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RIC Wylie (left), with Kerry Jack, Gary Player, John Kramer and   

Kevin Oates. 

“The scope and size to 

build a great industry” 

Visiting horseman loves SA 

CTS Yearling inspectors John Kramer, Kerry Jack and Ric Wylie on 

Friday completed a two-week journey through the Western Cape and 

the Karoo, scoring yearlings for the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling 

Sale, scheduled for 16 January, a week after the running of the 

L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate. 

The inspecting trio visited 32 farms in total, sometimes five on a 

day, and dropped by all the big and smaller farms supporting CPYS 

2020. 

 

New Zealander Wylie, well known for his horsemanship and  

bloodstock consultancy services in his home country and around 

the world, described his experience as “manna from heaven” and 

“most definitely an eye-opener”. 

 

Speaking on Sunday, Wylie commented: “I’ve seen racing and 

breeding industries around the world and this was a rare first oppor-

tunity for me to see your industry in South Africa and to meet your 

breeders and racing people. It was glorious indeed.” 

He said that he was impressed by the way the young horses were  

looked after and prepared at every farm 

visited. “The yearlings we scored were 

well grown, athletic and with good bone. I 

was impressed by the organisational  

acumen, you have some wonderful  

establishments here.” 

 

He noted Klawervlei Stud, Maine Chance, 

Ascot and Lammerskraal as particularly 

impressive and said: “John Koster was 

great to talk to, a knowledgeable man 

and I was taken by the first crop of  

William Longsword, they are magnificent. 

 

“Twice Over is one of my old favourites, I 

was working for Juddmonte in the  

Southern Hemisphere when he was in his 

prime and took a big interest in his  

career. To see the support and success 

he has enjoyed in South Africa is  

heart-warming. 

 

He was also impressed by Silvano at 

Maine Chance and said: “I can see why 

he has done so well here. His yearlings 

have a European touch, athletic and well 

boned. He is magnificent.” 

 

At Drakenstein Stud, What A Winter 

caught his eye and he noted: “He is  

physically fantastic and his offspring are 

equally impressive. I also liked Rafeef, at 

Highlands. 

 

Wylie had an opportunity to meet Gary 

Player and said: “What an honour, and 

he showed us three really nice foals, one 

is a late foal that was especially nice and 

Mr Player doesn’t mind sending it to the 

Sale.” 

 

On the aspect of late foals, he said: “In 

Australia and New Zealand we don’t have 

a choice. Many of our foals on the  

January sale are late foals and this is an 

aspect that hasn’t taken on in South  

Africa but I would recommend that the 

breeders start considering sending their 

late foals to the early sales too. 

“Any horsemen worth their salt will be 

able to spot athletic yearlings with scope. 

They may not look as  
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RIC WYLIE (fm p1) 

 

progressive as the earlier foals, but they are horse-

men’s horses and represent value for buyers. Train-

ers and bloodstock agents know what they are doing. 

They should be buying the later foals too. You have a 

culture here that doesn’t support that, but it can 

change and it should.” 

 

He spoke in high regard of his fellow-inspectors. “I 

learnt plenty from John Kramer, he and Kerry were 

extremely helpful and filled in the gaps where I  

needed them to. Our scoring was also on a par, we 

agreed on most of our scores.” 

 

What is he taking away to New Zealand?  

 

“Well, I’d say I have a lot to report. If I have to single 

out one thing it is the size and scope of your industry. 

You know, in New Zealand we have only 4,1-million 

people but we have many more racecourses. You 

have many millions more, which gives you an  

opportunity to grow your industry to great levels. 

 

“You have not been immune to changes and dwin-

dling crowds, but we have the same problems else-

where too and they are not insurmountable. I always 

say, ‘get the girls to go racing and they will bring the 

boys!’ We have established in Australia and  

New Zealand a culture of enjoyment of the sport, a 

love for horses and racing has become a nice day 

out, an entertainment thing. 

 

“I know there are things to do here, you have to get 

your house in order but so do racing jurisdictions 

around the world, we are all in the same boat and it 

can be done!”  - tt. 

CTS inspectors at work. 

On the showjumping front... 

ZARA Ramsden, daughter of Joey and Fiona, keeps  

scaling heights in her young show-jumping career. At the 

weekend she and horse Lollypop won the Under 10 Vic-

tor Ludorum at the Mistico Championship and Fee was 

understandably delighted. On the photo below is the 

Western Cape Showing Championship winner South 

Lawn (Tamburlaine), ridden by JJ Kemp. The prize was 

sponsored by Avontuur Stud, represented by General 

Manager Pippa Mickleburgh (inside right). 

ADVERTISE WITH US: REACH PEOPLE THAT MATTER 
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Who said people over 50 can’t party? 
JOANNE Knowles, wife of racing journeyman Grant Knowles, celebrated her 50th birthday at a Cowboy-themed 

bash in Tableview, Cape Town, on Friday night.  

 

It al started with turns on the mechanical bull, a contest easily won by Karl Neisius, who properly mastered the 

bucking bull and fell off for the show only. What a jockey Karl was, he may as well come out of retirement.  

 

As things go and shooters started flowing (and the excellent one-man band started playing), this developed into a  

celebration of note—thankfully everyone got to listen to Jo’s speech before the shooters worked their magic.. Or 

horror in some cases. One thing’s for sure. If you’ve ever wondered, people over 50 can party with the best of 

them!  (Photos by Friend). 

ROB Champion, Brettt Crawford, Grant Knowles and 

Wayne Marks appear out of focus because they were! 

THE Lady of the Moment set a fine example! 

GRANDPA Karl Neisius dozed off after a testing match 

with the mechanical bull, which he won. So Adrian Todd 

wasn't that boring at all! 

WILL and Michele Rix were like, ‘Ready, Steady Go!’, 

and Emma Neisius had to calm them down. 

FIONA Ramsden took aim at the intoxicated  

photographer. So sad she missed. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Auditioning for ‘Magic Mike’ 

THE ‘Magic Mike’ show, popular with ladies (and some dudes), 

is reportedly hitting South Africa somewhere in November and 

here, we think, is an audition by one Ryan Munger. Not sure 

where the pic was taken and what Ryan got up to, but we hear 

it was his birthday and like any good young man he made the 

best of it. Happy happy Ryan! 

A proper blast from the past! 

WHAT were you doing in May, 1976? Enlarge the page to look 

at this old treasure: The result of the Clairmont Handicap over 

1000m shows Jamaican Music (Karl Neisius) dead-heating 

with ‘Rooies’ Fourie’s mount, High Glow. Jamaican Music, 

trained by Ralph Rixon, went on to win the Durban July over 

2200m just two months later. What a training feat. They did 

things differently back then, though a good horse will always 

be a good horse! 
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