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GEORGE Stubbs mares and foals. 

Whistlejacket stopped the traffic 
WHY should we tell the university and college population of South Africa all about Whistlejacket to popularise 

racing? 

Because intelligent people grasp a proper story.  

Fashion parades, novelty competitions and prawns are 

all very well, but if we don’t instil a sense of the  

magnificence of our horses in the youth of South  

Africa, we’ll be playing catch-up here to the point of 

extinction. Exports or no exports. 

 

When Whistlejacket was projected all across the face 

of The National Gallery in London, the traffic in Trafal-

gar Square stopped. That’s a lot of traffic. And a lot of 

people getting out of their vehicles to look at a horse. 

 

George Stubbs (1724 – 1806) is regarded in his home 

country and in USA – and arguably throughout the 

“world of western art” – as the daddy of them all when 

it comes to painting racehorses. He was the first to 

paint them realistically. He painted some with no back-

ground at all, focussing entirely on the detail of the 

horse. He wrote – a milestone work - The Anatomy of 

the Horse in 1766, self-taught including spending  

hundreds of hours dissecting horse cadavers to learn 

the physiology in extraordinary and probably stinking, 

retching detail. 

 

At that time, science in the broad sense did not take 

much notice of the make-up of animals. It was only the 

beginning of widespread horse breeds having collec-

tive identities, instead of local definitions   (to page 2) 
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WHISTLEJACKET by George Stubbs. (The National Gallery). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

trapped by tiny horizons. 

 

For that sort of reason, Stubbs did not receive recognition and 

acclaim until the mid 19th century or later. Prior to that, an  

animal painter would be somewhat lower life than a painter of 

landscapes and people – Gainsborough was a contemporary - 

much like a designer of haute couture would (and still does) 

outrank designers of clothes that the whole world wears. 

 

Stubbs was “in on” the birth of the thoroughbred, more or less. 

The Godolphin Barb was born in the same year, and it is he – of 

the three founding stallions, the other two being the Darley  

Arabian foaled 1700 and the Byerley Turk, earlier – who begat 

Mogul who begat Whistlejacket. 

 

Although I grew up calling him The Godolphin Barb, there are 

those who get a slap on the wrist for doing so. “The Godolphin 

Arabian” is the received wisdom these days, ruining the flow 

when you say the three names together. 

 

But this handle recognises that although the stallion came from 

Tunis (The Barbary Coast), he had almost certainly been foaled 

in what is now Yemen, poor souls, and had been exported via 

Syria, ditto. 

 

Further research has suggested that The Godolphin Arabian 

was a Turkoman horse. For any of you kind enough to have 

read my other stuff (specifically about Kazakhstan and the oth-

er “stans”), that means he was an Akhal-Teke with 3,000 years 

of glorious, beautiful history originating in 

what is now Turkmenistan and often trading 

for huge sums of money. A visiting national 

President might be presented with one. They 

only come with glistening metallic paint, and 

the thought of that lineage makes my typing 

fingers tingle. 

 

But never mind me. Back to our South African 

students. So far, we would have hooked some 

History of Art people; medical and veterinary 

specialists; perhaps someone reading English 

history or even archaeology/anthropology 

about to write a thesis on the impact of the 

horse over centuries. 

 

All very mortar-board and restricted; important 

nonetheless. What we need is to grab the 

crowd. 

 

“Whistlejacket” is George Stubbs’ most 

famous painting, not least because it is 

9½ x 8 feet (around 3m x 2m). It has no 

distracting background, and it depicts 

veins, muscles and small physical  

characteristics unique to Whistlejacket. 
 

Whistlejacket’s owner the Marquess of Rock-

ingham – briefly British Prime Minister – com-

missioned the painting amongst a bunch of 

others which were held in the family until 

1997 when this one was released for sale. 

Supported by donations in a sort of crowd-

funding appeal plus National Lottery money, 

the painting was bought by The National Gal-

lery for 11 million pounds. “Saved for the Na-

tion” as the saying goes. You can pop in and 

see it any time you are passing. Free. 

