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CHRIS Van Niekerk: “Don’t you be negative now!!” (Candiese Marnewick). 

Crossing a river full of crocodiles 
COMMON SENSE DICTATES WE DO IT TOGETHER! 

CHRIS Van Niekerk, in his acceptance speech for winning the Champion Owner Of The Year at the 2019 Equus 

Banquet on Tuesday, called for a positive spirit among all players in the industry in turbulent times for racing. 

Van Niekerk, whose runners won 72 races earning 

R15,3-million in 2018/19, called for unity in SA racing 

now, more than ever, and used the analogy of a group 

of people crossing a crocodile-infested river vs one 

person crossing alone – the group will make it, the  

single adventurer won’t! 

 

“Things are never as bad as they seem,” said Van 

Niekerk. “We all have to stay positive in this time and 

work together. There should be no negativity. We 

should never be negative.” 

Van Niekerk concluded by asking for “common sense” 

to prevail, suggesting that doses of this would lie at 

the heart of problem-solving. “The problem with  

common sense, however, is that it is not common!” 

 

Never truer words spoken. 

 

With Van Niekerk’s “unity” speech barely over, he re-

ceived a standing ovation, but sadly only from his own 

table of 10-odd guests and a few brave individuals 

scattered across the Emperors Banquet Hall.   (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
https://rivertonstud.co.za/
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A RIVER OF CROCODILES (fm p1) 
 
People were looking at each other, deciding whether 

or not to lift their arses a few inches off their seats 

and give the man a deserved ovation for his achieve-

ments and for his calm voice in this raging storm. 

 

Perhaps most were too pissed to stand up.  They  

decided against it. Clear camps remain evident in rac-

ing. We always have to take sides against each other. 

This ego-driven bunch would not put their rivalry and 

their stupid territorialism aside to speak (and  

applaud) as one. “I’m in this camp, you are in that 

one!” (In the beautiful language of The Oppressor: “Jy 

in jou klein hoekie, en ek in myn!”).  

 

Quietly as usual, racing’s latest malicious rumours 

were being discussed at each of the tables, theories 

for success and personal preferences were branded 

about. “X is a ****, Y is an even bigger ***”.  A 

should be fired, B is the biggest problem and racing 

but has too many friends high up!” Blah de Blah, boys 

and girls, we’re going to talk each other into straight 

into the shithouse if we don’t stop and join hands 

now! Chris VN is right, and we all know it.  

 

On to the rest of the function. The evening’s roving 

Diva was large, as divas are supposed to be, we reck-

on. The tables were wide apart and she did her thing 

between courses. The band was really good, and the 

food too, but not as good as it was last year. Dessert 

was served too late, there were guests who had  

already left. We loved 2018’s risqué pole-dancing 

extravaganza, but of course a few self-serving moral 

guardians had to have their say about that, and the 

RA had no choice but to calm things down this year. 

Nothing wrong with a bit of lively Big-Band Glen Miller, 

but those pole babes did raise the energy in the room, 

and we needed a raise this year.  

 

Some of the speeches may have been to long, on a 

traditionally long evening. The RA should consider a 

bit of music to start playing over boring diatribe, when 

things drag on, like at the Oscars. Winners should say 

their say, and get the heck off the stage. 

 

Do It Again cleaned up, awards-wise, though some 

comments were made about his receiving the award 

for Champion Middle Distance Horse. One observer 

commented: “It’s an absolute disgrace that Do It 

Again won champion middle-distance horse (1800 - 

2200m). He won one Gr1 race, being the Durban July 

which is a handicap/conditions race. Rainbow Bridge 

won two Gr1 races being the Met and a WFA contest 

where he beat Do It Again and the Champions Cup, in 

which he beat a top field. It is a disgrace that a top 

horse like Rainbow Bridge couldn’t get an award at this 

ceremony.” 

 

 

To our minds, Do It Again was this season’s “People’s 

Horse”. The son of Twice Over is a true champion, a 

star loved by all and a horse that brought feet to the 

track.  But That Rainbow Bridge should’ve gotten the 

Middle-Distance award makes common sense, the type 

that Van Niekerk was calling for in his address. 

 

We should all make an effort to reconcile, to set differ-

ences aside, and we should also try to eliminate mis-

takes as a general rule of thumb. This won’t be too 

hard if we actually try. Check, double check, and make 

things work. Lead by example. Employ the right people. 

Fire the ones that shouldn’t have been there to start. 

 

But let’s do all this without too much cursing of each 

other, each other’s mothers, and the respective herit-

ages we hail from. Togetherness now. It’s cuddly-cuddly 

time. Or this party will be over sooner than we think!  - 

tt. 

“The problem with  

common sense is that 

it’s not common!” 

