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SAEHP’s Adrian Todd on Breeding To Win with Fiona Ramsden. 

SA edges towards bloodstock export freedom 
AT  ‘The Summit’,  a recent one-day conference between racing jurisdictions held in Cape Town, Hong Kong  

Jockey Club Chairman Winfred Engelbrecht Bresges stated:  “For South Africa the active participation in the  

global bloodstock market and supply chain is the number one fundamental for the long-term sustainability of 

South African racing and breeding.” 

Several other delegates put across their thoughts at 

this conference and explained how they had been 

helping over the years and will continue to help with 

South Africa’s bloodstock import/export situation. 

 

Adrian Todd, CEO of South African Equine Health & 

Protocols (SAEHP) said that the meeting with the Hong 

Kong Jockey Club and through them the Asian Racing 

Federation was very positive and that they’d always 

been big supporters of trying to get the issue across 

the line. 

 

“There is another part to it,” Todd said in interview 

with Fee Ramsden of Breeding To Win. “Hong Kong 

have also financially contributed to looking at  

alternative vaccines to the live vaccine. This is a very 

good long-term parallel to exports that will help with  

sustainability. 

“The only way we can achieve that is to continue to 

move forward in a united front. A lot of the things that 

you read about exports, where exports are going, it’s a 

subject like many other in racing that evokes passion 

and emotion. 

 

“Let me clarify a few points. We hear, for example, that 

negotiations have been happening for decades which 

is simply not true. Between 1997 and 2011, SA  

exported bloodstock.  

 

“In 2011 there was an outbreak of African Horse Sick-

ness (AHS), and then, for a whole lot of other reasons, 

between 2011 and late 2018 it was impossible to  

export. Systems were not in place in that period, we 

were under bans.” 

 

Todd explained that, since late 2018, South Africa has  
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WINFRIED Engelbrecht-Bresges of the Hong Kong Jockey Club. 

SA EDGES CLOSER (fm p1) 

 

been pushing very hard to get an European Union (EU) audit.  

 

“What people need to understand is that we’ve never been in a 

position to export again until late in 2018, and this is where we 

are now, everything is in place and we are pushing.  

 

“Unfortunately, through no fault of our own, we have become em-

broiled in a wider trade dispute between South Africa and the EU. 

The EU is leveraging South Africa for other concessions, mainly in 

the poultry arena, in return for an equine audit.” 

 

The poultry dispute has resulted in an impasse and Todd  

commented: “This is political brinkmanship.  This is how it works. 

We can sit here and say the two industries should not be linked 

and that it is unfair, and I would agree with that. But we are work-

ing diligently to break the deadlock.” 

 

Todd said that things were looking positive at this point.  “We are 

fortunate. I have just returned from Europe, I found that we have 

a lot of politically influential friends, and we’re pushing hard to 

break the deadlock to separate the horses from the wider trade 

negotiations. I believe we will succeed. That said, this was a 

curved ball we didn’t expect.” 

 

A further point to remember, Todd said, was the cost of this  

exercise.  

 

“All of this has cost money and of course continues to cost 

money.  Funding has been one of the biggest problems we 

have faced. Even more importantly, there is now a total 

need for  everyone in South Africa to be united behind this. 
 

“Not only am I confident, our government is confident too. We’ve 

had, on two occasions, international experts come to review the 

system, assist where they needed and we’ve made changes. I 

think that is something that we forget, as the general populace. 

 
“We’ve always wanted to say, well ‘aah, the science is proven’, 

but I think people miss the enormity and complexity of this sys-

tem, devised by our very good team. We’re fortunate to have 

them, namely Drs John Grewar, Bev Parker and Camilla Weyer. 

They put together a system that does meet world standards and 

was an enormously complex task they suc-

ceeded in completing very well.” 

 

What we have to do now, Todd underlined, 

is to push ahead with all the resources we 

have at our disposal. 

