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JAMES Gerber (left) and Johnny Gerber at the Chris Gerber Memorial Golf Day and fundraiser.  (Nadine Morley). 

Bidvest to sponsor Summer Cup 

and Chris Gerber will be honoured 
A golf day was held at the Wanderers Club in Johannesburg on Thursday to celebrate the life of the hugely  

popular businessman, racehorse owner and breeder, Chris Gerber, who passed away on 31 October 2018. 

During the post-tournament ceremony, Gerber’s  

brother, Johnny, introduced Phumelela’s Rob Scott 

who shared the breaking news that Bidvest will be 

sponsoring Johannesburg’s R2-million flagship race 

this year and that it will be named, “The Gauteng 

Bidvest Summer Cup in Memory of Chris Gerber.” 

 

Scott said: “Our thanks go to Lindsay Ralphs and his 

team at Bidvest, who deemed it appropriate to  

remember Chris Gerber on this occasion. This is the 

greatest race in our province.” 

 

Gerber, who won the Summer Cup himself as owner of 

Malteme and part-owner of Rudra, served racing in 

several other capacities, including from an administra-

tive perspective. He was Chairman of the  

Thoroughbred Horseracing Trust, served on many 

boards during his racing career and donated to various 

racing causes. 

 

His untimely death was a huge loss to racing and 

breeding in South Africa and one trainer described it 

as “the biggest tragedy to hit our industry in many 

years”. 

 

Johnny Gerber shared a few great moments and  

anecdotes from Chris’ life and thanked Bidvest and 

Phumelela for their kind gesture. What his family and 

friends remember as “Chris-isms” – funny quotes Chris 

often entertained his guests with, were silk-screened 

on banners around the course. 

 

Gerber’s former racing manager, Colin Gordon,  

commented: “Racing has historically steered away 

from adding personal names to sponsorships and that 

Bidvest has done this for the memory of Chris is a  

wonderful and heart-warming gesture.” 

 

Chris Gerber was a regular donator to his beloved KES 

(King Edward VII School) and helped many disadvan-

taged pupils through their school careers. An amount 

of R2,1-million was raised in 2019 by the TAG founda-

tion ((Johnny Gerber’s Travel Assignment Group), most 

of it an auction of travel packages held at  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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A “Chris-Ism” bannered: Translated from Afrikaans, “There are no pills for stupidity!” 

GERBER AND SUMMER CUP (fm p1) 
 

at the ceremony on Thursday evening. 

 

TAG has become a large fundraiser, supporting 33 

boys and all their educational needs at KES, one of 

South Africa’s most renowned and reputable schools 

who has the likes of sporting greats Gary Player, 

Graeme Smith, Dr Ali Bacher and Bryan Habana, as 

well as other industry trailblazers including Sir  

Donald Gordon, William Kentridge, Justice Johann 

Kriegler, Justice Richard Goldstone, Sir Sydney  

Kentridge QC and Tony Bloom among its alumni. 

  

“It is with tremendous pride that the TAG Foundation 

is turning deemed impossibilities into reality for  

selected learners to be able to attend KES. 

 

“What is most pleasing is seeing just what these boys 

can achieve academically given an opportunity that 

our friends and supporters have provided them with. 

 

“The TAG foundation is merely a conduit, the real 

heroes are our legendary supporters who year after 

year not only attend the function but also give most 

generously in order to ensure that we can meet our 

obligation in terms of the school and boarding fees. 

The other heroes are our generous suppliers who 

continue to give us unbelievable prizes that we are 

able to auction off in order to raise the necessary 

fund. We enjoyed an awesome day and evening,” 

Gerber commented.  -tt. 

