Boys or Girls to popularise  

racing across the nation.   

 

The Japanese did it with Boys a generation ago to co-

lossal effect. In the modern world it has to be Boys and 

Girls or Men and Women and – due to the other Hayley 

Factor – justifiably so. 

 

I can do the first name thing up to a point because we 

used to put her up when still an apprentice and some-

times when available thereafter. Much the same as…

years before …I used to drive a very young rider to 

races with our then newly licensed trainer. That train-

er Chris Wall had been First Assistant to Luca Cumani 

where he was “minder” to a young immigrant jockey 

with an overdose of talent. His name? L. Dettori claim-

ing perhaps one of the best 7s in history and  

otherwise asleep in the back of the car. 

 

To cease to be an apprentice, either the young rider 

becomes less young and age dictates, or he or she 

“rides out his/her claim”. In UK, on the Flat, that 

means riding 95 winners.                              (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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HOLLIE Doyle wins at Ascot for an AllanBloodlines syndicate - followed home by Josephine Gordon on the  

second horse. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 

Hayley Turner was not the first female to ride out her 

claim. That mantle belongs to Alex Greaves who was 

also the first female to ride a Group 1 winner when 

dead-heating in the Nunthorpe. Hayley T. has ridden 

Group/Grade 1 winners (plural) in UK and USA and 

became the first female to ride 100 winners in a  

season. 

 

She is without question a reason for a whopping in-

crease in the number of young women becoming ap-

prentice jockeys resulting today in the excellent Hollie 

Doyle, Josephine Gordon, Nicola Currie, Georgia Cox, 

Sami Jo Bell and others, while a whole bunch of bril-

liant lady jump jockeys are regarded on equal terms 

with all jockeys (and excelled at Cheltenham this year) 

after the trail-blazing of Katie Walsh and Nina Carberry. 

 

As well as that 100 winners season (2008), Hayley 

Turner, O.B.E., has had seasons of 92 (2012), 88 

(2011 curtailed due to injury) and 60 twice in 2013 

and in 2009 when she missed quite a few months due 

to very nasty injury. Clearly she can “come back” after 

getting hurt. 

 

She retired in 2015 (44 winners) and took to TV pundit-

ry, later joining the newly formed ITV broadcast team. 

Some twerps on social media took against her voice 

and Nottinghamshire accent which can’t have been a 

comfortable experience for her. 

 

The hypocrisy is evident to any fair-minded regular 

viewer, considering the group of Irish ex-jockeys who 

use the same set of microphones with tortured vowels 

and sometimes vowels you don’t actually hear, but 

they are there because they were world-class or top of 

the world. Hayley was there because she was a  

pioneer, a roaring success and because she had bang 

up to date knowledge. 

 

The esteem for her was never more evident than 

when she won at Royal Ascot this year *** – the first 

female to do so since Gay Kelleway 32 years before. 

The ITV team which she had left “lost it” when she 

arrived to be interviewed, going bonkers with delight.  

 

That was a typical racing moment. Not unique to  

racing, of course, but racing does that. Another com-

parable but different event was when Clare Balding, 

then queen of Channel 4 racing broadcasts walked to 

interview her younger brother, trainer Andrew, in the 

Oaks Winner’s Circle at Epsom in 2003. And couldn’t 

speak. 

 

Having returned to riding, things have been “in and 

out” for Hayley Turner with 22 winners in the 2019 

Championship Season (4th May to 19th October in 

sometimes barmy Britain) while the brilliant Hollie 

Doyle, a winner for us at Ascot from a         (to page 3) 
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ENDLESSLY inspirational Dame Kelly Holmes who juggled her guard duties as a sergeant in the army to win Eu-

ropean and Commonwealth medals - then double Olymp. (Athletic Weekly). 

DAVID ALLAN  (fm p2) 

 
seemingly impossible position, rode 63. But Ms Turner 

has an astonishing knack of high performance in these 

one-off contests such as at Turffontein and in the 

Shergar Cup with which she is synonymous as highly 

successful Captain of the World Women’s Team,  

herself winning the Silver Saddle twice running  

including this year against a large selection of the 

world’s best of the best men and women. 

 

Now in her mid 30s, she is a ready-made ambassador. 

The cap fits. Dame Kelly Holmes, double Olympic Gold 

and much more is a standout, plus Dame Jess  

Ennis-Hill triple World Champ plus Olympic and Europe-

an Golds, Denise Lewis OBE “only” one Olympic Gold,  

Paula Radcliffe MBE world marathon record holder for 

16 years,  

 

Arsenal and England’s Alex(andra) Scott MBE and now 

surely Nicola Adams also OBE, hugely popular double 

Olympic Gold and World Professional boxing champion, 

retiring to save her sight – all inspire and support. The 

“gongs” are archaic in a sense, but the recipients 

seem to go on giving. 

