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A stand-off over poultry trade between South Africa and the European Union has become the main stumbling 

block preventing the EU from carrying out an audit.  

EU audit has to happen now or we’re in trouble 

FACTS SHOULD BE SPEAKING LOUDER THAN BIRDS! 

IN a push as forceful as a Rugby World Cup scrum, a concerted move is underway to ease the strict protocols 

currently stifling the export of SA thoroughbreds to overseas destinations. 

If successful, it will throw a lifeline to the South African 

bloodstock industry as well as safeguard over  

approximately 170,000 jobs. 

 

At present, SA-bred horses sold overseas have to 

spend 21 days in SA, three months in Mauritius and - 

on arrival in the EU - 30-60 days residency before  

onward transportation. 

 

Adrian Todd, managing director of SA Equine Health & 

Protocols, is the general in command of the operation 

and he believes that - following intense negotiations - a 

favourable outcome is a real possibility. But it has to 

happen now. 

 

"Everything is in place. We believe we have made such 

gigantic strides that we no longer need to prove that 

we present a risk, perceived or real.  

 

“We are appealing for action from the EU because it is 

time for fair trade," commented Todd when asked to 

explain the battle lines he had drawn up. 

He added: "We are in a position to pass an EU audit 

and government also feels that we will pass. We need 

an audit of the protocols by the European Union's vet-

erinary officials - the world looks to the EU which is 

considered a gold standard. When we start trading 

with the EU other countries will come on line." 

 

"Obviously, countries need convincing that our horses 

will not bring South African Horse Sickness with them. 

We've done just that because the partnership between 

DAFF and the industry has resulted in the implementa-

tion of a world-class disease control system." 

 

"This system will stand up to the closest scrutiny. In 

short, the protocol with the EU is in place as required 

and all indications from them indicate that - from a 

SPS perspective - they are satisfied with the progress." 

 

"However, an audit is required to reopen direct trade. 

DAFF has requested an audit date from the EU for over 

a year without success which is why we are now lobby-

ing in Europe to request immediate action."       (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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EU AUDIT NEEDED NOW! (fm p1) 

 

Unfortunately, like a General who's been fighting  

battles simultaneously on all fronts, Todd has  

encountered an unforeseen problem - chickens!  

 

Believe it. 

 

"We have suddenly found ourselves caught up in a 

chicken war. The EU has stated that no audit regarding 

horses will be forthcoming while poultry exports to SA 

are closed after the 2017 Asian influenza outbreak." 

 

"So some bureaucrats in Brussels could put the span-

ner in the works in our attempt for fair trade. This is 

why I will be appealing to our friends in the UK and 

Ireland to get involved and support our cause - like the 

huge advances in DNA to trap criminals they realise 

our disease control system is full-proof." 

 

"I am confident that the international racing community 

will not stand by and allow non-equine related trade 

issues be the downfall of the South African racing  

industry." 

 

"Let's not beat about the bush here. Without immedi-

ate intervention, the resulting implosion of the SA  

thoroughbred breeding will result in the overall col-

lapse of the entire SA horseracing industry leading to 

devastating job losses and massive loss to the GDP." 

 

"Right now, the industry contributes just over R2,5 Bil-

lion to the GDP and has the potential to grow at a 50% 

growth rate should the EU markets be reopened." 

 

As Lee Scribante, chairman of the Thoroughbred 

Breeders Association, has stated: "The sustainability of 

the industry is only possible if South Africa can fairly 

trade internationally." 

 

Todd concluded: "I don't want to appear too dramatic, 

but I believe if we don't get it right this time - we can 

forget about it for a generation."  - tt. 

“I believe if we don't 

get it right this time - 

we can forget about 

it for a generation."   

ADRIAN Todd: “Our disease control system is fool-

proof. 

ROYAL Mo, regally bred. 

The Uncle Mo connection 
 

KENTUCKY Derby winner and champion NYQUIST, who 

shares his brilliant sire UNCLE MO (Indian Charlie) 

with Klawervlei Stud’s exciting young stallion ROYAL 

MO, has made a big impact on North American sales 

rings with his first yearlings in 2019. 

 

The former G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner (a race 

also won by Uncle Mo himself) was responsible for the 

top lot sold at the second session of Fasig-Tipton’s 

October Yearling Sale recently. 

 

His Dromoland Farm consigned filly (Lot 703) was 

knocked down to bloodstock agent David Meah for 

$325 000 to top Tuesday’s session. 

(to page 4) 
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UNCLE MO CONNECTION (fm p2) 

 

"We loved this filly," Meah said. "We went strong there, a bit 

stronger than we anticipated paying for her. Thankfully, I had my 

client on the phone and when he hears me say there is only one 

or two in a sale I love, he'll take a swing on both of them." 

 

Her sire Nyquist had made waves earlier in the year with year-

lings by the champion making up to $400 000 at Fasig-Tipton’s 

Saratoga Select Sale. Nyquist was also responsible for a colt who 

made $550 000 at the 2019 Keeneland September Yearling 

Sale, with another Nyquist son fetching $500 000 at the same 

sale. 

 

His paternal half-brother ROYAL MO, whose first foals are arriving 

to rave reviews this season, was himself a high-class performer 

who captured the G3 Robert B. Lewis Stakes before finishing 

third in the traditional Kentucky Derby trial, the G1 Santa Anita 

Derby.   - tt. 

