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Spreading mares more widely 

to save the gene pool? 
NO comment. That is what it said … or rather did not say, because nobody said anything….beneath the Sporting 

Post’s article of 6th September setting out the USA proposals to limit the number of mares covered by individual 

stallions, thus protecting the gene pool shrinkage. 

The American Jockey Club is the keeper of the US Stud 

Book which brings with it the responsibility to safe-

guard the welfare of the breed. This is why all National 

Stud Book keepers are generally loaded with  

analytical expertise with regard to the gene pool. 

 

In USA, UK and Ireland, the authorities publish detailed 

breakdowns of breeding and sales related data to add 

to the encyclopaedias produced by Weatherbys and 

pedigree companies. Commercial “annuals” do the 

same thing plus journalistic commentary. 

 

The data for the USA has demonstrated that over a 

period of a dozen years, the foal crop has dropped 

from around 38,000 to around 20,000.  

 

Divide those numbers by ten and fiddle around with 

the years, and we’d not be a million miles from our 

South Africa figures. 

 

In 2007 in USA – a year before Lehmann Brothers – 

around 1% of stallions covered in excess of 140 

mares. There were then some 3,850 stallions which 

presents a picture totally different to that in Ireland or 

South Africa. Even though Ireland has a host of Na-

tional Hunt stallions swelling the numbers, most stal-

lions are largely stood by a handful of stallion stations 

and the ones that are “independent” are in  

geographically similar locations. 

 

In South Africa, thoroughbred stallions are  

concentrated in the Western Cape, there being a gene

-drain from KZN which may or may not reverse, and 

very few indeed elsewhere.                          (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
https://bit.ly/2lIDGQc
https://bit.ly/2lIDGQc


2 

 

The 2007 Edition of Sires - and please note the page number was 352 (LEFT); Page 160 of Sires 2019  

(RIGHT). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

The figures for Kentucky only would be more apt – and 

show much higher percentages of high coverers be-

cause that is “where it’s at”. The published USA figures 

include lesser regions such as Florida and New York, 

and many smaller volume states. 

 

In 2010 or thereabouts, the number of American sires 

covering 140+ dropped. No money. Now it has risen 

again while the stallion numbers have halved country-

wide. 

 

Dr Ashley Parker demonstrated to me in Joburg the 

other day the comparison between Page 160 of Sires 

2019 published by Raceform and an edition some 

years ago, starkly showing the difference in stallion 

numbers in South Africa. 

 

In South Africa, the syndrome, sadly, is for plenty of 

very worthy stallions to get very few mares. Wealthy 

racing and breeding operations, as elsewhere, also 

stand stallions which are strongly supported by their 

own mares of which they can be “Full” together with 

other shareholders and some outside services.   

 

Thirty years ago when syndication was more or less 

dying out in Europe, only 5 or 10 services were sold to 

pay the bills. 

Sales companies come under pressure to take the 

progeny of this or that stallion, and create their own 

funnel of diversity by themselves determining what is 

“commercial”, usually based on recent history which 

thus becomes self-perpetuating. 

 

That is not unique to South Africa. Some such  

tendencies in Europe have been berated in the  

industry press for acting against diversity and choice. It 

is unusually marked in South Africa because of the 

smaller pool of stallions, and the smaller number 

amongst them considered to be “commercial”. 

 

Why do this or that trainer’s owners “not want”  

anything except a horse by a handful of sires? Where’s 

the logic that whichever one by “I’M A SUPERSTAR” 

who stands at The Cape Grace will be better than the 

super individual on a cracking mating that the trainer 

adores, or an agent adores, or a knowledgeable owner 

adores, by “I’M QUITE AN ORDINARY FELLOW” standing 

at the Protea but “I HAVE GREAT STATS AND WHEN 

THEY LOOK GOOD THEY ARE VERY GOOD”? 

