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LYLE Hewitson and Blake Shinn are the new boys on the block in Hong Kong. (hkjc.com) 

New Hong Kong talent in action this Sunday 

AS if having Zac Purton, Joao Moreira and Karis Teetan among a raft of talented jockeys wasn’t enough, the pool 

of Hong Kong Jockey Club riders has deepened with the additions of Blake Shinn and Lyle Hewitson ahead of the 

2019/20 season opener at Sha Tin on Sunday, 1 September. 

Hewitson is a precocious two-time champion jockey in 

South Africa; Shinn is a former Sydney champion riding 

into town off a hot streak in Australia. Both were  

unveiled at a media gathering on Tuesday, 27 August 

and both stressed that their being there was the fulfill-

ment of a long-held “dream”. 

 

“I had these aspirations to ride in Hong Kong at a 

young age, so when the phone call came there was no 

hesitation in saying yes,” Shinn said, while Hewitson 

echoed that sentiment, affirming that “It’s any jockey’s 

dream, to come here.” 

 

Hewitson, 21, has been turning heads beyond his 

homeland for a couple of years now. One year ago he 

became the first South African apprentice to claim the 

overall national title since Michael Roberts in 1973; his 

second title, achieved this summer, set a new  

record haul of 219 wins. 

“I’m really blessed to be in this position,” he said. “It 

wasn’t necessarily a decision: I was in a position that I 

was doing really well for a great stable at home but 

this opportunity was something I couldn’t turn down.” 

 

Shinn, 31 and a Melbourne Cup-winning rider, is  

looking forward to advancing his profile on the world 

scene. He sees Hong Kong as the ideal stage. 

 

“Competing on that world stage is something I’ve  

always aspired to do,” he said. “I’ve followed the great 

jockeys like Frankie Dettori and Darren Beadman, 

they’re my idols, they’re the blokes that I want to try 

and be like. 

 

“Hong Kong, for me, it’s the Mecca for racing around 

the world. Darren Beadman had great years here for 

John Moore, you have great horses coming here at the 

international meetings; I remember things  (to page 2) 
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HONG KONG TALENT (fm p1) 

 

like Falbrav and Dettori here, those things stick in my 

memory. I just hope one day I get that chance to be 

that jockey winning the big races, so now I’m here I’m 

very excited.” 

 

Shinn and Hewitson are eager to get going on Sunday 

with the former booked for eight rides and the latter 

for five, so far.  

 

“I’m really looking forward to Sunday,” Hewitson said. 

 

 “To have five rides on such a competitive card, I’m 

pretty proud of that. I’m appreciative of every single 

one of the rides and I think they’re competitive in their 

respective fields. If I can hit the board running pretty 

early that would be a great start. I’m really looking for-

ward to it and I’m going to make the most of it. 

 

“It’s a challenge that excites me,” he continued. “Back 

home in South Africa we’ve got world class riders and 

the fact that I could compete at the top level with them 

stands me in good stead coming here.” 

 

Hewitson is getting his first taste of Hong Kong but 

Shinn already has a little experience under his belt. 

The Australian even put in a visit on his own time a 

couple of years ago, riding a bit of track work for the 

John Moore stable. 

 

 “I think I got suspended at that time and it was a 

chance to come here and learn,” he said. “I like Hong 

Kong and when I got the chance to come and ride a bit 

of work here I took it, thinking maybe one day I might 

get here. Now that I’m here, having had that experi-

ence, I suppose it might help.” 

 
Shinn and Hewitson will join a 23-strong line-up that 

also includes the likes of Vincent Ho, Chad Schofield, 

Umberto Rispoli, Neil Callan, Grant van Niekerk, Regan 

Bayliss, Derek Leung, Matthew Chadwick and Alberto 

Sanna. The circuit is famously competitive, with no 

quarter given in the jostle to get aboard the best  

horses.  

 

“I won’t be putting a numerical goal ahead of me,” 

Hewitson said. “The main thing is to gain the trust of 

owners and trainers, build those relationships, and do 

well enough to extend my contract then build a long-

term contract here in Hong Kong.” 

 

Shinn, too, sees those relationships as vital, along with 

a dedication to do his best. And a quick start wouldn't 

do any harm either. 

