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FRANKEL with Sir Henry Cecil, jockey Tom Queally and Prince Khalid Abdullah. (Racing Post). 

Acclaimed actor will play Sir Henry Cecil in 

blockbuster about Frankel 
WE’re having to suffer a series called “Trackers” on M-Net at present (on Sunday nights in place of the movie!) - 

big-budget rubbish poorly produced in South Africa and featuring a quite extraordinary array of hopelessly out-of-

depth actors. 

While “Trackers” apparently has nothing to do with 

horses (it’s so piss-poor nobody actually knows what 

it’s about!), whomever commissioned and signed off on 

it will hopefully ride off on the horse he or she came in 

on. And then perhaps consult the British, or the  

Americans, on how to use a big budget to produce 

something special. 

 

Those nations can’t play rugby, but they can make  

movies and now, the wonderful career of Frankel is to 

be made into a film with Academy Award winner Jeremy 

Irons cast in the role of his legendary trainer Sir Henry 

Cecil. 

 

Produced by Eclipse Films and Irons, Frankel will chart 

the remarkable career of the unbeaten champion, 

whose 14 victories for owner-breeder Khalid Abdullah 

included jaw-dropping victories in the 2011 2,000 

Guineas and 2012 Queen Anne Stakes at Royal  

Ascot. 

 

The film, which is to be directed by Ron Scalpello from 

a screenplay by Jim Piddock, will also focus on the 

powerful bond between Frankel and his late trainer, 

who overcame personal torment and professional 

despair to reconquer racing despite suffering from 

serious illness.  

 

“A lot of people have tried to make this film but fell 

short of the mark,” Andrew Berg and John Sachs of 

Eclipse Films told screendaily.com. 

 

“Jim Piddock’s script stands out as the perfect bal-

ance of drama and action and director  (to page 2) 
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JEREMY Irons (left) will be playing Sir Henry Cecil in the Frankel movie. Our choice would have been South  

African racehorse owner  HJ “Chesty” Wolfaardt, owner of Double Vision Photography in Douglasdale.  

FRANKEL MOVIE (fm p1) 

 

Ron Scalpello is a gifted director, visceral, sensitive and 

extremely hard working and creative. 

 

“Jeremy was first choice to play Henry and has a genuine 

love for horses. Jeremy’s decision to join us as a producer 

has further cemented his passion for this project.” 

 

Irons, 71, is one of Britain’s best known and leading ac-

tors, winning numerous awards, including the Oscar for 

best actor for his portrayal of Claus von Bulow in Reversal 

of Fortune. 

 

He has also starred in prominent films such as The Lion 

King, Die Hard: With A Vengeance and The Man In The Iron 

Mask. He is currently starring in hit TV series Watchmen on 

HBO. 

 

Filming of Frankel is due to start later this year, although 

no announcement has yet been made as to when the mov-

ie will be available to the public. 

 

The film, which has been picked up by Canadian firm 

WaZabi Films, is being marketed at next week’s American 

Film Market, an annual networking event in the USA where 

movies are bought, sold and financed. 

 

WaZabi handles worldwide sales and jointly represents US 

rights with CAA Media Finance. It told screendaily.com: 

“Our clients expect us to bring them the best; Frankel fits 

in perfectly.”  - tt. 

Good news: Ramsden stays! 
 

JOEY Ramsden has decided against moving to  

Singapore to train. He will now presumably stay put 

at his Milnerton base and concentrate on trying to 

build up the stable to its former glories. 

 
Singapore Turf Club executive Zenna Teo emailed 

MICHAEL CLOWER: “We would like to inform you 

that Mr Joey Ramsden has decided not to train in 

Singapore.” 

 
Ramsden is one of the few trainers in this country 

to have won Group 1 races overseas and at home 

he was won more than 1 750 races including 26 

Grade 1s, notably the 2016 renewal of the 

Vodacom Durban July with Markus Jooste’s runner, 

The Conglomerate.  

 

He also has the personality to attract owners and a 

world-wide reputation that is likely to attract further 

patronage from overseas. 

 

He has recently updated his website to publicise an 

attacking policy that extends countrywide, saying: 

“The yard regularly raids Johannesburg, Durban 

and Port Elizabeth. With the recent success of the 

Johannesburg stable we are looking to make that 

yard a permanent fixture and, with a 10% stakes 

winners to winners strike rate, we believe our  

results speak for themselves.” - Gold Circle. 

https://doublevisionphotography.co.za/
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BSA’s Ready To Run Sales-Topper, a Futura colt (Lot 91), bought for R1,3-milion by Gary Woods’  

Empire International Bloodstock. (Photo by Candiese Marnewick). 

Let’s focus on the encouraging signs! 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa’s CEO, Michael Holmes, says there are positives to be taken from the results of  

Sunday’s Emperors Ready To Run Sale at the TBA Complex. 

The 112 lots sold at this year’s renewal of the Sale 

grossed a total of R14.35 million (12.5% down on 

20189), while averaging R128 125 (32% down) in a 

difficult economic climate. 

 

Holmes commented: “The figures are there for every-

one to see, but let’s concentrate on the good things, 

because we are here to stay and we are looking to the 

future and building afresh.  

 

“The most encouraging aspect is that we have a  

buyer’s bench that is showing a host of new names 

and faces. There are still people who love racing and 

we have new buyers stepping in to replace the lost 

ones, and existing stalwarts holding strong. 

 

“Empire International was our biggest buyer, Bernard 

Lincoln was another international buyer along with 

Ricky Maingard, and Suzette Viljoen stood her ground 

along with Bruce Gardner, who always supports this 

sale and bought under ‘Pizzaz Racing’.  

 

“If you go down the list there are several regulars to 

mention along with the new names, like Nic Jonnson, 

the Alexander family, Stuart Pettigrew and Preggy  

Somasondrum, who spent R160,000 and bought five 

two-year-olds. He is a smaller buyer, there were a  

number of them, but we treasure all their support. This 

is a good base to build from! 

Holmes said that he wished rival company CTS well 

with their own Ready To Run Sale on 22 November.  

“It’s tough out there, but I hope they hold their own. I 

believe there is a spirit of cooperation taking hold in 

the industry. We are all working towards the same 

goal.”  -tt. 

Heversham’s overseas success 
 
LAST year, Gauteng’s Heversham Park Farm bought an 

Authorised mare who is a half sister to retired 

Klawervlei stallion Count du Bois (Zafonic) at the Goffs 

Ireland November Mare sale.  

 

At the October Goffs Sale of 2019, her yearling filly by 

The Last Lion was the sales topper on Day Two of the 

October Yearling Sale. 

 

The mare has a weanling colt by Pride of Dubai from 

Countess Farrama (Lot 104) selling on Day 1 of the 

Goffs November Foal Sale on 18 November, consigned 

by Coolagown Stud.  - tt. 

@turftalk1 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

VIVA Phala (middle), the groom of the handsome three-year-old 

Bohica (Capetown Noir) trained by Azzie Racing Stables, won 

the cash prize for the best turned out horse in the Emperors 

Palace Ready To Run Cup last Saturday. Congratulations to 

Viva and to Bloodstock SA’s Ashley de Klerk (right), who won 

the Turf Talk award for sexiest babe on the track. The tall bloke 

is Lyall Cooper of Tellytrack, who missed out on a prize this 

year. 

Viva to all racing’s good lookers! 

Don’t tell Tony Ridgway... 

Ok, well this is actually funny! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

