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THE Potala Palace: Winter home of the Dalai Lama’s, and a World Heritage site since 1994. 

Horse’s names open up a new world of information  

WHAT's in a name? that which we call a rose 

 

By any other name would smell as sweet. 

 

Those words are spoken by Juliet when she talks of her love for Romeo in the famous play by 

William Shakespeare, writes JACK MILNER of TAB News. 

When it comes to naming horses some breeders may 

just mix part of the sire’s name with a part of the dam’s 

name. Some name it after a family member or some-

thing that was cute about the horse as a foal. Others 

just leave it up to the purchaser to give their acquisi-

tion a name. 

 

But there are some who give names a lot of thought 

and provide the horse with a cleverly thought-out label. 

 

As a result, there is a lot to glean from a horse’s name. 

By just perusing some race cards, studiers of form 

could penetrate a world of knowledge. It would allow 

them to be the kings of Trivial Pursuit or claim bragging 

rights at the next pub quiz.   

 

So here are a few pearls of wisdom: 

Geographical places are very popular. 

 

Ottawa: the capital city of Canada. It stands on the 

south bank of the Ottawa River in the eastern portion 

of southern Ontario. 

 

Vistula: the longest river in Poland 

 

Puget Sound - a sound along the northwestern coast of 

the US state of Washington, an inlet of the Pacific 

Ocean, and part of the Salish Sea.  

 

It is a complex estuarine system of interconnected 

marine waterways and basins, with one major and two 

minor connections to the open Pacific Ocean via the 

Strait of Juan de Fuca – Admiralty Inlet being the major 

connection, and Deception Pass and  (to page 2) 
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PUGET Sound: Named after part of Salish Sea. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME (fm p1) 

 

Swinomish Channel being the minor. 

 

Samoa: a country in the central South Pacific Ocean, 

among the westernmost of the island countries of Polyne-

sia. Samoa gained its independence from New Zealand in 

1962 after more than a century of foreign influence and 

domination, but it remains a member of the Common-

wealth. 

 

Marmara Sea: is the inland sea, entirely within the bor-

ders of Turkey, that connects the Black Sea to the Aegean 

Sea, thus separating Turkey's Asian and European parts. 

The Bosphorus strait connects it to the Black Sea and the 

Dardanelles Strait to the Aegean Sea. The former also 

separates Istanbul into its Asian and European sides. The 

Sea of Marmara is a small sea with an area of 11,350km. 

Its greatest depth is 1,370 m (4,490 ft). 

 

Circle Of Latitude: on the earth, a circle of latitude is an 

imaginary east-west circle that connects all locations with 

a given latitude. The five major lines of latitude, more 

commonly referred to as the five major circles of latitude, 

mark specific points on a globe or map of Earth. They are 

the Equator, Tropic Of Cancer, Tropic Of Capricorn, Arctic 

Circle and Antarctic Circle. 

 

Potala Palace - a dzong fortress in the city of Lhasa, in 

China's Tibet Autonomous Region. It was the winter palace 

of the Dalai Lamas from 1649 to 1959, has been a muse-

um since then, and is a World Heritage Site since 1994. 

The palace is named after Mount Potalaka. 

 

What about flora and fauna? 

Artemisia: a large, diverse genus of plants with be-

tween 200 and 400 species belonging to the daisy 

family Asteraceae. Common names for various  

species in the genus include mugwort, wormwood, 

and sagebrush. 

 

Literature? 

 

Pilgrim's Progress –is a 1678 Christian allegory 

written by John Bunyan. It is regarded as one of the 

most significant works of religious English litera-

ture, has been translated into more than 200 lan-

guages, and has never been out of print. It has also 

been cited as the first novel written in English. 

 

The arts? 

 

Pavlova Project: This illustrates the life of the leg-

endary Russian Ballerina Anna Pavlova (1881-

1931) through the costumes and fashions that she 

wore. Meticulously reconstructed in one-quarter 

scale by dressmaker Peggy Turchette, these minia-

ture masterpieces are displayed on 16-inch manne-

quins in an exhibit that presents a stunning visual 

biography of her life. The exhibit will take you on a 

journey — from penniless child to dance student in 

St. Petersburg, Russia, and on to international star-

dom — with more than 75 dressed mannequins. 

Each recreated costume tells one small part of Pav-

lova’s story and the people who were part of her 

world — her teachers, dance partners, choreogra-

phers, and famous friends. 

 

Ponchielli: Amilcare Ponchielli, an Italian composer 

best known for his opera, La Gioconda. La Giocon-

da is the Italian name for the Leonardo da Vinci 

painting, the Mona Lisa, which hangs in the Louvre 

in Paris. La Gioconda is the name of Ponchielli’s 

dam so it was a clever move to go with the opera, 

rather than the painting. The most famous piece of 

music from the opera is the Dance Of The Hours 

and for those old enough to remember, was the 

tune used by comedian Alan Sherman in the song 

“Hello Mother, Hello Father”. 

 

Food? 

 

Mazavaroo: a delicious chili paste from Mauritius 

with garlic, ginger and fresh lemon. A small spoon 

of this condiment adds a fiery punch to any meal. 

 

History? 

                                                                   (to page 4) 
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Visionaire’s G1 Santa Margarita Stakes winning half-sister 

Tara’s Tango was responsible for a Medaglia D’Oro colt (Lot 

138) who made $2.15 million on Monday –making the re-

gally bred colt the second top lot sold on Monday, while Vi-

sionaire’s outstanding dam Scarlet Tango had a Curlin colt 

(Lot 68) sell for $800 000. 

