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TOP female jock Linda Meech is enjoying support after being sacked from a big-race ride. 

Storm of controversy after the sacking of female jock 

NEW Zealand-born jockey Linda Meech rode Thought of That to a brilliant win in the Gr1 Caulfield Classic in  

Melbourne earlier this month, but there is a storm of controversy after she was sacked by owner Brae Sokolski 

for the ride on the same horse for the Victoria Derby, in favour of Mark Zahra. 

Sokolski, a prominent owner, made the call to change 

jockeys ahead of the $2 million race on Derby Day. But 

the fallout from the decision to sack Meech from 

Thought of That continues, with Melbourne Cup-

winning jockey Michelle Payne fined for her response 

on social media. 

 

The director of the movie that portrayed Payne's rise to 

fame, Rachel Griffiths, has apologised after initially 

labelling the owner of the Victoria Derby second favour-

ite a "top dickhead" after he decided to replace Meech 

with Mark Zahra for Saturday's race. 

 

Griffiths and Melbourne Cup-winning jockey Michelle 

Payne have slammed the decision, with Payne fined 

$1,000 by stewards for her comments. 

Payne, the first female jockey to win Australia’s biggest 

race, fell foul of Racing Victoria officials after calling 

the owner a "pig" in a Twitter post that has since been 

deleted. 

 

"Not for the public to decide but the public can recog-

nise you as a pig," Payne tweeted. 

 

It has not always been smooth sailing Payne, who has 

faced chauvinism, injury and family tragedy on her 

path to victory. Griffiths made the movie Ride Like A 

Girl, which documented Payne's 2015 Cup win on 

Prince of Penzance. 

 

Payne famously spoke out after her victory, describing 

racing as a "chauvinistic sport".                     (to page 2) 
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LINDA MEECH (fm p1) 

 

"I just wanted to say that everyone else get stuffed, 

because they think women aren't strong enough but 

we just beat the world," she said at the time. 

 

While Payne was not reprimanded for her post-

Melbourne Cup comments, this time Racing Victoria 

stewards were not impressed by her post, which came 

after Sokolski declared that while he knew his decision 

would be "unpopular", "it's not a decision for the pub-

lic". 

 

Stewards interviewed Payne on Wednesday morning. 

She pleaded guilty to breaching Australian Rule of Rac-

ing 228 (d), which bars people in the racing industry 

from publishing or posting material or comment that is 

"obscene, offensive, defamatory, racist, threatening, 

harassing, discriminatory or abusive to or about any 

other person involved in the racing industry". 

 

The stewards found the comments about Sokolski of-

fensive and levied the fine on Payne. 

 

Griffiths' social media post has since been edited to 

remove the phrase "top dickhead”. She has apologised 

for her choice of words and for contributing to vitriolic 

attacks on Sokolski, but maintained her view of 

Meech's demotion. 

 

"Victoria's winniest jockey Linda Meech taken off Sat-

urday's VRC Derby qualifier THOUGHT OF THAT after 

riding his three starts — winning the Caulfield Classic — 

as Mark Zahra has a better record," she posted. 

 

"Men have a better record because women are taken 

off horses they have qualified for group one races … 

It's disappointing to see this behaviour continue in an 

industry that needs women in its future and so many 

women were looking forward to backing her." 

 

Sokolski put out a statement rejecting any inference 

he had dropped Meech because she was a female 

jockey. 

 

"I've spent my life building a reputation in the business 

and racing communities for acting with integrity, de-

cency, fairness and respect," he said. 

 

"To have this reputation now sullied by an impetuous 

and reckless act is deeply upsetting, not just for my-

self, but for those close to me. 

 

"Michelle Payne will be held to account and a lesson 

needs to be learned. And as to those who have fol-

lowed her with their vitriol, unfortunately it's a  

reflection on society.”  - Extracts from The Age. 

MICHELLE Payne and Rachel Griffiths:  

They tell it like it is! 