 

It seems a bit questionable to be talking, here and 

now, about inspiring in South Africa (a) more young 

people to become apprentice jockeys and specifically 

(b) female young people whether as riders, the back-

bone the workforce in training, or as potential fans. 

 

Foals born, mares being covered and numbers of buy-

ers are dwindling. But it is not too late to stop fiddling 

while Rome burns (SAEHP being an honourable, expert 

and hard working non-fiddling exception but there is 

so much more to fix). 

 

***Here is the rerun of Hayley’s Royal Ascot brilliant 

win this year on THANKS BE, out of the weights thus 4 

pounds disadvantaged in the 27 runner Sandringham 

Stakes. Enjoy the RacingTV commentary and  

comments on the highly visible red cap/white spots 

starting from way back. https://bit.ly/2CQ2o6a  - tt. 

Hollie Doyle after and longer, pictured after being 

kicked in a fall. 

https://bit.ly/2CQ2o6a
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ADAM Azzie and owner Steve Leahy with Haley Turner. 

Al Borak looked ‘lightning fast’ out there! 
THERE was plenty to like about the way three-year-old Al Borak quickened away for jockey Haley Turner to win 

the first of four international contests at Turffontein on Saturday. 

Al Borak stepped from a Maiden into a handicap and, 

true to his name, looked “lightning fast” when he 

pounced on the opposition in the last 300m of the 

race and then left them standing. 

 

“My wife Janet named him Al Borak, which means 

‘lightning fast’ in Arabic. He is special to us,” owner 

Steve Leahy told Turf Talk.  

 

He added: “We enjoyed having Haley on our runner, 

she is a professional and did her homework. She 

spoke beforehand to Callan Murray, who rode him to 

his Maiden win, making sure that she knew what she 

was on and how best to ride him.” 

 

Leahy, who has ten horses in training, started racing 

12 years ago and says he absolutely loves the game, 

his best horse so far being the nine-time winning 

sprinter Ispahan. 

Al Borak is a nice, improving type of horse who looks to 

have the mettle to win several more, but Leahy, whilst 

excited says he doesn’t want to get ahead of himself.  

“We’ll see how he goes, Mike and Adam Azzie are map-

ping out a programme for him.” 

 

Adam commented: “Al Borak took some time to win, he 

over-raced in his first few races, didn’t show us on the 

racetrack what he was showing at home. We gelded 

him after a disappointing run at Turffontein and that 

did the trick. He settled, stopped sweating up and 

we’re impressed with the way he won here. 

 

“We’ll be looking at a race like the Secretariat Stakes 

over 1400m at Turffontein for Al Borak, that is a con-

test well consider next.” 

 

Al Borak, raised at Nadeson Park Stud, is a son of Gim-

methgreenlight and Dove Of Peace (Lake Coniston). He 

was a R175,000 buy from the Cape Premier Yearling 

Sale and that will soon be recovered in full, plus!  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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READY To Run Lot 98, a “horse for the classics”, from Soetendal Estate.  

Soetendal aims to better already impressive results 
SOETENDAL Estate near Wellington has made giant strides in especially backing, pre-training and Ready To Run 

preparation in recent years and is now a leader in its field. Without exception, the Soetendal-perepared two-year-

olds are always impeccably turned out and pictures of health.  

Soetendal is the biggest vendor at this year’s CTS 

Ready to Run Sale with 41 lots in total, with most to 

be sold on behalf of Klawervlei, Riethuiskraal and 

Stone Hill Stud. 

 

The estate’s Julia Pilbeam is excited and said: “It is 

worth noting that 13 out of the top 20 on the final log 

for the CTS Ready-to-Run Stakes, now to be run on 14 

December, came off our draft from last year. 

 

“We have a similarly exciting draft this year, and  

several of the horses qualify for the BSA and 

Klawervlei Farm Sale incentives. The info will be on 

the stable doors.” 

 

Pilbeam gave a concise rundown of her prized  

consignment, to assist keen spotters: 

Lot 5, Viceroy, colt by Duke Of Marmalade: “A late No-

vember foal and will take time, but a lovely type and he 

just floats! His dam is out of the top race mare League 

Title.” 
 
Lot 8, Ancient Rome, colt by Where’s That Tiger: “Very 

racy, precocious type of colt with a big heart.” 

 
Lot 14, Earl, colt by Duke Of Marmalade: “A powerful 

colt with a great walk and massive stride, out of a ¾ 

sister to Elusive Fort.” 

