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SOTTSASS, named after a famous Italian architect, is a colt Molly expects can get him “out of it”. 

Plotting a double to secure a holiday in Plett! 
HARD to believe that the Festive Season is just two months away. That thought sprung to mind over Sunday 

lunch when my daughter, Jade, chirped up: "Hey, Dad, can we go to Plett at Christmas - we used to go nearly  

every year?" 

"Sorry, daught, it's been a tough year for your Dad so I 

think we'll be staying at home," was my reply. 

 

"But, Dad, all you've got to do is find one of your  

overseas horses and whack it!" 

 

That got me thinking. A nice double to get me out of 

trouble - and it could come as early as next weekend. 

So here we go with two of our four-legged friends - and 

both are at attractive prices. 

SIDONIE - Opened at 8-1 for the Joburg Spring Fillies & 

Mares Stakes at Turffontein on Saturday. 

 

SOTTSASS - Currently 7-1 for the Arc de Triomphe in 

Paris 24 hours later on Sunday. 

 

Now I'm still kicking myself for not taking the opening 

price of 3-1 about Sidonie for her debut a week last 

Saturday. She hails from a top stud (Lammerskraal) 

and is a half-sister to one of my favourite (to page 2) 
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SIDONIE, looks big value at 8-1. 

THE PLETT DOUBLE (fm p1) 

 

horses, Pilou. 

 

I awaited Sean Tarry's comment to Bonski on  

Tellytrack on Saturday morning, but the champion 

trainer appeared to have some reservations about the 

inside track. We know the result - the daughter of  

Dynasty romped in by nine lengths. 

 

I read in Turftalk that it's now compulsory for Cape 

trainers to give comments on first-timers etc, and I 

think the likes of Justin Snaith, Candice Bass-

Robinson and my old buddy, Vaughan Marshall, will try 

to steer punters in the right direction. 

 

However, a good early Christmas present would be 

some trainer to say "Tell punters to put the house on 

him". OK, some get beat, but - like being a Boris  

Johnson fan which I am - you've given your view and  

backers can listen to you or not. 

 

Wondering where Lammerskraal found the name  

Sidonie, I googled it and it's a girl's name of French, 

Latin origin and is someone who is charming, witty and 

a bit "goofy". 

 

There was nothing "goofy" about the decision of  

Lammerskaal boss, Peter Graaff, not to send Sidonie 

to the sales and it might be worthwhile if he and one 

of the best managers in the country, Sally Bruss, made 

the trip to Turffontein on Saturday. 

 

Paul Peter - a Joe Cocker "Hats Off" to him for currently 

leading the trainers log - runs the 5-2 favourite, Vistu-

la. But, in my book, there's more chance of CNN saying 

something nice about President Donald Trump than 

her giving seven kilos and a beating to Sidonie. 

 

Now as far as the Arc on Sunday is concerned, I'm  

taking on one of the most popular horses in the world, 

Enable. She's the darling of thousands of racing fans 

and rightly so after another great win at York in August. 

 

It's worth listening to the words of top trainer, 

John Gosden. He told reporters "It's shaping up to 

be a proper Arc which is what you want. Enable is 

a slightly silly price (7-10) and that doesn't reflect 

the quality of the opposition." 
 

"Certainly Japan I've mentioned as a danger and I 

thought he was impressive the way he quickened up in 

the Juddmonte International. Then there is Sottsass 

who I thought put in the best performance of the year 

by a three year-old when winning the Prix du Jockey 

Club." 

 

"Then add in Ghaiyyatt who destroyed his field in  

Germany - a horse like him and Waldgeist we should 

not underestimate." 

 

Enable worked on Warren Hill in Newmarket last 

Wednesday and Teddy Grimthorpe, racing manager for 

the filly's owner Khalid Abdullah, said: "It was a good 

solid piece of work and just what everyone wanted to 

see. Frankie (Dettori) was happy with her." 

