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CHARLES, starting to fulfil his potential. (Wayne Marks). 

Charles is focused on winning after being gelded 

CHARLES has had a R6 million bill hanging over his head all his racing life but, while removing his stud potential 

eliminates his long-term earning capacity, seemingly it is going to be the making of him as a racehorse, writes 

MICHAEL CLOWER. 

“He was gelded in August as soon as he got back from 

Durban,” relates Brett Crawford. “Since then his whole 

attitude has changed. He is not playing around any-

more and he is now focussed on what he is doing.” 

 

Punters were expecting the old Charles – good enough 

to get placed but not to win – and were happy to let 

him drift unbacked from 11-2 to 10-1 in the  

Tellytrack.com Pinnacle at Durbanville on Saturday but 

from Keagan de Melo’s position the picture looked very 

different.  

 

“I was always going well,” he said. “Everything seemed 

to be slowing up 600m out and, when I managed to 

get a couple of lengths on them, I knew I was going to 

win.” 

 

For the horse’s trainer equine psychology is now the 

deciding factor in future plans. “To win, drawn ten out 

of ten over a trip that was his shortest, was impressive 

but I have got to build up his confidence. 

 

“He is only rated 111 and so he is far behind the 130-

plus stars. There is a mile coming up next month (Cape 

Mile) and if he wins that well we will take on the old 

guns in the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and the Sun 

Met.” 

 

If Charles was a revelation Twist Of Fate was a disap-

pointment. Last into the parade ring, he looked in the 

picture of health, albeit a bit big round the middle. The 

money poured on him from 17-10 to 17-20 and he 

raced handy.  

 

But when Stuart Randolph started riding two furlongs 

out the response was nil. Indeed he           (to page 2) 
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CHARLES (fm p1) 

 

weakened to finish fifth. To be fair, he was giving away 

lumps of weight and it was his first race for nearly three 

months. 

 

“He needed it,” said the jockey. “Turning into the straight 

he began to labour a bit but he will come on from this.” 

 

Snapscan had been off just as long but there was confi-

dence behind her – she shortened from 9-2 to 26-10 – 

and she led 100m out under Louis Mxothwa for a  

convincing win in the TAB Telebet Conditions Plate. Like 

Charles she set a new class record. 

 

“She has run in staying feature races to get black type,” 

said Glen Kotzen. “We will go the soft route with her to 

start with and run in the Victress (Dec 21) but if she wins 

that we can look at the Paddock Stakes.” 

 

Justin Snaith clocks up the winners so fast that he is past 

landmark after landmark with nobody noticing – including 

himself. His tally now stands at 2 635, an incredible  

average of 146 a year since he started training in 2001. 

 

He and Richard Fourie chalked up three more on Saturday 

with Aye Aye, Wild Coast and the wandering Winter Is 

Over. 

 

Sandile Mbhele is nearing a landmark of his own as he 

needs just five more winners to lose his claim after scor-

ing on Spy for Vaughan Marshall. However the talented 21

-year-old’s personal schedule has been put back a week 

with an interference suspension. 

 

Donovan Dillon is making the most of his flying visits from 

Durban and he scored on How And Why for Eric Sands 

and the well-backed Brett Crawford-trained Khopesh in 

the last.  - tt. 

Ferraris, Rispoli are Blazing Partners in Hong Kong 

WHILE Sunday’s pair of Group Two races at Sha-Tin featuring some of Hong Kong’s best horses hogged the lime-

light, it was the garden-variety Class Five that provided the most satisfaction. 

Blazing Partners’ win in the opening race on  

Sunday’s card delivered David Ferraris and Umberto 

Rispoli with their first wins of the season and you could 

almost see the weight lifting off the pair. 

 

“I’m ecstatic, over the moon and there’s so much relief,” 

Ferraris said. “It just gives the stable so much confidence 

to get a win under the belt. 

 

“I have Italian heritage and Umby is Italian so it’s very 

nice to have The Italian Job get it done today.” 

 

It was Ferraris’ first winner since July 3 and he gave an 

insight into the impact a run of outs can have in the  

unescapable heat of the Hong Kong racing furnace. 

 

“There’s huge pressure,” he said. “I was giving Umby 

pressure for a ride on Wednesday which probably 

wasn’t warranted but that’s what this place does to 

you when you’re the only trainer that hasn’t had a 

winner. 

 

“Jockeys ride horses and you don’t think they rode 

them well but they’re trying their best. Umby’s trying 

his level best, we’re all trying our best.” 

