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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  MONDAY 7 OCTOBER 2019 

MAKE MEMORIES (USA) by Street Cry ex Winter Memories by El Prado, a 6 times local Gr1 winner in Almaty. 

Everyone has friends somewhere 
IT is a stark reality: breed, by careful mating and investment and rearing, a nice yearling; recognise that you have 

found yourself in the 2 Year Old Sale by a non-fashionable sire, but one that should sire runners to develop the 

mare; find that you have sold to go to Kenya or for bush racing. 

The last vestige of optimism is ripped out of your being, 

either because you sold as a weanling and lost control, 

or because you had entered a partnership and had  

surrendered control, or because you were in control but 

lost it all by yourself. 

 

No disrespect to Kenya. Their tenacity in sustaining 

racing is admirable and they have every right to come 

and buy, then travel the horses in good circumstances 

as they do. The feeling is no different to the sinking 

feeling of some breeders in the UK and Ireland – where 

the lower yearling market is currently screwed. 

 

I bought yearling fillies this time last year for a so-

called “small” racing nation and said – truthfully – to 

one stunned breeder that “I would have bought her to 

race in England”. That sire was/is “not wanted” (and 

we all recognise that syndrome in South Africa) yet we 

have been lucky with him before.  

 

The filly won her maiden in the “small” country on  

debut by 20 lengths and won a juvenile        (to page 2) 
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Almaty Monument fronted by a toddler astride a foal. 

“NP Horse, No Kazakhstan. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

Group 1 equivalent next time up. The celebrations will go 

on until next season, and the gracious UK breeder – who 

sells at the top end as well – was relieved that we were 

doing the buying (therefore the filly will go to a good 

place), took it on the chin and knows that the end user 

often spends more.  

 

It is not so long ago that European breeders had that 

sinking feeling if their product were sold to Hong Kong. 

With Hong Kong promoted to Part 1 (International Cata-

loguing Standards Book) not all that long ago, not so 

sinking. Keep guarding that status, South Africa. 

 

Sometimes the “small” racing nation is truly surprising. 

 

POMELLATO is not only one of Europe’s top jewellers by 

sales, but is POMELLATO (GER) a cracking 2 year old in 

2007 by Big Shuffle out of a Polar Falcon mare who won 

Group 3 in Germany and Group 2 in France. This earned 

him a year at stud but he was soon sold to Iran. Only 40 

years ago pre-Islamic Revolution, Teheran was an inter-

national playground. Now, not so much. But it is still 

horse country. 

 

When POMELLATO’s first crop did well, he was re-

imported to France but of course could not travel  

directly because of health certification, or the lack 

thereof. 

 

So he travelled via Russia, then into Germany (EU) 

with Russian export documents. Russia and Iran, 

whilst having an in and out relationship since the 16th 

century, are strategic allies as well as comforting 

each other economically under international sanc-

tions. 225,000,000 people between them constitute 

a significant trading axis. 

 

But Russia is useful in less flashpointy circumstanc-

es. Ex-Soviet bloc nations, however “western” or capi-

talistic they have become, tend to sustain a customs 

union with Russia. We have repatriated horses from 

Central Asia back to Europe via Russia, and have 

come to know how easy it is to move horses across 

Belarus and Russia to Kazakhstan and its neigh-

bours, once cleared from the EU at the Polish border 

after statutory Kazakh quarantines are satisfied. 

 

Once upon a time the Soviet Bloc was all the same 

customs area – like the EU is now, with one or two 

other administrative similarities but let’s not go into 

that. Although the rather abrupt collapse of the Soviet 

Union caused a sort of multiple nation no-deal Brexit, 

they all knew (and still know) how to work with each 

other. 

 

There is something South Africa-related to be consid-

ered, emanating from all this although of course, 

there is no comparison in bloodstock standards and 

systems to be made with these “small” nations. 

 

We consult there on everything from tracks to stud 

books to feed to bedding to breeding methods to the 

creation of a Tote…  it goes on.           (to page 3) 

ENTERTAINMENT between races. 
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LATE night Cafe Society in Almaty. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

In addition to liaising with UK and other authorities, we 

have made presentations of how things are done in 

South Africa and what horses are produced at what 

cost. We have discussed the principle of direct (or 

nearly direct) imports from SA, including on into east-

neighbouring Western China and north-neighbouring 

Siberian Russia. We only need a cargo airline as an 

operating partner to take things further! 