Braam has a runner in 

Melbourne Cup  
THERE will be South African interest in this year’s  

Melbourne Cup which will be run at Flemington Race-

course on Tuesday 5 November.  

It is called “the race that stops a nation” as Australia 

shuts down for the running of the race. In fact, in the 

state of Victoria where the race is run, the day is offi-

cially a public holiday. 

 

But this year South African racing fans will be keeping 

an eye on Sky Bet Ebor winner Mustajeer as local own-

er Braam van Huyssteen has managed to get a share 

in the seven-year-old gelding. 

 

“My partner in Legal Eagle, William Henderson, (to p 6) 

BRAAM Van Huyssteen. 
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TAB’s wagering menu for Breeders’ Cup 
WITH all 22 races from the Breeders’ Cup meeting on Friday 1 November and Saturday 2 November being  

broadcast live on Tellytrack from Santa Anita Park in California, TAB will be offering punters a comprehensive and 

exclusive betting bonanza. 

On Friday TAB will be offering the following betting options: 

Win, Place (their Show pool = first, second, third), Exacta on 

all races; 

 

Rolling Pick 3 and Rolling Daily Double on all races; 

Pick 4 (Jackpot) - 3 pools. Race 2-5, Race 6-9, Race 7-10; 

Pick 6 - Races 4 to 9 

 

Remember, Friday’s race times (SA time, going into Satur-

day morning) are as follows: 

Race 1 – 19:45    Race 2 – 20:20  

Race 3 – 20:55    Race 4 – 21:32 

Race 5 – 22:12    Race 6 – 22:52 

Race 7 – 23:32    Race 8 – 00:12 

Race 9 – 01:03    Race 10 – 01:43 

 

On Saturday TAB will be offering the following betting op-

tions: 

 

Win, Place (their Show pool), Exacta all races; 

Rolling Pick 3 and Rolling Daily Double on all races; 

Pick 4 (Jackpot) - 4 pools. Race 2-5, Race 4-7, Race 6-9, 

Race 9-12; 

Pick 6 - Races 7 to 12 

 

Saturday’s race times (SA time, going into Sunday morning) 

are as follows: 

 

Race 1 – 19:07    Race 2 – 19:42  

Race 3 – 20:17    Race 4 – 20:55 

Race 5 – 21:33    Race 6 – 22:10 

Race 7 – 22:54    Race 8 – 23:36 

Race 9 – 00:20    Race 10 – 01:00 

Race 11 – 01:40    Race 12 – 02:44 

 

All the above pools commingled. 

 

Note the following:  

 

Win, Place = R32 minimum, thereafter R16 increments; 

Daily Double = R32 minimum and increments; 

Exacta, Pick 6 = R16 unit; 

Pick 3, Pick 4 = R8 unit; 

 

Because of overlapping races, there will be no Will Pays 

on second and third Pick 4s on Friday. And on Sat-

urday there will be no Will Pays on first two Pick 4s. 

 

TAB SA POOLS FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

Swinger, Trifecta, Quartet on all races; 

PA (last 7 races). 

 

NOTE: 

Coupled runners have the same number and are differ-

entiated by letter A or B or C etc after the number 

of the horse/s in the coupling (example 1, 1A, 1B, 

1C). 

 

For dividend purposes, all coupled runners 

are coupled for all bet types. If result is 

First 1; Second 1A; Third 4; Fourth 1B; 

Fifth 7 then: Win = number 1; Place = 

numbers 1 and 4 with 2/3 of pool allo-

cated to number 1; Exacta = 1x4; Swing-

er = 1x4, 1x7, 4x7; Trifecta = 1x4x7; 

Place Accumulator = only numbers 1 and 

4 qualify. 

 

TAB will add R10,000 to PA pool Santa Anita Park 

Saturday 2 November 

HAWWAAM will be bypassing the Summer Cup. 

