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POWERHOUSE: Undercover Agent (blue silks) is back in action in Saturday’s Matchem Stakes at Durbanville.  

SATURDAY’S Grade 3 Matchem Stakes and Grade 3 Diana Stakes have both attracted high quality fields and is 

the perfect start to the Cape Town SummerOfChampions Season. 

Considering that Sun Met winner Rainbow Bridge 

kicked off last season’s campaign with a win in the 

Matchem Stakes, all of the 11 runners in Saturday’s 

1400m contest at Durbanville will be looking to  

emulate that feat. 

 

One World, who has impressively won seven of nine 

career starts – including a Grade 2 and 3 – will  

attempt to maintain his unbeaten record over this  

distance, but he will have to be at his very best to out-

run the seasoned Undercover Agent. 

 

Although the latter finished fourth in the Met, his form 

suggests he is far better over shorter, and this was 

proven when he outclassed Rainbow Bridge by a close

-up 0.15 lengths in the Grade 2 Drill Hall Stakes – 

which is also run over 1400m. 

 

On paper this looks a two-horse race. 

 

However, both One World and Undercover Agent are 

returning from layoffs and may suffer from ring-rust. 

This means runners like Star Chestnut, Search Party 

and Pleasedtomeetyou could upset the apple cart. 

 

Front And Centre looks hard to oppose in the Diana 

Stakes. 

 

She was victim to appalling draws during the previous 

season and although she was far from disgraced, that 

form isn’t a true reflection of the four-time winners’ 

ability. 

 

She’s top-class in the Western Cape and from No 1 

draw is unlikely to miss. 

 

Freedom Charter has won at Grade 2 and 3 level and is 

weighted to be very competitive. She finished sixth in 

this event last year but has improved lengths since. 

 

Brett Crawford’s assistant trainer Barry Donnelly told 

Turf Talk: “Undercover Agent and Front and Centre are 

both well within  themselves, they have galloped well in 

preparation, but will be in natural need of their (to p2) 

Cape Summer Season gets into swing as 

the big guns start stepping out 
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BIG GUNS COME OUT (fm p1) 

 

runs, but this is where we start of their seasons, 

both are expected to run well.  

 

“Undercover Agent is up against some good  

horses, Front and Centre seems to have an  

easier task on paper, she could win on her class 

alone.” 

 

But it’s not just the equine athletes who will be 

competing on the day. 

 

The annual Jockey Charity Chase is also on 

the card and will see the likes of Richard 

Fourie, Corne Orffer, Robert Khati and many 

others in action. 
 

The friendly rivalry amongst the jockeys always 

provides great spectator entertainment and is 

made possible thanks to the generosity of New 

Turf Carriers. 

 

Proceeds from the race are donated towards the 

Western Cape Equine Trust. 

 

The day offers unbeatable family entertainment, 

with the Market at the Barn on course for the day 

and homeware stalls, arts and crafts, as well as 

home industry items, will make for leisurely 

browsing between races. 

 

For the culinary-inclined, there will be a potjiekos 

competition on course, which has a share of R35 

000 up for grabs (T&C’s apply). Hurry, because 

entries close on Wednesday 2 October. 

 

With live entertainment, a kiddies play area and 

live screening of the Rugby World Cup match 

between England and Argentina, the whole family 

is in for a day of food, fun and festivities. 

 

Gates open at 9am for the early birds with a 

brekkie special – buy a breakfast bun and get a 

free coffee. 

 

For more information, visit www.itsarush.co.za or 

Racing It’s a Rush on Facebook. 

@turftalk1 

Bonang Matheba. 

2020 Sun Met campaign revealed 

LEVEL  6 at Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (Zeitz 

MOCAA), inspired the perfect setting for the official campaign 

launch of the 2020 Sun Met, capturing the imagination and 

minds of attending media, sponsors, celebrities and special 

guests in the Silo District on Tuesday night.  

  

The Sun Met campaign revealed, award winning media  

personality, television sensation and entrepreneur, Bonang 

Matheba who brings with her the House of BNG MCC as the 

Official Celebration Partner. “It is my great honour to join the 

celebration and the thrill of The Sun Met - Africa’s Richest 

Race Day. House of BNG and this year’s theme: African Luxu-

ry: Visionaries are a match made in heaven! We’re excited to 

celebrate gorgeous fashion, the glamour of the races and all 

the lucky winners of the day!"  commented Bonang Matheba.  

