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THE photos that have US anti-racing activists up in arms. Not something we like to publish, but shown as  

an example of what needs to be prevented in South Africa, where our sport’s image needs protection.  

Horse racing is invariably judged by its 

worst behaviour 
WEST Virginia's problems are the entire racing industry's problems, writes PATRICK CUMMINGS, Executive  

Director of the Thoroughbred Idea Foundation, in an open letter to the racing industry at large. 

A horrific photograph emerged from West Virginia on 

October 16 in which it appears a horse, presumably 

euthanized previously, was dumped in a landfill, still 

with leg bandages in place. A police investigation is 

underway at the behest of various anti-racing lobbies, 

with some reporting the horse may have come from 

nearby Mountaineer Park. Details are still uncon-

firmed. 

 

Regardless of the authenticity of the photograph, this 

is not an isolated example of the mind-bending  

operation of racing in the state. 

 

That same night at Mountaineer, nine year-old mare 

Sophie Got Even made her first start since June 2014 

in a $4,000 claiming event. 

 

She was purchased as a broodmare, in-foal to Hold 

Me Back, for $1,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 

Winter Mixed Sale in February 2015. She was then 

bred to Colonial Colony, dropping Printer Jam, a geld-

ing who has earned more than $70,000 and won a 

race on October 9 at Indiana Grand for owner, trainer 

and breeder Denis Cluley – the same person who 

bought Sophie Got Even in 2015, and raced her on 

Wednesday evening off a five-year layoff. 

 

Sophie Got Even ran fifth, beaten more than seven 

lengths, and earned $134. 

                                                                            (to p2) 
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RACING INDUSTRY NIGHTMARE (fm p1) 

 

On Monday, October 14 at Mountaineer, nine-year-old 

mare Little Red Diamond made her fourth start of 

2019. Prior to her first race of this year, on August 21, 

she had not been seen at the races since October 22, 

2014. It does not appear as though this Kentucky-bred 

by Red Giant produced any foals, but that should not 

matter. She has been beaten more than 84 lengths in 

her four 2019 appearances, earning $340. 

 

Runnin'toluvya, the 1-2 favorite in the West Virginia 

Breeders' Classic at Charles Town on Saturday was 

allegedly bleeding from a gash to a hind leg following a 

pre-race gate incident, but allowed to race, and was 

eased to last. 

 

West Virginia is not alone, nor is the Thoroughbred 

industry. An Ohio standardbred track ran the last two 

races on a March card after a horse got loose during a 

race, went into its infield lake and could not be  

retrieved. Yes, they kept racing. The Ohio Racing Com-

mission did not comment when asked about the  

matter by local media. 

 

Horse racing, no matter the breed, is judged 

by its worst behaviour, not its best. 
 

For all of the great horse people – owners, breeders, 

trainers, assistants, grooms, foremen, veterinarians, 

jockeys, exercise riders, farriers, officials and all other 

personnel responsible for the well-being of horses – 

there are, undoubtedly, rogue actors amongst them 

who do, or have done, unspeakable things. 

 

The beauty of the great farms for breeding and raising 

new generations of horses in Kentucky, New York, Flor-

ida, California and other states pales in comparison to 

the troubles which are now regularly presented and 

exploited by those seeking to destroy the industry and 

its history. 

 

Casino companies which own and operate racetracks 

lack incentives to grow the sport. Logic suggests they 

would generally prefer a future without having to share 

revenue with horse racing. 

 

There are horse people, racing officials, administrators 

and regulators in some states who have allowed outra-

geous behaviour to fester, leaving a trail of terrifying 

examples for the world to point to as reasons why our 

industry, which accounts domestically for more than 

240,000 direct jobs and $15 billion in direct economic 

impact in the US alone, should be shuttered. 

Individual racing commissions and their staffs are in 

place to execute the rules and regulations governing 

the sport in their jurisdictions, but at the most funda-

mental level, they must ensure the safety and integrity 

of all participants.  

 

They license, and therefore allow, the personnel who 

own, train, ride and assist in the preparation and rac-

ing of horses. Many are failing to accurately police the 

sport, and it is jeopardizing its future. 

 

This letter could suggest the West Virginia Racing Com-

missioners – Jack Rossi, Ken Lowe and Tony FIgaretti 

– are all responsible, in some capacity, for enabling 

such lax administration. But this would be underselling 

the entire situation. 

 

A horrific situation in West Virginia is an industry-wide 

nightmare. There should be no delineation about the 

nature of these and other incidents and the larger 

sport – these things cannot happen. 

 

Long-time industry participants point to the decades of 

threats which have faced racing, and still, we are here, 

breeding and racing. 

 

Dramatic reforms are necessary to prove that we can 

exist in a modern society with far different standards 

than in the past.  

 

Racing needs to be administered in a much more  

responsible fashion. We must demand it. 

 

Many commissions are stocked with political 

appointees with little industry experience. In 

those jurisdictions with commissioners who 

do have the experience, many are viewed 

skeptically as protecting long-term interests 

as opposed to embracing the radical change 

the sport needs. 
 

