
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2019 

LOMITAS: Stallion of stallions with a colourful history. 

The exploits of Lomitas (GER) to be  

captured for big screen 
THE extraordinary life story of Lomitas, one of the best German horses of the modern era and the sire of our own 

champion stallion Silvano (Maine Chance Farms), is set to be turned into a feature film. 

Shooting for Lomitas, which is being produced by  

Stefan Raiser of Dreamtool Entertainment in co-

operation with Gestut Fahrhof president Andreas  

Jacobs, will begin in 2021. 

 

Dreamtool Entertainment is part of the Beta Group, 

which has co-produced internationally famed German 

language films such as Downfall and The Lives of  

Others. 

 

The history of Lomitas certainly merits being brought 

to the big screen; in fact at times it was stranger than 

fiction. 

The son of Niniski, who was owned and bred by the 

Jacobs family’s Fahrhof, had such a strong aversion to 

starting gates that he reared and threw himself on the 

ground before the German 2,000 Guineas of 1991 

and it eventually led to a ban from racing. 

 

Stud owner Walther Jacobs called on legendary US 

'horse whisperer' Monty Roberts who worked closely 

with Lomitas to successfully cure him of his fear, and 

the horse went on to finish second in the German  

Derby and win three Group 1 races in impressive  

fashion at three, when he was crowned Germany's 

horse of the year.                                             (to page 2) 
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ANDREAS Jacobs of Gestut Fahrhof and Maine 

Chance, with film producer Stefan Raiser.  

LOMITAS (fm p1) 

 

More drama was to come when Jacobs was the  

subject of a blackmail campaign, the perpetrator  

threatening to harm Lomitas unless their demands 

were met, and indeed the prized colt was poisoned 

before running down the field at Dusseldorf in the 

summer of 1992. 

 

Lomitas was subsequently whisked out of Germany in 

a covert operation and installed at Susan Piggott's 

yard in Newmarket under an assumed name before he 

was transferred to America, where he was placed in 

Grade 2 events on turf. 

 

Retired to Fahrhof at the end of his racing career, he 

sired several top-class performers, most notably the 

brilliant Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe and King George VI 

and Queen Elizabeth Stakes heroine Danedream. 

 

A 20-minute documentary about Lomitas was pro-

duced by Fahrhof's Daniel Kruger and Florian Figge to 

celebrate Roberts' 80th birthday and visit to Germany 

in 2015. 

 

The short film 'Lomitas – His Story' was shared on so-

cial media and attracted a cult following, being shared 

many times by racing fans. It won the award for best 

international documentary at the Equus Film Festival 

in New York in 2017. 

 

The success of the short film inspired Kruger and 

Figge, with the support of Andreas Jacobs, to produce 

a longer piece which will also look at the rich history of 

the Jacobs family, the dynasty behind one of continen-

tal Europe's biggest-selling coffee brands. 

 

Andreas Jacobs, grandson of Walther, founder of Ja-

cobs coffee and Gestut Fahrhof, said: "My grandfather 

had the passion and patience to create one of the 

the largest corporate empires in Europe from nothing, 

and at the same time to fundamentally reshape the 

sport of horse racing; a farmer's son who was laughed 

at when he wanted to build a stud farm on a sandy field 

near Bremen to breed thoroughbreds. 

 

“The producer's vision of telling this story grabbed me 

immediately.” 

—Martin Stevens/Racing Post. 

GENERAL Franco, back in action. 

General Franco returns after 

good work at home 

GENERAL Franco makes his eagerly-awaited reappear-

ance in the Play Soccer 6 MR 94 Handicap over 1 

400m at Durbanville on Saturday and, somewhat  

understandably, he has opened hot favourite. 

 

This is the colt, a son of the great Frankel, who looked a 

potential superstar when accelerating like a machine to 

romp away with his debut in April only to finish plumb 

last when starting a prohibitive 7-20 for his follow-up a 

month later. He has not raced since. 

 

 “He has been doing very well at home, I have galloped 

him, he is ready and should give his full potential,” said 

Justin Snaith yesterday. “If he wins on Saturday he is 

obviously a horse for the future but he will have to prove 

it here and whether he is mature enough to win against 

a field like this I’m not sure. It is very hard at this level. 

Also he has never seen Durbanville although I have gal-

loped him round the turn at Kenilworth.” 

 

Snaith expressed concerns last month about the 

horse’s high rating of 102 and he did so again  

yesterday, saying: “I couldn’t run him before off that 

rating. He is still quite an immature horse and    (to p5) 
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Optical illusion… there were only six... 
 

READER James Goofman writes: 

 

Nice pic of Ashburton trainers (TT News, 18 Sept) but you must be 

enjoying the Cape wine?? There seem to be 8 trainers (not six as you 

said). Maybe the Durban poison got me? - Jimmy Goofman, Durban. 

