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GUEST COLUMN BY NICK GORDON 

HE was not scared to design his perfect life: South African Nick Gordon is the goto-man at Newmarket, UK! 

Like SA Rugby, SA Racing is capable of  

a major resurgence 
LIKE, less than two years ago former Citizen Sports Columnist and avid racing fan NICK GORDON decided to live 

his dream life at Newmarket, UK. He got married and moved to England in hope only, starting off as a stable 

hand mucking yards and feeding horses. Today he is the Marketing Executive for Discover Newmarket, who  

promotes tourism to the historic town. He’s based in an office at the Newmarket Museum and rubs shoulders 

with Racing’s Elite. 

NICK writes: In retrospect, I was probably too quick to accept the invitation to contribute a guest column for  

today’s edition of Turf Talk. The WhatsApp message from the esteemed editor on Friday afternoon seemed like a 

simple enough request.  

Writing columns was something of second nature as I 

aimed to beat deadlines and fill space in newspapers 

while living in Joburg. “Anything in particular you want 

covered?” I asked the editor. Go wild or something 

along those lines was the response. 

Penning something for a racing publication should be 

relative easy while sitting in Newmarket in an office 

based at Palace House (the National Horseracing Mu-

seum for anyone not in the know). I can hear Mujaarib, 

the former Mike de Kock inmate now         (to page 2) 
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NEWMARKET, Suffolk: A place where racing fanatics survive, and many thrive! 

NICK GORDON (fm p1) 

 

stabled here in the flagship yard of the Retraining of 

Racehorses, moving around in his box below the  

office.  

 

Nothing.  

 

The same when I stood on the iconic Warren Hill on a 

bitterly cold Saturday morning, the first really cold day 

as winter rapidly approaches. There was plenty of  

inspiration there as horses from the yards of Derby-

winning trainers Mike Bell and William Haggas made 

their way past me as I snapped photos. The same 

when watching the Ed Dunlop string work up the hill. 

But nothing that I figured could fit well into a column. 

 

It was only while scrolling through my Twitter feed that 

the idea seemed to take shape. The images of the 

Springboks continuing their trophy tour serving as the 

inspiration. While the politicians tried their best to steal 

the limelight, as they do when trying to look as if they’d 

had a hand in anything that produces a positive result, 

when the Boks returned home I was pleased to see 

none of them featured.  

 

Instead it was the images of an adoring public, the 

demigod Springboks and the overarching message of 

hope that seemed to constantly appear on Twitter and 

Facebook. Hope. A key theme that also seems to run 

deep in racing circles.  

 

There’s hope for the big yards before the season that 

all their bullets will fire. The smaller yards are hopeful 

that they’ll pinch a few races with their proven soldiers 

or that a new owner will splash the cash and rejuve-

nate things. There are young jockeys hoping to ride a 

first winner, others hoping to make a dash for the 

championship crown.  

 

Every horse that goes through the sales ring is 

carrying plenty of hopes. A breeder hoping to 

make a profit and keep the wheels turning, a  

buyer hoping they’ve found the next champion. 

Hope might be fleeting at times but it’s  

something worth hanging onto.  
 

Especially when you consider the position that racing 

is said to be in back in South Africa. My interest in 

South African racing has yet to wane as I still follow 

results and bloodstock happenings. The rumours and 

death knells have been heard here in the UK. But if 

the Boks can teach us anything it’s that you need to 

cling to hope in times like these.  

 

Not many would have called this as a side capable of 

winning the World Cup a couple of years ago. Their 

resurgence since the car crash of a season in 2016, 

that also included a loss to Italy of all teams, has been 

built around hope. A solid game plan and foresight by 

Rassie Erasmus but also hope.  

 

It’s been nice to see the effect too. It didn’t have me 

rushing to pack my bags and return home but it was 

nice. The streets lined with South Africans all smiling, 

shouting and generally adding to the ‘gees’. Time will 

tell whether it’s the major unifier or simply becomes 

something of a veneer over some larger problems.  

                        
(to page 4) 
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NICK GORDON (fm p2) 

 

But for a moment there’s hope and positivity. Perhaps there’s a lesson here for racing as well. There are major 

problems that need fixing, there’s no doubt about that, but there are also some things to enjoy too. By all  

accounts a recent sale was dubbed something of a success, there are good horses to celebrate too as summer 

starts to kick into gear.    

 

For now, there’s still hope. - tt. 

ONE World, nine wins from 11 starts. (Wayne Marks). 

One World helps jockey Marcus to win Cape Mile 
ONE World, the magnificent son of Captain Al, will take on big guns Do It Again and Rainbow Bridge, and possibly 

Soqrat, in next month’s WSB Green Point Stakes after justifying favouritism in the Cape Mile at Kenilworth on 

Saturday., writes MICHAEL CLOWER. 

But this season’s new tactics gave his jockey Anton 

Marcus a few anxious moments while some of those 

who backed the R425,000 Cape Premier Sale’s pur-

chase  thought they were going to have a heart attack. 

 

This was very different from One World’s smooth out-in-

front performances in the likes of the CTS 1600 but 

maybe that defeat in the Winter Classic has been 

weighing on Vaughan Marshall’s mind because he ex-

plained: “I don’t think you can win big races by lugging 

it out in front so we have tried to teach him to settle.” 