 

There is no such logic, only statistics which are always 

bolstered by having large numbers of runners and are 

therefore self-perpetuating. Some buyers buck the 

trend, bless ‘em, but don’t have to pay much. 

 

The USA bloodstock industry is riven with    (to page 3) 
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DARK Angel, sire of 6 individual Gr1 winners  

including 4 champion Sprinters. 

NO Nay Never, by Scat Daddy, Gr1 winning sire of TEN  

SOVEREIGNS 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 
problems and is deep in self-analysis. Aside from 

Coolmore and Darley which are truly global, major 

non-Americans have largely bailed out. Gone is the 

constant flow of mares transatlantic to be cov-

ered. Gone is the atmosphere at the wonderful 

Keeneland complex in Lexington, all mixed in with 

American cousins showing us the way years ago 

with consignment techniques and stickers on a 

mare’s backside telling us what she’s carrying. 

 

We would like to see the USA sorted out and back 

to its old trading self, standing stallions that the 

world would want. Let’s hope that this week’s larg-

est yearling sale in the world gets the two huge 

aircraft parked across the road at Bluegrass  

Airport that signal the presence of the two main 

Maktoum princes. 

 

Will the USA Jockey Club’s proposed limitations 

spread to other countries? Good Luck in Ireland 

where DARK ANGEL and KODIAC and some of 

their new sons cover either side of a couple of 

hundred. There, Coolmore, even with some  

massive books, has much influence in one very 

special way. 

 

Sure, they have a tremendous success with NO 

NAY NEVER already selling yearlings this year for 

multiple hundred thousand pounds or euro each 

in early sales and siring fast Group 1 winners, but 

their respect for and concentration on the Classics 

is more than admirable – hence the success of 

SADLER’S WELLS and GALILEO, not wanted in 

Australia, but revered from their Day 1 at stud in 

Ireland. 

 

So in South Africa, will the gene pool wither on the 

vine as the number of stallions actually used 

shrinks (or stays shrunk)? Or would a USA-style 

restriction make sense (setting aside who/what 

would implement it)? Or would limiting “I’M A  

SUPERSTAR” and others to 90 mares simply lead 

to yet fewer foals?  - tt. 

SILVANO (GER) - (GER) means tough and managing his 

book prolongs a great sire's active life. 

Sheikh Mohammed in South Africa 

PROMINENT owner Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Mak-

toum of Dubai (Al Adiyat), and his entourage, are on a 

hunting trip in the Northern Cape, he arrived on Sunday. 

He will be accompanied by Chesty Wolfaardt. They return 

to Dubai on 25 September. 
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More good news for 

Coup De Grace fans 
 

KLAWERVLEI Stud is home to the well performed COUP 

DE GRACE –the only son of outstanding sire Tapit  

currently standing at stud in South Africa. Already cham-

pion sire 3 times in the US, Tapit and his progeny go from 

strength to strength - he enjoyed another big weekend. 

 

The Gainesway Farm based Tapit, whose progeny have 

already amassed in excess of $181 million, was respon-

sible for three impressive stakes winners over the past 

weekend, with his sons MARCONI and ROTATION captur-

ing the Grand Prix American Jockey Club Stakes and G2 

Super Derby respectively, and daughter PRINCESA  

CAROLINA capturing the Fifth Third Dueling Grounds 

Oaks. 

 

Tapit, also broodmare sire of Saturday’s Kentucky Downs 

Juvenile Turf Sprint Stakes winner CAMBRIA and Arling-

ton-Washington Futurity hero FLAP JACK , also enjoyed 

success as a sire of sires this weekend, with his promis-

ing son RACE DAY responsible for Saturday’s Arlington-

Washington Lassie Stakes victress MOM’S RED LIPSTICK. 

 

At the time of writing, Tapit ranks second on the US Gen-

eral Sires List by earnings, but the ever-green son of  

Pulpit has been responsible for more US stakes winners 

in 2019 than all of INTO MISCHIEF, GIANT’S CAUSEWAY, 

QUALITY ROAD, CANDY RIDE, MEDAGLIA D’ORO and SCAT 

DADDY. 