“I want to try and hit the ground running as best I can, 

work hard, and try to go hard early - win races,” he 

said. “If I can do that I can set myself up for a good six 

months and hopefully get extended.  I want to base 

myself here long-term. I’m determined to do well, de-

termined to ride winners, and be up there as one of the 

leading riders in Hong Kong, so I’m going to try to 

make that happen.” 

 

Andrew Harding, the Club’s Executive Director, Racing, 

welcomed the riders to Hong Kong. 

 

He said: “One of the defining features of our racing 

here is that we have world class riders, so the licensing 

of Blake Shinn and Lyle Hewitson is a natural fit: they 

are among the very best in their respective countries. I 

think the 2019/20 season promises to be a  

fascinating contest to be at the top end of the Hong 

Kong jockeys’ premiership.”  - HKJC. 

READERS’ LETTERS 
 

TIPSTERS WERE GOOD FOR BETTING 
 

I enjoy your newsletters. Had a good laugh at today’s 

edition.  (087-boom, TT News, 27 August). 

 

On a more serious note I, and surely the entire industry, 

lament the fact that we don’t have those old tipping 

lines as a stimulus to betting turnover and the interest 

you guys inspired and kept in racing. I didn’t subscribe 

but I had many racing partners who would come to 

course with a “good tip”. 

 

Racing is increasingly under siege by “pirate  

bookmakers” in the betting field. I attended an  

international conference some years ago where the 

worlds biggest tote operators told us how more than 

50% of bets placed go to “pirates” and do nothing to 

help cover the cost of putting on the show. I can’t site 

current figures, but I am sure the operators have put 

this on record for the likes of the public protector et al.  

 

I am of the view that the smaller punter put a lot of 

store in the sort of “information” you supplied in those 

days and I am sure that those punters weren’t placing 

their small bets with “pirate bookmakers”.  

 

Even registered big bookmakers in those days made no 

contribution to the cost of putting on the show. By that I 

mean salaries, stakes, maintenance etc. That said I am 

sad that we don’t have the charismatic old  (to page 5) 
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bookmakers on course anymore. There had to be a 

better way of bringing them on line than buying 

them out. They were an asset to the fun of the 

game, if only they had paid a levy to help keep the 

game alive instead of having a better tax deal than 

racing did as an enterprise. Racing paid tax and 

GST on turnover, bookmakers paid tax purely on 

profit. And they did as much turnover as racing did.  

 

What needs to be said is that racing is not a  

mindless gamble compared to casinos and slot  

machines. Its trite to say that in our industry;  

handicapping (weight), track conditions (some hors-

es like it dry, wet or as nowadays all weather), the 

draw, jockey ability and his current form, stable 

form, etc etc make expert tipping and wise  

information help the punter make an informed 

choice. In the days of tipping guides, like you guys 

ran, made you only as good as your form.   

 

We need to go back to those days. Contrary to some 

silly comments about racing results being fixed we 

all know that the sophisticated surveillance  

equipment and dope testing in place today helps 

those in control see a jockey change his mind  

before he does.  It’s a long chapter in my book. 

Keep writing. Enjoyed. 

 

-R.J. 

Paulshof, Johanesburg 

GOOD READING 

Many thanks for some good reading. 

 

-Louise Steyn 

Johannesburg 

 

UNCODE PLEASE 

 
Agree, 30 years ago feels  just like yesterday. 

Please uncode  “FFS” in letter intro  I am sure it will 

be a thought-provoking  riposte. 

 

-Dinesh, Address unknown. 

 

-Uncoded in private mail to you Dinesh! 
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How can we forget the legends? 

THIS photo was taken at the Durban July gallops in 1974, and 

submitted to Vintage Racing SA by Ray Curling. It shows his  

father, Roy, the “Godfather”, aboard George Azzie’s star,  

Elevation, who finished unplaced in the race won by Martin 

Schoeman on Riboville. Elevation did go on to win three  

Summer Cups, and is inexorably linked to the history of 

Jo’burg’s greatest horse race. 

Get well soon, Mr Wiid! 

POPULAR Highveld trainer Brian Wiid is in a satisfactory  

condition in the Union Hospital, Alberton, after suffering a 

stroke. “Brian is in good spirits, he will be fine,” reported his 

wife Ronel this morning. Get well soon, Mr Wiid! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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