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RONNIE Napier, then and now. 

Napier’s “Ten Commandments” of 1986 
IN April 1986, the Ronnie Napier committee – appointed by the then Race Clubs in the old Transvaal – drew up 

their “Ten Commandments” – in a five-year plan to boost the image and professional efficiency of Highveld  

Racing. 

We look back at the Napier report, and we’ll leave it to 

you to decide whether all, or a few, or none of these 

proposed image-boosters will still have value in the 

industry as it stands today. 

 

Napier’s “Ten Commandments” 

 

1. Highly efficient Racing Management 

2. Excellent functional, aesthetically pleasing 

Training Facilities 

3. Realistic Stakes 

4. The highest credibility and control over racing 

5. The majority of the country’s top owners, train-

ers, horses and jockeys to be predominantly in 

one centre for extended periods, especially  

during the Transvaal racing season 

6. Excellent Racing Surfaces and supporting  

facilities all year round 

7. Prestigious Graded races 

8. Prestigious Race Courses 

9. Acquire a reputation for co-operation with the 

rest of SA racing 

10. Develop a stable Labour Force 

 

Racing Digest reported at the time: “The fourth 

‘commandment” is the most ambitious and most  

contentious of all. Napier is acutely aware of the Jock-

ey Club’s public image, and of the need for the club to 

be seen as actively exerting control and willing to in-

form. 

 

“Napier was not in agreement with recommendation of 

the ‘Whiter Paper’ and specifically with Commissioner 

Tony Christie’s conclusions. Christie, and the  

Transvaal Provincial Administration (TPA) itself came 

out very much in favour of a totally professional  

approach to the control of racing.  

 

“They advocated a Stipendiary Board excluding Race 

Club Stewards, and comprising solely of professional 

stipes, arguing that they are the only truly impartial 

people on a racecourse. 

 

“Napier countered that ‘Race club stewards  

understand what integrity is all about. They are highly 

successful businessmen, and have the peers to judge 

them. If they are involved in any decision in which they 

may have a material interest, they simply recuse  

themselves.’ ” 

 

Napier said about the proposed abolition of  

bookmakers: “Personally I feel that on-course 

bookmakers provide a valuable service –  

particularly to big punters. I don’t believe the off-

course bookmakers contribute enough. To me the 

ideal would be a combination of on-course  

bookmakers and an off-course tote.” 
                                                                          (to page 2) 
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NAPIER REPORT (fm p1) 

 

About drug detection, he commented: “The club needs to 

spend money the whole time to stay ahead. This is a vital 

aspect. We need to continually improve the Jockey Club 

Laboratory.” 

 

A criticism of the Jockey Club in the policy document was 

the perception that the penalties that were meted out to 

offenders seemed inconsistent. 

 

Said Napier: “You have to distinguish between therapeutic 

drugs and the procaine penicillins – which may have been 

used for injury, in the belief that it would be out of the 

horse’s system by race day – and the hardline narcotic 

analgesics.” 

 

The SA Racehorse commented: “All well and good, but 

what concerns us is that, historically, the elements that 

make racing have rarely been able to reach consensus – 

even the racing clubs find it hard to agree on the most 

trivial matters. (The industry has) a transparent death wish 

never to agree on anything. Examples are legion.”  - tt. 

“(The industry has) a transparent death wish never 

to agree on anything. Examples are legion.”   

ZILLZAAL, winning at Turffontein. 

Zillzaal shows his true 

colours at Turffontein 
ZILLZAAL, gelded, demonstrated he will be a force 

in the R2-million Gauteng Summer Cup over 

2000m on Saturday 30 November when he scored 

a scintillating win over stable companion Russian 

Beat in a Graduation Plate over 1600m on the  

Inside track at Turffontein yesterday. 

 

Ridden by Piere Strydom, the four-year-old son of 

Silvano jumped to the front from the off and was 

never headed. In fact. In the closing stages he 

raced away from most of the opposition to win by 

2.75 lengths. The only runner who was making 

some sort of charge was Russian Beat who came 

from quite a long way back to do what jockey  

Raymond Danielson called “low flying”, to claim 

second spot. 

 

However, by the time he got going, the bird had 

flown. Third place, one length further back, was 

Battle Of Alesia with 5-4 favourite Approach Con-

trol, a disappointing fourth, beaten four lengths.  

