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KLAWERVLEI’s Royal Mo, a son of record-breaking Uncle Mo. (Pic: Wayne Marks). 

Exciting times ahead for Klawervlei Stud 
CAPTAIN OF ALL snuck in as the champion freshman sire last season from Vercingetorix. John Koster of 

Klawervlei Stud said it was great for South African breeding that their respective champion fathers, Captain Al 

and Silvano, having already proven themselves to be great broodmare sires, were now showing themselves to be 

sires of sires, writes  DAVID THISELTON of Gold Circle. 

Koster said, “Captain Al is one of the very few sire lines 

of Roberto still left and this line is a great out-cross to 

Northern Dancer and Mr Prospector. Alan Porter, a 

pedigree guru from the USA, told me that in Captain Al 

we have the fastest Roberto sire line at stud in the 

world.” 

 

It is little wonder that three yearlings by the late  

Captain Al were bought by Hong Kong-based interests 

at this year’s National Yearling Sale.   

 

Captain Of All had 14 winners of 16 races compared to 

Vercingetorix’s 13 winners of 21 races. However, the 

championship is decided on non-restricted race stakes 

money. Vercingetorix’s progeny earned R2,526,375, 

but a big portion of this was won by his son African 

Warrior in the restricted KZN Yearling Sale million. Cap-

tain Of All earned R1,875,725 non-restricted race 

stakes, which was R74,350 clear of Vercingetorix’s 

earnings of R1,801,375. 

 

Nevertheless, the success of the Maine Chance Farms

-based Vercingetorix is also important to Klawervlei as 

they bred him and own a quarter of a share in him. 

 

Also exciting for Klawervlei is that Captain Al sire Wil-

liam Longsword’s first yearlings will be sold this year. 

 

Furthermore, there are more Captain Al stallions in 

waiting, including the likes of One World, Undercover 

Agent and the exciting youngster Captain Of Stealth, 

who won his only two starts as a two-year-old by a 

combined margin of 11,50 lengths. 

Captain of All, trained by Dennis Drier, won three 

Grade 1s, the Tsogo Sun Medallion,             (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

CAPTAIN Of All, champion freshman. 

KLAWERVLEI (fm p1) 

 

the Tsogo Sun Sprint and the Mercury Sprint. He was par-

ticularly impressive in the last of these wins, winning by 4,5 

lengths from Captain Al filly Carry On Alice, and this earned 

him a merit rating of 126, which was a joint South African 

record at the time, previously held solely by the legendary 

Jet Master. 

 

Koster said, “Captain Of All is throwing different types of 

horse. He himself was a substantial horse who was a bit 

short in the leg, so he stood close to the ground and was a 

strong, sprinting type. However, a lot of his ancestors were 

English and a lot of the foals he is throwing are very English 

types i.e. tall in the leg. This is why the trainers are waiting 

with them. There are still close to 50 of his first crop yet to 

race.” 

 

He continued, “He has a very good syndicate of owners, so 

he was well supported in his first few seasons without  

having many outside mares but as soon as he was an-

nounced as the freshman champion the outside bookings 

have been pouring in.” 

 

Meanwhile, William Longsword has been stamping his 

progeny in exactly the same way Captain Al did. His first 

crop will go to the yearling sales this season.   

 

Koster said, “William Longsword’s foals have been  

unbelievable. They are good bodied, with plenty of sub-

stance and are like peas in a pod, just like the Captain Als 

were. The Cape Thoroughbred Sales inspection team of Ric 

Wylie, John Kramer and Kerry Jack were blown away by 

William Longsword’s yearlings.” 

William Longsword, like Captain Al himself and 

also One World and Captain Of Stealth, was 

trained by Vaughan Marshall. He was retired as a 

young three-year-old despite still being perfectly 

sound and with a lot of racing still in him.  

 

It made sense because he had won the Cape  

Guineas 16 years after his father, who was  

beginning to become sub-fertile, had won it and 

furthermore his dam is a half-sister to Victory 

Moon, who was a great loss to the industry when 

passing away at the age of just nine. 

 

Koster said the decision to retire him so early had 

now proven to be the “hundred percent” correct 

one. He said, “His last two impressive wins of the 

Cape Guineas and the CTS 1600 sit squarely in 

people’s minds so he is an extremely popular 

horse.” 

 

Koster described Captain Of All and William  

Longsword’s temperaments as “beautiful”,  

although of the “don’t mess with me” mould. 

 

Klawervlei have an exceptional band of stallions at 

present. 

 

This includes Twice Over, sire of the duel Vodacom 

Durban July winner and Equus Horse Of The Year 

Do It again. 

 

Pomodoro has also made an exceptional start to 

his stud career. 

 

The latter is a son of the late seven-times champi-

on sire Jet Master, who, like Captain Al and Sil-

vano, has proven himself a top broodmare sire and 

is now showing himself to be a sire of sires as well. 

 

Klawervlei also stand Coup De Grace and have an 

exciting new stallion called Royal Mo. 

 

Koster said, “Coup De Grace is by Tapit. He is from 

the A. P. Indy sire line, which has done so well in 

South Africa, and will have his first runners this 

year. It is very exciting as he ran the fastest 

1200m in the USA in 2014.”   

 

It is not surprising Klawervlei like this line as A.P. 

Indy’s dam Weekend Surprise was a half-sister to 

Al Mufti, the sire of Captain Al. 