 

It's Gosden's view on Sottsass which got me thinking 

there's a big chance of the French keeping the prize at 

home. Being a three-year-old, he gets the weight-for-

age allowance and also doesn't have to travel. 

 

Probably a safer way to bet would be to couple Enable 

and Sottsass in the exacta - Frankie will again be giving 

it all he's got to ensure the superstar filly retires on a 

winning note. 

 

Even so - with thoughts of the beach in Plett - I'll be 

getting hold of the best bookie clerk in the country - 

Eric who works for Lance Michael. "A double please 

Eric - Sidonie and Sottsass - should be around 75-1." 

 

As far as the international side for the November  

meeting is concerned, Larry Wainstein has done well to 

get two of the UK's top riders, Andrea Atzeni and Paul 

Hannigan, to make the trip. 

 

Although Frankie Dettori loves SA (particularly Mala 

Mala), he's had another great year and has probably 

earned more than many of the overpaid Premier 

League footballers. Pretty impossible to tie (to page 5) 
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THE PLETT DOUBLE (fm p2) 

 

him down to another trip here without a considerable 

incentive. 

 

Nevertheless, Atzeni is also Italian and hails from the 

Mediterranean island of Sardinia - I've been there and 

it's got great beaches and parma ham! He doesn't 

come from a racing family - his father was a farmer and 

mother a dentist yet he made it to the UK and is now in 

the top flight of jockeys. 

 

Any trainer who draws Paul Hannigan for their runners 

should be happy as the now Malton-based rider 

demonstrates his talent time and again - mainly for his 

retained stable, Richard Fahey. He'll prove a tough  

opponent for the SA side.  - tt. 
ANDREA Atzeni has enjoyed Group 1 wins in seven 

countries. 

JOCKEY Morne Winnaar sporting the silks of Dale  

Kushner and Mayne Thomas. (Chase Liebenberg). 

It’s all about getting the cash! 

THE racing partnership of Dale Kushner and Mayne 

Thomas has a set of silks described as “Gold, black 

collar and sleeves, gold cuffs, quartered cap”, but their 

jockeys appear in the ring with many black US dollar 

images added to the colours. 

 

It’s unique and eye-catching and Thomas, who owns 

last Saturday’s Durbanville runner Hexatonic and two 

unraced runners in training with Glen Kotzen, told Turf 

Talk: “Dale runs his business between South Africa and 

the US and we wanted something with an American 

flavour like Palm Trees. But we decided on the dollar 

sign. We gave it to the Kotzen stable to submit and to 

our surprise the National Horseracing Authority passed 

it.” 

 

The 30-year-old Thomas, whose grandfather John and 

father Tremayne were successful trainers for many 

years, added: “I love horses and it is my dream to be-

come a trainer too, so I like visiting Glen at Woodhill 

Estate. I got Dale involved in the game, took him to see 

Glen and we have three in training. 

 

“Hexatonic has been gelded, he needs a bit further on 

his pedigree. Then we have a grey called Dirty Martini 

by Duke Of Marmalade and a dark colt by Querari 

named Lord Marmite. They look promising, we have 

hopes for both.”  - tt. 

Let the good times Roll! 
 

TAB will reintroduce Rolling Doubles on all South  

African race meetings with effect from this Monday 30 

September. 

 

Rolling Doubles were discontinued last month in  

favour of a single R6 unit Daily Double on SA and many 

international race meetings. The Daily Double has 

shown steady growth since its introduction, but a  

significant number of TAB customers have clamoured 

for the return of Rolling Doubles and TAB is acceding 

to their wishes. 

 

Consequently, Rolling Doubles (races 1 and 2; races 2 

and 3; races 3 and 4 etc) will be in operation again on 

South African race meetings from this Monday. The 

Daily Double will be retained for many international 

race meetings and the new BLITZ Race Meeting, which 

groups seven of the best races daily into one meeting 

offering five bets - Place Accumulator, Pick 6, Jackpot 

Quickmix, Daily Double and Pick 3. 