 

Both colts were consigned by Denali Stud on behalf of Ston-

estreet, with the Medagalia D’Oro colt knocked down to Go-

dolphin, and the Curlin colt sold to Mike Ryan, as agent. 

 

The son of Medaglia d’Oro, Hip 138 is the first foal from 

Tara’s Tango. “It is always nice to get this kind of start,” De-

nali Vice President Conrad Bandoroff said. “We knew that 

(Hip) 138 was popular with all the right people, but you nev-

er let your expectations get that high. He is an incredible 

physical. Stonestreet raises as good a horse as anybody in 

the business. He is a testament to the evolution of their pro-

gram: a homebred from a Grade 1 winner (also bred and 

raced by Stonestreet). 

 

We are fortunate that we get to represent them. We appreci-

ate the whole Stonestreet team. We give them all the credit; 

they did a fantastic job raising the horse.” 

 

Visionaire’s stakes placed dam Scarlet Tango (by French 

Deputy) is an excellent producer, having produced nine win-

ners, including the graded stakes winners Visionaire (G1 

King’s Bishop Stakes), the aforementioned Tara’s Tango, 

Madison’s Luna (G3 Hutcheson Stakes), and Scarlet Strike 

(G3 Providencia Stakes). 

 

South Africa’s Leading First Crop Sire in 2014-2015 and 

Leading Second Crop Sire the following year, Visionaire en-

joyed success at Hollywoodbets Greyville last Sunday when 

his son Bestday Of Mylife scored over 1400 metres. 

—Cape Breeders. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME (fm p2) 

 

Nimitz: Chester William Nimitz was a fleet admiral of the 

United States Navy.  

 

He played a major role in the naval history of World War II as 

Commander in Chief, US Pacific Fleet and Commander in 

Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas, commanding Allied air, land, and 

sea forces during World War II. Nimitz was the leading US 

Navy authority on submarines. 

 

Many newcomers to racing are lambasted by friends and 

family for wasting their time with the sport, and their time 

can be better used studying for college or university. Next 

time that happens, you can proudly quote Mark Twain.   

 

“Never let formal education get in the way of your learning.” 

- tt. 

Visionaire’s relatives steal show at Keeneland 
LAMMERSKRAAL Stud’s successful resident stallion Visionaire had a pair of relatives make headlines on the first 

day of the 2019 Keeneland September Yearling Sale on Monday. 

LOT 138: $2,15-million 

De Sousa will ride in Hong Kong 
 

TOP Brazilian jockey Silvestre de Sousa  (photo) 

will return to Hong Kong this season, signing a 

deal that will see him based at Sha Tin from mid-

November until the end of January. 

 

De Sousa made an immediate impact during his 

stay in Hong Kong last season, riding 44 winners 

in just 298 starts. 

 

The 38-year-old was one of the top money earn-

ers last season despite only riding for five 

months. 

 

He won the International Jockeys’ Championship 

at Happy Valley in December before going on to 

win the Group One Hong Kong Cup (2,000m) on 

Glorious Forever in the same week during one of 

the most successful short-term stints ever. 

 

De Sousa is currently recovering from a race fall 

that has seen him out of action for several 

weeks. 

 

Despite urgings from the Jockey Club to stay on 

full-time, De Sousa left to fulfil a lucrative riding 

retainer in Europe for King Power Racing.—SCMP. 



5 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


6 

 

MICHAEL De Haast poured beer into a boot, and Mike Robinson had to drink it. 

Quite a novel way to celebrate a hat-trick 

PHILIPPI trainer Mike Robinson has saddled many doubles on a day, but his first hat-trick had avoided him. Until 

Tuesday, that was, when he and Warren Kennedy posted three fine wins at Durbanville. Kennedy rode a fourth 

winner (for Eric Sands), to put his own first full Jackpot of wins to his name. 

Robinson’s winners were Lunar Tunes, Lady Abigail, 

and Secret Depths and included a first winner for  

Michael de Haast and Joao Da Mata’s International 

Racing Club in Lady Abigail. 

 

De Haast, on course, plotted a celebratory plan for the 

man of the day and Robinson told Turf Talk: “We went 

to a watering hole near Durbanville and Mike and his 

friends poured one of my boots full of Heineken. I had 

to do the down-down!  

 

“Luckily it was my own boot, and I had another, dry pair 

to put on to the track this morning!” 

Robinson was complimentary about Warren Kennedy’s 

riding and said: “His agent has been phoning me for 

the odd ride, so when the nominations came out and 

we had a few nice runners I decided to secure Warren, 

we thought we’d have a good day and things worked 

out well.” 

 

The stable had some confidence about Happy Wander-

er in the final race of the day, but he ran below best in 

seventh place, beaten seven lengths, and Robinson 

said: “He’s thick-winded and needs to be gelded, he is 

better than this, actually a nice horse you can keep an 

eye on in future.”   - tt. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Where can we sign up now? 

IT’s a known fact that truly good-looking girls never go for guys 

that are similar and here is more proof—model Danielle Ehlers 

and boyfriend Justin Vermaak pictured on the island resort of 

Sentosa in Singapore yesterday. Vermaak Equine must be  

doing well, Justin must be delivering, but surely it can’t be too 

hard earning the kind of cash that takes you to exotic places 

every so often? Jehan Malherbe has Kruger Rands stashed 

under his mattress, David Allan lives in a country manor in 

expensive London… where do we sign up for a bloodstock  

consultant’s course? 

Hilarious Humpday gets better 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

