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MIKE de Kock: “If the revised spreading of stake money doesn’t work, we’ll try something else!” 

Bigger fields will stimulate betting turnovers 
De Kock urges industry participation following stakes spread 

IN the wake of Phumelela’s stakes reduction and the revised spread of prize money announced this week, we 

contacted multiple champion trainer and Racing Association Board member, Mike de Kock, to ask his opinion of 

what has transpired and to explain the thinking around the issue. 

De Kock said that the reason for the stakes reduction 

was, quite simply, the drop in betting turnover. “The 

reduction was unavoidable.  It was a card that the RA 

was dealt with by Phumelela, and we came up with 

something we believe is a feasible temporary solution 

considering the circumstances.” 

 

De Kock highlighted the effects of the Bookmakers’  

so-called ‘Open Bet’ on tote betting yields and said: 

“Racing loses a lot of its turnover to the open bet – as 

stated by Phumelela there is a loss to this bet of 

R75,000 for every million. This is problematic and it’s 

the cause of the rot that has set in.” 

He explained why and how the RA came to spread the 

stakes from 1st to 10th place. 

 

“We looked at the stakes pot as a whole. We took mil-

lions from some big stakes races, like the Sun Met 

and the Premiers Challenge, and we propped up the 

smaller stakes races. Then we tried to redistribute the 

available stakes to create participation, and this is a 

vital point to understand. Two factors in our betting 

decline have been small fields and a lack of participa-

tion. Punters enjoy a wider variety and they invest 

more to have a better chance of winning. In an at-

tempt to encourage participation by owners and                                                                               

       (to p2) 
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DE KOCK ON STAKES (fm p1) 

 

trainers, so to achieve larger fields, we decided to pay 

down to 10th place. 

 

“This is something that was tried in the United States 

and it worked. If not successful here, we will  

re-assess the situation and try something different. We 

have made work of it. We have been open-minded, 

looking for something new.” 

 

De Kock said that the spread of stakes to 10th place 

may be insignificant to some, but most significant to 

others. “An owner who pays nominations and  

acceptance fees and whose horse participates in bet-

ting turnover is entitled to a share of the spoils. What is 

wrong with that? Not all of us can be winners, there will 

always be losers too. The winners are well taken care of 

with between 58 and 62% of stakes. Others should be 

getting a share of the action for participating. 

“An amount like R1,000 may seem paltry for 10th place 

in a Maiden Plate, but it will cover a bill or two. Tenth 

place in the forthcoming Charity Mile will be worth 

R10,000 and for 10th place in the Derby the  

connections will get R20,000.” 

 

He compared a horse race to a golf tournament. 

 

“The sponsors don’t stage golf tournaments paying the 

first five players only. They pay a prize up to last place, 

otherwise there won’t be tournaments to  

enjoy. They pay everyone because it creates a  

spectacle. It generates interest. We’re in trouble with 

six, seven and eight-horse fields, we need bigger fields. 

 

“Each racing centre has its own needs. We have more 

participation in Gauteng. In my view the stakes pot in 

Cape Town shouldn’t necessarily be the same as the 

one in Gauteng.  They can cut their cloth the way they 

see fit. There is no need to be derogatory and throw 

insults around. We all need each other, I am  

disappointed by the way some people have reacted. 

Instead of nasty comments and suggesting skuldug-

gery, they should be coming up with constructive ideas. 

“An owner who pays nominations and  

acceptance fees and whose horse  

participates in betting turnover is  

entitled to a share of the spoils. What is 

wrong with that?  

“Most of the people slinging off don’t understand the 

stakes pot or the stakes formula. It took me a few 

board meetings to understand it myself. What  

happened was inevitable and we had to deal with what 

we got.” 

 

De Kock touched on the racehorse population and 

noted: “Eighty percent of our horses are mediocre, but 

we need them to race, they have to get in and earn 

money for their owners. Most of us own battling  

horses, myself included, but what are we to do? These 

runners have to show some kind of return. Are we just 

going to ignore the plight of the smaller owners, or 

those with moderate horses? In my opinion they are 

just as important to racing as the owners with large 

strings of horses.” 

 

He urged industry players to look at the situation  

objectively. 

 

“The problem is that racing people have a resistance 

to change, they don’t want to think out of the box. They 

have to see the spread of prize money in the spirit in 

which it was done. We have been trying to find  

solutions. Ours was an attempt to do something  

different, to offer rewards to a greater proportion of 

participants. We want to ease the pain so that all of us 

can survive.” 

 

“What is important to note is that we are trying to 

make a difference, we are acutely aware of racing’s 

problems and we’re putting our heads together to 

solve them.  The RA is taking action on a number of 

fronts. We’re taking measures to keep the machine 

running and to improve things for everyone, but there 

is no magic wand. This process will take time.” 

 

De Kock said that some comments on social media 

were uncalled for. “There are prominent racing figures 

criticising us, and some of them actually put their  

money on the open bet with bookmakers and don’t 

contribute to the stakes pot. We invite them to come 

with solutions instead of slinging off. We are all ears. 

We’ll welcome their input. This is a new era.” (to p5) 

“We have been trying to find solutions. 