 

They also say, in a wistful 18th century sort of 

way, that Whistlejacket was a temperamental 

chap who disl iked the painting.  

Believe that if you like, but a lot of people 

stopped to admire him when, in 1997, he was 

projected across the face of The National Gal-

lery at the top of Trafalgar Square. 11 million 

quid for a painting made headlines then.  

Multiple multiples now. 

 

This column will not presume to nominate a 

dozen South African college and other build-

ings on which to project technologically  

advanced images to catch the student eye, 

but the subject must be carefully chosen.  

 

It will be no good using today’s famous race-

horse (gone tomorrow). It might have worked 

when Pocket Power retired – he having “been 

around” at the top for a number of years  

because his crumbly feet made him  

unsuitable for export and racing overseas. 

There was a lot of emotion to be transmitted 

when he stopped, and it was barely (to p3) 
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AKHAL-Tekes everywhere. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

transmitted. But now we have no thoroughbred sports 

superstar – in the national sense. 

 

I have advocated turning some jockeys into superstars/

poster boys like they did in Japan. We can still do that. 

But what we want on the side of those buildings is a  

fabulous looking horse. 

 
People love Champions. The word champion – two 

words – World Champion – are topical right now. Catch 

the wave. We have a very special type of thoroughbred 

champion every year. Quite often coming back to retain 

his title. Champion Sire. 

Get a beautiful picture of South Africa’s champion 

sire all over the walls, on 31st July. It shouldn’t cost 

so much.  

 

Enough people will want to know more, who, why, 

how, where from? Social Media can take care of 

that. Slo-mo movement, impressively statuesque, 

close ups of his eye. A star. 

 

Please don’t allow the argument that the champion 

sire owner will benefit. We are not advertising to 

mare owners. We are looking to introduce more and 

more people to magnificent creatures. We are trying 

to advertise our sport, not – as we do – to advertise 

eternally to each other. -  tt. 
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The perils of supporting England 
MOLLY BURNS ALL THE FORM BOOKS! 

THE photo on the right was taken in the Racing. It’s A Rush Bar at Turffontein about 

30 minutes into Saturday’s Rugby World Cup Final when the writing was on the wall 

and DAVID MOLLETT knew he had “done his cash”. He is still upset with the world 

today following several losses at the Charity Mile races too, but managed to sweat 

out a story for us. It’s therapeutic, Molly, you will feel better by tonight! 

"GREAT Expectations" is a famous novel by Charles Dickens and those two words 

perfectly sum up my mood en route to Turffontein  on Saturday morning! 

"I think I can safely say I'm starting with a kitty of a few 

grand thanks to England being the second leg of some 

doubles," I told my chauffeur, Nico K. 

 

"Yes, they're now 5-10 with Betting World," was Nico's 

reply. 

 

"Well, the formbook with them having beaten New  

Zealand and New Zealand thumping Wales suggests 

they should be 1-3," I replied. 

 

At the course, the man who has made the 2019 Rugby 

World Cup so memorable for many, Chris Van Niekerk, 

was hosting the final in the "It's A Rush" room. His 

guests had already enjoyed a magnificent venue in 

Sandton for the quarter finals and semis. 

 

I took in the others at my table - Jo and Grant Knowles, 

Adrian Todd and Turf Talk's Charl Pretorius. Most 

dressed in Bok colours and all confident of a South 

African win. I thought, ’this is going to be like a funeral 

parlour in 40 minutes time!’ 

 

After just 15 minutes, I knew this Yorkshireman 

was in trouble. England players looked in what 

can only be described as a hypnotic state.  

Amazingly, given their great performance in the 

semi-final, it was clear they were there for the  

taking. 

 
A full-time score 20 points in South Africa's favour - 

unbelievable yet, when you think about it, this isn't the 

first time the country has risen to the big occasion in 

this tournament. 

 

So now I have to get out of jail. No problem, I have two 

"good things" on the 13-race (well done to  

commentator Alistair Cohen who called 12 of them) 

card. 