 

Royal Mo won a Grade 3 over 1700m (to page 4)  
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KLAWERVLEI (fm p2) 

 

and was third in the Grade 1 Santa Anita Derby 

before fracturing a sesamoid as an early three-year-

old. 

 

Royal Mo is a son of Coolmore’s new sire sensation 

Uncle Mo, who is breaking records in the United 

States. 

 

One of the world’s leading stallion analysts, Bill Op-

penheim, has compared Uncle Mo’s early statistics 

to those of A.P. Indy, Danzig and Storm Cat.  

 

It certainly is exciting times for Klawervlei Stud and, 

if the export protocol problem is solved, the world 

could well be their oyster. –tt POMODORO, well on the map. 

Travellers through time 
ON the left we have the famous “Time Travelling Hipster” 

photo from 1941 - it shows a man in modern guise in a 

queue with 1941 folk. It is claimed that his clothing and 

sunglasses were of the present day and not of the styles 

worn in the 40s. Debate centres on whether the image gen-

uinely shows a time traveller, has been Photoshopped or is 

simply being mistaken as anachronistic. The "Time Travel-

ing Hipster" became a case study in viral Internet phenome-

na in museums which was presented at the Museums and 

the Web 2011 conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Below, submitted by Tex Lerena, a photo taken at the old 

Benoni racecourse in 1951. Gee whiskers, that is surely 

Piere ‘Striker’ Strydom on the left, most likely having trans-

cended realms of time and space to appear with five other 

mud-splattered riders. This is a quantum physics thing. And 

we always knew Striker was too good to be human. He is 

alien, possibly reptilian!   - tt. 
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Red Ray is a stallion with massive potential 
YOU’ll see a photo of nine-year-old Red Ray just above this article. The son of former champion stallion Western 

Winter stands at the Birch Bros Vogel Vlei Stud in Dordrecht and is a certain value stallion for this breeding  

season at a stud fee of only R7,000. 

“He looks a million dollars and he’s settled in beautiful-

ly at our farm,” Syd Birch told Turf Talk today. Red Ray 

covered 42 mares in his second crop last year and he’s 

getting good support again this season, with mares 

coming in. 

 

“We have two beautiful colts by Red Ray from mares by 

Captain Al born on the farm. They closely resemble 

their sire, who is a beautiful athletic horse!” 

 

Colin Birch added: “Red Ray is a machine of a horse, 

physically a supreme athlete, I admire him daily!” 

 

Red Ray won the Gr1 Mercury Sprint over 1200m and 

the Gr 3 Cape Classic over 1400m. He is a full-brother 

to Gr1 winning filly Nania and to two Gr2 winners in 

Brutal Force and Bishop’s Bounty. 

 

Trainer Joey Ramsden is quoted as saying: "Red Ray is 

a living, running machine of absolute epic note.”  

Ramsden rated him the equivalent to Variety Club, if 

not better, because, in Colin’s words, he made “minced 

meat” of Variety Club and other top horses in the yard 

at training. 

 

While his own sire Western Winter needs no  

introduction, Birch Bros has a strong affinity to Red 

Ray's female line through his great grandam Port Wine 

(by Plum Bold) being the dam of Royal Chalice, and  

grandam Tawny Red. 

 

Red Ray should produce sprinter/milers ideally suited 

to South African racing. He should get them to come 

early as 2yo's and train on. Look out for them at the 

2020 yearling sales. Syd and Colin are expecting 

more cracking foals in the 2nd crop!  

 

He is a sire with massive potential.  - tt. 

Durbanville Selections, Tuesday 
 

NO real confidence in our value bet Blackberry Winter 

in Race 4, but at 15-1 he is the only one among our 

winning selections with a tempting price, the rest too 

short.  

Race 1: (7) Broadside (2) Golden Tractor (3) Fighter (9) 

Naughty Boy 

Race 2:  (9) Rumour Has It (10) Sovereign Secret (1) 

Villita Rye (8) Rosemary Meadow 

Race 3: (7) Flatware (2) La De Da (3) Cross Court (1) 

Nan 

Race 4:  (3) Blackberry Winter (4) White Lace (2) Man-

ingi Indaba (1) Lunar Tunes 

Race 5:  (8) Honey Pie (2) Lady Abigail (3) Villette (4) 

Elusive Fortune 

Race 6:  (5) Secret Depths (2) Intothelimelight (4) 

Sleeping Single (1) Thalita Borealis 

Race 7: (2) Bernie (6) Skidoo (1) Power Grid (7) Bel-

lingham Bay 

Race 8:  (8) Hurricane Harry (2) Happy Wanderer (11) 

Pinkerton (3) Vivant 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Gus and Roy raise funds 

EMMA Berry has started a campaign to support the ‘Pat  

Smullen for Cancer Trials Ireland’ project. They’re using the 

grey Roy Rocket and the stable dog, Gus, in the campaign. 

Individuals who donate to the fund can own Roy Rocket for 

one race day, with owners’ badges and privileges thrown in. 

The question: ‘Guess how many spots on Gus”? Novel idea, 

well done. 

DID you know on this day in 1995 Frankie Dettori rode his 

1,000th British winner when Classic Cliché won the St Leger 

making him the 2nd fastest to the total behind Fred Archer. 

Classic Cliché won 6 out of his 16 races between 1994 to 

1997 and placed 5 times!  

Frankie 

Dettori: 

 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