A 13-race feast at Turffontein 

SELECTIONS: 

Race 1:  (9) Flycatcher (17) Storm Commander (9) Fly-

catcher (5) Bergerac (11) Prince Evlanoff 

Race 2:  (7) Alameery (18) Encore (1) Endangered (15) 

Mohican 

Race 3:  (9) Bella Rosa (1) Wild Thoughts (13) Peaceon-

therocks (15) Trapiche 

Race 4:  (13) Imperious Duke (1) Ideal Day (14) Paw Pet-

al (12) Hellofaride 

Race 5:  (1) Cockney Pride (7) Sidonie (5) Mill Queen (10) 

Golden Belle 

Race 6:  (8) Gaian Glory (7) Spiritofthegroove (1) Enjoy 

The View (2) Bohica 

Race 7:  (13) In The Dance (15) Approach Control (2) 

Barahin (7) Cascapedia 

Race 8:  (13) Tallinn (8) On My Mind (2) Frosted Gold (3) 

Putontheredlight 

Race 9:  (11) Queen Supreme (5) Second Request (4) 

Perfect Tigress (3) Roy’s Riveira 

Race 10: (10) Russian Prince (1) Van Halen (3) Prince Of 

Kahal (7) Attenborough 

Race 11: (8) Rockin Russian (10) Keep Smiling (2) 

Cordilerra (3) Abelie 

Race 12: (6) Seattle Force (3) American Indian (5) Flichity 

By Far (11) Fact 

Race 13: (8) Pomander (7) Always Red (2) Jive Express 

(9) Ballet Shoes 
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Beauty and Adrenaline 
 
TURF Talk contributor Kathryn Ralphs tweeted today: 

“The Peermont Emperors Palace Charity Mile is  

undoubtedly my favourite initiative in racing. It connects 

great horses with really interesting South Africans, for 

amazing causes. 

 

“Kriya Gangiah was such a good sport to meet up with 

her runner representative - Approach Control. This  

photo is the perfect combination of beauty and  

adrenaline. AC and Kriya are raising money for the  

Peermont Hotel School Bursary fund.” 

(Photo by Paul Ralphs) 

Brandon’s big race debut 

Down Under 

BRANDON Lerena, now a resident of Australia, has 

joined trainer Bjorn Baker at Warwick Farm, Sydney.  

 

Baker posted on Facebook: “Brandon Lerena has his 

first city ride on Fun Fact in tomorrow’s $7,500,000 

inaugural Golden Eagle. 

 

Brandon, a Gr 1 winning jockey in South Africa, has 

recently migrated here and joined my team. Join me in 

wishing him all the best - for the race, and the rugby!”  

@turftalk1 

Thisel’s approach to Charity Mile 

THE progressive Candice Dawson-trained Approach 

Control could cause an upset in Saturday’s Grade 2 

Peermont Emperor’s Palace Charity Mile at Turffontein, 

writes DAVID THISELTON. 

  

Last time out he was well beaten by the favourite Zill-

zaal over this course and distance. The latter, who won 

easing up, beat him by four lengths. However, Approach 

Control clearly did not enjoy blinkers and was throwing 

his head around at one stage. The blinkers have been 

taken off and he is 4,5kg better off with Zillzaal.  

  

The form of his previous start looks better. In that race 

over 1400m he beat the like of Charity Mile contenders 

Divine Odyssey, Infamous Fox, Flying Winger and Pilou 

and on paper should either beat them again or there 

should be nothing in it, so he looks good value at long 

odds.  

  

Lastly, he is a long-striding sort who will relish the long 

straight of the standside track and he has always 

struck as a scopey sort who would come into his own 

as a four-year-old. On the downside he is 1,5kg under 

sufferance, half-a-kilogram due to his merit rating and 

1kg due to S’Manga Khumalo riding 1kg overweight. 

However, Khumalo is not a twice champion jockey for 

nothing and he is riding at the top of his game. The oth-

er downside is his tricky draw of ten out of 16, so Khu-

malo will need to be at his best and also have some 

luck to find necessary cover. 

Zillzaal has improved with gelding and went through 

with his run last time, something he had not been doing 

last season. Therefore, he could be well handicapped 

as he is probably yet to show his best. However, the 

Gauteng Summer Cup is his main aim, so he might not 

be quite at his peak.  

 

Infamous Fox seems to prefer tighter tracks. He has a 

good draw, which should enable MJ Byleveld to find 

cover. However, he will need to follow a forward moving 

horse in the straight so his fine turn of foot can be used 

to maximum effect.   - Gold Circle. 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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ALSON Ndzilana. 

Alson Ndzilana joins 

Mike de Kock 
ALSON Ndzilana, former right-hand man to  

Joey Ramsden, has joined Mike de Kock’s stables at 

Randjesfontein as assistant trainer. He assumed duties 

this morning.’ 