JUSTIN Snaith with James Armitage of Sandown Stud 

(right), breeders of 2019 Equus Champion Stayer  

Magnificent Seven.  
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


5 

 

http://www.mauritzfontein.com/
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The Lady In Pink? 
 
AT Equus on Tuesday night, they were all 

asking, “Who’s the tall attractive one?” 

which didn’t pertain to either Charles  

Savage (left) or Nic Jonsson, though 

Charles seems to have shed a few pounds 

recently. Worries, Charlie, or fitness  

regime?  

 

Anyway, “pink dress” or “red dress” for 

those half-blind bats who were ogling her 

from a distance, was added to the  

description and it could only have been 

Andrea Shroder, who stands perhaps six 

feet tall in her beauty and splendour and 

made the evening just oh so delightful. 

Andrea works as a manager for Snaith  

Racing and Justin Snaith describes her as 

“just a star”, someone who “does  

everything from office admin to African 

Horse Sickness.”  

 

Guys, don’t even go there. Andrea is said 

to take no nonsense from anyone. Well, as 

long as she lights up the room like she did 

at Equus, she can do whatever the hell she 

wants! Andrea is part of a team that contin-

ues to go from strength to strength.  The 

members of Snaith Racing were called to 

the stage no fewer than seven times to 

receive the majority of the awards on the 

night including Horse Of The Year (Do It 

Again), Champion Older Filly (Oh Susanna) 

and Champion Sprinter (Kasimir). Snaith 

saddled 159 winners (14.4%), his runners 

earned over R24-million for owners.—tt. 

Riverton’s offer: Regally-bred colt 
DUNCAN Barry’s Riverton Stud has long been regarded as one of 

the most consistent producers of high-class racehorses in South 

Africa. 

Riverton’s recent graduates include such high-class performers as 

Cirillo, Cousin Liz,  and dual graded stakes winner Gimme One 

Night, with the farm’s previous star graduates including champion 

sprinter, and exciting young sire, Captain Of All, and G1 Cape Guin-

eas winner Domino Man. 

 

Riverton will be offering a single lot at the 2019 Emperors Palace 

National 2YO Sale, but this colt looks a truly exciting prospect. 

 

As yet unnamed, the colt (Lot 173) in question is from the first crop 

of lightning fast multiple graded stakes winner Coup De Grace –the 

only son of multiple champion US sire Tapit at stud in South Africa. 

 

This colt, a half-brother to 3 winners from as many runners, is out 

of a winning daughter of champion and top-class sire Holy Roman 

Emperor. The latter is also a highly successful broodmare sire, with 

Holy Roman Emperor mares having already produced such G1 win-

winners as Newspaperofrecord, Johannes 

Vermeer and Verbal Dexterity. 

 

This Coup De Grace colt is out of a half-

sister to high-class stakes winner, and G1 

Beverly D Stakes runner up, Gifted Girl, 

and to the G3 placed dam of champion 

sprinter Millowitsch. 

 

This regally bred colt’s granddam is a Sel-

kirk half-sister to G1 Irish Oaks winner 

Margarula (dam of Australian G1  winner 

Grand Marshal), and further back this is 

the female line of hugely influential US 

champion sire Elusive Quality.  —tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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From the breeders 

of Monk’s Hood… 
 

Choice foals for August 
2019 

 CONTACT: ARNE BOTHA:  083. 327. 8197 

Lot 387 Global Tree by Global View Lot 266 American Rocket by Act Of War 

Lot 250 Moon Game by Pathfork Lot 4 Luke Moonwalker by Jackson 

Lot 45 Iron Tale by Pathfork Lot 178 Cape Fouldwind by Capetown Noir 
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IT was good to see the Ferraris family in full force at the Equus 

Awards on Tuesday—here’s David and Pam Ferraris, all the 

way from their Hong Kong base, in support of their son Luke, 

who won the award for Champion Apprentice. David  

affectionately referred to Luke as “Our Little Boy” on Face-

book, but as noted here recently, this young guy has a  

maturity beyond his years, the kind champions are made of, 

and a good pair of hands. There will be more than a few side 

bets on Luke to win the National Title this season. Wishing 

David and Pam a safe trip back, it’s not easy to fly into Hong 

Kong these days! 

 ‘Our Little Boy’ has strong hands 

IT’s so silly really, and surely none of it can be true, but legend 

holds that the Knights Templar, their offspring and theirs, still 

control the world today like they did way back when. To order 

your special edition Knights Templar shirts and sweaters, go to 

Templaran.com. Each purchase comes with Masonic third-tier 

membership and a chalice of fresh blood. Real fine. 

They’re among us, shape-shifting! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.templaran.com


10 

 


