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PRINCESS Nicole: Not even three years old yet, but making us sit up and notice! (JC Photos). 

Princess Nicole is a talented filly with a future 
WHEN Princess Nicole ran second to Balletto in a Maiden Juvenile Plate at the Vaal on 23 July, there was  

something there. There was ability noticeable. She was beaten three lengths by a filly that looked above average, 

ran on well herself and looked like a runner one would say about: “For the notebook!” 

She proved this in her very next run in a Maiden Plate 

over 1400m at the Vaal next time out, beating older 

fillies, despite being 9kg out with the four-year-olds at 

weight-for-age (means just that although some pundits 

believe the scale doesn’t matter that much in Maiden 

Plates). 

 

And then, at Turffontein on Tuesday, Princess Nicole 

stepped up in class, down in distance to 1160m and 

won an excellent race again, challenging and wearing 

down the highly regarded favourite Magic School, and 

beating her well under apprentice Cole Dicken. 

 

De Beer said: “Princess Nicole hung in when she ran 

up to Magic School and Dennis Schwarz gave his filly a 

smack. It gave her a bit of a scare, she is still green. 

But Cole is a nice little rider, he listens to instructions 

and he rides with his hands and heels, only tapping 

them on the shoulder. That seems to suit my runners.” 

De Beer said that his fellow trainers and some punters 

had inquired why he’d dropped Princess Nicole in  

distance. He said: “I wanted to know how good her 

speed was and now we know she has the pace. The 

Alexander filly looks useful and the third horse, Dive 

Captain was seven lengths back, no slouch herself. 

 

“I haven’t been hard on Princess Nicole at all and that 

is the most encouraging aspect of all. She is quite a 

handful, she dumps her groom at the track now and 

then and she’s done her exercise work on her own, I 

haven’t put pressure on her. There is plenty in the 

tank.” 

 

Princess Nicole is well bred – she’s a Cheveley Stud 

graduate by Soft Falling Rain from a mare by Captain 

Al, the emerging broodmare sire sensation – and 

would fetch five figures at any sale had she been sent 

to one.                                                             (to page 2) 
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PRINCESS NICOLE (fm p 1) 

 

De Beer tells: “I sold my mare Lady Starlett to Vaughan 

Koster from Cheveley. She’s a full-sister to Talktoth-

estars. I phoned Vaughan and asked if there was  

something on his farm I could buy from him. There hap-

pened to be three fillies, all unsold, so Vaughan took a 

proportion off our agreed price for Lady Starlett and sent 

me all three, they arrived at my stables a few days after 

we’d spoken. 

 

“The problem with Princess Nicole was that she had a 

sway back, which as we know is something buyers don’t 

like at sales. Many of them can run, but buyers don’t like 

the look and here I ended up with one.  

 

“Some grow a little out of their sway backs, but this filly 

grew almost entirely out of it, in time. She’s beautiful 

now, still some growing to do but untrained eyes won’t 

notice she was a sway!” 

 

He said about Princess Nicole’s future: “You know, 

she is still young. She only actually turns three on 7 

September. I don’t want to put unnecessary pressure 

on her. There are a few summer features coming up 

in September, but I want to let her mature a bit more 

before we start thinking of features. She’s good 

though, we have a future with her.” 

 

De Beer races Princess Nicole in partnership with 

David Green, a friend he met at a motorcycle club. 

“David took a share in all three the Cheveley fillies 

and I’m pleased we’ve had such a bright start.  

 

“The other two fillies are nice too. One is by Captain 

Al, the other by Vercingetorix from Ivor’s Girl, whose 

half-brother by Wylie Hall fetched R100,000 at last 

week’s sale.”  - tt. 

