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MJ Odendaal and “Mr Paul” Lafferty on the occasion of his first winner. MJ’s that is. (Candiese Marnewick). 

MJ gives back to racing with his 

‘spiritual attention’ to horses 
MJ Odendaal scored his first winner as a trainer with Cavalieri on 25 August at Greyville and ironically it was his 

with his third runner because as an apprentice his first winner also came in his third ride, writes  

DAVID THISELTON. 

Odendaal believes this smart Oratorio colt has a lot 

more to come and said, "I ride a lot of work, so I know 

Cavalieri has tremendous acceleration, but he is still a 

little immature to show it on the racecourse. We aren't 

going to rush him." 
 

He continued, "When Mr Preggie Anappa, a friend of 

mine for twenty years, heard I was starting to train he 

contacted me and said if I could keep him and all of 

his racing friends' best interests at heart he will  

certainly get back into the game in a big way with 

some big partners.  

 

“Subsequently Mr Colin Govindasamy gave me a flying 

start with some well-bred youngsters. Cavalieri is one 

of them and I am confident I will make Mr  

Govindasamy proud of his decision to support me."  

 

Earlier, Johnny Peter had sent MJ three horses.  

MJ said, "He should be called Saint Johnny for the 

many people he has helped. We have been friends for 

years and he knows my heart and soul are in racing." 

  

MJ decided on Summerveld due to its warmer climes. 

He suffered some bad falls as a jockey and can feel 

his injuries in cold weather. 

 

Johnny's brother, top Highveld trainer Paul Peter, also 

provided "a massive boost" by asking his valued assis-

tant Braam Malherbe, who had been looking  (to p 2) 
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A moment to treasure forever. MJ Odendaal and connections with Cavalieri (Stuart Randolph).  

MJ ODENDAAL (fm p1) 

 
after the yard's babies, to join MJ's operation.  

 

MJ said, "I feel very honoured. On the stable  

management side Uncle Braam is meticulous and is 

brilliant with legs. You want to try and keep the vet bills 

as low as possible and he is an absolute genius with 

that. " 

 

Another interesting addition to the team is youngster 

Eben Stoltz. MJ met him while he and Andrew Bon 

were doing a promotional exercise for the sport known 

as the Western Games. Eben finished fourth in a re-

cent competition, two places clear of the South African 

champion bull rider. He has ridden the highest ranked 

bull in the country, Braveheart, a couple of times and 

the longest he has managed to stay on for is about 

four seconds. 

  

MJ said, "The Western games fraternity really love their 

horses and Eben is a very good horseman. However, 

the thoroughbred is a completely different breed and 

the Monty Roberts way is also new to him. He is learn-

ing incredibly quickly from Braam about stable man-

agement and from me about working the horses." 

 

MJ has bought 14 horses in total at the Sales, with 

some help from Braam and also from the yard PRO, his 

uncle Tommy Kidd. This has bolstered the numbers to 

about 25. One of the stallions he has  

supported is Wylie Hall, whom he rated as one of the 

best he ever rode. 

He is also grateful to one of Dean Kannemeyer’s loyal 

owners Mr Preggie Somasundram for allowing him to 

buy out a horse called Dons Assembly. 

 

MJ felt goosebumps earlier this year when shown his 

new stables by Summerveld manager Tony Rivalland 

as he had a flashback to the day he was sent to the 

very same yard to meet his first guv'nor, Brian Cherry. 

  

Cherry's first words to him were, "So you're the little 

Dutchman are you? Stick with me and I will make you 

famous." 

 

Cherry was not far wrong as Odendaal was crowned 

South African champion jockey in the 2004-2005  

season and later made one of the most courageous 

comebacks in South African sporting history. 

 

However, he doesn't like to dwell on his falls, injuries 

and the miraculous comeback which saw him add two 

more Grade 1 SA Derbys with Wylie Hall and Seal  

respectively. 

  

He said, "I believe yesterday's history, tomorrow's a 

mystery and today's a gift." 

 

Odendaal had arrived at the South African Jockeys 

Academy in the early 1980s hardly able to speak a 

word of English but on the plus side, hailing from the 

small rural town of Amsterdam in Mpumulanga, he had 

a natural connection with animals.  

 

He also had race riding experience and   (to page 4) 
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MJ ODENDAAL (fm page 2) 
 

recalled booting home five winners in his last 

bush meeting before joining the Academy.  
 

At present MJ is living in the stable office at  

Summerveld and gets up at 4a.m every  

morning to tend to the horses, which includes 

“spiritual attention”. 

 

He explained, "It has been proven horses have 

a very positive energy to humans, they use 

them all over the world for therapy. There is 

definitely a special connection between the two 

and you can sense the amazing peacefulness 

here in the evenings after feeding."  

 

MJ in fact intends to grow his pony tail down to 

his waste in accordance with an American  

Indian legend that this widens the spiritual 

pathway to animals.  

 

He and his wife Taryn will settle in a permanent 

residence as soon as they decide upon a  

suitable school for their son Ty, who is excelling 

in both sport and academics back in  

Amsterdam and has been offered numerous 

scholarships in KZN. 

 

MJ’s ambition is to get the most out of every 

one of his horses in the kindest way possible 

and he wishes to be competitive in Group  

races around the country. 

 

One global race he has become fixated on 

competing in one day is the Arlington Million, 

probably because he used to work ride The 

Apache, who lost it on objection.  

 

MJ learnt the ropes in racing’s heyday, an era 

of great jockeys and trainers, and  

administrators of the like of Benji Jonsson.  

Besides horsemanship he was taught loyalty 

and respect.  

 

He has always been known as an ebullient 

character and himself, Braam and Eben  

together form a colourful team.  