The love and passion of horses and racing is shared by 

so many of the sport's participants around the world – 

to an almost irrational degree. Participants young and 

old absorb a steady stream of attacks with each new 

incident and ponder why they are committed to a  

business that seems incapable of policing itself 

 

When change is floated in the horse business,  

responses are often negative and tinged with reasons 

why our business could not accept such change.   

 

Get over it. Change or fade into oblivion. - tt. 



3 

 

http://www.summerhill.co.za/


4 

 



5 

 

HERE’s former punters’ favourite Nother Russia and her filly foal by Querari, only seven days old, pictured at 

Mauritzfontein Stud. She will be returning to Querari soon. 
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LYLE Hewitson rides Tony Millard’s Singapore Sling in Sunday’s Sha Tin Cup. 

Weekend extravaganza for TAB punters 
TAB and Betting World will keep punters very busy this weekend with some of the most exciting racing from 

around the world being broadcast live on the various Tellytrack channels. 

Saturday’s action starts at 03:30 with the Everest 

meeting being held at Randwick Racecourse in Sydney, 

Australia. The Everest, Race 7 and the main event on 

the card, is scheduled to be run at 07:15. It is the 

world’s richest race on turf with the top sprinters com-

peting for $14 million (R140 million) in stakes in this 

1200m sprint. 

 

The TAB Quartet pool on The Everest kicks off with 

R50,000, so punters should not be caught napping. 

Now in its third year, The Everest is the highlight of the 

Sydney spring carnival. 

 

Exactly an hour later, the 2019 Caulfield Cup is  

scheduled to be run in Melbourne. With 18 gallopers 

set to face the starter in Saturday's $5 million (R50 

million) staying feature over 2400m, this race is con-

sidered to be an open affair. 

 

Saturday is also the ninth Qipco British Champions Day 

and it is expected to be the most valuable day’s racing 

in Britain in terms of betting as the leading horses, 

jockeys, trainers and owners from Europe and beyond 

descend on Ascot for a glorious finale to the 2019 Flat 

season. This is one of the most prestigious events in 

the British sporting calendar, and punters are expected 

to throw money at anything and everything ridden by 

Frankie Dettori. 

 

The six carded races offer stakes of £4.2m (R80-m). 

Three of the Ascot races form part of Saturday’s TAB 

Blitz Meeting and with a carryover of R100,000, the 

TAB Blitz Pick 6 will most definitely give punters a wel-

come bonus payment. 

 

Locally, there’s racing at Turffontein and Durbanville 

on Saturday and a meeting in Mauritius. Sunday sees 

racing at Greyville and Borrowdale, but all eyes will be 

Hong Kong, where last season’s SA Champion Jockey 

Lyle Hewitson will be aboard Singapore Sling in the 

Group 2 Oriental Watch Sha Tin Trophy over 1600m. 

 

TAB and Betting World will offer a full bouquet of bets 

on these race meetings.  - TAB News. 

SELECTIONS: TURFFONTEIN SATURDAY 

 

Race 1:  (4) Bassam (13) Pure State (14) Tyrell’s Bullet (9) 

Convexity Race 2:  (3) Risk Taker (1) Mawsool (2) Flying 

High (5) Mount Laurel Race 3: (4) Stormy Winter (6) Tallinn 

(2) Illusion (10) Ballon DOr Race 4: (11) Bold Ellie (6) Ex’s 

‘N Oh’s (5) Rachel (2) Viscountess Vixen Race 5:  (2) Green 

Haze (4) Russian Beat (3) Owlinatree (1) D’Arrivee Race 6:  

(7) State Trooper (2) La Bella Mia (1) Attenborough (11) 

Tarsus Race 7:  (7) Image Award (1) Doubl;e O’Eight (2) 

Ouro (3) Blonde Vision Race 8:  (4) Margot’s Magic (2) Im-

pressive Duchess (7) Clock Stopper (3) Virtuosa Race 9:  

(9) Tokolosh (11) Rebel Renegade (2) Pillaroftheearth (3) 

Battle Creek 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Chamu rides Mabaya winners 

CHAMU Mabaya won the first leg of the Work Riders Series 

that concluded at the Vaal on Thursday. Here he receives a 

cheque for R5,000 from Work Riders Academy chief James 

Maree. The interviewer is Brandon Bailey. 

POTOOOOOOOO or variations of Pot-8-Os (1773 – November 

1800) was an 18th-century Thoroughbred racehorse who won 

over 30 races and defeated some of the greatest racehorses 

of the time. He went on to be a sire. He is now best known for 

the unusual spelling of his name, pronounced Potatoes.  Pot-8

-Os was a chestnut colt bred by Willoughby Bertie, the 4th Earl 

of Abingdon, in 1773. He was sired by the undefeated Eclipse.  

The origin of his name has several different versions.  

According to the most common, Abingdon intended to call the 

young colt "Potato" and instructed the stable boy to write the 

name on a feed bin. The stable boy spelled the name as 

Potoooooooo" (Pot followed by 8 "o"s), which so amused  

Abingdon that he adopted the spelling. He died in 1800 at the 

age of 27 and was buried at Hare Park. Some 200 years later, 

his skeleton was uncovered when a tree blew over. The  

skeleton is on display at the Kings Yard Galleries of 

the National Horseracing Museum in Newmarket.  

Pot-8-O: Where did it all starch? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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