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From journeyman 

to the top echelon 
KENNEDY WILL BE TITLE-CHASING 

WARREN Kennedy and daughter Jamie.  

(Candiese Marnewick) 

WARREN Kennedy decided towards the end of last  

season to chase the South African Jockey’s  

championship this term and he has made a fine start 

in this quest, writes DAVID THISELTON of Gold Circle. 

Kennedy said it was a mixture of improved riding and 

better support which had enabled him to climb the 

ladder. 

 

He added, “Getting rides in bigger races gives you 

more responsibility and if you ride well you get better 

support.” 

 

This snowball effect has elevated many a jockey from 

journeymen into the top echelon and is the reason why 

it is so crucial to seize the opportunities which come 

your way. 

 

Kennedy did just that last season and made the break-

through.   

 

He now has the continued support of Gareth and Gavin 

van Zyl and others in KZN, of the increasingly  

prominent yard of Paul Peter and others in Gauteng, 

and of a number of trainers in Cape Town. 

 

His other advantage is his light weight. His official rid-

ing weight is 51kg. 

 

By the close of play on Tuesday he was in second 

place on the national log on 23 winners at a strike rate 

of 13,21, five winners behind leader Muzi Yeni.    

 

When a jockey’s first name is dropped by the racing 

media and public it is often the sign of making it into 

the big time. 
 

Latterly both reporters and punters have been saying 

“Kennedy is up” as it is now taken for granted that this 

is a bonus. 

 

This is as opposed to such statements in the past as 

“Warren Kennedy, who has been in good form, is 

aboard.” 

He has become an expert in this regard. 

 

The public pay most attention to the finish but the 

horse will often do this for a jockey if positioned well 

throughout the earlier part of the race. 

 

Kennedy’s statistics have also risen dramatically. 

 

One had to go to the second page of the NHRA’s  

national jockeys log to find his name in 28th place in 

the 2014/2015 season with 39 winners at a strike rate 

of 6,2%. 

 

In the 2015/2016 season he rode 67 winners at a 

strike rate of 8,8% for 17th place on the log. 

 

In the 2016/2017 season he rode 84 winners at a 

strike rate of 11,9% for 17th place. 
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WARREN KENNEDY (fm p 1) 

 

Last season he broke through the 100 barrier 

mark, riding 139 winners at a strike rate of 

12,2% and finished 7th on the log. Furthermore, 

he scored his first Grade 1 win, riding the Gavin 

van Zyl-trained Gabor to victory in the Thekwini 

Stakes over 1600m at Greyville on eLan Gold 

Cup day. 

 

 He also had three Grade 2 successes, including 

a classic race triumph on the Mike de Kock-

trained Nafaayes in the Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng 

Fillies Guineas, as well as a Grade 3 win and 

three Non-Black Type feature race victories. He 

also had a momentous day at the Vaal on July 4, 

riding six winners in a meeting which had only 

eight races available to professional jockeys.  

 

Kennedy’s fortunes began swinging upward 

when joining the Gavin van Zyl operation at  

Summerveld a few years ago. 

 

He was the sixth stable jockey used by Gavin but 

is the longest standing. He also automatically 

became stable jockey to Gareth van Zyl when 

the latter branched out on his own a couple of 

years ago. 

 

Gavin said, “When Warren joined us he was  

prepared to work with me in becoming what I 

was looking for in a jockey. We were going to 

start from a point and make it a work in progress 

and iron out certain aspects.  

 

“One of Warren’s strongest points is he doesn’t 

get offended even with criticism or on the  

occasions I have had to jock him off.  

 

“He has never sulked and has been prepared to 

stick it out for the long haul and we have thus 

been able to build together. He has always had 

the talent. He was silverware but just needed 

polishing. It has been rewarding to see him grow 

in confidence as a rider.” 

 

Kennedy’s daughter Jamie was born to wife Bar-

bara on May 30 and this was undoubtedly the 

biggest highlight of a memorable year for the 

couple. 

 

Warren concluded by saying he was thus seizing 

the opportunity to chase the championship now 

before Jamie was walking and talking and  

noticing his absence.  - tt. 

JOHN Freeman. 

