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DAVID Nieuwenhuizen (left) and the proud connections of Gr3 winner, Mill Queen. (JC Photos). 

Nieuwenhuizen praises his team for stable’s 

growth and success 

TRAINER David Nieuwenhuizen recorded a career best 29 winners from his small yard in the 2018/19 season, 

impressing with his ability to win with older, often moderate battlers and injury-prone types, and over a range of 

distances. 

Nieuwenhuizen has started the new season with a 

bang. He’s saddled 10 winners for a 12% strike rate. 

He finds himself just outside the National Top 20 on 

the trainers’ log after winning last Saturday’s Gr3 HSH 

Princess Charlene Starling Stakes over 1400m with his 

smart three-year-old filly Mill Queen, who ran on  

steadily under Gavin Lerena to defeat Lucky  

Houdalakis’ talented Wisteria Walk. 

 

“We’ve built the yard to 52 horses, including 14 two-

year-olds, a few old geldings we need to find homes for 

and some mares going to stud. But this can be a  

competitive season for us, we have a bit more  

firepower, some nice, loyal owners and a good team. 

I’ve set my goal to 50 winners this term.” 

Mill Queen, miler Magic Master, sprinter Hot Gossip 

and stayer Factor Fifty are the main earners at the  

moment, with Mill Queen looking to make further high-

level progress. 

 

“We’ll be looking at the Fillies Mile for her on 23  

November, and depending on the draw there is also 

the Ipi Tombe Challenge, though that will be against 

older fillies,” says Nieuwenhuizen. 

 

Mill Queen has not been without her niggles, and  

Nieuwenhuizen tells that he had to “walk her into the 

race” last Saturday. “Gavin Lerena galloped her about 

10 days before the race and said she was feeling 

something.                                                     (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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NIEUWENHUIZEN (fm p1) 

 

Mill Queen was sore across her whole top and we had to 

do physiotherapy every day. She couldn’t train, only 

walk, but we had her very fit so she came into the  

contest fresh and ready. 

 

“Mill Queen pulled up reasonably well on Saturday, 

we’ve continued with the physio. She’s still maturing, 

she needed time. When Gavin won on her back in 

March he said she was very immature. Richard Fourie 

said the same when he rode her into second in the 

Thekwini. One always has to consider advice like this, so 

we bypassed the Allan Robertson and later the Golden 

Slipper and put her away for the Princess Charlene. She 

is furnishing now.” 

 

Nieuwenhuizen wanted a Querari yearling when he went 

to the 2018 National Yearling Sale and after he’d 

missed his original choice, Johnny Hero, went to his 

maximum of R140,000 for another nice specimen in 

Mill Queen. He was fortunate to claim the winning bid at 

what could have been an opportune time during the 

second session of the sale. 

 

Mill Queen was partnered to Sturgeo Poriazis, 

Willie de Koker and Werner Volschenk, who 

are delighted with her return so far – three 

wins, two places and R425,000 in stakes from 

five starts. 
 

“Like any other horseman, I can only compete with a 

better quality of horse which now seems to be coming 

my way. I have a bunch of loyal owners supporting me, I 

think if I had Willie de Koker’s bubbly personality I’d 

have more horses, but I am not a poacher.  

Owners come to me when they see results, like with 

any other trainer.” 

 

Nieuwenhuizen describes himself as someone with 

enthusiasm and drive who uses often 

“unconventional methods” to get his runners to peak 

fitness. “You won’t see my runners doing the same 

work every day, I vary their programmes all the time.” 

 

He said about the stable’s steady growth and suc-

cess: “This is a culmination of my years of hard work 

and experience gained. I come from a commercial 

background and I know the value of a good team. The 

team I have behind me now is the best I’ve ever had.  

 

“I’ve tried to instil in them my own drive and passion 

and they share it. I’ve drilled intro them attention to 

detail and as much care as possible for every horse. 

We don’t ever want to miss a beat, and happy horses 

return the favours on the track. Owners and racing 

fans notice this.” 

 

Nieuwenhuizen’s team is managed by his wife 

Heather who handles accounts and the important 

function of owner communication. Nicole Radford is 

the yard’s assistant trainer, with Dr Terry Casey doing 

the veterinary work and the seasoned professional 

Douglas Jackson attending as farrier. 