 

The Daily Double is on races 4 and 5 at BLITZ  

meetings and on the last two races at most interna-

tional meetings. 

 

The unit of betting for both Daily Doubles and Rolling 

Doubles will be R2 effective this Monday 30  

September. 

 

Simultaneously the unit cost of the Pick 3 will be in-

creased to R2. Rolling Pick 3s (races 1 to 3; races 2 to 

4 etc) are offered on all race meetings in this country 

with a daily Pick 3 on many international meetings.—tt. 
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SA Jockey Academy coach Laurence O’Donoghue managed several training sessions on SAJA’s Race Simulator 

for applicants at last week’s Final Selection Camp. 

JOHN Freeman (right) and Raphael Leclerc lead in Belgarion 

(Richard Fourie). 

Belgarion posts good win 

in Settlers Trophy 
FREE striding Herodotus took up the running and hastened the 

pace halfway through Saturday’s Settlers Trophy over 2000m at 

Durbanville. This suited Belgarion, who lobbed along in front  

early, later managed to settle beautifully on the fence, to produce 

a strong winning run in the straight. 

 

Belgarion moved up alongside Herodotus with 300m run and 

while the game grey fought on, Richard Fourie had plenty of 

horse under him. They scored by half a length, easing down. 

 

Fourie commented: “When we got cover the pace was on. We 

were just one off the false rail and I took the quickest way home. 

“Belgarion was on the wrong leg, but when 

he changed legs, he was in control. He’s got 

bigger things to come.” 

 

Trainer Justin Snaith said that he was a bit 

worried coming into a feature with a penalty, 

but equally chuffed with Belgarion rising to 

the task. 

 

“There were some hard knockers in the race, 

but well done to owners Alec and Gillian  

Foster with this win. The handicapper will 

decide where we go with Belgarion next.. If 

he gets a heavy penalty we’ll put him away, 

we’ll wait for the Durban season. One has to 

choose your races very carefully!”  - tt. 

UK meetings washed away 
 

Newton Abbot’s meeting on Monday has be-

come the latest casualty of the deluge of rain 

in Britain and Ireland last weekend. 

 

The Devon course could not cope with 31mm 

of rain overnight into Sunday morning, on top 

of 51mm during the week. 

 

A statement from the course said: “We are 

sorry to announce that our fixture on Mon-

day, September 30 has been cancelled due 

to the track being waterlogged and not safe.” 

Saturday’s meeting at Haydock was lost to 

similar monsoon weather after the track 

abandoned the last four races Friday’s card.

—tt. 
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Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

She made a Swift decision... 

AFTER saying, she “can't wait to come to Melbourne, and I 

can't wait to come to the Melbourne Cup”, global superstar 

Taylor Swift has unexpectedly cancelled her appearance at 

Australia’s greatest horse race, citing commitments on her 

promotional tour in Asia.  There could however be more to this 

than meets the eye. On 12 September, the day it 

was announced that Swift would headline the Cup, the People 

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) Austral-

ia authored a letter to the singer, arguing that “the cruelty to 

horses at the Melbourne Cup renders it an unfit stage for your 

talent and kindness.”  The sneaky lot dealt a cruel blow. Swift 

fans are upset, and the image of racing has suffered again. 

And by the looks of it.. so did he! 

JUST a few months ago prominent Global and Tawny adminis-

trator Johannes “JJ” van der Linden look like he’d swallowed 

Mike de Kock. Just look at JJ in the photo on the left, seeming 

very unhappy with such a massive load in his belly, relaxing on 

a boat just before falling asleep. And on the right, well, look at 

JJ now! When toppies reach the golden years they start  

realising that life is quite precious and big guts and long lives 

don’t quite go together. (Except for Tommy Chalmers!) Well 

done JJ, your Facebook friends describe you as “quite the 

chick magnet again!” Keep it up. And keep the weight down! 
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