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THUMBS-up from Douglas Whyte. Now for a training career! 

‘Durban Demon’ steps out first Hong Kong runners 

ONE of the most anticipated debuts in Hong Kong history will occur at Sha Tin on Sunday (1 September) when 

race-riding legend Douglas Whyte saddles his step-out runner as a licensed trainer, 23 years after he first rode 

in a race at the famous track. writes DAVID  MORGAN. 

The 13-time Hong Kong champion jockey has seven 

horses declared for the season opener, including  

California Fortune in the afternoon’s feature, the Class 

1 HKSAR Chief Executive’s Cup (1200m).  

 

Whyte’s six-year-old, fourth in the race last year for his 

previous handler Tony Cruz, will face six high-class 

rivals: Wishful Thinker, Seasons Bloom, Winner’s Way, 

Regency Legend, Jolly Banner and Styling City.  

 

“It’s been a slightly rushed preparation because he’s 

in a bit of a difficult situation with ratings - we’re  

limited with options,” Whyte said.  

 

“Health-wise he’s fantastic though and I couldn’t fault 

him. Fitness-wise, he had the one trial, he blew up, 

which I expected him to, and I think he’s going to come 

on significantly from that.  

 

“I would have liked to have got another trial into him 

and the race to have been 10 days later but you have 

to run where the races allow you to.”  

Whyte has 47 horses at his Olympic Stables base, 26 

of which are stable transfers. One such is slated to be 

his historic first runner, Le Panache, in the season’s 

first race, the Class 5 Mount Butler Handicap (1600m).  

The South African is delighted with the support he has 

received so far from owners.  

 

“I’m very happy. It has escalated quite quickly; I didn't 

expect it to be that number so soon. I’m not  

complaining!” he said.  

 

“It’s lovely to have the support around me, I’m grateful 

for that, I’ve been here a long time so I do  know a lot 

of people, but having said that, they still have to have 

the faith and trust in you to send the horses to you.”  

 

Whyte has “a couple of PPGs” with “good conformation 

and constitution” which he said he is “excited about 

getting to the trials.”   

He is also looking ahead, with no shortage of anticipa-

tion, to the debut of General’s Delight, a  (to page 2) 
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DURBAN DEMON SUNDAY (fm p1) 

 

two-time winner form three starts in Australia when 

named Millard Reaction.  

 

“General’s Delight brings a pretty strong record with 

him - and a price tag as well - but I’m very grateful to 

the owners in having the confidence in bringing him 

here. He looks a lovely individual, he’s a  

beautiful specimen to look at, he’s a big horse, he’s 

got everything going for him but he’s a long way off. 

He’s not going to be rushed. But I’m eager to see how 

he goes when he steps out to the trials and stretches 

up.”  

 

Knowledge tour 
 

 Whyte hung up his race saddle on 10 February with a 

Hong Kong record of 1,813 wins and more than 

HK$1.5 billion in prize money accrued, as well as nu-

merous big-race victories to look back on. Shortly  

afterwards, he left on a worldwide journey to learn 

from some of the sport’s most successful and  

astute trainers. 

  

“It’s been an interesting trip, a big learning curve for 

me,” he said. “I’ve had a great experience  

travelling, I’m grateful to the trainers that afforded me 

the opportunity to spend time with them and what 

they were able to share with me. I don't think there 

was one that didn’t open up and answer any particu-

lar question that I had and for that I’m very grateful. I 

had a very eventful and knowledgeable time away 

from Hong Kong.”  

 

His travels took him to Dubai, Britain and Australia; to 

the stables of Mike de Kock, Sir Michael Stoute,  

William Haggas, Sir Mark Prescott, Charlie Appleby, 

David Hayes, Chris Waller, and others besides.  

 

One particular highlight was taking in the vast  

expanses and myriad training gallops across  

Newmarket Heath in England.  

 

“I hadn't ridden work there and it was one of the box-

es I wanted to tick before signing off, and I was  

fortunate enough to be able to ride work every morn-

ing while I was in the UK on some of the better quality 

horses for Sir Michael and for William Haggas,” he 

said.  

 

Whyte is continuing to ride track work in Hong Kong 

and views that as a big plus.  

 

“It’s a huge advantage,” he said. “My hands have nev-

er lied to me, they’ve been my go-to point for 23 years in 

Hong Kong - touch, feel - they don't lie.  

 

“I’m very fortunate that I’m still fit enough and eager 

enough to be on the horses. I think the most beneficial 

thing is not riding the better ones but riding the more 

difficult ones, and I’ve never had the satisfaction of the 

last few weeks. I’ve had a few really difficult ones turn 

the corner and become nice rides and that for me is a 

real satisfaction.”  

 

Whyte was ice-cool at his imperious best as a rider and 

any sense of a pressure to win early, he said, is not an 

issue for him going into Sunday. “I’m a sportsman, I’m a 

competitor and competition is what drives me. Of 

course, there’s pressure to succeed but there’s not sig-

nificant pressure that I have to go to the races (this  

Sunday) and win. I want them to run well and I want to 

see how they cope with everything thrown at them the 

first meeting. There’s always pressure to make things 

work, that’s my nature,” he added. “I don't like failure 

and not being successful, I proved that as a jockey. 

