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Selfridges on Oxford Street - a top brand. 

Designer brands in bloodstock 

and what they could do 
THE National 2 Year Old Sale (15th-16th August) is one that this writer has attended pretty regularly. This time, we 

preyed on poor vendors paying paltry sums for nice yearlings by Vercingetorix and Soft Falling Rain, but we are 

always also a vendor being preyed upon while struggling to sell Allan-breds by stallions that suit the mares (in 

our way of looking at things) but are not really “wanted” by buyers who wish to buy designer brands from smarter 

stores. 

Dare I say that in general these unwanteds get placed 

somehow and on the whole do rather well in the  

middle ground of multiple winners, decent AEPR and 

percentages, with a few flights to greater altitude.  

 

But if one’s figure for getting a yearling or 2 year old to 

the sales is R150,000 excluding stallion fee – and it 

might be less or more – the situation is unsustainable. 

It is no good producing “trainer’s horses” if nobody 

recognises their value. 

Many breeders know this and are thus contributing to 

sharp reductions in the production of thoroughbreds in 

South Africa. 

 

Of course the improvement in figures year on year at 

the 2 Year Old Sale is good to see. This used to be a 

rock solid sale, utterly reliable, with the occasional star 

such as Jackson getting a proper price and doing well. 

But in a nation of whopping inflation, the medians have 

gone more or less nowhere.                           (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

Harvey Nicks. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

In 2017 the drop in median of 38.5% contributed to a 

hell of a sale – and I mean “hell”. Recovery in 2018 

meant that for many vendors the temperature of hell 

was slightly lower but it still burned. This year, we are 

back to a bit below 2016 medians and something like 

16% lower than the average of that year. 

 

What does it all mean? That 2016 median was 

R65,000 (now R60,000) which is no good to anyone 

and half the sale sells below it, sometimes because 

the individual is not so brilliant, often because buyers 

only want a few brands and partly because there are 

few buyers. 

 

Big outfits have already made their money at high-

er level sales. True. But not everybody fits into 

that category of bigger outfit. Horses are being 

bred that are really good but do not get into the 

upper bracket sales. “Wait for the 2 Year Old 

Sales” say sales companies, volume producers 

and volume consigners. All very well for them. 
 

The reality is that bloodstock sales are shopping  

arcades with some big name outlets. People are brand-

driven or brand-loyal and make bee-lines for their  

favourites. In London, well-heeled local residents sniff 

at the tourist mecca of Harrod’s and go to Harvey Nich-

ols. Everyone calls it Harvey Nicks, but they know  

nothing about matings.  

 

Selfridges has a great following even if on increasingly 

horrible Oxford Street while Fortnum & Mason’s food 

hall is magnificent.  

 

SA sale grounds have their Harvey Nicks and the like. 

Buyers are magnetically attracted. Brand conscious 

folk would like to shop at a famous store. Many breed-

er/vendors should follow international trends and sell 

through consignment companies that have, over twen-

ty years, developed their own clientele to which they 

sell on behalf of every Mum and Dad breeder exhaust-

ed by the sale process. But we don’t have that type of 

company. 

I have selected some smart department stores with 

well above average averages and significant numbers 

on offer: Wilgerbosdrift, Mauritzfontein, Varsfontein, 

Maine Chance and Klipdrif, the latter included because 

it is a de facto consignment company, albeit a boarding 

farm as well. 

 

The people involved with these names weigh heavily in 

the constituent parts of South African racing and 

breeding. Invaluably so. Without them, we are stuffed.  

 

But if we take the results of these smart stores out of 

the sales results, we, the hoi polloi, are left with an 

average in the region of R76,000. (I value life therefore 

have neither trawled through nor condemned some 

poor soul to trawl through the entire results to work out 

the median but I’d guess at around R45,000). 

 

This is even less sustainable than the numbers convey.  

 

Incidentally, I am very pleased to be hoi polloi. It is 

Greek for “the many” or - strictly - “the people”. I can 

understand some being offended because “hoi polloi” 

is often used in the same category as “the great un-

washed”, but simply smile and reflect on the fact that 

the snooty sod looking down his or her nose is just 

thick. 

Hoi Polloi Restaurant in Shoreditch London. 

2017 births: 3200 foals registered. 2018: 2500. 

2019: 2000? 2020: 1500?? so they say. 

 

2019 covering means foals of 2020 means yearling 

sales of 2022. 1500 to be born less reductions along 

the way? Yikes! 

 

That ain’t enough. Cover more mares! But the  

anticipation of the supply / demand equation kicking 

in and making averages way higher then than now 

does not necessarily compute. 