Bela-Bela’s first offspring born at Varsfontein 

BELA-Bela was hugely popular when she was a race mare - that she was grey and pretty helped to start with, but 

of course she was a marvellous Graded performer too, winning among others the Gr1 Cape Fillies Guineas, the  

Gr1 Paddock Stakes and the Gr1 Garden Province Stakes. Here she is with her recently born first foal at 

Varsfontein Stud -  an alert looking colt by the farm’s resident super sire, Gimmethegreenlight. 
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READER’S LETTER 

Give us something to chow 
 

TURF Talk is really trying hard to motivate the racing  

public and your articles will be taken in by interested par-

ties.  One thing no one mentions is that the ordinary 

punter, who likes to watch the horses in the parade ring, 

jockeys mount and then steps up a few stairs on the 

grandstand and watches the race, but has nothing to 

eat. This type of racing person does not have time to run 

upstairs and sit down to a meal. The public needs GOOD 

fast foods on the ground floor where you should be able 

to buy a nice toasted sandwich, burger etc. and enjoy the 

horses and punting… what you came for!! The race  

courses in Gauteng do not offer that facility.  Not sure 

about the others! Keep up the good work and, to organis-

ers, hope the Summer Handicap is a great success.  

 

-Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg. 

Vaal Selections, Thursday 

Race 1: (3) Ritchie (5) Farewell Bid (1) Laconia (2) 

Shezahotti 

Race 2: (1) Seneca Falls (5) Empress Rock (2) Serendipi-

ty (6) Ration My Passion 

Race 3: (4) Brigtnumberten (3) Artemisa (1) Golden Lion 

(6) Pidgeon Rock 

Race 4: (4) Waltzing  Al (5) Stop For Nothing (6) Earth 

Shaker (10) The Riddler 

Race 5: (1) Readysetglo (4) Anagram (10) Smiley River 

(9) Mellow Music 

Race 6: (8) Grindelwald (6) Prince Of Promise (9) Pelican 

Bay (2) Spanish Tune 

Race 7:  (2) Tombola (1) Destiny’s Game (4) Ideal Cut (3) 

Angelic Appeal 

Race 8: (2) Hartleyfive (3) Before The Dawn (5) Queen Of 

War (4) Ottawa 

Race 9: (10) Mr Hugo (7) Anatolio (8) Touchg Of Fate (1) 

Pure Wisdom 

NSW Stipes’ merry go-round 
 

RACING NSW integrity ranks are in turmoil after the 

resignations of deputy chief steward Philip Dingwall 

and chief investigator Nathan Hayward. 

 

The two senior members of the integrity department 

joined Danny Greer in walking out the door leaving 

Marc Van Gestel’s panel undermanned heading into 

the spring carnival, where Racing NSW has splashed 

more than $40 million on feature races. 

 

“We have a good young team of stewards, who will 

have to step up into the roles,” Van Gestel said. “We 

are fortunate to a very experienced steward in Wade 

Birch, who joined us in June. 

 

The sudden departures came after a week of  

rumour and innuendo. Van Gestel had twice told 

the Herald that his deputy had not been stood down 

when approached. 

 

There is sure to be continued speculation about the 

reasons for the departures but Van Gestel said 

there will be no ongoing issues with either of his 

former stewards. 

 

Dingwell takes more than 30 years experience from 

the stewards panel, which will be impossible to re-

place. The search for replacement will start immedi-

ately. Hayward's role as chief investigator included 

stable inspections and raids, which are key to the 

integrity of the sport. It will be crucial for his role to 

be filled before The Everest carnival. 

 

There might be a ready-made short term replace-

ment after former Sydney deputy steward Greg  

Rudolph announced he would be quitting his role as 

Hawkesbury chief executive at the end of the month. 

 

The rich Sydney spring starts with the running of the 

Winx Stakes at Randwick on Saturday.— SMH. 
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Cool Kirsten does it her way 

WE continue tributes to women in racing with today’s good 

wishes to young Kirsten de Kock, daughter of Mike and Di and 

sister to Mathew. Kirsten, who celebrated an early 20s birth-

day last week, has always done what she wanted to do, and 

she’s done things her way, the artist of the famous family. She 

founded and runs Kirsten’s Studio For Free Movement in 

Cape Town, and loves it, but she hasn’t forgotten her horsey 

roots either. From poet Esther Krenzin, for you, Kirsten: 

A little girl danced to a song 

her world small and nothing wrong 

And in that instant she knew that she 

a dancer she would always be  

Restoring some sanity... 
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