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SEAN Tarry and Chris Van Niekerk… in exalted company. 

South Africa can be proud of  

Van Niekerk-Tarry partnership 
WHEN it comes to successful partnerships, the best-known are Bill Gates and Paul Allen (Microsoft) and Steve 

Jobs and Steve Wozniak (Apple). To that exalted company, South Africa can proudly add a duo who have just 

celebrated 20 years together - owner Chris Van Niekerk and trainer Sean Tarry, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

At the annual Equus banquet at Emperors Palace  

Casino Resort in Kempton Park tonight, both should 

receive standing ovations as they receive their  

trophies for Leading Owner and Champion Trainer for 

the 2018/19 season. 

 

Van Niekerk's stake earnings for the season were R15 

322 763 with Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid al Maktoum 

in second place with a total of R12 355 538. 

 

Tarry comfortably won the trainers title with his 165 

winners earning a staggering R30 710 838 some R5 

million ahead of second-placed, Justin Snaith. 

 

It was another memorable campaign for Tarry who 

celebrated his 51st birthday on August 6,   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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VAN NIEKERK AND TARRY (fm p1) 

 

but two meetings were particularly memorable for the 

Randjesfontein conditioner. 

 

At a minor meeting at Turffontein in February, Tarry, who 

began his career in 1998, saddled his 2000th winner. 

He commented: "Many tried to pace it with Horse  

Chestnut, but inevitably came up gasping for air at the 

200m. That's like the rest of us taking on Mike De Kock 

so I will be content with my personal milestone and keep 

the focus on winning races." 

 

It got even better at Scottsville in May, when Tarry not 

only saddled three Gr 1 winners but had the trifecta in 

the Gr 1 Tsogo Sun Sprint. 

 

Van Niekerk has to be the envy of many owners with two 

Vodacom July victories notched on his belt. After Pomo-

doro's win in 2012, he said: "You dream of it, but when 

you taste it it's even better than the dream. I will remain 

a fool and buy more." More recently, asked what was the 

key to his successful partnership with Sean Tarry, he 

said: "compatibility, respect and absolute trust." 

 

Bill Gates once commented: "A partnership is exactly like 

a marriage - if you don't work on it, the chances of it  

lasting its first few years are very minimal." Clearly, both 

Van Niekerk and Tarry have worked on their partnership. 

 

One of the intriguing questions at tonight's awards is 

whether Van Niekerk's youngster, Eden Roc, will win the 

Champion Two Year-Old Male category. The Var colt went 

into the Premier's Champion Stakes unbeaten, but had 

no answer to the finishing burst of Joe Soma's  

Gimmethegreenlight colt, Got The Greenlight. 

 

Asked for his selection, Sporting Post expert, Lance  

Benson, commented: "It's a hotly-contested category and 

- on pure mathematics - then Eden Roc with a Gr 2 under 

the belt would have the edge." 

 

"But I'd like to think the panel are looking at things more 

holistically and - in that case - the manner of Got The 

Greenlight's sensational Premier's Champion win sug-

gests he has a serious shout. Eden Roc hails from a 

champion yard while Got The Greenlight represents the 

ordinary man in Joe Soma. In the context of future scope 

and raw achievement, my heart is with the latter." 

 

Benson's choice for the coveted "Horse-of-the-Year" title? 

"The smashing good-looker, Do It Again, has the star 

quality and would be a deserving recipient. In the 

"Champion Older Male" category, I'd side with Rainbow 

Bridge."  - Business Day. 

A shot in the dark on the wet 
 

OUR value bet at Kenilworth today is Billy No Mates 

(Race 3), it’s a shot in the dark on a wet track really, 

he has popped up with the occasional nice run and 

trainer Paul Reeves gets them fit—at 20-1 he offers 

value as a horse with more or less the same shabby 

form as the rest. Who knows? It’s a nice P/A card, 

get involved! 

 

Kenilworth Selections, Tuesday 

Race 1: (8) Bag Of Tricks (11) Hurricane Harry (10) 

Happy Wanderer (12) Nevil Mu 

Race 2: (1) Howl (10) Halliberry (5) Cross Court (4) 

Camino Palmero 

Race 3: (4) Billy No Mates (5) Yosma (8) Day Trip (1) 

Kursk 

Race 4: (7) Tatooed Rocker (8) Power Girl (6) Anina 

(2) Hammie’s Fan 

Race 5: (1) Mirage (4) Stella’s Story (6) Fleeced (5) 

Tiger Roll 

Race 6:  (5) Bellingham Bay (2) Brave Tiger (6) De-

struction Boy (7) Optima 

Race 7: (6) Ready Steady Go (2) New Caledonia (9) 

Platinum Prince (15) Coral Bay 

Race 8: (5) Black Knap (9) Quintay (8) Morse (3) 

Themadirishsheriff 

Keeping up with Lyle... 

“A First bit of work at Shatin this morning for Tony 

Millard.  Great to get the ball rolling and get into the 

swing of things,” posted champion jockey Lyle  

Hewitson on Instagram today. 

Comments and letters can be sent to: 

editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Visionaire, consistent good results. 