There’s excitement and anticipation.”  - HKJC. 

Azzies have some nice ones running 
 

WE couldn't reach Adam Azzie for advice today, but we 

like a few of the Azzie stable’s runners at Turffontein on 

Saturday, including value bet Reach For The Line (7-1), 

who has some classic form to Hawwaam—which may 

make him good enough to win after a good prep  

recently. But only the meeting will show. 

 

Turffontein selections, Saturday 

Race 1: (7) Hello Happiness (11) Razna (12) Two Peaks 

(9) Madame Patrice 

Race 2:  (7) Majestic Thunder (1) Atomic Blonde (3) Oys-

ter King (10) Stone Judgement 

Race 3:  (10) Wild Date (8) Stunning (1) Wijdaan (4) 

Seraphine 

Race 4:  (4) Reach For The Line (2) Manitoba (1) Lone 

Survivor (5) Seventh Of June 

Race 5: (3) Bohica (2) Archilles (4) Responsible (1) Hid-

den Agenda 

Race 6:  (7) Operetta (4) Carioca (11) Spiritofthegroove 

(1) Afrostar 

Race 7: (7) Russian Prince (10 Valbonne (12) Bold Ea-

gle (5) Prince Of Kahal 

Race 8: (1) Second Request (3) Rockin’ Russian (2) 

Scented Evening (4) Westwing Belter 

Race 9:  (9) Ghayloon (11) Quest For Gold (6) Canquari 

(8) Arnica Montana 
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HAROLD Crawford and Michelle Rix. 

Harold and Michelle have 

a nice string this season 

MICHELLE Rix (33) and her father Harold Crawford 

will race together in a registered training partnership 

for the first time from next Wednesday, when they 

will send out a pair of runners at Kenilworth. 

Michelle has been assisting Harold for the last 11 

years (she also spent four years working for Andre 

Heyns) and she told Turf Talk today: “I guess this was 

a natural progression for me in the stable. Training is 

all I’ve ever wanted to do. I have been taking on more 

responsibilities in the last few years and will be  

taking on even more now, but my Dad is still in-

volved, he’s at the stables every day.” 

 

The last few seasons have indeed been an upward 

curve for the Crawford yard, with more winners and 

good consistency, and a highlight came when their 

game gelding Perovskia won the Gr2 Drill Hall Stakes 

from Undercover Agent. 

 

Michelle says: “Perovskia left us after the Drill Hall 

and he’s in Mauritius, but we have Ready Steady Go 

for a few features over a mile this season, and a 

younger horse called Fort Agopian. He’s a runner with 

ability, we’re hoping he can go along the same way 

as Perovskia. He could be a Durban horse for us next 

year.” 

 

There are young horses coming into the stable from 

various sales, with some new owner support from Dr 

Brandon Arrison and Ashwyn Reynolds, and the  

stable’s long-time stalwart Francis Carruthers. 

“We’ll have 40 horses in total, when they’ve all come 

in, mostly two-and-three-year-olds, and of course  

several to race with. We’re looking forward to a good 

season,” Michelle says. 

They’ve syndicated all but one of the youngsters, and 

there are still shares available in a Sandown-bred filly 

by Coup De Grace from the immediate family of Cherry 

On The Top – a mix of speed and stamina for a nice 

chestnut filly. 

 

“We’re an approachable stable. We’re easy to find at 

Milnerton and our door is always open. There is always a 

pot of coffee brewing, that changes to a fridge with wine 

and beer after hours,” she jokes. “We’re a social stable, 

we have fun!” - tt. 

Hill stable has Summer Cup 

in mind for Camphoratus 
 

THE Robbie and Shannon Hill-trained Camphoratus was 

the only horse to win two awards at the KZN Racing 

Awards last week and she is now being prepared for a tilt 

at the Grade 1 Gauteng Summer Cup. 

 

The five-year-old Byword mare was named KZN Champi-

on Older filly/mare and KZN Champion Middle Distance 

horse. 

 

There is not a Champion Miler award at the KZN Racing 

Awards, so the Middle Distance award incorporates dis-

tances from 1600m to 2200m. 

 

Of the four nominees, which also included Head Honcho, 

Eyes Wide Open and Lady In Black, she was the only one 

to win a Grade 1 last season. 

She won the Grade 1 HSH Princess Charlene Empress 

Club Stakes over 1600m at Turffontein Standside, hav-

ing earlier won the Grade 3 Flamboyant over 1600m at 

Hollywoodbets Greyville. 

 

She later finished a fine sixth place in the Vodacom Dur-

ban July and she ended a memorable season for her 

owners L J Muir, S Manicom, G R Sadleir and Mr & Mrs 

Rob Pickering of Middlefield Stud by finishing second in 

the Grade 2 Gold Bracelet over 2000m. The Pickerings 

of Middlefield Stud also bred her. 

 

The Empress Club was the first Grade 1 win for the yard, 

although as a jockey Robbie won many Grade 1s.  