 

It’s not as grand as EU, Hong Kong, Singapore, but it 

would be a trade, without the madness of 90 days in 

Mauritius. Makes me wonder about Kenya.  Fly there – 

as they do from the 2YO Sale, and they can husband 

horses for a time. Loads of airlines fly into Nairobi, so 

where from there? 

 

The Kazakh revival of racing is a ten year plan,  

hampered by current recession, and has parallels with 

South Africa - starting from a lower level of  

sophistication of course but in a very attractive city of 

2 million, including umpteen universities.  

 

Given a certain knowledge of horse history in that 

country, I have proposed a new slogan for taking into 

those seats of learning and bringing the students to 

the hippodrome: “No Horse, No Kazakhstan”. We’ll 

start with the Kazakh-British Technical University. 

 

In sharp financial contrast, in neighbouring Uzbeki-

stan, with Tashkent and Samarkand as its magnets for 

visitors, there is a burgeoning economy. A 50/50 gov-

ernment / private programme has already resulted in 

a new racecourse and the purchase of 60 young horses 

in training from England and Ireland last year – mostly 

lower cost fillies to race then breed, plus several brood-

mares at about a million rand each. Just like that. Op-

posite hemispheres would put them off at this early 

stage, and the enthusiasm for UK and Ireland is great. 

But our SA flag will feature in a Tashkent hotel meeting 

before long. 

 

The Kazakh President’s Cup (2400m local Gr1) has just 

been won for the second time by MAKE MEMORIES by 

STREET CRY, out of no less than a double USA Grade 1 

winning mare by EL PRADO, unraced at 2 with John 

Gosden and bought by you-know-who for 9,000 guineas 

(today approximately R173,000.-).  He also won their 

local 2,000 Guineas and Derby and a couple of other 

Group 1s and will become a stallion with a Book 1  

pedigree. I often wonder how he would have fared  

elsewhere.  - tt. 

WATCH Sunday 6 October episode featuring Joe Soma, 

SA Mauritius Race Day, Paulo Do Carmo. Here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LWxXV_0NKo
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ONE World (MJ Byleveld, middle), burst through late to win the Matchem Stakes at Durbanville. (Wayne Marks). 

They couldn’t win 100m out, but both won! 
THE Gr3 Matchem Stakes and the Gr3 Diana Stakes (both 1400m), at Durbanvillle on Saturday were decided in 

the last 100m. At this late point in the respective contests, One World (Matchem) and Front and Centre (Diana 

Stakes), looked beaten. But both kicked into gear to the delight of a nice crowd and won well. 

“One Word looked jet propelled!” on-course presenter 

Fee Ramsden exclaimed after shouting him home to 

what was, in reality considering the run of the race and 

his late position, an unexpected win.  

 

“In a race like this your championship points come out. 

One World showed what he was worth today,” said a 

delighted trainer Vaughan Marshall, who would have 

shared punters’ worry when One World raced wide into 

the home run, then appeared flat-footed between hors-

es and had four lengths to find with just 200m to go. 

 

Jockey MJ Byleveld explained: “One World is not a one-

dimensional horse and he proved it today. Last season 

he had the best cruising speed (and we raced from the 

front), but he came from off them today. 

 

“At the top of the straight he was going nowhere but I 

was fortunate to get into a position one off the fence. 

The field came back to me. Once I switched him, he 

put his head down, showed his guts and won a  

fantastic race.” 

 

One World, by Captain Al from Aquilonia (Giant’s 

Causeway) was raised at Klawervlei. He is owned by 

Ken and Jane Truter, Braam van Huyssteen and 

Etienne Braun. He has won eight of 10 races and 

R3,467,500 in stakes. 

 

Dynasty’s daughter Front and Centre was a popular 

banker following good stable reports. She, too, found a 

brilliant finishing effort when she looked in a bit of 

trouble in the closing stages, with Helen’s Ideal  

sticking gamely to her lead and Freedom Charter run-

ning on well. 

 

“I had the run of the race,” said jockey Greg Cheyne. 

