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AUSTRALIAN trainer Mick Kent has sound advice for breeders. (Herald Sun) 

Breeders should eliminate wastage 

by raising tough horses 
FOURTEEN thousand foals born every year in Australia with a yield of 9000 that actually race. Alarming figures, 

writes MICK KENT.  (We’re assuming similar ratios in several other jurisdictions, no actual figures available at 

this time – Ed.) 

Why have we become so poor at breeding the durable 

thoroughbred of yesteryear, the horse that raced on 

successfully for many seasons and didn’t rely on the 

vet to keep it on its feet?  

 

I’ve never seen as many soft boned horses as I do 

now. I was at a UK yearling sale a few weeks ago. I was 

stunned at how superior their “product” was. 

 

Could it be that we are so obsessed about breeding to 

sell rather than looking at the end result that we are 

compromising our young stock? 

 

Surgery on foals to correct limb deviations and to  

address skeletal defects is at an all-time high. Surger-

ies we consider the norm are rarely done in Europe 

and Japan. 

These surgeries are done to enhance the value of the 

foal at sales time without any regard as to whether it 

will become a problem for the poor unsuspecting  

trainer who has to deal with it when he buys the  

animal. 

 

We breed from mares with poor conformation, we 

breed from bleeders and horses that have wind  

problems. Then we put it in a sales prep that includes 

high carbohydrate diet, confinement in a stable and 

only walking or lunging as exercise, all to make it as 

big and as fat as possible for the sales ring – even 

though this strategy is well documented to be  

detrimental to skeletal strength. 

 

So, we are not preparing our horses with any mind for 

longevity.  It’s all about quick turnover   (to page 2) 
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FLAWED stallions spread flawed genes, and it’s getting worse.  

BREEDERS AND WASTAGE (fm p1) 

 

and a quick buck. Standards need to be set for the 

breeding industry and it was encouraging that Racing 

Victoria has a “responsible breeding” bullet point on its 

new animal welfare strategy, released last week. 

 

We should not be breeding to horses who 

pass on inherent traits/weaknesses that do 

nothing to improve the breed but contribute 

greatly to “wastage.” 
 

It is difficult to impose a rule that eliminates certain 

colts and fillies from breeding but maybe we could  

create an A) and B) Stud Book – those who are  

excellent specimens without offset knees who didn’t 

have corrective surgery as foals and aren’t bleeders 

and roarers or highly temperamental and those who 

do. Self-regulation would soon weed out the B list. 

 

The Germans are very strict on this, so are 

the Japanese. 
 

I can hear the naysayers citing examples of horses that 

have had a bent leg or a wind problem and have been 

successful at stud but those horses are not improving 

the breed, they spread flawed genes throughout the 

population. End result? Wastage. 

 

And given horses have not run any faster for nearly a 

century it’s a poor argument to say a stallion who gets 

a high percentage of good runners – but as many with 

defects causing retirement and potential  

homelessness – was a good thing for us. 

 

We think a fluky 1200m two-year-old race called the 

Golden Slipper is where our best stallions come from. 

When we yank a three-year-old off to stud it is to en-

hance what the breeders can make off him in service 

fees and yearling sales; not one thought that he could 

actually race in and prove to have soundness and  

durability and a be worthy stud candidate. 

 

Then this unproven horse will have 200-plus mares 

thrown at him and quite often another 200 the next 

year and yes, another 200 the next year. 

 

Soon enough there are three massive crops on the 

ground, the owners having already made their money 

and – alas! – when that horse fails, we are left with a 

huge number of unwanted horses. 

 

Let’s be more strategic. Instead of breeding 14,000 

hotchpotch horses to feed the 9000 we need for our 

races, why not more astutely breed 10,000? 

 

We simply can’t rehome the current numbers that are 

failing on the racetrack. It’s our biggest welfare issue 

and we are in very dangerous territory when we try to 

re-home three-year-olds to pony club. Thoroughbreds 

are far from ideal equestrian horses. Most equestri-

ans are warmbloods. 

 

Lys Gracieux really rammed home our        (to page 4) 
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BREEDERS AND WASTAGE (fm p2) 

 
deficiencies in the Cox Plate at the weekend. 

 

Well guess what? The Japanese breed only 

from top performance, they race their  

horses for at least three seasons and 

sometimes more, they have very few limb  

surgeries, they don’t breed out of horses 

with flaws and they don’t over feed or push 

their young stock during a yearling  

preparation. 
 

Our breeders must look inwardly and question 

themselves. Are they putting self-interest above 

what’s best for an industry on its knees because of 

the wastage they create? - from rsn.net.au 
LYS Gracieux: Japanese butt-kicker. 

Gin Fizz sparkles at Turffies 

GIN Fizz was everyone’s best bet of the day at Turffontein on 

Saturday – some thought her starting odds of 5-10 were gener-

ous and she didn’t disappoint. 