  

The dwindling cadre of racehorse owners    (to page 3) 



3 

 

They can do it, 

why don’t we do 

it for South  

Africa? 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

has, below a certain recession-proof group, become 

used to getting horses for two thirds of bugger all or 

on leases. Why – in the absence of a booming  

economy with fat salaries for all – should they be 

keen to cough up lots more? 

 

If “exports” happens, there will surely be a  

psychological boost but the numbers of yearlings 

bought for export may not make such a big dent in 

local supply. (Horses in Training – Yes, creating signif-

icant revenue. And exciting breeding stock opportuni-

ties – Yes. But dozens of yearlings not hundreds). 

 

We are facing so many negatives. The outside blood-

stock world hears more or less nothing about South 

Africa, and when it does it is negative. Nobody speaks 

up for us. If – for example – the enterprising change 

in the Cape Summer Grade 1 dates is a harbinger of 

more good “things to come”…   

 

If we actually value this wonderful industry and sport 

and would like to take it to a greater percentage of the 

South African population as a career or a spectator 

sport or an expensive hobby...  

 

If the currently mysterious group being formed is akin to 

the Horsemen’s Groups in UK and USA… then we must 

get on with it quickly to maximise demand in 2022. 

 

If our present institutions and industry forums will not 

shout us from the rooftops, then others of us must do it 

as a South African Bloodstock Racing and Breeding 

Broadcast Station.  

 

Perhaps those top department stores – if resisted by 

the entrenched existing institutions – could finance us 

in flying the South African bloodstock flag in a truly 

meaningful manner at home and abroad.—tt. 

Teetan third in All-Stars 
 

HONG Kong representative Karis Teetan 

was unable to notch a win on the second 

and final day of the JRA World All-Star 

Jockeys series at Sapporo Racecourse, 

Japan, on Sunday but a creditable second 

in the third leg helped the Mautiian-born 

South African finish joint third behind 

eventual winner Yuga Kawada. 

 

Teetan had scored 31 points in Saturday’s 

two heats to sit joint-second at the half-

way point and finished second in the third 

leg. This left Teetan in second place 

ahead of the final leg, a turf race over 

1800m. However, Teetan’s ride Jo Book 

Kommen could only finish ninth. In total, 

he amassed 53 points in the series to 

finish level with Michel. The victorious Ka-

wada scored 70 points to take the overall 

title, thanks to his win atop Precious Blue 

in the final leg. Christophe Lemaire was 

runner-up with 58 points. 

 

In the team contest, Team JRA took the 

plaudits with an overall tally of 246 points 

to Team World All-Stars 202 points.- 

HKJC.com 
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Louis The King, the stallion, running in his pad-

dock at Sorrento Stud (top left); a Louis The King 

colt out of Hope Downs (top), and a filly bred from 

the mare Picardi Pink (bottom). 

Louis The King has stunning 

third crop on the ground 

LOUIS The King (Black Minnaloushe), the former South 

African Triple Crown winner, has a stunning group of foals 

from his third crop running around Sorrento Stud, Western 

Cape. 

 

Anabel Andrews of Sorrento Stud reported: “We are so 

excited. His young foals on the ground look magnificent. 

They are big and strong.” 

 

Andrews said that six or seven Louis The King two-year-

olds will be going to the CTS Ready To Run Sale in Novem-

ber. “They are beautiful movers with kind temperaments, 

just like their sire. We’ve broken in a dozen of them here 

on the farm already, they are wonderful to work with.” 

 

Buyers at the Ready To Run Sale are likely to have a sec-

ond look and Andrew said: “It’s never easy for anyone to 

establish a new stallion. But buyers have always been 

more open-minded at these type of sales, where they look 

some way beyond the fashionable pedigrees to the individ-

ual. Louis The King has thrown them smart, good looking 

and that they move so well is a big plus for us.” 

Louis The King won six of his seven starts as a three year 

old, from 1400m to 2400m, and the Gr1 Summer Cup at 

four. He won R6,8-million in stakes.  - tt. 
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The unfortunate chink in Alistair’s armour 
THE supposedly infallible Alistair Cohen has revealed the one chink in his armour: He supports the Birmingham 

Football club Aston Villa, 16th in the Premier League and really going nowhere fast. Ok, we’ve always known Ali is 

a Villa boy, but to tweet a pic of yourself standing at Villa Park is unforgivable when the far more prestigious and 

legendary Old Trafford is just a hop and a skip away. Mind you, the way Manchester United are chugging along, it 

won’t be long before we’ll be forced to join the likes of Paul Do Carmo and Justin Vermaak on the other side of 

Birmingham at Liverpool, FC. That will break our hearts, but at the moment we’re walking alone.  -tt. 