Hawwaam won’t be  

running in Summer Cup 

MIKE de Kock announced this week that top class 

Hawwaam would definitely be avoiding the  

Gauteng Summer Cup, for which he is the ruling 

favourite with bookmakers in the ante-post mar-

ket. 

De Kock said the champion Silvano colt was being 

targeted at the L’Ormarin’s Queen’s Plate and the 

Sun Met. 

He plans to run him in two Pinnacle Stakes events 

in Johannesburg before taking him down to Cape 

Town. 

 

De Kock’s Charity Mile candidates on Saturday, 

Barahin, Cascapedia and Noble Secret, have the 

Gauteng Summer Cup as their main target. Buffa-

lo Bill Cody has been scratched.  - Gold Circle. 
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BRAAM IN CUP (fm p2) 

 

resides in Brisbane. He managed to buy us 

shares in both Mustajeer and Raheen 

House via Australian Bloodstock, prior to 

them both running in the Ebor during the 

York Festival,” explained Van Huyssteen 

who has been in Australia for the last 

month awaiting the running of the big race. 

 

“This is very exciting for two of the Legal 

Eagle owners,” he concluded. 

 

Mustajeer did run in the Caulfield Cup on 

19 October and finished sixth, beaten just 

1.80 lengths. Interestingly, Constantinople, 

who is 6-1 favourite for the Melbourne Cup, 

was just 0.40 lengths ahead of Mustajeer 

who is quoted at 16-1.  - TAB News/ Jack 

Milner 

PEACE Flower (Anthony Andrews), with Candice Bass-

Robinson and Susan Rowett. (Wayne Marks) 

Peace Flower springs a 

big surprise 
PEACE Flower, a half-sister to the R9 million colt who 

smashed the South African yearling record six months ago, 

sprang one of the shocks of the month when coming home 

at 50-1 (and 65-1 on the Tote) in the mile fillies maiden at 

Kenilworth yesterday.  

The once-raced Ideal World filly was the second string for 

both Candice Bass-Robinson and owners Varsfontein – and 

was allowed to drift almost unbacked from 28-1 – yet  

Anthony Andrews was able to bring her with a strong run to 

shade the fancied What A Flirt by less than the thickness of 

a race card. 

Andrews said: “The penny is still far from dropping. I was 

battling a long way out and niggling probably 1 000m from 

home but she is only going to get better.” 

Bass-Robinson should know because she won 

her first Grade 1 with Peace Flower’s half-sister 

Nightingale in the 2017 Klawervlei Majorca. But 

it’s Masaki, yet to see a racecourse, who is the 

family headline-maker. 

At the National Yearling Sale in April Mike de 

Kock, acting for Sheikh Hamdan Al Maktoum, 

got the better of a battle royal with Hong Kong-

based Tony Millard to buy him for 50% more 

than any yearling in South Africa had ever made 

before.  - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

 

TRAINER Nathan Kotzen gave apprentice  

Gabriell Pieterse his first winner at Greyville 

yesterday when Pieterse rode a good start-to-

finish race on Spring Breeze, a five-year-old 

mare owned by Anton Proctor and MS van 

Vuuren. “I’m ecstatic,” said the young Pieterse 

in the winner’s enclosure. Pieterse, Zambian-

born, says his idol is retired champion, Anthony 

Delpech. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Equestrian Chic in Palm Beach 

PLEASE, before we get complaints… the headline reads 

‘Equestrian Chic’ (sheek, as in fashion), and not Equestrian 

Chick (girl), which would be sexist. In keeping with our celebs 

& horses photos -  here’s Eve Jobs (21), youngest daughter of 

the late Steve Jobs, reportedly the Apple of her late father’s 

eye and Equestrian Olympic Gold Medallist She wore a white 

shirt and matching jodhpurs at the Winter Equestrian Festival 

in Wellington, Palm Beach, yesterday. “Eve looked stylish in 

her ‘get-up’ too,” reported the UK’s Daily Mail. Does that refer 

to the mounting process? Horsey people please advise? 

Can you recall this Springer episode? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