Visionaire’s half-brother 

wins at Saratoga 
 

LAMMERSKRAAL Stud’s G1 winning and G1  

producing sire Visionaire got another handsome 

update to his pedigree when his half-brother  

Fireball Shot romped home to a four length maiden 

win at Saratoga on Sunday. 

 

A son of Street Cry, Fireball Shot is the tenth winner 

produced by the stakes placed French Deputy mare 

Scarlet Tango –whose progeny include the stakes 

winners Visionaire (G1 King’s Bishop Stakes), 

Tara’s Tango (G1 Santa Margarita Stakes),  

Madison’s Luna (G3 Hutcheson Stakes), and  

Scarlet Strike (G3 Providencia Stakes). 

 

Scarlet Tango, who won four times and ran second 

in the Laura Gal Stakes,  has a Curlin colt (Lot 68) 

on offer at the 2019 Keeneland September  

Yearling Sale, while her G1 winning daughter Tara’s 

Tango has a Medaglia D’Oro colt (Lot 138) on the 

sale. 

 

Visionaire (by Grand Slam) was South Africa’s  

Leading First Crop Sire in 2014-2015, and Leading 

Second Crop Sire in 2015-2016, is the sire of 14 

black type performers including G1 Wilgerbosdrift 

SA Fillies Classic winner Takingthepeace, G2 Gaut-

eng Fillies Guineas winner Heaps Of Fun, and  

millionaire Africa Rising. 

 

The G1 King’s Bishop Stakes winner has nine lots 

on this week’s National 2YO Sale, including a half-

sister (Lot 69) to the graded stakes winners 

Fromafar and Armando, and a filly (Lot 163) out of 

Equus Champion Icy Air.  - tt. 

New official result will be honoured 
 

TAB is taking all possible steps to ensure customers do 

not suffer any financial prejudice arising from the official 

result for the last race at Flamingo Park yesterday being 

changed. 

 

The National Horseracing Authority (NHRA) mistakenly  

declared a triple dead heat for third place in Race 9 and 

only corrected the error some 10 minutes after the official 

result had been posted. 

 

TAB initially paid out according to the original official result 

and then had to amend the result and payouts in terms of 

the corrected official result, which was 2 Poster Girl first, 6 

Crown Charka second, dead heat for third 3 What A Sarah 

and 13 Meet The Logans. The corrected official result obvi-

ously caused significant changes to winning combinations 

and payouts initially declared for the Place, Swinger, Tri-

fecta, Quartet and Place Accumulator pools. 

 

Although in no way to blame for the change to the official 

result, TAB is taking the following steps to ensure that cus-

tomers are not disadvantaged: 

 

* The Quartet pool is being refunded to satisfy internation-

al commingling partners, but anybody with a winning  

Quartet ticket can submit a claim and TAB will pay them 

what the correct official dividend would have been. All los-

ing tickets will be refunded in full. 

* Any TAB cash customer who was paid out before the 

corrected official result and received a lower payout than 

should have been the case can submit a claim for the dif-

ference. This applies to Place, Swinger, Trifecta, Quartet, 

and Place Accumulator bets. 

* TAB account customers’ balances will be adjusted auto-

matically in terms of the above. 

* In-store TAB customers who cashed what later proved 

losing bets can treat their payouts as a windfall. 

 

TAB customers wishing to submit claims must ask the 

branch manager for a claim form and any assistance they 

require in terms of submitting the claim. Call TAB Custom-

er Care on 0861 444 822 for more information.—TAB. 

Marinaresco in Singapore 
 

MARINARESCO, the winner of the 2017 Vodacom  

Durban July as a 14-1 shot when prepared by Can-

dice Bass-Robinson and ridden by Bernard 

Fayd’Herbe, is the first Durban July winner to be 

imported to Singapore and will be racing under the 

care of Ricardo le Grange. 

 

This son of Silvano, who just turned seven, joined 

the South African trainer’s yard from Dubai on 4 

June, and has just started getting ready for that 

new chapter of his stellar racing career, with the 

Group 1 Dester Singapore Gold Cup (2000m) on 10 

November the ultimate target. 

 

“It was always on the cards for Marinaresco to 

come here after Dubai,” said Le Grange. “He’s obvi-

ously a very good horse and it’s very exciting to 

have him here in our stables.He’s raced by a bunch 

of enthusiastic owners. Nothing would give me 

more pleasure to see him win races for them.” - 

TAB News. 
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From the breeders 

of Monk’s Hood… 
 

Choice foals for August 
2019 

 CONTACT: ARNE BOTHA:  083. 327. 8197 

Lot 387 Global Tree by Global View Lot 266 American Rocket by Act Of War 

Lot 250 Moon Game by Pathfork Lot 4 Luke Moonwalker by Jackson 

Lot 45 Iron Tale by Pathfork Lot 178 Cape Fouldwind by Capetown Noir 
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Zara.. steadily on the up! 

THIS column has been following the progress of young Zara 

Ramsden (Joey and Fee’s daughter for those who don’t know), 

and she’s still making waves. Zara competed in a regional 

championship in George last weekend and won and placed 

several times in the disciplines of show-jumping and dressage. 

Zara now qualifies for the National Championship in  

Johannesburg. Well done! 

Actually, this is quite funny! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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