Last Friday, I had taken 5-1 about Imperious Duke in 

the fourth so was more than happy to see the choicely-

bred three year-old quoted at 5-2 on Tellytrack's  

Saturday morning show. 

 

Good trainer, good jockey, good draw and certain to 

come on from his first run was my prognosis about the 

son of Duke of Marmalade. Also, the "Guv" (Geoff 

Woodruff) had sounded pretty bullish when  

interviewed by "Bonski". 

 

Result: ‘Duke’ never mentioned as Hellofaride drew 

clear to provide the De Kock stable with the second of 

six winners. It was the second of four winners for 23 

year-old Callan Murray who - as far as the De Kock 

team are concerned - will be delighted he returned 

home early from Singapore. 

 

Never mind - cowboys don’t cry - on to my second 

"good thing" which was Sidonie in the Gr 3 Starling 

Stakes.  

 

Sean Tarry had felt that young Luke Ferraris had gone 

too fast on the filly last time out, but now "Striker" was 

the pilot and jumping from a favourable draw. Only Mill 

Queen and the badly-drawn, Wisteria Walk, to beat 

was my judgement call. 

 

Same story - never mentioned. I don't know what it is 

about "Striker" but - if he doesn't get on the scoresheet 

early - there are often no happy endings for his many 

supporters. Apart from Sidonie's no show, he also ran 

unplaced on both Zillzaal (favourite for the Emperors 

Palace Charity Mile) and Putontheredlight (well backed 

for the Graham Beck Stakes). 

 

The racing grapevine had it that Putontheredlight had 

turned in an outstanding gallop in his final piece of 

work at Randjies. 
(To page 6) 
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MOLLY AND ENGLAND (fm p4) 

 

So now what to do? I turned to Charl. "I see you like 

Russian Prince (in the Golden Loom) in your Turf 

Talk tips." 

 

"Yes, big runner," replied Charl as he summoned the 

waiter for another drink. 

 

Result - slowly away (never been slow in previous 

starts) and the writing was on the wall after that 

tardy beginning. 

 

So - in a nutshell it was a well-run meeting with 

some classy animals - but this veteran journo left 

the city track with empty pockets and dejected 

about England's loss. 

 

"I'm giving up punting," I told the wife on my return 

home. 

 

The phone rings - it's "Bonski". He's heard one for 

Turffontein on Thursday!  - tt. 

DAVE Mollett shouldn’t be feeling too bad after a  

hammering received. Former India cricket mental  

conditioning coach, Paddy Upton took to Twitter and  

posted a video of his "good mate" -- an England rugby 

team supporter -- running naked for 1.5 kilometres on a 

beach in Cape Town after he had lost a bet.  Never back 

anything that’s odds-on, crew! 

QUEEN Supreme, pulverised her field. (JC Photos) 

SA’s new Queen Of The Turf? 

SATURDAY’s Gr3 Yellowwood Handicap over 1800m at 

Turffontein was a race that was always going to be at the 

mercy of Exceed and Excel’s daughter Queen Supreme 

(IRE) and punters and race watchers were delighted to see 

one of the day’s “good things” arrive in thrilling fashion.  

The details leading to the last 400m of horse races are 

often on the boring side. So let’s focus only on Queen Su-

preme moving up oh-so-smoothly at this point, taking com-

mand and putting her rivals to bed, in a deep sleep too.   

 

Her winning distance over the capable Ronnie’s Candy was 

4.25-lengths. 

“I knew what I had under me,” said jockey Callan 

Murray, himself a picture of confidence since his 

return from Singapore (though it seems he can do 

with a good meal!).  “Queen Supreme is very smart 

out of the gates and she puts herself in the race. 

She makes my job easier, and she’ll improve in 

leaps and bounds.” 

 

Mike de Kock agreed, saying: “She was very im-

pressive today, she is getting better and better.” 

