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YOUNG Bloods features some amazing footage of horses and industry personalities.  

FOR many, when thinking of horse racing in its heyday, it inspires visions of vintage racing greats such as  

Michael “Muis” Roberts, Fred Rickaby and Harry and Bridget Oppenheimer to mention but a few.  

Whilst in some respects the sport has seen significant 

changes over the years – including the introduction of 

Tellytrack and online betting – it has also remained 

the same in many ways, including methods of handi-

capping, race day procedures and the old world charm 

that accompanies visits to the parade ring and win-

ners enclosure. Many of the jockeys from the golden 

era are still very much involved in horse racing in  

other professions – some as trainers, some as Stipen-

diary stewards and others as riding masters and 

coaches.  

 

But there is a buzzing undercurrent of ‘young blood’ 

pulsing through the racecourse and jockey room – a 

new generation of up and coming champions who are 

holding their own – some even smashing decade-old 

Championship records whilst still in their apprentice-

ship. 

 

Their careers begin at an early age, thrusting them 

into the proverbial spotlight whilst still navigating their 

studies and managing additional pressures most teen-

agers don’t even consider - such as weight  

management and injury prevention. Like all millenni-

als, these young bloods have active social lives but it 

comes with the added responsibilities and pressures 

of being professional athletes. It is a sport character-

LYLE Hewitson, behind the scenes. 

Racing is now in the hands of the young 

ised by highs and lows, moments of sweet victory and 

devastating defeat, narrow losses and split-second  

decision making.   

 

Racing It’s A Rush has launched the Young Bloods se-

ries – an initiative which spotlights the many youthful 

talents making a name for themselves in the industry 

on different levels. It’s intimate look at the lifestyle and 

behind-the-scenes footage from aspiring jockeys, train-

ers, vets, stipendiary stewards and even commentators 

who make up the next generation of racing greats. 

Whilst rivals on the track, away from the races most of 

the jockeys and trainers are friends and comrades – 

fiercely protective of one another and           (to page 2) 
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YOUNG Bloods covers everything, from jockeys to trainers to veterinarians and stud farms. 

YOUNG BLOODS  (fm p1) 

 

the sport they passionately represent.  

 

The Cape Town premier of Young Bloods took place on  

Tuesday night, after a similar launch in Johannesburg last week. 

 

Presented documentary style, this is the first  

installment of a movie that effectively gives a rounded pic-

ture of the many factors that have to fall into place just for 

a race to take place. 
 

With interviews with the likes of Lyle Hewitson, Adam Azzie, 

S’manga ‘Bling’ Khumalo, Philip Tebere and Allistair Cohen, this 

welcome venture deserves mainstream exposure, and could  

provide an invaluable entry point for anyone seeking to learn 

what horseracing is and how it functions. 

 

For further information follow Racing. It’s A Rush on social media 

or visit www.itsarush.co.za 

NHA re-issues licence to Corne Spies 
 

THE National Horseracing Authority has re-issued a Trainer’s Licence to Corne 

Spies (49), who will be training from stables at the Vaal. His father, Tobie, will 

continue training on his own, also from stables at the Vaal. Corne holds a  

National Diploma in Equine Science to go with his wealth of practical 

knowledge and racing experience. He held his own licence between 2000 and 

2018, has won a host of Graded and Listed features including the Gr1 SA 

Nursery with Fun Fly and Rock Opera, the Gr1 Golden Horseshoe on July Day 

with War Horse, the Gr2 Emerald Cup with Tommy Gun and the Gr3 Egoli 

Sprint with Take Silk. Rock Opera and Take Silk were sold to overseas  

interests and exported. Corne raced a string in Zimbabwe in 2013 and 2014 

and won the Zimbabwean Trainers’ Title in 2014.  - tt. 
CORNE Spies. 