Justin Snaith’s Saturday advice 

JUSTIN Snaith, despite uncharacteristically meeting with defeat 

in the first three maidens at Durbanville yesterday, is keen on 

the chances of several of his 15 runners at Kenilworth on Satur-

day and, intriguingly, some of those he considers value are at big 

prices. 

He said: “I have some high quality runners on Saturday including 

in the maidens. Richard Fourie enjoys riding  Sachdev but in the 

Cape Classic he might have his work cut out from that draw (ten). 

The horse would have to be the next Do It Again to win from 

there – but then he might be!” 

Snaith also runs Captain Tatters (Robert Khathi) and the highly 

rated General Franco (S’Manga Khumalo) ïn the Classic and add-

ed: “Captain Tatters needed the run last time but he is really well 

now and I am expecting a big run from him. At 12-1 he is the one 

I think is the best value. 

“In the Western Cape Fillies Championship I 

am a bit worried about Casino Queen being 

drawn 11 but Richard is very good from 

there.” 

Khumalo rides Somewhere In Time but  

apparently it could be 20-1 shot Amy  

Johnson (Khathi) that punters should bear in 

mind – “She is the dark horse and she could 

be the best value. She cuts through her field 

better than anything I have seen this year 

but, while she quickens well, she then stops 

so I have put a lot of work into her and I am 

now happy with her.”   - tt. 

Zackey back with a winner 
 

BRETT Crawford-trained GG's Dynasty, 

owned by Greg Bortz and Braam van 

Huysteen, won a gutsy handicap over 

1400m at Greyville on Wednesday, after his 

gelding.  He kept on to win by under half a 

length and provided jockey Craig Zackey with 

his first winner since undergoing surgery on 

both hips recently.  

 

“He’s a small horse with a big heart. Congrat-

ulations to all the connections and a special 

thanks to Craig Zackey on riding his first  

winner after his surgery,” commented  

assistant trainer Peter Muscutt.  - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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He’s not sick or dead, he’s just faking it! 
A hilarious video showing a horse named Jingang, playing dead whenever someone tries to ride him has gone 

viral. Captioned: 'This horse deserves an Oscar for faking dead,' the compilation shows the steed repeatedly 

throwing himself to the ground in a dramatic fashion.  The video has been viewed over 23 million times since it 

was shared online two weeks ago.   Watch here (Facebook link). 

DUBAI Racing: Always popular. 

Dubai racing season starts 
THE Dubai racing season starts today, Thursday 24  

October and TAB and Betting World will once again offer 

punters a delightful array of betting options throughout the 

season. 

Dubai racing is a spectacle of note, and punters will be 

able to view most of the action live on Tellytrack 1 on DStv 

channel 239. 

 

Although Thursday’s season opener is definitely no bang, 

it’s also no whimper, with Doug Watson, the most success-

ful trainer at Meydan last season, saddling hot favourite 

Cosmo Kramer in the first race. 

Seven-time UAE champion jockey Tadhg O’Shea 

will also be in action from the start as he has been 

appointed stable jockey to Jebel Ali-based French 

trainer Nicholas Bachalard. The pair team up with 

Laa Baas in the season’s first race. 

 

Thursday’s race meeting is obviously the first step 

en route to the Dubai World Cup Carnival, worth 

12.74 million American dollars in prize money 

across 10 race meetings - from January to March – 

contested by the most high-profile owners, train-

ers, horses and jockeys in the world. 

 

The Dubai World Cup Carnival leads to the Dubai 

World Cup day, the world’s richest day of racing. 

 

The major prep for Dubai World Cup day is the Su-

per Saturday meeting, to be held on Saturday 7 

March 2020. Super Saturday allows trainers to put 

the finishing touches to their equine stars before 

appearing on racing’s biggest stage - Dubai World 

Cup day – 28 March 2020. 

This season the Dubai World Cup meeting will  

celebrate its 25th anniversary with six Group 1 

races and three Group 2s, including the $12million 

Dubai World Cup sponsored by Emirates Airline. 

Make sure you share in the spoils. Visit 

www.tabonline.co.za or www.bettingworld.co.za.—

Phumelela  Media Release. 

https://www.facebook.com/frasisco.zalar.9/videos/173767363758806/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Mosterts donate generously  

MARIUS and Gill Mostert’s Lovinglife Stables at Summerveld 

donated this filly, Second Beach (Master Of My Fate) to an 

auction of which the proceeds are going to former trainer 

Deshone Steyn, suffering from Parkinson’s Disease. The best 

bid received was R105,000, which was R5,000 more than 

they paid for her at this year’s Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 

“Thanks to the anonymous donor who bid up to 105k,” said 

Gill. James Goodman, who promoted the auction on Winning 

Ways, commented: “I’d say this was a somewhat disappointing 

yield for the cause, don’t know what happened to all the pro-

spective donors, though I understand there was a further do-

nation that came in from Singapore to assist Deshone. Im-

portantly, I’d like to call on the industry to support Lovinglife 

stables because of this generous token of their kindness and 

love for racing and its people.” 

Turf Talk’s Thursday Tjuckle 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