Not to be outdone, recently crowned Miss South Africa, 

Zozibini Tunzi, joins Queen B as the face of African Luxury: 

Visionaries, the theme for the upcoming event.  

 

Lead designer for Sun Met 2020 Palesa Mokubung styled 

and dressed both Matheba and Tunzi in her Mantsho  

designs for the campaign shoot. “My vision for the Sun Met 

embodies African finesse and is inspired by a generation of 

Africans that are both global and still embrace their culture”, 

explained Mokubung. 

  

The theme calls on all race goers to feel inspired  (to page 5) 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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EQUUS Champion sprinter Kasimir (Richrd Fourie), on the work track at Philippi. (Photo: Troy Finch). 

SUN MET CAMPAIGN (fm p2) 

 

by their inner most vision, creativity and innovation 

and arrive ready to transform Africa’s Richest Race 

Day into a harmony of epic colour, style and imagina-

tion. 

 

Anthony Leeming, Sun International Chief Executive 

commented: “We want to pay homage to the  

visionaries. To introduce a platform where creatives of 

all kinds can showcase their ideas. To write and share 

their stories through fashion, music, technology and 

horse racing. Where imagination comes to life in all 

aspects.” 

 

The 2020 Sun Met entertainment line-up will feature 

“Africa is not a Jungle” which showcases the finest 

South African talent including global superstar, DJ and 

record producer DJ Black Coffee, Themba Nkosi and 

Da Capo.  

  

Award-winning SAMA 'Record of the Year' winner Holly 

Rey will join the entertainment line-up along with cho-

reographer and DJ, Courtnae Paul. HeartFM DJ’s Ty-

rone Paulsen, Codax and Vernon Carver will be on the 

decks throughout the day and during the after-party. 

  

All Sun Met ticket holders will once again have  

complimentary access to the official Sun Met After-

Party in the evening, as well as the ever-popular fash-

ion show and best dressed competition during the day. 

  

The City of Cape Town also joins the Sun Met stable as 

as the Official Host City: “Cape Town is the World’s 

Leading Festival and Event Destination and is the  

perfect location for the Sun Met. We have hosted many 

successful large-scale events and are confident that 

this year’s Sun Met will also be a memorable and spe-

cial event.  

 

“The race has been a staple on Cape Town’s 

event calendar for many years and events like 

these are very important in attracting local and 

foreign visitors to our city and boosting our local 

economy,” said Executive Mayor Dan Plato.  
  

“This event is starting to evolve into something truly 

special and Sun International are honoured to  

welcome House of BNG and the City of Cape Town to 

the Sun Met family alongside great partners such as  

Phumelela, Circa, Tanqueray, Stella Artois, Capitec and 

American Swiss,” added Leeming. 

  

The Sun Met takes place at Kenilworth Racecourse on 

Saturday 1 February 2020. More information can be 

found at www.sunmet.co.za 

 

General access tickets are available to purchase at 

R200. For ticketing information please visit 

www.ticketpros.co.za. Hospitality packages available 

from R 2 000 ex vat per person.  

For more information on hospitality packages, please 

visit: https://www.circa.co.za/event/the-sun-met-

2020/   - tt. 

https://www.circa.co.za/event/the-sun-met-2020/
https://www.circa.co.za/event/the-sun-met-2020/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Dogs… and horses. All we need 

WE’ve often commented on the things we need more than 

oxygen… horses and dogs, dogs and horses, and we’ve point-

ed to the synergy between them. People who love one, tend to 

adore the other too. Germany-based, Olympic Showjumping  

Champion Ingrid Klimke agrees, and she cleverly uses dogs to 

advertise her jumping and dressage school on social media. 

And while we’re on showjumping... 

THE South African (SA) Derby is set to showcase the best in 

equestrian sport –especially dressage and showjumping – at 

Kyalami Equestrian Park from today until 6 October.  With 35 

confirmed sponsors on board, the SA Derby will be colourful, 

fresh, thrilling and everyone’s annual equestrian highlight. 

“The SA Micro Derby will be on Saturday (5 October) and the 

1.40 Mini Derby on Sunday morning pre the main Derby,” 

said  Kyalami Park club chairperson Anne-Marie Esslinger. On 

the photo is Janie Myburg with the stunning DRESS SUIT,  

winners of the 1981 SA Derby. (Vintage SA Racing,  

Facebook). 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