 

COUP DE GRACE, the Leading First Crop Sire by Aggre-

gate at the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale, 

ranked among the fastest horses of his generation, 

with Coup De Generation winning both the G2  

Amsterdam and G3 Bay Shore Stakes and finishing 

third in the G1 King’s Bishop Stakes. 

 

Coup De Grace’s eagerly awaited first crop race this 

season.  - tt. 

COUP de Grace. 

@turftalk1 

http:/www.kuda.co.za
https://twitter.com/turftalk1
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Dubai Sale on 16 September 
 

AS the UAE racing season kickoff approaches with haste 

on October 24, the Racing in Dubai September 2019 

Sale is set for Monday, September 16. The sale will take 

place within the Saddling Enclosure of Meydan  

Racecourse at 6:45 p.m. Viewing of the 60 lots will take 

place September 14 and 15, from 7:30-9:00 a.m. and 

4:00-5:30 p.m. on each day, at Meydan Quarantine 

(NOFA Stables). 

 

Past graduates of the Racing in Dubai Sale include re-

cent Dubai World Cup Carnival winners Raven’s Corner 

and Drafted, as well as Group 1-winning Dubai World Cup 

runner North America. This year, potential and pedigree 

will be up for acquisition, including Corsen, a 100-rated 

Listed-placed 4-year-old gelded son of Cape Cross, Lai-

eth, a 93-rated DWC Carnival-placed 4-year-old gelded 

son of Dubawi, and blueblood Loughmore, a lightly raced 

3-year-old colt by Shamardal out of Irish Oaks winner 

Lailani. 

 

Several lots already have the minimal rating of 90 re-

quired to contest the DWC Carnival, including Listed-

placed Drummore (Dubawi) and three-time winner  

Hishikari (Medaglia d’Oro), who hails from the immediate 

family of Grade 1 winners Frosted and Midshipman. Oth-

er global star stallions with progeny in the sale include 

Kingman, Sea the Stars, Kitten’s Joy, Exceed and Excel, 

Speightstown, Exchange Rate and Nathaniel, the sire of 

Enable. 

 

All horses are to be collected on Tuesday, September 17, 

between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. from Meydan Quar-

antine (NOFA Stables) with appropriate transport. Pro-

spective purchasers can view the full list of 60 lots and 

obtain further information via the Emirates Racing Au-

thority website, www.emiratesracing.com.—ERA. 

‘The tank’ cools down after Listed win 
 

HIS owner Rod Mattheyse calls him ‘The Tank’, and 

here’s Three Two Charlie cooling down after his  

excellent win for Candice Bass-Robinson in Satur-

day’s Listed Sophomore Sprint over 1200m at  

Kenilworth. “I was a gunner in the army and my call 

sign was ‘Three Two Charlie’,” Mattheyse said. This 

colt is a son of What A Winter bred at Anton Shep-

herd’s Beaumont Stud.—tt.  (Pic: Chase Liebenberg). 

http://www.emiratesracing.com
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Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

Their big, glam Greek wedding? 

THIS photo was taken in Thessaloniki, Greece, at the  

weekend—this is where Diane de Kock, Johnny and Yanti 

Geroudis are on holiday (without Mike de Kock). If Johnny was 

a Mormon, and not the good Catholic Boy he is known to be, 

one would have thought this could be a big, glam, Greek  

wedding, but of course it’s not. In fact, Johnny himself almost 

didn’t go as he had to be removed from Mike’s hip in an  

emergency operation before the flight departed! 

… and here, a real wedding actually! 

HE was saved from the jaws of dearth recently, and racing 

friend Kelvin Haarhoff has recovered to such an extent that he 

could marry his long-time love Angie Ourique at the weekend. 

Best wishes to the happy couple! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