 

Ndzilana (43), joined Ramsden in 1998 and worked with 

a host of top thoroughbreds including Winter Solstice, 

The Conglomerate, Bravura, Set To Music and  

international star Variety Club, he rates as the best he 

has been associated with. 

 

Ndzilana grew up in a rural village on the outskirts of 

Mthata and found work as a stable hand with trainer 

Piet Steyn when he was 18 years old. He became  

Ramsden’s full-time assistant trainer in 2009 and at the 

time the Cape trainer said: “He’s meticulous, he stands 

out from the rest of my employees. He deals with the 

cream of the crop in my stable and I trust him implicitly.” 

 

A few years later, when Ramsden was churning out plen-

ty of feature race winners, he commented: “Alson 

Ndzilana is my go-to man. It’s impossible to spread  

myself all over the country. I rely on Alson’s judgement. 

We’ve had big winners on his advice.” 

Ndzilana told Turf Talk that his move to Johannesburg 

carried Ramsden blessing. The trainer has been consid-

ering a move to Singapore. “I’ve come to the right place. 

I’ve spent several months here over the last year and 

the Ramsden stable’s raiding runners were based with 

Mr de Kock, so I have worked with him and Mrs De 

Kock, Mathew and the team. We’re good friends, I am 

proud and privileged to be here, and thankful.” 

Ndzilana’s biggest success came when he trained 

Attenborough on Ramsden’s behalf to win the Gr1 

Computaform Sprint last year. 

 

De Kock commented: “We are pleased to have a 

man of proven ability like Alson on board. He’s a 

good trainer in his own right having come from the 

Ramsden School of Training and working with some 

of the best runners we’ve seen in this country. 

 

“Alson’s services will become particularly valuable in 

Johannesburg when Mathew starts travelling next 

year. He will be spending a lot of time in Australia, 

getting to know their industry.”  - tt. 

At Kenilworth, Linda Loves Lace 
 

JUSTIN Snaith can kick off what should be a good 

day by taking the opening Itsarush.co.za Maiden at 

Kenilworth tomorrow with Linda Loves Lace, writes 

MICHAEL CLOWER. 

 

The probable favourite threw away her chance in 

her last two Kenilworth starts by coming out of the 

pens like a grandmother – but at Durbanville last 

time her tuition clearly paid off because she revert-

ed to the useful form that saw her finish either sec-

ond or third in three consecutive outings last sea-

son. 

 

The obvious danger is Festive Girl who finished 

nearly six lengths in front of her early last month in 

a race in which Piet Steyn had three of the first four. 

Morne Winnaar’s mount certainly has the form to 

take advantage if the Snaith filly fluffs the start 

again but Steyn is cautious. 

 

He said yesterday: “I am expecting a good effort – 

she is doing well and working well – but I gave her a 

bit of a break and I haven’t galloped her since that 

last race so she might need the run.” 

 

Bernard Fayd’Herbe returns on the Andre Nel new-

comer Lady Lu who was 33-10 third favourite yes-

terday morning. The bookmakers are also cautious 

about 5-1 fellow first-timers Silver Maria and Blue 

Duchess. Keep an eye on the betting because  

money for any of the three would be significant. 

Pinkerton is not much of a price at 5-10 in the Cape 

Town Summer Of Champions Maiden 40 minutes 

later but Richard Fourie’s mount was considered 

good enough to go to Durban and, while no match 

for convincing winner Kilindini three weeks ago, he 

had the useful 84-rated Gold Medal over five 

lengths back third. 

Second favourite at 9-2 is Ronaldo who steps up in 

trip after a good run over 1 250m but he will need 

to have come on a fair bit to trouble Pinkerton.  - 

Gold Circle. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Habib was a few feet from tragedy 

JOCKEY Calvin Habib injured his foot in an accident at  

Greyville yesterday and his mother Amanda commented: “It 

could’ve been far worse, God protected him. The horse 

could've kicked him in the face. Thank you to everyone that 

helped him out, the people on the course, the doctors at the 

hospital, my family in Durban who went to see him and kept 

me updated. Also to Mr Goodman  (James) who was there to 

help and take Calvin his kit and to Gavin Lerena who went to 

see him in the medical room.    

Images from Brokeback Mountain 
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