Turffontein Selections, Saturday 
Race 1: (3) Gunner Runner (2) God Of Thun-

der (14) Wallaa (4) Rock Manor 

Race 2: (13) Spero Optima (11) Master Dan-

iel (14) Thunderjet (9) Petersham 

Race 3: (2) Pretty Border (5) Emily Hobhouse 

(1) Flichity By Far (3) Bondiblu 

Race 4:  (3) Green Dragon (10) Ration My 

Passion (5) Itsmydarlin  (4) Big Myth 

Race 5: (3) Lazarus Tree (5) Pidgeon Rock 

(2) Baron Rodney (1) Tokyo Drift 

Race 6:  (14) Sidonie (13) Gin Fizz (1) 

Cascapedia (8) Vistula 

Race 7:  (4) Buffalo Bill Cody (3) Zouaves 

(13) Eshaan (2) Chimichuri Run 

Race 8:  (2) Sally Called (9) Oceania (5) Just 

Kidding (7) Way Of Life 

Race 9: (9) Diva Faustina (2) Golden Spiral 

(10) UFO (4) Annatjie 
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DOUBLE ‘O Eight, bargain buy and big earner. (JC Photos). 

Double ‘O Eight is running herself into  

decent broodmare status 
KZN bred Double ’O Eight, a five year mare by Eightfold Path (USA) out of Bond Girl, continues to make her owner 

Pastor Dan Sukhraj proud, writes DEVONNE GOVENDER of Gold Circle. 

This ever consistent mare who is now trained by 

Grant Maroun on the Highveld has not missed the 

frame in her last ten starts with a total career win 

tally of six. Purchased at the Shongweni sale for 

just R10 000 she has now earned a total of R458 

300. Sukhraj said “I remember seeing her twice at 

sales and she was not sold. She was then offered 

on the Shongweni sales and I just had to have 

her.” 

 

He explained his decision to move her up to  

Gauteng after receiving some advice and felt there 

were not enough races to suit her in KZN. “Ever 

since making that decision she has continued to 

earn and will make a decent broodmare with  

creditable form to her name,” Sukhraj continued. 

Grant Maroun has been given a lot of credit by 

Sukhraj and commended him for doing a fantastic 

job sorting out all her issues. “I salute Grant 

Maroun and his team for doing such a great job 

with her and making me a proud horse owner,” 

said Sukhraj. Maroun advised that the mare is still 

on the up and she may be aimed at the Gardenia 

Stakes and other features.  - tt. 

NHA’s latest appointments 
 

THE National Horseracing Authority has announced two 

senior appointments in the Department of Racing Control:- 

 

Mr Deanthan Moodley has been appointed as the Chief 

Stipendiary Steward in Kwa-Zulu Natal with effect from 1 

November 2019.  

 

Deanthan, a qualified attorney, joined the NHA as a  

Stipendiary Steward in Johannesburg in 2015.  After 

demonstrating a sound understanding of the Rules and 

the ability to lead from the front Deanthan was appointed 

to the position of the Senior Stipendiary Steward in Port 

Elizabeth in 2018, where he is a respected figure tasked 

with upholding the Rules and the values of the NHA. 

 

Mr Langa Douse has been appointed as the Chief Stipendi-

ary Steward in the Eastern Cape with effect from 1 Novem-

ber 2019. Langa was first licenced as a Stipendiary  

Steward in Johannesburg in 1998 and subsequently 

formed part of the Kwa-Zulu Natal and Northern Cape  

Stipendiary Boards.  - NHA. 
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Way to go, Tara Laing! 

WHEN trainers go out of their way to promote themselves and 

their businesses, they have our support, especially when they 

try something different. PE-based Tara Laing posted this  

image on social media and said: “We are as mall, transparent, 

successful yard, with over 60 years of combined racing  

experience between #teamtara - trainer Tara Laing and right 

hand man Gavin Venter. We have boxes available in our yard, 

our TOP team of dedicated staff go to all extremes to make 

sure your horses are given the 5 ***** treatment at all 

times. “ Email: tara.laingracing@gmail.com  Aside from being 

a good trainer, Tara’s a great party partner too. Support her! 

HEADLINE-making South African Barend Vorster has received 

his permanent residency in Australia and his host, trainer  

Tony McEvoy, tweeted: “We are pleased to announce Barend 

Vorster’s permanent residency Visa has been approved We 

reluctantly advise this means he can now ride for other  

stables! Get in touch if you’ve got a lightweight chance in the  

Melbourne Cup!” Let’s hold thumbs for Barend! 

Vorster’s services in demand in Oz 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:tara.laingracing@gmail.com
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