 

Rispoli says fronting up at the races will be a much 

more pleasant experience now that he’s put paid to 

the nought next to his name. 

 

“I was starting to be a little bit upset with the zero on 

the programme. Every meeting you see it in the back 

of the book,” Rispoli said. “I don’t think I deserve 

that. I’ve been here a long time and have proven I 

can compete. 

 

“When the season starts pretty bad, the winner can 

be in Class Five and it doesn’t matter. It’s a winner.” 

DAVID Ferraris and Umberto Rispoli. 

Blazing Partners’ win came from barrier 11 and Fer-

raris’ five runners on Sunday drew gates ,11,11,13 

and 13, but the South African was able to have a 

chuckle about his misfortune. When you think 

things can’t get worse, they do,” he smiled. 

 

Blazing Partners travelled quietly at the back of the 

field early on before Rispoli started to make some 

ground along the rail from the 800m, eventually 

finding clear air 300m out and sizzling home. 

 

“He won’t stop here, he’ll win in Class Four I’m sure. 

He’s just got to be ridden quietly and he’s fine,” said 

Ferraris, adding that he’s confident he won’t have to 

wait as long for his next success. 

 

“The horses are well, they’re in great form and 

they’re healthy, they just need a bit of luck.” – 

South China Morning Post 
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Racing industry needs uniformity and zero tolerance 
THE best things, and sadly also the worst, always blow over from the United States. Screwed-up hairstyles, rap 

music, celebrity reality shows and charismatic evangelism are just a few of the ‘bad’ examples. And because 

racing is a global industry, and its participants are increasingly global racing citizens, we publish articles of inter-

est to the industry as a whole. In essence we face much of the same problems, some that should be addressed 

or prevented before they spill over in magnitude from the Land Of The Free.  

 

Today’s offering comes from US-based horse lover and lifetime punter, JON STETTIN, writing on the 

Pastthewire.com website. 

UNFORTUNATELY for the thoroughbred industry, and more unfortunately for Santa Anita and the 
Stronach Group, the political and media climate in California is such that they have targeted the 

sport most of us love. 

Their zealous enthusiasm has tentacled to other mainstream 

media fuelled by sensationalist misinformation. The arguments 

over what is or isn’t wrong with the Santa Anita racetrack look 

like today’s democrat against republican debates. They are vile, 

and of course everybody is right and nobody is wrong. Everyone 

has their mind made up, and nobody hears any differing views. 

 

Because our industry, in my opinion, essentially failed to  

uniformly address the problem, I thought I would attempt to bring 

some clarity to the situation. 

 

First, ask yourself these questions; 

 

Would jockey Mike Smith towards the end of his career lay it 

down over and over again on a racing surface that was not safe? 

 

Would Richard Mandella run Omaha Beach who he scratched 

from the Kentucky Derby over a breathing issue (entrapped epi-

glottis) on a track he thought even might be unsafe? 

 

Would conservative Shug McGaughey, Will Farish, and Lane’s 

End bring Code of Honor to Santa Anita to run in the Breeders’ 

Cup Classic if he thought the track was less than safe? 

 

Would east coast based Hall of Famer John Velazquez go to San-

ta Anita to break the graded stakes win record riding for Bob 

Baffert on a track that was dangerous or not right? 

Would Bill Mott send the highly regarded 

Elate out to face the boys in the Breeders’ 

Cup Classic over a track he did not feel was 

safe? 

 

Would the Breeders’ Cup, well aware of the 

spotlight on the sport, run the marquee 

event over a dangerous track encouraging 

the best horses in the world to come and 

compete? 

SANTA Anita track is in fine condition. 

As a gambling man by nature, I’d have to bet 

on  ‘No’ to all these questions. 

 

The tragic rash of breakdowns that have 

plagued the last two Santa Anita meets 

are an industry problem and not a Santa 

Anita racetrack problem. 
 

Frankly, and contrary to many an opinion 

out there, and regardless of what does or 

does not happen in the upcoming Breeders’ 

Cup, Santa Anita is very likely a very safe 

racetrack right now.  

 

They dug the track up, changed the  

drainage, and made the surface deep and 

heavy which should make it safer than it 

was previously, which is not to say it was 

unsafe in comparison to the norm of the 

industry.                                         (to page 6) 
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INDUSTRY NEEDS UNIFORMITY (fm p4) 

 

Belmont, Saratoga, and Keeneland are high profile 

meets which have at times had their fair share of fatali-

ties. None have come under the fire that Santa Anita 

has but that is primarily because of the climate in Cali-

fornia, the fact we make an easy target, the fact we 

have no uniformed leadership and response, and most 

importantly we as an industry are not  

doing all we can to make this dangerous game as safe 

as it can possibly be. We are perceived in a negative 

light, somewhat but not entirely unfairly. 