Ours was an attempt to do something 

different, to offer rewards to a greater 

proportion of participants. We want to 

ease the pain so that all of us can  

survive.” 
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He concluded: “Most bookmakers themselves 

are racing people, they love the game as we do 

and I don’t think they want to be in this situation. 

But at some point they were chased away and 

they took a number of tote clients with them. We 

should be wooing them back. 

 

“I can understand why the bookmakers are  

popular. They are betting professionals with 

great, functional websites, little downtime and 

effective customer service. We should be cater-

ing to the needs of our punters by improving our 

own service, online and on-course offering so 

that that they can return and contribute to tote 

turnover. If we don’t, racing will not survive.”  - tt. 

Nel’s Head Honcho sounds a seasonal warning 
HEAD Honcho served notice that he is again going to be a force to reckon with in the Cape summer season by 

smashing the 1 800m course record on his reappearance in the Tab Telebet Pinnacle at Durbanville yesterday – 

and Andre Nel promptly raised the intriguing possibility that Aldo Domeyer could fly back from Hong Kong to ride 

him in the Sun Met, writes MICHAEL CLOWER. 

Sabine Plattner’s homebred, third in last season’s 

Met, looked a bit big and burly – understandably so 

as this was his first run since it all went pear-shaped 

in the Vodacom Durban July – but his keenness  

going to post looked decidedly ominous. 

 

Richard Fourie, though, had no problem anchoring 

him in front and, when S’Manga Khumalo on stable 

companion Capoeira joined him in the straight, the 

14-10 favourite stretched like a good’un to win by a 

length and a quarter in a time of 1 min 47.34 sec. 

 

Fourie was impressed, saying: “He ran a good race. 

He has the most amazing high cruising speed and 

he was in such a comfortable place. When Capoeira 

joined him he really wanted to fight.” 

 

Nel added: “This was what I had hoped for. I know 

he got get tired towards the end but this is the way 

he likes to race. We are aiming for the Met again 

and I will now try to find another pinnacle. Then it will 

be either the Premier or the Peninsula Handicap, 

more than likely the Premier which he won last  

season. 

 

“As regards a jockey I would like it to be Richard but 

obviously that can’t be – but it might be Aldo.” 

 

The runner-up Capoeira more than fulfilled Nel’s 

prediction that this he is a horse worth watching and 

Nel added that the clearly improving four-year-old 

has Met potential. So too does Tap O’Noth who,  

running for the first time since last season’s race, 

ran on strongly up the straight to take third. “This 

was a good run. He is a different horse since being  

gelded,” enthused rider M.J. Byleveld.— Gold Circle. 

HEAD Honcho, back in style. 

WINNING connections.  (Wayne Marks). 
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ENABLE and Frankie Dettori: “She’ll be back for more next season!” 

Enable will return for another tilt at Arc 
SUPERSTAR mare Enable will get the chance to right her heartbreaking defeat in the Qatar Prix de l'Arc de  

Triomphe after owner Khalid Abdullah gave the green light for her to remain in training as a six-year-old in 2020. 

Trained by John Gosden, Enable, who won the Oaks in 

2017 and also has a brace of King George VI and 

Queen Elizabeth Stakes on her CV, was last seen fin-

ishing second when bidding for an unprecedented 

third Arc this month. 

 

"She has come out of the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe in 

good form and will not race again this year," said  

Abdullah's long-serving racing manager Teddy 

Grimthorpe. 

 

"Her racing programme will be determined entirely by 

her wellbeing, so no racing plans will be announced at 

this stage. The Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe remains an 

important target." 

 

Gosden was understandably thrilled, and added: 

"She's been in good order since the Arc and it's  

wonderful for her to be racing next year.  

 

"It is a typically sporting and positive decision from 

Prince Khalid." 

 

Also delighted was Frankie Dettori, Enable's big-race 

rider and one of her most vociferous cheerleaders. 

 

He tweeted his support at the news, saying: "My girl is 

staying in training for next year. I can't wait. Come on 

Enable." 

 

William Hill reacted by making the popular champion 

10-1 for next year's Arc but were soon forced to take 

action, clipping her to 7-1 within 18 minutes of their 

initial offer. 

 

"What a following this horse has – I cannot remember 

the last time we racked up a six-figure liability in  

under 20 minutes," said Hills spokesman Rupert  

Adams. 

 

Paddy Power went 6-1 (from 16-1), while Betway and 

Coral matched that price.  -James Burn/Racing Post. 

@turftalk1 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 
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“… all the things we are…” 

ONE guess who this former Jockeys’ Dad is? Yes, it’s Mr Ken 

Shea, father of Kevin, in jolly spirits like his son normally is. 

Level 42 once sang, “It runs in the family, all the things we 

are..” and Kevin said:  “Happy Birthday to my Dad, 84 today. 

He is a living legend, loved by everybody he meets and has a 

beer with. He has been my rock since day one. Thanks for the 

support you gave me in my life.” Good on them both! 

This one had blistering pace 

STRAIGHT Eight, by Damask, seen winning the 1979 East 

Rand Juvenile Stakes at Gosforth Park by eight lengths—with 

Martin Schoeman up for Jean Heming. A true glory day 

memory. This one was a racetrack popular, a very fast colt 

and had an almost equally fast full brother called Glissade.  

Remember? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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