 

“I’ve heard other comments, like, ‘why 

don’t we deal with this country or that 

country’, good comments, but the reality is 

that the EU is considered the gold standard 

by the rest of the world. Nobody is going to 

trade with us until we are trading with the 

EU. 

 

“Our system is in place. You have to 

trade with the EU before you can trade 

with anyone else. There is no other way 

to achieve that except to stand united 

and push it across the line. 
 

“The negativities we hear, are borne out of 

frustration, or misunderstanding of where 

we are with exports and imports. If ever 

there is a need for us to be united, to get 

something done, this is it. We have to push 

forward, especially when we consider the 

benefits that can come out on the other 

side of this.  

 

Todd highlighted some of the advantages 

that will present itself after an EU audit. 

 

“At the Asian Racing Conference, for 

example, it was announced by the 

Hong Kong Jockey Club that  once we 

get it all sorted, we could have interna-

tional races in South Africa by 2025.   
 

“Exporting is one thing, importing is anoth-

er. To be bringing horses in, where they are 

training at a track for a couple of weeks for 

a proper international race – if we can have 

that by 2025 or even a year earlier by 

2024, that would be a major achievement. 

 

“For people who say, ‘I’m not interested in 

this export/import business’ – they are 

missing the point. Once the issues are re-

solved this will bring international horses 

and with it will come international sponsors 

which in turn will raise South Africa’s profile 

and the future sponsorships coming into 

the country. 

 

“With a higher profile, our racing picture, 

our product from SA will be in greater de-

mand and more wanted overseas. It will get 

sold for more, and more money will flow 

into SA for better prize money in our own 

industry.” 

 
(to page 4) 
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He explained the need for international participation 

and cooperation 

 

“We cannot sustain ourselves swimming in our own little 

pond. In this day and age if you don’t compete on a  

global scale in a global market, you may as well get out. 

 

“Racing has a lot of issues that everybody is trying to 

work through, but it’s one step at a time. There’s an old 

Afrikaans saying, ‘How do you eat an elephant? One 

mouthful at a time’. This always makes me laugh. But 

this is the way we are doing things here, one step at a 

time.” 

 

Exports is but one of many things that will help save 

racing in South Africa.   

 

Todd gave his latest view on the time frame we are 

working with: “As for when we will be successful, I am 

always hesitant to place a date on it. If you place dates 

on things and they change, you get told that you didn’t 

know what you were talking about. 

 

“One thing we have to remember is that in the political 

world, decisions are not based on the commercial reali-

ties that the rest of us operate within.  I am still extreme-

ly hopeful that we can have an audit date within the next 

month or so. That has always been my goal. I didn’t 

think we’d get tied up so much with the chicken dispute 

as we did. This has been very unfortunate, but you have 

to play the hand you are dealt. 

 

“That’s how it works, and there have been other delays 

with the EU, we have been slowed down by Brexit,  

something they paid a lot of attention to as we all know. 

But we can’t blame that alone – now with the dispute 

between SA and the EU over poultry, it’s delayed  

matters and we’ve had to change our approach and 

come at this from a different angle.” 

 

All the needed elements are fully in place, and 

Todd concluded: “Our government has been 

briefed at ministerial level, to understand exactly 

how important the racing industry is, and the Euro-

peans understand this as well. Our strategy on a 

political level is gaining traction, succeeding. 
 

“Unfortunately, in our racing environment there are a lot 

of negative people, I wish they would take their negativi-

ty out of it and try to be a bit more pro-active and get 

involved.  

 

“I know that some of the control measures in place 

make some peoples’ lives more awkward, but the  

reality is that they are there for a reason and that we 

have to live with them.  As things progress and when 

we are exporting and more funds become available, 

we can look at streamlining some measures.  

 

“For now, the main aim is to get South Africa export-

ing.”  - tt. 