“When we turned into the straight I had to muscle my-

self out and then I started doing pace work on her. 

 

“When the challenges came I got to work on her, she 

tended to hang out, but when Freedom Charter came 

up on our outside I gave her a bit more of a squeeze 

and she kicked on very nicely. 

 

“This is just the beginning of her prep for the summer 

season, but Brett (Crawford, trainer) didn’t want to run 

her if she couldn’t win, a privilege to have sat on her.” 

 

Ross Kieswetter, representing Front and Centre’s 

breeders, Ridgemont/Highlands, commented: “This 

was quite a race for my nerves. I thought she  (to p6) 
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LINDSEY Smith (Racing Photos). 

“I’m no cheat,” says 

Aussie trainer 
AUSTRALIAN Group 1 winning trainer Lindsey Smith 

has hit out at what he calls offensive slurs from rival 

trainers, declaring ‘I’m not a cheat’. 

 

Smith said he feels forced to come forward and de-

fend his reputation after what he claimed were 

‘offensive comments’ implied by trainers Wayne 

Hawkes and James Cummings regarding the sand 

dunes at Warrnambool. 

 

“I’m not a cheat and I would have hoped I’ve done 

enough in my career to have earnt more respect 

that,” the former WA trainer said. 

 

“I know Darren Weir is my mate but he doesn’t train 

my horses and it’s extremely disappointing to make 

that implication." 

 

“I’ve moved to Victoria with a small team of horses 

and shouldn’t be any kind of threat to these big name 

trainers.” 

 

Weir was banned from racing for four years after  

electric-shock ‘jiggers’ were found on his property 

which are used to train horses to run faster. Weir had 

operations in Warrnambool before his ban. 

 

It’s believed Smith is referring to comments from 

Hawkes on Racing.com's After The Last last week 

were he claimed ‘’the old Warrnambool sand dunes 

are back in action’’. It is believed Cummings  

supported the statement on Saturday morning. 

 

Smith is the inform trainer of the spring carnival so 

far having two Group 1 winners since setting up a 

satellite stable in Warrnambool earlier this year. 

 

“I’m trying to convince my family to move over here 

and why would they now when there’s insinuations 

made like this against my character. The trainers 

should be more careful what they imply because it 

can have a serious impact on owners choosing to 

have horses with me if they think anything is suspect. 

My whole livelihood is on the line.”  - Racing.com 

THEY BOTH WON! (fm p5) 

 

was in trouble, I heard Freedom Charter’s connections 

shouting, but our filly won. She has a sweet spot in our 

hearts. 

 

Front and Centre is five from 9 with stakes of 

R1,320,625 to her name.  - tt. 

The best in all respects! 

RICHARD Fourie is as hard to beat as a runner  as he is 

to beat as a jockey.  Here he is, striding out nicely in the 

annual Jockeys Chase at Durbanville and hitting the post 

clear of Anthony Andrews and Louis Mxothwa (on photo 

below), who dead-heated for second.  Fourie also won 

two horse races on the card, both for Justin Snaith’s  

stable. More about this well-attended meeting in tomor-

row’s edition. –tt. 
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

“MR Paul” Lafferty and James Goofman have migrated their 

“Winning Ways” show from Tellytrack to Youtube and they 

promised, “(Our shows) will be entertaining and thought  

provoking and will include the views of many contentious peo-

ple.” We thought, at first, that the likes of Julius Sello Male-

ma, Boris Johnson and  Eric Cartman would be among the 

first guests, but they did actually qualify that guests would be 

“from the racing industry”. Contentious people won’t be hard 

to find, most of them lurk on racing forums — under  

pseudonyms though. Maybe Mr Paul and The Goof will allow 

these controversials to appear in masks when they spew their 

venom. Seriously, however, we wish Winning Ways well. They 

have always contributed valuably to the sport of racing. 

Winning Ways to Youtube 

Korber wins Gold at SA Derby 

The 2019 SA Derby (Showjumping) concluded at the Kyalami 

Equestrian Park on Sunday and victory went to Rainer Korber 

and his horse, Back on Track Clouny 3. The silver medal went 

to Liam Stevens on Nissan Disa's Wanda and bronze was  

taken by Carl Boonzaaier on Callaho Casperon. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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http://www.kuda.co.za/

