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DURBANVILLE on Matchem Day: The way every race meeting should be attended. (Chase Liebenberg). 

Durbanvillle crowd brought back  

racing’s fun and festive atmosphere 
DURBANVILLE Racecourse has a true country feel about it, and that the track is situated in an affluent suburb of 

Cape Town doesn’t hurt. Last Saturday’s Matchem and Diana Stakes race meeting attracted a festive crowd and  

Phumelela’s Events and Sales Executive Clyde Basel explained how this was achieved. 

He said: “We’ve staged the annual Potjiekos  

competition on this race day for a few years and it has 

been well supported, it gets better every year. 

 

“We employed community advertising to reach the  

market, and having so many potjiekos lovers in one 

area helped. You don’t need massive budgets when 

your clients live around the racetrack. 

 

“We got Bok Radio involved. They’re a very popular 

community radio station that broadcasts from  

Brackenfell to surrounding areas and have a nice 

reach. We also advertised in community newspapers. 

 

“We received easy and effective reach via the Boer & 

Butcher, the most popular butchery in the Durbanville 

area, most of the blokes buy their meat there. We also 

handed out leaflets at traffic lights, the old traditional 

way.  

 

“As a combo, all these things worked. Families still 

enjoy a day out, some kids were still on school  

holidays so parents brought their blankets and picnic 

baskets to enjoy a day out, and the Potjiekos teams 

were there in full force.” 

 

Also staged on course was, what has been named, the 

“Market On The Barn”, an array of curios and food 

stalls in the area behind the parade ring. 

 

“This was well managed and well supported by the 

community,” said Basel. “The horses walked  (to p2) 
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Tapit: Sire of sires 
BRITISH Idiom. 

GAINESWAY Farm’s great stallion TAPIT (Pulpit)  

continues to make waves as a sire of sires, and 

Tapit sons were responsible for a pair of impressive 

G1 winning two-year-olds this weekend. 

Tapit’s son FLASHBACK (who like Klawervlei’s own 

resident sire ROYAL MO (Uncle Mo), won the Robert 

B. Lewis Stakes), came up with his first G1 winner, 

when his promising two-year-old daughter BRITISH 

IDIOM romped home to land the G1 Darley  

Alcibiades Stakes at Keeneland on Friday in devas-

tating fashion. 

 

Now unbeaten in two starts, British Idiom stamped 

herself a leading contender for the upcoming G1 

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies when romping home 

to win by six and a half lengths on Friday. 

 

Tapit’s hugely exciting dual G1 winning son  

CONSTITUTION once again reiterated the fact he is 

an exceptionally exciting young sire, when his son 

TIZ THE LAW romped home to land the historic G1 

Champagne Stakes at Belmont Park on Saturday. 

Now unbeaten in two starts, Tiz The Law (a member 

of his sire’s outstanding first crop) romped home to 

a four length win in Saturday’s feature (a race won 

previously by the likes of SCAT DADDY, ALYDAR, 

UNCLE MO and FORTY NINER), and he looks an ex-

citing future prospect. 

 

Flashback and Constitution joins the likes of 

TAPIZAR and CONCORD POINT as G1 producing 

sons of Tapit, and this list looks sure to grow consid-

over time! (Another promising sire son of Tapit, five time 

graded stakes winner TAPITURE, was responsible for a 

TDN Rising Star on Saturday when his first-crop two-year-

old daughter SPECIALLY romped home  by five at  

Keeneland). 

 

Klawervlei Stud is currently the only farm in South Africa 

standing a son of Tapit in the form of lightning fast, dual 

graded stakes winner COUP DE GRACE. 

 

The latter, whose first crop race this season,  won impres-

sively over six furlongs on debut before going on to win 

both the G2 Amsterdam and G3 Bay Shore Stakes at 

three. 

 

The blue blooded Coup De Grace, whose half-sister 

DANCING RAGS herself won the G1 Alcibiades Stakes 

back in 2016, was the Leading First Crop Sire by  

Aggregate at the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale.  - tt. 

FESTIVITIES AT DURBANVILLE (fm p1) 

 

along the side of the market on their way to the track and 

this got the attention of the marketgoers every time. They 

stepped over to see, went to the parade ring and a  

number of them had a bet. Fostering a love for the horse 

and betting is ultimately what feeds racing.” 

 

It was reported that the Owners and Trainers facility and 

the deck was also packed to capacity, something all of us 

in racing like to hear. 