KLAWERVLEI Stud's four time G1 winning sire TWICE OVER (Observatory) received further recognition on Friday 

evening, when his magnificent son DO IT AGAIN was honoured as KZN's Horse Of The Season at the KZN Racing 

Awards ceremony. 

How many Times Over have they done it now? 

The Justin Snaith trained star had an exceptional  

season in KZN last season, victorious in both KZN  

outings in 2019-his wins including a repeat score in 

the G1 Vodacom Durban July as well as a win over a 

star studded field in the G1 Rising Sun Gold Challenge. 

  

Do It Again, who claimed four awards, including the 

title of South Africa's Horse Of The Year, at the recent 

Equus Awards, has dominated local awards ceremo-

nies in 2019. 

 

South Africa's Equus Champion 3YO Colt/Gelding in 

2017-2018, the Northfields Stud bred champion also 

picked up the award for both Cape Breeders and Cape 

Racing's Horse Of The Year for 2018-2019. 

 

Do It Again, who races for Nick Jonsson, Bernard Kan-

tor and the estate of the late Jack Mitchell, has  

earnings of in excess of R8.4 million, with his seven 

wins including four G1 triumphs. 

  

He is one of several standout performers to have 

emerged from Twice Over's first crops with others in-

cluding G1 Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion winner SAND 

AND SEA and multiple graded stakes winner  

DOUBLEMINT.  - tt. 

ON THE TURF TALK WEBSITE 
Kzn Racing Awards 

Stradivarius strings ‘em along 

Mauritius is vital to SA owners 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/kzn-racing-awards-for-2019/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/stradivarius-just-strings-em-along/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/mauritius-is-a-vital-market-for-sa-horses/
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SAMPIE Makoakoe 

Sampie M receives an 

award for kindness 
 

SAMPIE Mokoakoe, a kind-hearted South  

African, took part in the recent Mongol Derby, 

the longest and toughest horse race on earth. 

His actions during the race are said to have  

inspired his fellow competitors, spectators, 

crew and all. 

 

A support crew vehicle became trapped in a 

bog (a type of wetland made up of dead plant 

material). Sampie stopped to help the crew 

even though he was on a tight time schedule 

for his race. The team was blown away by his 

kindness. 

 

According to the Endurance Ride Association 

of South Africa (ERASA), Sampie earned a 

17th place position in the race as well as two 

awards. He was given the Sportsmanship 

Award for always helping anyone in need and 

the Herder award, for being a crowd favourite. 

“Everyone was talking about the unbelievable 

spiritual connection he had with his horse” 

and they wanted to know his secret,” said 

one herder from the race. 

 

The Mongol Derby was inspired by the days of 

Genghis Khan when horse messengers would 

ride for thousands of kilometres without stop-

ping. They would change up their horses  

every 40 kilometres and continue until they 

reached their destination. The horses in this 

race are semi-feral which makes it very  

challenging to complete.  - Good Things Guy. 

@turftalk1 

THE National Horse Trust Race Day at Turffontein last Saturday 

was successfully staged. The National Horseracing Authority 

(NHA) successfully bid on an oil painting at the charity auction. 

“Well done to the organisers on a very well run event.,” said  

Arnold Hyde of the NHA (middle). 

Raising for a good cause 

http:/www.kuda.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Lucinda looks good in anything... 

LUCINDA Woodruff takes care of her father Geoff’s string in 

Cape Town and she’s had a good run of success recently. 

She’s one of the up-and-coming female trainers in Cape Town 

and a girlfriend to leading young trainer, Adam Marcus. Here’s 

Lucinda sporting a “Susie” shirt from Candice Bass-Robinson 

and Chase Liebenberg’s Crème Store in Melkbosstrand. 

They’re available in black and deep navy. Chase, lucky fellow 

as he is, got the snapshots. 

Callan celebrates in Cape Town 

CALLAN Murray (back, middle), celebrated his birthday at an 

Asian Tavern in Cape Town last week alongside MJ Byleveld 

and girlfriend Bianca (left), Bernard Fayd’Herbe, Kirra Kotzen 

and Chase Liebenberg, who is all over Roxy Joubert. Happy 

birthday Callan, all okay with this photo, but we have to ask: 

Why, if we were to slip a lazy arm around Roxy, Bernard will 

bliksem us stukkend? Why is Chase allowed to do it? Not fair. 

HEY! ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE: editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