 

In good spirits after the stable’s fifth success of 

the day, Mike said: “There is nothing better than to 

win with mates, the partners in this filly are JJ “Van 

Tingeling” (Van der Linden), Larry (Nestadt),  

Jessica (Slack) and Jehan (Malherbe). We bought 

her in Ireland. This is what it’s all about!” Yes, like 

doing the Hokey Pokey. Easy. 

 

De Kock added: “Queen Supreme is headed for a 

Grade 1. She’s Paddock Stakes and Sun Met ma-

terial, she’s that good. Our next stop will probably 

be the Paddock Stakes, though we’ll have to deal 

with travelling to Cape Town which is never easy.” - 

mikedekockracing.com 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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THEY’re only related in as far as their service to racing goes, but BSA’s Heather Morkel (left) and trainer Mike  

Robinson are two of the nicest  people in the industry and they celebrated their birthdays at the weekend—

Heather at the races in Johannesburg on Saturday and Mike posing like an English Lord with his daughter  

Caitlin’s horse, at an Equestrian Contest in Cape Town on Sunday. Many happy returns to both! 

TAB will be betting on Melbourne Cup 
TAB’s online betting system will be live and operational from 04:00 on Tuesday 5 November to accommodate 

punters who want to get in on the Melbourne Cup action. 

The race meeting starts at 01:50, while Race 7, the Mel-

bourne Cup, will be run at 06:00. The last race on the 

card, race 10, is scheduled to be run at 08:15. 

 

Tellytrack will broadcast Races 5-10 live from  

Flemington. 

 

There will also be live coverage on Tellytrack of several 

Australian meetings as normal, including Randwick and 

Eagle Farm. 

 

Betting details: 

 

TAB pools for Flemington Races 5-10 on Tuesday will 

open on Monday 4 November; 

 

TAB tote sheets with fields and tips for Flemington will 

be available in TAB shops and tabonline from Monday 

morning. 

 

Flemington: RACES 5-10: 

 

Commingled - Win, Place, Exacta, Rolling Double (Races 

1-2; 2-3 etc). 

SA pools - RACES 7-10: Swinger, Trifecta, Quartet. 

All bets R1 unit; 

Rolling Double R2 increments; 

Commingled pools minimum bet R12 (minimum 

Eachway Bet = R6 Win, R6 Place = R12); 

SA pools minimum bet R6. 

 

TABCORP Australia Place Rules: 

Less than 5 carded = no Place betting; 

5-7 carded = payouts FIRST, SECOND; 

8 or more carded = payouts FIRST, SECOND, 

THIRD. 

 

TAB will add R10,000 to the Quartet pool on the Mel-

bourne Cup, Race 7 @ 06:00. 

BETTING WORLD’s latest betting on the 2019  

Melbourne Cup: 

 

5-1 FINCHE 

7-1 Mar De Glace 

15-2 Constantinople 

10-1 Vow and Declare 

11-1  Cross Counter, Il Paradiso 

13-1 Surpise Baby 

15-1 Mustajeer, Prince Of Arran 

16-1 and upwards others. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/


9 

 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

THE charity who drew Barahin and received the R150 000 first 

prize is Animal Allies who was represented by 7de Laan star 

Hildegardt Whites, and received the prize at Turffontein  

Saturday from Emperors Palace stalwart, Bob Yearham.  

Director of the organisation, Desire Friedland explained their 

aim is to help abused, abandoned and suffering animals who 

desperately need help. “We have realised the only way to end 

this is through education and sterilization. “By focusing on 

these we are hoping to decrease the amount of suffering,  

unwanted animals and subsequently reduce the euthanasia 

rate.” 

The giving hand is never empty 

Who gets lost on Memory Lane? 

BACK we go to the Vaal around September 1981 and a photo 

of Mexican (Mexico II) winning the Joseph Dorfman Memorial 

Handicap at the Vaal. He was a cracking sprinter from the era 

of Phantom Earl and Rotterdam, owned by J.A.T Eccles, 

trained by Barry McMurtry and ridden by his son, John, who 

died in the Hennenman Air Disaster in 1987. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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