 

“We can’t stage an event like this every week, but we’d 

like to build on the popularity of this one. It’s a good race 

day and a social event at the right time of year. We’d like 

to secure a sponsor for the Matchem races for next year, I 

am pleased to say we’ve already had queries from  

potential sponsors after Saturday, it’s a good marketing  

opportunity,” Basel said. 

 

A Beer Festival is planned for Turffontein on Rugby World 

Cup Day, 23 November. This happens also to be Charity 

Mile day. A big screen will be erected so that rugby fans 

can enjoy the action. The game starts at 11am and the  

feature-packed day-night race meeting will start at 1pm. 

 

Those of us who love racing, have to make an effort at 

this crucial time to support these events to keep the  

momentum rolling. The organisers have to keep pushing 

with innovation in mind, and have their debriefs to  

eliminate errors and address complaints. Durbanville last 

Saturday was a drop in the ocean, but it shows that a bit 

of pointed planning and clever advertising does go a long 

way.—tt. 
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QUEEN Elizabeth is head-hunting. 

Queen E looking for horse person 
 
THE QUEEN is on the hunt for someone to take care of her 

treasured horses – and you’ll be paid to live at Buckingham 

Palace. 

 

The vacancy for a “Liveried Helper” was posted earlier this 

month and the successful candidate will be based at the 

Royal Mews.  

 

The full-time position will pay £22,400 per annum with  

accommodation provided in the palace quarters. 

 

You will be responsible for the upkeep and daily care of the 

animals at the Royal Mews by exercising them, training them 

and preparing them for ceremonial activities. 

 

As well as caring for the horses themselves, you will also be 

responsible for making sure the stables are in tip top  

condition including cleaning saddlery and harnesses. 

 

The palace is looking for someone with a passion for 

equine, and you will need to be a competent rider and 

experience of driving a carriage is desired. 
 

The role will also provide the opportunity to take part in cere-

monial activities yourself. 

 

The desired candidate must “feel inspired to deliver to the 

highest standards, helping to present ceremonial activities 

that are enjoyed by millions. 

 

“Knowing that your horses are ready to perform on the world 

stage.” 

 

You can apply for the role on the Royal Household website. 

 

The role is certainly an important one with the Queen a well-

known horse-lover. 

 

As well as the ceremonial horses at Buckingham Palace she 

also owns several Fell Ponies at her home of Windsor Castle. 

 

And at the grand old age of 93 she is often seen riding  

horses over the estate’s rugged terrain.  - The Sun. 

Kantor remains in the 

Phumelela Chair  

 

SHAREHOLDERS of Phumelela Gaming &  

Leisure  are referred to newspaper articles in 

both the Sporting Post and the Business Day, 

with Business Day quoting as its source the 

Sporting Post, that “Kantor quits Phumelela 

Gaming, Tembe steps up”, published on 4 Octo-

ber and 7 October 2019 respectively.  

This claim by the newspapers is factually  

incorrect. Mr Kantor has not stepped down as 

chairman of the Group, he will remain as chair-

man at least until the AGM scheduled on 5 De-

cember 2019. The Board remains committed to 

its transformation initiatives and shareholders 

will be advised of any changes to the Board via 

SENS at an appropriate time. 

 

- Phumelela Press Release. 

BERNARD Kantor. 

Catterick Tuesday: Off 
 

TUESDAY afternoon’s meeting at Catterick in 

North Yorkshire in the UK has been abandoned 

due to a waterlogged track. 

 

Conditions at the track were described as heavy 

on Monday morning after a combined total of 30 

millimetres of rain fell at the course on Saturday 

night and Sunday. 

 

With further rain forecast, clerk of the course 

Fiona Needham announced a precautionary  

inspection for 8am on race day morning – and 

she has been left with no option but to call off 

proceedings.  - TAB News. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Zackey’s well on the mend 

LEADING jockey Craig Zackey has been off injured for almost 

two months, recovering from an operation to both hips. He 

said: “I’d been battling with a groin problem in Jo’burg, and a 

doctor in Durban discovered that I had an overgrown bone 

attached to my hip socket and I had to go for surgery, during 

which cartilage in  the hip was also removed. But things are 

looking good, I’ve been seeing a biokineticist and I’m training 

at the Jockeys Academy. This morning (Tuesday), I sat on  a 

horse again and I was fine. Obviously I need to get my  

muscles and grip restored to what it was, but aside from  

minor aches and pains I came through it. Zackey, Champion 

Apprentice in 2014, rode 78 winners last season for 11th spot 

on the National Log. We wish him well. 

Here’s your Tuesday Tjuckle! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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