The three-year-old filly by Soft Falling Rain came into this Gradu-

ation Plate over 1450m on a 110 rating, and with a handy 

weight and Mike de Kock said after the race: “She was highly 

rated as a one-time winner. We needed this race to get some 

confidence about her, so that she could learn to win. This was 

more of an exercise to get her confidence up. 

“She had a hard race last time and this looked like an easier 

picking for her, it was the right race on her rating. 

“We’re toying with going a mile with her, but she is quite quick 

and that means there is always going to be a question mark. If 

she gets 1600m she will be a helluva runner where she com-

petes. We rate her, but her style of racing suggests it will be 

tough for her to get a mile.” 

Gin Fizz was bred by Wilgerbosdrift/

Mauritzfontein, a daughter of Graded winner 

Espumanti, and races for Mary Slack.—

mikedekockracing.com 

GIN Fizz (Callan Murray). 

More TAB Jackpot Quickmixes 
 

TAB is expanding its range of Jackpot  

Quickmix pools from today, Tuesday 29 Octo-

ber. Going forward there will be five Jackpot 

Quickmix pools daily fixtures allowing. 

 

The first Jackpot Quickmix pool daily will com-

prise only Australian races and the second 

will normally end with the first race at the 

South African meeting on the day. 

 

Jackpot Quickmix three will normally begin 

with the last South African race of the  

afternoon and Quickmix four will comprise 

any combination of the final races at after-

noon international meetings and the early 

races at international fixtures in the evening. 

 

The other Jackpot Quickmix daily will be the 

Jackpot pool in the BLITZ race meeting, which 

comprises seven of the best races daily in a 

mid-afternoon timeframe.  - TAB News. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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MAGICAL, the high quality mare, has been retired from racing. 

Magical is retired and will miss Breeders’ Cup 

AIDAN O’Brien has confirmed that Magical will miss this weekend’s Breeders’ Cup and will now be retired from 

racing. 

The four-year-old has enjoyed a fantastic campaign in 

2019 – claiming top-level victories in the Tattersalls 

Gold Cup at the Curragh, the Irish Champion Stakes at 

Leopardstown and the Champion Stakes at Ascot. 

 

O’Brien was hoping to see his ultra-consistent filly 

crown her excellent career with victory in the Maker’s 

Mark Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Turf at Santa Anita on 

Saturday, but she did not board the flight to California 

on Monday after spiking a temperature. 

 

O’Brien said: “Fifteen minutes after she had done her 

work this morning, her temperature was slightly raised. 

She was due to go at 9.30am and her temperature was 

taken at 9.15am. 

 

“We didn’t want to travel her because when she goes 

over there, she’d have to go into quarantine. If she did 

develop anything travelling over, then that would have 

locked up quarantine. 

 

“We didn’t want to risk her, especially after a long sea-

son and on a long journey. Before they travel we always 

want their temperatures to be 100 percent.” 

 

Magical retires having won nine of her of her 21 career 

starts.  

 

She also filled the runner-up spot on six occasions – 

most notably chasing home the brilliant Enable in the 

Breeders’ Cup Turf, Coral-Eclipse and the Yorkshire 

Having earned over £3.3million in win and place prize-

money, Magical is due to be covered by Coolmore stal-

lion No Nay Never in 2020. 

 

O’Brien added: “The plan is for her to go to 

No Nay Never. She’s been an unbelievable 

mare, something you’d never dream of. 
 

“She ran in top class races at two, three and four and 

showed that she was better than ever towards the end. 

“To win an Irish Champion Stakes, then run in the Arc 

and come back to win the English Champion Stakes is 

unprecedented. 

 

“Horses have won both before, but I don’t think they 

have done it and run in the Arc in between.” – Press 

Association 

WIN WITH TAB AND BETTING WORLD 
 

MONEY OR THE BOX? Which would you 

pick? Stand a chance to WIN BIG with Tab 

and Betting World simply take any bet 

sms your name, ID number and bet ticket 

number to 0818164549 we could be 

calling you to participate in our live game 

show MONEY OR THE BOX! Enter NOW! 

T's & C's apply!  
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

‘The Rooster’ In Wonderland 

THIS reminds one vaguely of a scene from Alice In  

Wonderland, a Duchess and Queen Of Hearts in there some-

where. So it looks as if trainer Duncan Mckenzie, the former 

’Tin Can Man’, was asked to join this group for a photo when 

they were racing at Fairview last Sunday. Of course, Duncs is 

also known as “The Rooster”, check, he looks a bit like one, 

and he celebrated a winner and two places at  

Fairview’s biggest meeting. May there be many more!  

WHY do we have so many plugs for Paul Lafferty? Well,  

because we like him. That enough? So here’s Mr Paul with 

another seriously old guy and radio legend Dave Guselli, who 

is back on the airwaves in Durban after a spell in Cape Town. 

The more racing celebs and mainstream celebs appear on 

pics together, the better. Durbanites can catch Dave on  Radio 

Life & Style, 88FM in Ballito. 

The Old & The Restless 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