 

This ties in with another of his goals, i.e. “To 

make a positive impact on this magic industry 

we work in.” - tt. 

HARTFORD HOUSE  

COMPETITION WINNERS! 

SEDRICK Coopasamy from Pieternaritzburg is the winner of our 

Hartford House Competition. He has won a midweek night for 

two at the legendary and luxurious Hartford House at  

Summerhill Stud, owned by Mick and Cheryl Goss and  

impeccably managed by Cheryl herself. Sedrick reckons he’s 

not photogenic, so he sent us this photo of his wife Glynis and 

daughter Andrea. Nice family, sir. We want to know, if you and 

Glynis go to Hartford, can we look after Andrea for the day? 

Enjoy the prize, and thanks to all other readers for entering. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Moya Spelling Farm is an 

ideal place for horse rehab 
 

MOYA Spelling and Stud Farm have a few limited  

number of stables opened up again. Moya Stud is  

situated in the East of Pretoria on a 22ha farm sur-

rounded by other tranquil agricultural properties. It’s a 

beautiful haven for horses and offers the highest 

standard of horse care, specialising in veterinary care, 

as owner Claudia Snyckers is herself a qualified  

Veterinary Nurse. 

 
After qualifying at Onderstepoort, Claudia went to the 

UK to work as a nursing locum at the Kearns and Rea 

Veterinary Hospital in London. Then she decided to try 

out Point to Point racing and worked as a rider and 

groom for a period of time. It is here that she learnt to 

love and appreciate thoroughbreds.  

 

Moya Stud has acquired an extracorporeal shockwave 

therapy machine. Shockwave therapy exerts a  

mechanical pressure and tension force on the afflicted 

tissue. This has been shown to create an increase in 

cell membrane permeability, thereby increasing micro-

scopic circulation to the tissues and the metabolism 

within the treated tissues, both of which promote heal-

ing. This treatment is showing great success. 

 

Claudia says: “We are truly the yard to consider when 

wanting to rest or rehab your horses, or simply to let 

your young horse grow up. With large individual  

paddocks or rehab camps, roomy well-ventilated  

stables, our facilities are set up for all needs.” 

 

See www.moyastud.co.za 

ON THE TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

NHA LAUNCHES VIRTIUAL BOARDROOM 

 

DOUG WHYTE OFF THE MARK WITH A BANG 

 

JOCKEY’S INTERNATIONAL, ON 16 NOVEMBER 

 

DANON PLATINA WEIL MAKE DEEP IMPACT 

CLAUDIA Snyckers. 

http://www.moyastud.co.za
http://www.turftalk.co.za/nha-launches-virtual-boardroom/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/whyte-starts-with-a-bang/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/jockeys-international-on-16-november/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/danon-platina-jpn-will-make-a-deep-impact/
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READERS’ LETTERS 
 

Boutique breeders must have a say 
 

To David Allan: 

 

I need to praise you for last Monday’s article. (Designer 

Brands in Bloodstock and What They Could D, TT News, 

26 August). You hit the nail right on the head. 

 

The only way one can beat these top guys is to strengthen 

the team work between the challengers (hate to say  

smaller breeders) and somehow we just cannot get this 

right. 

 

Have to go pretty much on my own to eventually get to the 

top.  Work towards being a boutique breeder!! 

 

Really enjoyed your expression. 

 

-Fred Brons, Thoroughblood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inconsistency is a bug 

 
I’ve been a punter for many years, here in South Africa, 

and on horseracing only. I have on occasion written to 

newspapers but I’ve never seen real action taken. My  

issue is consistency, or in fact no consistency, among  

certain stables and their horses. Let me not mention 

names, but week in and week out we see the same thing, 

horses win by a few lengths, then run poorly the next time. 

One day they are hot, the next day not! Or they flash up to 

win after several shocking runs. We all know racing is un-

predictable, and true punters can take it on the chin, but I 

want to know, how much time is spent by stipes on  

addressing inconsistency? 

 

-Dewald, Rustenburg. 

Winx’s half-sister born 

at Segenhoe Stud 
 

CHAMPION mare Winx has a new half-sister and 

the newborn could become the most expensive filly 

born in Australia this year. 

 

Vegas Showgirl, the dam of Winx, gave birth to a 

filly by Japanese stallion Deep Impact at 11am on 

Tuesday morning. 

 

Deep Impact, one of the worlds most sought after 

stallions, passed away in July this year after suffer-

ing a cervical fracture so if being Winx’s half sister 

isn’t valuable enough his last progeny will be highly 

sought after. 

 

The bay foal was born at Segenhoe Stud in the 

Hunter Valley and is estimated to be worth up to 

$5 million – although owner-breeder John Camilleri 

says he has no plans to sell her. “Vegas Showgirl 

has been ready to foal for some days now and for 

it all to happen on Saturday was amazing,” he 

said. 

 

Four time Cox Plate winner Winx and arguably  

Australia’s best ever racehorse was retired earlier 

this year.  - punters.com.au. 

VEGAS Showgirl with her filly foal. 

http:/www.kuda.co.za
http://www.thoroughblood.co.za/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Roxy on 072 229 7738 

The Birch dynasty lives on! 

EV Birch started the Birch Brothers’ stud operation, Vogel Vlei 

Stud, way back in 1910— there have been four generations of 

Birches since. EV was followed by Syd, then Ernest (“Bob”) and 

wife Desray (on photo), followed by the next Syd, and now his 

son Colin Birch. The stallion on the photo (wall) is six-time 

champion Fairthorn, who produced Sea Cottage, among  

others. Syd and Colin run presently run the farm with a select 

band of mares and resident stallion Red Ray (as you will see 

elsewhere in this edition). The Birch tradition lives on in horses 

that are raised tough on the plains of the Dordrecht farm. -  tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

