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RYNO du Plessis of World Sports Betting with Clyde Basel of Phumelela. 

World Sports Betting will support  

International Jockey Challenge 

IT’s not just another race meeting. It’s us against them, our team against the rest of the world, the ultimate test 

– just like a world cup. 

That’s how Ryno du Plessis, Marketing Director at 

World Sports Betting, describes the upcoming World 

Sports Betting International Jockey Challenge support-

ed by Sun International and Air Mauritius. 

 

Although World Sports Betting is heavily involved in the 

South African racing arena, it is the first time the book-

maker will be involved in presenting an International 

Jockey Challenge, scheduled to take place on 16 No-

vember this year at the Turffontein Racecourse. 

 

“The jockey challenge is a unique event and we feel 

that it fits in perfectly with our profile and with what we 

want to achieve,” said Du Plessis. 

“We believe that the International Jockey Challenge will 

create a lot of hype and support among the South Afri-

can public as it pits a national team against the best in 

the world. 

 

“And we all know that South Africans from all walks of 

life are united when it comes to supporting our nation-

al teams.  

 

“There will be a lot more than just a wager at stake on 

this raceday. It’s a matter of national pride.” 

 

According to Du Plessis, the International Jockey  

Challenge is also another building block  

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

READERS’ LETTER 
 

Dear Concerned Racing Fan  

 

No apology for sounding like a stuck record as racing 

continues to hurtle towards the wall with yet another 

round of customer abuse this past weekend. Most  

worried persons aren't even aware of last weekend's 

damage to our public image, so have listed below. 

 

1 RACE 1 FAIRVIEW FRIDAY 

 

A huge late splurge on first-timer 

Princess Kalisi , 14/1 to favourite , saw the filly run 4th 

beaten 1,35 lengths , and in the process reduce the 

quartet to a farce 

 

2 RACE 1 DURBANVILLE SATURDAY 

 

28/1 first-timer ran 3rd, hard luck trifecta and quartet 

punters 

It's your own fault 

 

3 RACE 2 DURBANVILLE 

 

First-timer Regimental well backed to 11/10 fav won by 

half length 

Someone knew something that wasn't in the public do-

main when The Racegoer was published the day before 

 

RACE 1 TURFFONTEIN SAT 

 

1st First-timer Tropic Sun 6/1 

2nd First-timer Secret Dream 30/1 

3rd First-timer Cut Loose 60/1 

 

NO WONDER "LUCKY NUMBERS" IS SUCH A GOOD SELL-

ER 

 

RACE 2 TURFFONTEIN 

 

First-timer Illusion, backed to outright favourite , wins 

with first-timer Shadow Creek 4th 

 

RACE 3 TURFFONTEIN 

 

First-timer Ballet Shoes at 22/1 blows the 'tolerated 

nuisances' (SAF punters) out of everything with a work-

manlike win over 1600m 

 

MUST EVERYTHING HIT THE WALL 

BECAUSE OF MASSIVE SYSTEMIC FAILURE?  (to page 5) 

JOCKEY CHALLENGE (fm p1) 

 

for World Sports Betting to expand their footprint in 

South African horseracing and a way to support the 

industry at a time when it needs all the support it 

can get. 

 

With the International Jockey Challenge being run on 

the same day as the Monaco Million Maiden Sprint, 

sponsored by the Royal Family of Monaco, it is only 

fitting that the jockeys will also be given some royal 

treatment – thanks to Sun International. 

 

“As the lifestyle partner to the jockey challenge, we 

will be providing accommodation for the jockeys at 

the Maslow Hotel in Sandton,” said Rob Dalton, 

Gaming Relationship Manager at Sun International. 

 

“I’m fortunate that I know some of the international 

jockeys and they love coming to South Africa. Our 

country is still an exotic tourist destination because 

we have so many unique attractions. 

 

“Sun City is one, and with the jockey challenge coin-

ciding with the Nedbank Golf Challenge, we will defi-

nitely be taking the jockeys up to the Pilanesberg 

after the racing. 

 

“The Palace is regarded as one of the most luxurious 

adventure destinations on the continent, so we look 

forward to hosting them there for a few days. 

 

“And who knows, hopefully we’ll get an opportunity 

for a round on the Monday or Tuesday after the 

Nedbank Golf Challenge, providing their busy sched-

ules allow it.” 

 

According to Dalton, horseracing in South Africa still 

offers good value for money sponsorships thanks to 

the press coverage and of course Tellytrack, which 

broadcasts on DStv channel 239.  - tt. 

ROB Dalton. 
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CHECK out this dude, he’s got more medals than the late freedom fighter Robert Gabriel Mugabe! “Not a bad 

day at the office!”, wrote Felicia Rowan on Facebook. “Gauteng Showing Champs @ Penbritte Equestrian Centre. 

Tessa-anne De Villiers & Belloosa Golden Arrow placed 1st Novice Show Hack, 1st Novice Show Riding &  

Supreme Champion Novice Riding Horse. 1st Novice Working Riding Horse & Supreme Champion and 3rd Per-

formance Working Hunter. Thanks to all concerned!” Takes some doing, congratulatons! 

Flamingo Park may not close as originally planned 
PHUMELELA Gaming and Leisure is  

delighted to announce that it is in  

negotiation with Gold Circle and other 

interested stakeholders to extend  

racing at Flamingo Park Racecourse 

in Kimberley beyond December this 

year. 

 

Phumelela announced recently that it 

intended to cease holding race  

meetings at Flamingo Park after the 9  

December fix ture there, but  

potentially viable options to continue 

racing at the venue have surfaced 

since then. 

 

Phumelela CEO John Stuart said 

these options were now being  

evaluated in conjunction with Gold 

Circle and other stakeholders, and 

that more details would be released 

soon.  - tt. 

READERS’ LETTER (fm p2) 
 

MANY DECENT PEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE HURT  

 

We are in a fight for survival, and we are all supposed to be the 

guardians of the soul of the sport. 

 

-Charles Faull, Cape Town. 

 

Dear Charles, your points are noted. However, first-timers winning out 

of turn, or out of favour with punters, is not a new phenomenon, it’s  

happened with monotonous regularity over decades, it’s a part of  

racing’s fabric. The history of racing is chock-a-block with stories of  

fortune for some and misfortune for others. So are the incidents of 

horses being ‘lined up’ for a betting coup, big or small, or long-priced 

horses running into the places. Are these the results of current system-

atic failures, or are we missing the point in the greater context of your  

ethical concerns about racing’s future?  We’re all in favour of a fresh 

start and excellent policing of racing, but even in an ideally run industry, 

outsiders and first-timers will continue winning. That’s the game! -  

Editor. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Half the size of Mr Paul, Goofman 

“Mr Paul” Lafferty (left) and James Goofman are promoting a 

new version of their Winning Ways Show, and this will make 

one remember them. Against the green background, one can 

see clear proportions. The estimation is that exactly two  

Warren Kennedy’s will fit into either of them. Right? 

IMBONGI "The Praise Singer”, now 15, has returned home! 

Champion miler of his generation, and multiple Group winner 

in Dubai and the UK. Imbongi went on to make an award win-

ning showjumper under Bill Johnson, and has come home to 

teach our youngsters some manners, and how to become a  

champion racehorse! (Summerhill Stud). 

The return of the ‘Praise Singer’ 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