 

Zillzaal drifted in the betting from a call of 15-20 to 

go off at 16-10. 

 

The second log for the Summer Cup was released 

yesterday and Sean Tarry’s charge is currently in 

12th spot, and with this win, could climb a little. 

However, this was a Plate race and he was the best 

handicapped runner by at least 6kg, so his merit 

rating is unlikely to be affected.  “From here we will 

give him one more run, probably the Victory Moon, 

and then into the Cup,” said Tarry.—J Milner/TAB. 

ENCHANTED Garden. 

Letter from a Reader 
Your joke “Wedlock” (TT News, Tuesday 8 Oct) refers. In 

1986 there was a filly called Shotgun Wedding. She was 

equally well named, she was by Free Will out of Little Re-

bel. James Maree bred and trained her. She was at long 

odds when handing a rare beating to star filly Enchanted 

Garden in the 1986 Oaks Trial at Newmarket.—Andrew 

Harrison, Durban. 
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HEVERSHAM Park Farm’s resident stallion Wings Of Desire's first foal has arrived. He’s a lovely colt from Pinky 

and the Brain, a stunning half-brother to Gr1-placed Herodotus. Here he is with his grey dam, whose other  

post-Herodotus foal, De Gaulle, has also gone into training for Green Street International and Glen Kotzen. 

We miss the Laurie 

Jaffee’s of this world 
I went AWOL yesterday after a painful rehab session with my physio. I  

decided to take the afternoon off to lunch at Harbour House near Kalk Bay. 

Being back there reminded me of the days when Laurie Jaffee would invite 

me for one of our many enjoyable “business” lunches.  

 

I was on retainer to Laurie for many years and really enjoyed our chats 

about horses, people and racing issues. Laurie kept himself up to speed 

about everything in the horse world and selflessly served racing for many 

years. 

 

I’d arrive at the Jaffee residence Hoëberg on Boyes Drive for pre-lunch G&T 

in the study surrounded by pictures of their many famous winners and then 

we’d go down to Harbour House and sit at Laurie’s favourite table with the 

waves crashing below. Sadly we have very few with Laurie’s passion for  

racing and commitment left in our industry and I am running out of excuses 

to go out for “business” lunches.  

 

Laurie was a racing legend not just in South Africa but abroad as well. After 

he passed away his Arc de Triomphe table on the Sea Bird dining terrace at 

Longchamps was taken over by Ingrid Pfaff and when she passed away it 

was kept in good SA racing hands by Bernard Kantor right up until they 

closed for renovation.  

 

So the Arc was very much in my thoughts last weekend. Congrats to  

Andreas Jacobs and his partners on Waldgeist’s victory. Yet another major 

winner for Galileo and another feather in the cap of German breeding and 

Monsun as broodmare sire.  - From John Freeman’s Newsletter. 

LAURIE Jaffee, one of  a kind. 

Dubawi colt fetches  

millions at Tatts 
 

THE most expensive yearling colt 

sold in the world this year was the 

highlight of a lively first day of 

Book 1 of the Tattersalls October 

Yearling Sale, as a Dubawi (Ire) 

half-brother to Barney Roy (GB) 

(Excelebration {Ire}) elicited a Go-

dolphin-Coolmore duel in which 

Sheikh Mohammed came out on 

top with a bid of 3.6-million gns. 

Dubawi provided all three seven-

figure lots on the day, with a pair 

of colts each earlier bringing 1-

million gns apiece.  - TDN. 
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ERIN-Lee Watkinson, perhaps the only apprentice jockey in 

history to hold a degree in Industrial Engineering,  received an 

award for 1st Position in Post Matric at the South African  

Jockey Academy, from Headmaster Graham Bailey. Erin-Lee is 

the daughter of former trainer Robin Watkinson, who  

reportedly doubles for actor Tommy-Lee Jones in Hollywood. 

Only one career for Erin-Lee 

A bronze monument honouring legendary racehorse  

Secretariat took a break in Tulsa, Oklahoma on Tuesday for 

public viewing, before continuing on to its final destination in  

Lexington, Kentucky. The statue was created at a Norman, 

OK, Foundry by Jocelyn Russell, a long-time NatureWorks 

artshow artist. The statue will be unveiled and dedicated  

Saturday at Keeneland Racecourse.  

Honouring their all-time greats 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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