Racing’s ship is still in 

dangerous seas 
I am not politicising our eNews but with all of the increasingly 

depressing news one sees all over the world every day; pro-

tests in Hong Kong and Paris, the Amazon on fire, strange 

weather and the fiercest and slowest moving hurricane ever 

recorded hammering the Bahamas, trade-wars between USA 

and China causing economic doom and gloom worldwide,  

another spate of mass shootings in USA, sadness and pro-

tests at home about kidnapping, senseless murders, terrible 

rapes and ‘femicide’, xenophobia, looting and growing civil 

unrest and the continued mismanagement and theft at SOE’s 

(many billions) it all makes the UK’s problem with Boris and 

Brexit look like a picnic, writes JOHN FREEMAN in his  

Newsletter. 

Talking about mismanagement; there is a lot of discussion 

amongst stake holders in racing right now about the  

challenges we currently face. People are talking about the 

industry meeting at Kenilworth next Monday evening. I have 

spent many long hours on the phone with very concerned 

owners and breeders. The news that Kimberley racecourse is 

about to cease operations sparked a new surge of calls. Who 

is next, what’s going on, do we have a future?  

 

I have explained that I have seen worse situations facing  

racing in the past 45 years, even when racing was led by 

Captains Of Industry, lawyers and accountants who  

dedicated many hours of their time FREE OF CHARGE. It’s 

patently clear that the present model isn’t working and that 

the current crisis will have its inexorable consequence. I am 

told that millions have been paid to racing directors in the 

Cape for setting up the mess we find ourselves in and that 

lawyers’ fees continue to mount up. 
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KENILWORTH is one of great racecourses. Let’s get it right 

for punters and visitors, says John Freeman. 

JOHN FREEMAN (fm p2) 

 

We are not talking about the simple lack of consequence 

when environmentally protected trees were cut down at Ken-

ilworth to make way for a marquee, the concerns now raised 

go much deeper. The ship of racing is still in dangerous 

seas. Everyone wants to know who will take over and steady 

this ship. An oft expressed view is that some of those  

presently in charge (and apparently very well-rewarded) 

haven’t got it right. Monday night’s meeting will hopefully 

reveal all.  

   

Many feel that whoever controls the on-course racing experi-

ence need to take more care. I was one of 11 guests who 

lunched in a very empty owners dining room at Kenilworth 

two weeks ago. There were only two other tables occupied. 

Next to us was a mother and son (at a table big enough for 

10) who never ordered a meal or even a coffee throughout 

the day.  

 

The son (at least I presume that he was the son) sat all the 

way across the table from his mum who clearly couldn’t hear 

too well because their non-stop discussion about world  

politics was very loud, even throughout each race commen-

tary. They clearly weren’t there for the food or the races - 

probably just a convenient place to meet with free parking. 

It's very sad but it's a reflection of the lack of a racing show 

being properly staged. That’s a big part of the problem - we 

need to attract BETTING customers.  

 

Whilst directors hide in their newly revamped ‘reserved for 

directors only’ suite, where they have nice big TV screens 

with betting info within meters of their comfortable seating, 

they seem oblivious of what’s going on downstairs. I served 

on various racing boards for many years. In my day it was 

obligatory for ALL directors to ALL attend race meetings and 

we all had to lunch in the dining room, even if just to have 

the same experience we expect others to have. That’s no 

longer the case. Nowadays they attend meetings it is said 

and are very well paid. 

 

I loathe being the one to share bad news. However, because 

I care and because racing is even more cash strapped, I 

have shared complaints about the way racing is presented in 

the Cape many times before. Some progress was 

made with new tote betting displays at Durban-

ville and for one brief meeting at Kenilworth 

some time ago. Celebration we had the TV’s 

properly set-up to show betting for a while. But as 

happens to most things here nowadays, it all 

quickly slipped back. Is racing in the Cape put-

ting on a show worthy of PUNTERS’ support? 

 

The infield info board at Kenilworth is the only 

place one can see any betting odds without walk-

ing all the way across the Owners and Trainers 

room to a tiny little screen above the tote opera-

tor - and that’s only until the horses get to the 

start then it switches to TV. Yet a dozen large 

screens are scattered all over the large empty 

room, all showing the same view of the race-

course - not one of them showing betting odds. I 

don’t know what it’s like in the other facilities at 

Kenilworth but if they can’t get it right in the own-

ers and trainers dining room how can it be better 

elsewhere? 