 

Nieuwenhuizen believes in full commitment to his 

career and says: “All trainers should be actively in-

volved in our game so we can help each other and 

learn, and give our input where it is deemed neces-

sary. I attend liaison meetings, trainers’ meetings, I 

go everywhere where I can contribute and give back 

to the game This sport needs full participation and 

cooperation from everyone, now more than ever.”  - tt. 

 

BORN at Digteby stud last week, here is a strapping  filly foal by Pomodoro with her mom, 

Moulin Royale, who is a half-sister to Moulin Grise, the dam of Mill Queen. 



3 

 

http://www.kuda.co.za/


4 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


5 

 

His date spoke too soon! 
 

WHAT started as a failed date turned into a life-

changing day for punter 'Kenny', who collected 

$793,000 from a $10 first-four wager on 

the Melbourne Cup. 

 

Speaking with Melbourne’s Triple M's Hot 

Breakfast, successful punter Kenny said he had 

been unaware a protest had taken place on the 

Cup, won by Vow And Declare, as he was having 

lunch with his date at the time. 

 

"I was on a date with a girl I used to go to school 

with on the Gold Coast and we were at the 

Crown Casino, had a couple of drinks," the  

punter said 

 

"We watched the race and went up to South-

bank afterwards for lunch, I was still oblivious to 

my win, obviously." 

 

We had lunch, had a couple of drinks. she pretty 

much said, 'Listen Kenny, I can't really see it 

happening'. 

 

Unperturbed by the knock back, Kenny said he 

decided to turn his attention to the final races 

at Flemington, which was when he opened his 

Sportsbet account and saw his balance.  

 

"I opened up my Sportsbet account and stood 

up and started screaming. She said 'what are 

you doing, you're embarrassing me?'" 

 

"I said 'can you read this for me?' and she  

started screaming as well. 

 

“And then, I couldn’t shake her, she kept  

fetching drinks!” - punters.com.au 

Fined jockey suffers 

abuse on social media 
VICTORIA’s jockeys have been advised by their own  

association to “switch off” social media and “don’t read it” 

after Michael Walker and his family received a torrent of 

“horrific” abuse after his Melbourne Cup whip breach. 

An emotional Walker has shut down social media after  

copping a barrage of abuse and threats following his  

admission the “whip rules went out the window” when he 

rode Melbourne Cup runner-up Prince Of Arran. 

 

Walker was suspended for seven meetings, with the penalty 

to start after Thursday's VRC Oaks meeting, and fined 

$10,000. Walker and his heavily-pregnant partner Lauren 

were then subjected to threats and abuse by social media 

users who altered an online post of his 11-year-old daughter. 

 

“I put a post up yesterday on Facebook for my daughter's 

birthday and some cruel person went and edited that post 

and asked how would my daughter like to be hit, how would 

my mother, my wife - I am not married - but my partner, like to 

be hit," Walker said on Racing.com telecast of the Kyneton 

races on Wednesday. 

“We would encourage our members to switch it off and don’t 

read it, it is not just isolated to now (Melbourne Cup week),” 

VJA chief executive Matt Hyland said.—Racenet.com.au 

MICHAEL Walker. 

THIS WEEK:  ADRIAN TODD INTERVIEW. WATCH HERE. 

https://youtu.be/kX7DvsZmKIw
https://youtu.be/kX7DvsZmKIw
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Young Solomons is off the mark 

APPRENTICE Joshwin Solomons, a 4kg claimer, rode his first 

career winner on the Greyville Polytrack yesterday aboard 

Dennis Drier’s Crusade filly, Dune Dance (28-1). He made full 

use of his claim to steer her to a 1.25-length win over Anton 

Marcus on the 13-10 favourite, which would have made the 

win even sweeter! 

He should be tinting those shades 

AT only 26 years of age, Joseph O’Brien has all but walked on 

water. As a jockey he’d won 30 Group 1’s by age 23. As a 

trainer he’s already won eight flat Group 1’s, five Jumps 

Grade 1's, the coveted Melbourne Cup, the Irish Derby and a 

Breeders' Cup. Reportedly also more fun to be around than 

his massively accomplished father, Aidan, young Joseph has 

the world at his feet. The future is so bright he’ll need to tint 

those shades! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