 

Dear Jimmy, there are six. If you see eight you are under the influence 

of Durban Poison (which is now legal inside your home, so we accept 

that). This was by no means a poor proofreading error.—Editor. 

GENERAL FRANCO (fm p2) 

 

so I had to wait until he matured to a level at which I 

felt he would be competitive in this type of race.” 

 

The reason for that bitterly disappointing second run 

remains something of a mystery. The only thing that 

showed up was slightly sore shins although some 

racegoers have suggested that, as he was not al-

lowed to bowl along in front in the manner of his sire, 

he became disappointed and switched himself off. 

 

But Snaith has ruled out racing him from the front on 

Saturday and he explained why. “I am trying to train 

him to be a miler-plus. I need him to settle. There are 

others in the race who are fast front-runners and  

General Franco will be dropped out, tucked in.” 

 

Richard Fourie has elected to partner the General 

rather than stable companions Frank Lloyd Wright, 

who was considered a bit unlucky when managing 

only fourth behind Icon King last time, and Green 

Jacket. The last-named is not a certain runner. 

 

Snaith explained: “He was making a slight breathing 

noise this morning and I am going to give him a good 

sprint-up in the morning, see how he goes and then 

make a call.”  - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

KZN aces are being pointed 

at Summer Cup 
 

TWO KZN Champion racehorses, Marchingontogether 

and Roy Had Enough, are Gauteng Summer Cup bound. 

 

The Gavin van Zyl-trained Pathfork gelding March-

ingontogether, who was last season’s KZN Champion 

three-year-old male, made a winning seasonal reappear-

ance on Sunday in a strong Pinnacle Stakes event over 

1400m at Hollywoodbets Scottsville. 

 

Van Zyl said about this SA Derby third-placed galloper, 

“Gelding has done the trick as he is now more relaxed in 

demeanour and has improved tremendously. I think he 

will be competitive in the Summer Cup.” 

 

Van Zyl has plotted a program to put him spot on for the 

big race. 

 

He said, “Our options are either The Michaelmas or a 

Pinnacle Stakes event in KZN or otherwise he will go the 

Charity Mile route and in that case we will keep him in 

Jo’burg until the Summer Cup. But nothing is set in 

stone yet.” 

 

The Frank Robinson-trained Roy Had Enough, who was 

last season’s KZN Champion Stayer, will soon be sent 

up to Johannesburg, where he will be looked after by 

Weiho Marwing. 

 

Robinson said the options for him would likely be the 

Grade 2 Peermont Emperor’s Palace Charity Mile or the 

Grade 3 Victory Moon Stakes over 1800m. 

 

Roy Had Enough is still an entire, so the connections will 

be hoping he can win a big race before taking up stud 

duties. His pedigree was given a boost by Logician’s 

brilliant win of the St. Leger at Doncaster in England on 

Saturday. Logician is out of a Daylami mare as is Roy 

Had Enough’s sire, Pierro.   

 

Robinson is also sending the smart mare Roy’s Riviera 

up to Johannesburg. He said, “She ran three wide the 

whole way in the Gr 2 Gold Bracelet over 2000m and 

was only beaten 1,20 lengths. Piere Strydom got off and 

said with a light weight she would be a nice horse to 

have in the Summer Cup.” - David Thiselton/Gold Circle. 

Durbanville Selections, Saturday 
 

Race 1:  (9) Killindi (13) Stopalltheclocks (1) Bronzed 

(14) The Cambo 

Race 2:  (4) General Franco (3) Frank Lloyd Wright (5) 

Spectra Force (1) Meraki 

Race 3: (3) Point Of Sale (6) Caribbean Sunset (11) 

Noble Rhythm (9) Forgot O’Girls 

Race 4:  (8) Follow The Star (5) Halliberry (6) Mayfern 

(1) Danger Zone 

Race 5: (5) Sir Michael (13) Super Silvano (3) Black-

beard (6) Bag Of Tricks 

Race 6:  (6) Mr Vargus (2) Nasty Harry (1) Clouded 

Hill (8) Scribner 

Race 7:  (5) Faye (1) Vomandla (7) Amy Johnson (3) 

Rocket Girl 

Race 8: (6) Fort Agopian (7) Myhopesanddreams (12) 

Track Record (10) Pomo D’Or 
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Perfect day for Keagan, Nancy 

FORMER KZN-based jockey Keagan Latham got married to 

Nancy at Tickhill, Doncaster, this week and said: “that was 

how the best day of our lives was supposed to be, only it was 

so much more, the absolute perfect wedding, on a perfect day 

to be married to the perfect woman.” The wonders of youth. 

Congrats to the couple Latham! 

Clarkie’s a good fist-pumper 

MANY will remember Martin Clark, former assistant to Mike de 

Kock, Michael Clarke, Johan de Bruyn, Johan van Eck and 

others. Here’s Clarkie, fist-pumping in support of the  

Springbok World Cup squad, and not because he’s going to 

‘bliksem’ someone in a pub like in the good old days! 
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