 Silent bids at HFC fundraiser 
 

ON 16 November 2019 Kenilworth will again host the 

Horses for Causes Charity Fundraiser.  Over the past 

four years, Horses for Causes become the community 

upliftment event on the Western Cape calendar – an 

opportunity for Cape Racing and business communi-

ties to unite and show their support for the incredible 

work done by the 10 charities who are our project’s 

beneficiaries.  

 

Thanks to the generosity of Drakenstein Stud and 

Klawervlei Stud a stallion service auction will once 

again be part of the day’s activities.   

On offer will be services to Futura, Gold Standard, Elu-

sive Fort, Pathfork, Coup De Grace, Royal Mo and Cap-

tain of All.  This year, however, our auction will be dif-

ferently structured and presented.  Instead of auction-

ing the lots at a specific time in a single room, face-to-

face auction, we will be affording interested parties an 

opportunity to put in a silent bid for the services on 

offer by completing the attached bid form and email-

ing it to us by not later than 15h30 on 16 November 

2019.    

What happens from there is as follows:  

 

1. Bids submitted are scrutinised at 16h00 and 

the highest price bid for a stallion identified;  

 

2. The service will then be knocked down to the 

highest bidder (subject to any reserve price 

which might have been placed on the particular 

stallion by the stud farm which donated it).  

 

The successful bidder will have up until 30 June 2020 

to pay for their purchase, which should assist greatly 

with cashflow during the breeding season.  

  

Should you require any further information, please 

contact André Oosthuizen (083 390 4369) or Tracy 

Green (083 604 1577).  - tt. 
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PROMINENT racehorse owner Warne Rippon, of Sun Classique fame, has been awarded the WRSA Eastern 

Cape Conservation Rancher of the Year and WRSA Eastern Cape Wildlife Rancher of the Year (Overall Winner) 

for his Buffalo Kloof Private Game Reserve . Warne is in front with the dog, wife Wendy right behind him. 

Photo per illustration. 

HK Police smash illegal  

betting ring 

THE Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) 

have announced that the Anti-corruption police squad 

have unveiled an illegal bookmaking ring in Hong Kong 

which have been accused of using ‘privileged information’ 

from Jockey Club employees including two assistant  

trainers. 

A total of six licensed Jockey Club staff members were 

arrested, along with four stable staff plus the two assis-

tant trainers.  

 

ICAC reported that 15 people were operating the under-

ground “corrupt and illegal” bookmaking syndicate from a 

residential premises in Tsuen Wan with the assistance of 

the six Jockey Club staff members. 

An ICAC spokesman stated in a statement that the 

investigation was far from finalised. 

 

“A total of 21 persons, including two assistant train-

ers and four stable staff of the Hong Kong Jockey 

Club (HKJC), were arrested for suspected corruption 

in relation to the provision of privileged information 

to facilitate illegal bookmaking and control of race 

horses,” the statement said. 

 

“The HKJC has rendered full assistance to the ICAC 

during its operation. The ICAC and the HKJC do not 

tolerate any corrupt activities.  

 

“The two organisations will continue to liaise and 

cooperate closely to combat related crimes and 

keep horse racing in Hong Kong clean.” - Racenet. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Have your cake, but eat it? 

EMMA Jayne Cake Designs of the UK wowed crowds at Cake 

International again this year with her breath-taking War Horse 

feature. The eight-foot-long, 240kg sculpture was formed from 

50kg Rice Krispies, 50kg marshmallows, decorated with 70kg 

each of sugar paste and modelling paste, all at her home in 

Aberdare, Wales. Very arty and all, but something about eat-

ing a horse (even one made of sweets) doesn’t cake it! 

Yes, she has a sense of humour.. 

THIS joke, taken from award-winning racing writer Robyn 

Louw’s Facebook timeline, proves beyond a doubt that she 

does have a sense of humour! We’ve had a few tiffs with 

Robyn, but since we now know she can smile, perhaps we can 

do lunch in Cape Town next week? Our treat? 
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