 

The chestnut is capable of a strong finish and proved 

when winning the Empress Club Stakes and earlier  

finishing second in the Listed Jacaranda Handicap, 

where she gave the winner Insignis 4,5kg, that she loves 

the Turffontein Standside track. 

 

Her regular pilot Gareth Wright knows her well now. She 

runs best when left alone in the early stages and  

patience is also required in the straight as this maximiz-

es the effect of her excellent turn of foot. 

 

Her current merit rating, after the across the board ten 

point raise, is 118.    

 

Robbie said she would be given two preparation runs 

before the Summer Cup, one in Durban and one in  

Gauteng.   - David Thiselton/Gold Circle. 
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CHASE, not a man for missionary positions. 

One lovely day at beautiful Avontuur Stud 
EVERY so often racing photographers get a break from regular racing with the opportunity to photograph and 

experience something slightly different, writes CHASE LIEBENBERG. 

On Thursday I was lucky enough to take part in the 

annual Foal Walk at Avontuur Wine Estate. I must say 

this is a very special experience, I mean it's not often 

you are able to have a guided tour through a stud farm, 

or get to meet an imposing stallion, have fine wine and 

sit in a lush green paddock playing with foals?   

 

The morning started with meeting Philip Taberer at the 

ever popular Avontuur Estate restaurant. A group of 25 

to 30 guests joined in the walk.  What I enjoyed the 

most was that this was a group of just general public 

and horse enthusiasts, not racing buffs. It was brilliant 

to see people from all walks of life expressing such an 

interest in thoroughbred breeding.  

 

Philip guided us through a slow pleasant walk through 

the farm while he explained some facts about the farm 

and horse racing. The walk lead up to the stallion barn 

where Pippa Mickleburgh took over the reins. She went 

through everything you can imagine about breeding, 

foaling, gestation, feeding, shoeing to the stallions 

themselves.  

 

We were lucky enough to have a meet and greet with 

Oratorio and what a true gentleman he was. Following 

that we went over to meet and interact with the foals. 

They were all stand-outs to me, one particularly  

naughty individual was the life of the party greeting 

everyone with neighs and coming up for a scratch, go 

figure he's out of Charisma.  

 

Val De Ra has a strapping, strong Silvano colt at foot 

and he seems to have a fine taste for the finer things 

in life, munching on my Adidas sneakers. Another 

youngster that caught my eye was a lovely chestnut 

colt by What A Winter out of Menorah.  

 

Leaving the foals was a struggle to say the very least 

but after dragging ourselves away, we headed up to 

the tasting room to indulge in some of the farm’s 

wines, paired with either nougat or biltong. Let's just 

say I am now a bit of a Merlot fan. After that we sat 

down for divine lunch with the fire and wine going, I got 

to taste the Legal Eagle Cabernet Franc. 

 

This is definitely going to be a wine that you're going to 

savour over your Christmas table. Secondly after  

chatting to Pippa about all the sentimental factors  

behind the wine, it definitely left an impression on me.  

Needless to say I left with a bottle of my own. A big 

thank you to the Avontuur team for their hospitality 

and laughs!  - tt. 
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MIKAELA Claridge. 

Apprentice dies on work track 

JOCKEY Mikaela Claridge has been confirmed as 

the rider who died after a fall at Cranbourne track-

work on Friday morning. 

 

The 22-year-old apprentice suffered fatal injuries 

when dislodged from the horse she was riding on 

the sand trails south of the training centre at ap-

proximately 4:35am. 

 

Victorian Jockeys Association (VJA) chief executive 

Matt Hyland said: "The VJA and our members are 

incredibly saddened by the loss of our colleague 

and friend Mikaela Claridge, and extend our condo-

lences to her family and friends. 

 

"We are all going to miss Mikaela's bright smile and 

positive attitude. After injury initially stalled her 

apprenticeship, she had started to build a really 

promising riding career over the past 12 months 

working with horses which she loved.  

 

Claridge was apprenticed to trainer Ken Keys, and 

rode 29 winners in her career.—punters.com.au 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Racing needs big-name brands! 

WE’re not trying to market products on behalf of whomever 

manufactures these T-shirts, and the first thing one wonders is 

whether ADIDAS gave their permission. The vendor’s site looks 

genuine enough though, they probably did get permission of 

sorts, and wouldn’t it be nice if brands like this would lend 

their immense fame and popularity to our sport. Geez,  

wouldn’t you love walking around in gear like this? Perhaps, 

one day, we’ll see the big sponsors get involved again. Who 

knows. Life, and the advertising market, is cyclical. Sometimes 

all it takes is who you know, not what you know. Let’s hope! 

Here’s a link to product above. 

JOHNNY Depp is another celebrity who has a soft spot for his 

equine co-stars.  After filming Sleepy Hallow with a one-eyed 

horse named Goldeneye, he decided to adopt the animal to 

save him from being put down.  These days, Johnny uses  

horses from his rural home in France to escape from his  

estranged wife, Amber Heard, who likes to mess in their bed 

and throw knives at him. 

Celebrity horse lovers # 387 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
https://teetopbrand.com/flat-racing-public?pr=FREESHIPPING&s=hanes-5250&c=White&p=FRONT