 

It really is a matter of basic housekeeping: set 

the stage for the race day to encourage  

participation:- betting!!! No wonder that huge 

dining room is always so empty, it's not set up 

properly for a day at the races. Too many people 

in too many organisations being paid lots of  

money.  

 

I am concerned because racing is my life and I 

am tired of hearing people complain and I am 

tired of being the conduit for their complaints.  

 

Racing is very important to a diminishing number 

of people who have invested many millions in the 

industry and it’s just as important to tens of  

thousands of workers who depend on our indus-

try. They all deserve better.  - tt. 

Turffontein Selections, Saturday 
 

Race 1:  (6) Clock Stopper (7) Madame Patrice 

(9) Single Red Rose (8) Mentone 

Race 2:  (2) Gold Griffin (3) Port Key (1) Kurt’s 

Approval (5) Tough Choice 

Race 3:  (1) Dancing Flame (10) Ikagai (11) Or-

chid Express (3) Touch Of Fate 

Race 4:  (11) Tigermill (1) Endangered (2) Pure 

Wisdom (3) Bridge Of Spies 

Race 5: (3) In For A Penny (4) Maroon Bells (1) 

Poppycock (2) Grey Street 

Race 6:  (2) Jacko Boy (6) Always Red (7) Jive 

Express (1) Angelic Appeal 

Race 7: (2) Vistula (1) Schippers (7) Mawsool (6) 

Twelve Oaks 

Race 8:  (4) Baron Rodney (1) Fired Up (2) Tokyo 

Drift (5) Strikeitlikeamatch 

Race 9:  (3) Old Man Tyme (6) State Trooper (7) 

Singfinico (1) American Hustle 



5 

 

http:/www.capethoroughbredsales.com


6 

 

WE are sad to report today the passing of trainer 

Brian Wiid (left), seen here with Trevor Raath.  

Brian (72) was a humble, caring individual who 

lived for his horses and served racing for more 

than five decades. Our deepest sympathies to his 

wife and family. 

Crawford aims at Sophomore Sprint 
 

BRETT Crawford has never won the Sophomore Sprint but 

he would appear to have a big chance of filling this gap in 

his CV at Kenilworth on Saturday as he has the two highest-

rated runners in the 1 200m Listed race. 

 

Stable jockey Corne Orffer sticks with Finding Camelot (a 

son of triple classic winner Camelot) on whom he finished a 

close third in the Langerman while Donovan Dillon gets the 

call for King Of Gems who was a length away fourth in that 1 

500m Grade 3. 

 

As expected, Dean Kannemeyer has decided against run-

ning the Umkhomazi winner African Warrior and Keagan De 

Melo, who rode the gelding to victory in that Grade 2, in-

stead partners the third-highest-rated Constable for Candice 

Bass-Robinson who will also saddle Three Two Charlie.  

 

Justin Snaith, bidding for Sophomore number five, relies on 

Captain Tatters (Richard Fourie) who has not raced since 

beating all except the Hong Kong-bound Armando in the 

Somerset 1200 four months ago.—M Clower/Gold Circle. 
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Visiting a (pregnant) friend... 

CRAIG Zackey rode Nother Russia in all 18 of her runs, and 

they won eight times, including the Gr1 Empress Club Stakes. 

Here’s Craig visiting Nother Russia at Mauritzfontein Stud, 

where she is in foal to Querari. “She’s not due immediately, 

only in a few weeks,” said Mauritzfontein’s Steven Jell. “She 

will be covered next by Danon Platina.” Nother Russia’s family 

is prolific and star-studded. We can’t wait for her foals! 

By 1931, Australian great, Phar Lap, had won virtually every 

major Australian race, many of them twice and it was decided 

to send him to the US.  On Friday 20th November 1931 Phar 

Lap sailed from Sydney Harbour. On the sea journey, Phar Lap 

even made it difficult for trainer Tom Woodcock to leave his 

sight long enough for a meal in the ship's dining saloon. A 

special stable had been built for Phar Lap on the deck -  

complete with a sandpit for him to roll in - but whenever 

Woodcock went below deck, 'Bobby' would create a fuss. 

Woodcock was forced to take his meals in the Boson's cabin 

on deck where Phar Lap could see him through the open 

doorway, and to sleep by his stall. 

By far the greatest before Winx 
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