 

The 21-20 shot did so quite comfortably but picking up 

was another matter and Marcus had to start riding  

going into the final turn. Just as he had done with M.J. 

Byleveld in the Matchem, One World looked in serious 

trouble a furlong and a half from home. 

Marcus, who had studied the Matchem, said: “I 

thought M.J. rode the most amazing race that day and 

here, just prior to turning for home, the horse had a 

tendency to lug in. I tried to get him on the rail but 

Corne Orffer (on Charles) kept me out – and rightly so. 

Early in the straight I was worried but I knew I had the 

ratings.” 

 

Amazing to think that in the heat of battle, perilously 

perched on the back of a half-ton horse travelling at 

60kph and striving to make it go even faster, he could 

find time to think of the handicappers’ assessments. 

Little wonder he is so hard to beat! 

 

“But this horse doesn’t want to lose,” Marcus contin-

ued. “He helps you and he gets you out of it.” Sure 

enough he did just that, he was in front   (to page 6) 
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ONE WORLD (fm p4)  

 

100m out and travelling so well that his rider was able 

to drop his hands before the line. 

 

It takes some doing to transform a natural front-

runner into a horse that’s waited with and Marshall 

said: “I am proud of him. After the Green Point it’s the 

L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate. Then it’s lullah time before 

we go to Durban.” 

 

Whatever about the punters, the race and the tactics 

took their toll on the owners with Ken Truter saying: “I 

was a bundle of nerves and I am so relieved it’s over” 

while Etienne Braun added: “I think I aged ten years at 

the 400m.” 

 

Stable companion Tap O’Noth, who ran on in the final 

furlong after being last much of the way, will run in the 

Premier Trophy on December 21 while Brett Crawford is 

eyeing the Peninsula Handicap (Jan 11) for fourth-

placed Charles. That 1 800 race could also be on  the 

agenda for 50-1 runner-up More Magic who is an im-

prover worth noting as Candice Bass-Robinson said she 

had expected  him to run this well. 

 

Bunker Hunt would have finished closer than fifth but 

for twice being hampered in the straight. “He was very 

unlucky. Earmark him for next time,” advised Justin 

Snaith.  - Gold Circle. 

DAVID Ferraris and Zac Purton with the connections of Blastoise. 

In-form Ferraris awaits runners picked by legendary dad 

IN-form David Ferraris teamed up with champion jockey Zack Purton to win the Class 4 Panasonic R32  

Refrigerant Air-Conditioner Handicap over 1600m at Sha-Tin on Saturday with Blastoise. 

Ferraris said: “This was a top class win by my little 

horse Blastoise. You don't need to be a big horse in 

Hong Kong to give them a galloping lesson!” 

 

Blastoise is owned by a syndicate for which horses are 

picked by Mr Liu Shun-hong, and they are sold on from 

there. “His kids name all of the horses after characters 

in a Pokemon game,” said Ferraris. 

 

Ferraris has notched up six winners and near 40  

places from 89 runs after a slow start this season and 

he expects his good run of success to continue. 

 

He told Turf Talk: “I’ll be getting in some horses from 

South Africa early next year, all picked by my father 

Ormond before he retired. Bay Tibbs (Bold Silvano) has 

won twice already, he cost only R200,000. He and 

Brooklyn (VAR) will be going into quarantine hopefully 

in February. He also picked us Brass Bell, who has won 

but his owner doesn’t have a permit for Hong Kong 

and he will remain with Garth Puller, a nice horse who 

we expect bigger things of. We’ll be trying to get anoth-

er SA-bred on the float for owner David Hui and the 

Five Up High Syndicate, August Red or Cherokee Chief. 

 

“My father has not lost any of his ability to pick good 

horses. He’s sent us one so far, Go Ballistic (by Duke 

Of Marmalade), who ran here over 1400m, which is 

too short for him. He’s a lovely horse who won over a 

mile in South Africa and can win here too.” 

 

The 87-year-old Ferraris snr. said he was doing fine in 

retirement, trying to get used to things away from rac-

ing. “I don’t go racing anymore, I need a clean break 

but I still manage the trainers’ benevolent fund. We 

had two new blokes come on board last week. 

 

“I still enjoy picking horses, of course, and I will stay 

on as consultant to David when he needs me,” said 

the veteran and former master trainer.  - tt. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Cycles of life, love and death 

THE cycles of our existence are always so evident in our little 

racing community, and everyone is always affected. In the 

photo above, a newborn has arrived at Klawervlei farm, he’s 

by Moutonshoek’s Galileo stallion The United States and is a 

half-brother to handicapper D’Arrivee.  In the middle, the 

weekend wedding of racing’s love birds Candiese Marnewick 

and Warren Lenferna, regular Turf Talk contributors, and at 

the bottom, Alf Little, who served racing as a trainer, jockeys’ 

agent and administrator before his death to cancer on  

Sunday. Love and best wishes to the connections of the foal 

and the wedded couple, condolences and strength to Alf’s 

family and friends, another taken  too soon! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