 
Lot 15, Ellis Island, colt by Elusive Fort: “Tough, athletic 

colt, a late foal that will still improve, from the family of 

Empress Club.” 

(To p8) 
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SOETENDAL DRAFT (fm p7) 

 

Lot 22, Twice As Smooth, colt by Twice Over: “Compact 

and muscular colt with an impressive action, out of a 

Captain Al mare; he looks quick.” 
Lot 23, Unnamed colt by Vercingetorix: “Eye-catching 

classy colt with a deep girth and good hindquarter, he 

moves well, looks a classic type.” 

Lot 31, Lord Mayor, colt by Philanthropist: “He’s out of  

a half sister to Crimson Palace, strong colt with plenty 

of presence.” 

Lot 39 – withdrawn 

Lot 43, Billy Kimber, colt by Vercingetorix: “Beautifully 

put together colt who oozes quality, from the family of 

King’s Chapel.” 

Lot 45, Unnamed colt by Twice Over: “A big colt with a 

lot of scope, he could be anything, don’t miss his  

gallop!” 

Lot 48, Unnamed colt by Marchfield: “ Tall and rangy, 

will develop into a good staying type.” 

Lot 50, Unnamed filly by Ashaawes: “A well-grown, pre-

cocious filly who has improved in leaps and bounds 

through her prep; all the dam’s runners are winners.” 

Lot 61, La Luvia, filly by Soft Falling Rain: “Stunning 

filly with an exceptional temperament, by a sought-

after sire. 

Lot 63, Winter Mission, filly by What A Winter: 

“Lightning fast and precocious, with an elastic action, 

from the family of Circle of Life and Zebra Crossing.” 

Lot 69, Unnamed filly by Coup De Grace: “A racy filly 

with a professional attitude, she looks early.” 

Lot 70, Eye Of Afica, colt by Twice Over: “He is smart, a 

late November foal who will still improve.” 

Lot 76, Pin It, filly by Where’s That Tiger: “Strong filly 

from the family of Pinnacle Peak, looks early and is 

very honest.” 

Lot 78, Voyeur, colt by VAR. “A magnificent colt, has 

the scope to and pedigree to go further than sprint 

distances.” 

Lot 81, Giant Slayer, colt by Trippi: “Another superb 

colt who moves beautifully.” 
Lot 84, Unnamed filly by VAR: “This muscular filly has a 

lot of her dam sire, Captain Al, about her, and has the 

look of a proper sprinter/miler.” 

Lot 86, Unnamed colt by Captain Of All: “Out of a half-

sister to Pomodoro, this colt has developed into an 

impressive sort during his prep and really covers the 

ground.” 
Lot 91, Last Respect, colt by Captain Of All: “A half-

brother to the dam of Bold Respect, this colt. although 

still very immature, has a big action.” 

Lot 98, Unnamed colt by Vercingetorix: “An outstanding 

colt, a horse for the classics, by sire of the moment, 

Vercingetorix.” 
Lot 109, Unnamed filly by What A Winter: “Quality filly 

with a good shoulder and hindquarter, she has an in-

credible temperament and generous eye; the dam’s 

first runner, a full brother, is already a winner; dam is a 

half-sister to Splash Gold.” 
Lot 115, Bowie, colt by Twice Over: “A neat colt and a 

forward type who puts his best foot forward every time 

he steps onto the track, he should put up a good gal-

lop.” 

Lot 117, Unnamed colt by Elusive Fort: “A half-brother 

to the 4-time winner, Sarah (still only a 3-year old), this 

athletic colt has gone from strength to strength and 

looks promising.” 

Lot 118, Lion Of The Desert, colt by Twice Over: “Out 

of a Gr3 winning mare, this tough colt moves excep-

tionally well.” 

Lot 120, Victor Lazlo, colt by Judpot: “A powerful colt 

closely related to Carry On Alice.” 

Lot 126, Amplify, fllly by Judpot: “From the family of In 

The Fast Lane and Light the Lights, this filly has scope 

and will improve as she matures.” 

Lot 131, Unnamed colt by Twice Over: “By an exciting 

sire, this half brother 2 winners has a ground-covering 

action.” 

Lot 136, Unnamed colt by Coup De Grace: “A half-

brother to Champion Two-Year Old, Link Man, by excit-

ing young sire Coup de Grace, this colt has a superb 

action and temperament to go with it.” 

Lot 146, Unnamed colt by Coup De Grace: “A half-

brother to Champion Two-Year Old Seventh Plain, this 

colt has a good rein and shows a great action, he 

should be early.” 