 

One is only as strong as their weakest link. Anything 

can be taken down if you isolate and go after that weak 

link. That is precisely what is happening to thorough-

bred horse racing. In the wake of the attacks just about 

the best we came up with is the following: Well most of 

our horse are treated well. Not all our horses break 

down. Horses love to run. We are horse racing. We 

need our jobs. 

 

In the wake of a public outcry, a public that cares  

nothing about any of us, our jobs, our industry, or the 

sport itself, that is the best we can come up with. Shoot 

the messenger, abandon the weak link, ignore the  

issues. We’re fuelling the fire that is burning us. 

 

Santa Anita, like it or not, made a serious effort to  

address the problem of the breakdowns. They institut-

ed a set of new protocols designed to self-police, and 

create an environment that makes it difficult to race 

horses that have red flags as to their soundness, injury 

history, and a propensity to break down. 

 

These are the types of reforms that are called for today. 

Whether you agree with them or not, you must remain 

cognizant perception is crucial. As aforementioned, 

right now our sport is perceived in a very negative light. 

We all know the sport is struggling so let’s ask another 

question. Do we want to fight for our game’s survival 

from the ropes or the middle of the ring? 

 

While breakdowns are indeed inherent to the sport, 

they can and must be reduced and minimised. Nothing 

less should be acceptable. 

 

The rash of breakdowns has multiple contributing fac-

tors. Many of us know what the issues in the industry 

are. There is no need to laundry list them here. There is 

no point in arguing them either. The time has come to 

fix what is broken, and educate people to what isn’t. 

 

If you think all thoroughbreds love to run you have ei-

ther never been around the racetrack backside, or you 

are lying to yourself. All thoroughbreds may be bred to 

run, and many love it but not all. Sore horses who 

need drugs to mask pain don’t love to run. Horses too 

old and brittle to compete don’t love to run. We need 

to race healthy and happy horses, who don’t “need” 

drugs or have to be forced to run. 

 

They don’t all love to run. 

 

Horses, unlike humans, can’t choose whether or not 

they are put in a race. We are in charge of that and we 

have all chosen to play this game knowing the risks for 

the horses and also for us. Accordingly, we have an 

obligation to make things as safe as possible and we 

are making improvements. We have to do more. 

 

We need to get everyone participating and on the 

same page. Our defense should not be to attack 

and bash the activists. Our defense should be to 

give them absolutely nothing credible to say. 

Nothing. Zero and zero tolerance toward anything 

less than that. 
 

We can fight perception, educate outsiders, maybe 

even bring one or two in, but we have to be united and 

all for one. This is why I have lobbied for years now 

that we need a central governing body. We need  

uniformity in rules and enforcement. We need zero 

tolerance on serious violations. We need cooperation 

between racetracks and all stakeholders. We need a 

lot, and we can’t get any of it in our present environ-

ment.  - tt. 

TALLINN (photo) signalled that she is a possible  

Guineas contender with a fluent win in a MR91 Handi-

cap against the colts at Turffontein last Saturday. Mike 

de Kock said about this talented three-year-old:  

“Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Maktoum gave us 

an instruction to buy one horse at the 2018 Cape 

Premier Sale and we bought him this Vercingetorix filly. 

The same instruction was given when we bought Ver-

cingetorix himself years ago. We’re proud of both.”  -tt. 
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One Cox-sure trainer in Oz 

THIS is Japanese trainer Yoshito Yahagi, trainer of Lys 

Gracieux, the favourite for the Gr 1 Cox Plate at Moonee Valley 

in Melbourne this weekend. It's the first Cox Plate since the 

retirement of champion mare Winx, who won the last four  

editions of this race in an unprecedented streak. Lys 

Gracieux's recent form in Hong Kong and Japan is  

impeccable. The six-year-old mare’s name means “Graceful 

Lily” and she is likely to trouble the band of locals. Yahagi is 

confident. There was a Cox Plate breakfast at the track today 

during which racing journo Ben Dorries tweeted with the photo 

above,  “The epitome of cool - Lys Gracieux trainer Yoshito 

Yahagi swaggers into Cox Plate brekky.”  Yup, Japan is the 

new-world “cool”. 

Hang on.. Who said this!? 
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