Lot 148, Ballroom Bliss, filly buy Twice Over: “Her dam 

is a daughter of top broodmare Saintly Lady, this filly 

has just got stronger and stronger during her prep, 

she’s no lightweight!” 

Lot 149, Right Stuff, colt by Noble Tune: “This striking 

colt will catch the eye with his gallop, he’s been really 

impressive all through his prep. He’s a half-brother to 

two winners closely related to Chestnut’s Rocket.” 

Lot 150, Dark Vision, colt by Visionaire: “An exception-

al colt who is a half brother to Gr 1 winner Viva Maria 

as well as 4 other black type horses. Hard to believe 

he’s a November foal!” 

Lot 152, Canary Island, colt by Jay Peg: “Out of a full 

sister to Gr 3 winner Kokkewiet, this is a tall, scopey 

colt with a good action.” 

Lot 153, African Violet, filly by Elusive Fort: “This filly is 

typical of her sire, Elusive Fort; she has substance and 

stands over ground, and will keep improving.” 

Lot 155, Night King, colt by What A Winter: “A very 

exciting half-brother to Champion Sprinter Via Africa 

and black type filly Elusivenchantment, he is himself 

by a champion sprinter in What A Winter, and really 

looks the part.” 

Lot 157, Unnamed colt by Elusive Fort: “Out of a half 

sister to Hunting Tower, this is a really good-looking 

son of Elusive Fort who has improved weekly through 

his prep.” 

Lot 160, Track Commander, colt by Gimmethegreen-

light: “By red-hot sire Gimmethegreenlight, it’s hard to 

believe this good-looking colt is a first foal. He’s a nat-

ural athlete and will attract plenty of attention.” 

Lot 167, Southern Charm, filly by Flower Alley: “Very 

racy filly with a lot of presence and quality, she will 

catch the eye with her gallop.” 

Lot 169, Cut Glass, filly by Querari: “Compact and 

muscular Querari filly, she has a beautiful head and 

eye, and a good action, and could be early.” - 
Capethoroughbredsales.com 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com
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MAXIMUM Security (pink silks): Raced tight on 2019 KY Derby turn. (Racenet). 

US Court dismisses Maximum Security case 
A US court has tossed out a lawsuit filed by the owners of Maximum Security against the colt’s sensational  

disqualification from the Kentucky Derby. 

Churchill Downs stewards disqualified Maximum Secu-

rity from the Kentucky Derby after ruling the three-year

-old caused interference on the home turn in the 2019 

edition of the famous event. 

 

On Derby day, after a 22-minute delay, Kentucky’s 

chief steward, Barbara Borden, and her colleagues 

found that Maximum Security had interfered with the 

progress of War of Will, who then impeded Long Range 

Toddy and Bodexpress.  

 

Maximum Security’s owners Gary and Mary West un-

successfully appealed the decision at the Kentucky 

Horse Racing Commission before taking their case to 

court. 

 

However, US federal judge Karen Caldwell had simple 

reasons for rejecting the Wests’ claim. 

 

“Kentucky's regulations make clear that the disqualifi-

cation is not subject to judicial review,” Caldwell wrote 

in her judgement. 

 

“Further, the disqualification procedure does not impli-

cate an interest protected under the Due Process 

Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 

 

“Accordingly, the Court must grant the motion to dis-

miss.” 

 

Caldwell said there had been precedents in the rejec-

tion of court challenges to Kentucky Horse Racing 

Commission rulings. 

 

The Wests can appeal the decision to a higher court, 

but the owners have not decided their next move.  - 

Racenet. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/


10 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


11 

 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

RUGBY, soccer, golf and especially horse racing—here’s a 

sports anchor who can go in front of a camera chairing any TV 

spectacle with unparalleled expertise, and often with almost 

no preparation. He is that good! Neil Andrews is a world class 

act, let’s keep this man on racing’s side. Here he is with his 

family at Sun City, probably just a few minutes before going 

live on air at the Nedbank Million Dollar on Sunday. Good on 

you matey. 

World class acts do it all easy 

SYDNEY’s Champion apprentice Robbie Dolan delighted view-

ers on a racing magazine show with a faultless, impromptu 

delivery of a refrain of the classic Eagles song, Desperado.  “It 

was pitch-perfect, despite nerves showing,” reported 

justhorseracing.com.au. Here’s the link, take a listen! 

Star appie could be a rock star too! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.justhorseracing.com.au/general-news/snippets/social/sydneys-champion-apprentice-stuns-viewers-with-his-voice/564470?fbclid=IwAR2EkYHxKROG0BcwwnwAUlXLL87SIimUluRVRGL3Q5cxiLAB1xGP4K16Zcw
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