
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  MONDAY 12 AUGUST  2019 

On parade - anti-clockwise at Windsor Racecourse. (www.windsor-racecourse.co.uk) 

Not all marketing topics are the right ones 
TWO years ago, this column introduced readers to the delights of racing at Royal Windsor – mostly on Monday 

evenings. A picture was painted of river boat arrivals, a weirdly shaped course, summer  

evenings with the sun setting at the end of the straight and so on. (See here). 

It was also one of this column’s earlier efforts to  

preserve the place beside the head of a winner for the 

groom as part of the South Africa “lead-in”.  Our little 

campaign may have reached only a few dozen people 

back then, but with or without our influence, we  

celebrate the fact that more owners in South Africa 

take the nearside lead rein while keeping the groom 

between them and the horse. 

 

The involvement of stable staff in “the limelight” is 

right at the top of the Importance Tree. On UK TV the 

inevitable long-mike jockey interview is often followed 

by a chat with the lead up person whose comments are 

right at the top of the Enjoyment Tree for many viewers, 

giving an insight into the horse’s “personality”, the  

professionalism within “Another World” and mutual  

devotion. 

 

In the ritual interviews after SA racing, Tellytrack has 

always been fair to grooms winning a prize. Nowadays, 

it seems that the quality of those interviews is  

improving. Well done to presenters and interviewees, 

be they work-riders, lead-up grooms or stable  

representatives whose first and perhaps second  

language is not English. 

 

The more the culture of their crucial involvement is 

communicated, the more our SA racing at large would 

be admired in any community at home and abroad. 

 

When we are planning to fill Durbanville on a lovely 

evening, or pack the big tracks on more than one or 

two big days – and we are aren’t we? Or someone is? 

That someone must review the global racing  

experience good and bad. 

 

Empty racecourses in France and USA. Elsewhere 

throngs of people to see a superstar           (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
https://rivertonstud.co.za/
http://www.windsor-racecourse.co.uk
https://bit.ly/2YTeLHq


2 

 

A sunny evening at the races… (www.windsor-racecourse.co.uk) 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 
jockey, or “National Hero(ine)” racehorse . Revered 

historic meetings, of which we have a good number in 

South Africa did anyone out there but know it. 

 

Hayley Turner winning the Silver Saddle at the Shergar 

Cup as the most successful rider for the second year 

running does wonders for the image of the sport,  

especially on top of her Royal Ascot win. 

The 18 year old London Muslim young lady who won 

the Charity Race at Glorious Goodwood the other day 

had enormous impact – not simply because of her 

headgear. She is a product of a London (Brixton-

based) initiative introducing inner-city teenagers to 

racehorses in conjunction with the British Racing 

School in Newmarket. Her brother also rides out in 

Newmarket (well) including on one of our stronger 

Hintlesham Racing boyos. 

 

So far, so good. But at Windsor on Monday evening 

last week, the whole promotion thing felt, er,  

maximised. 

 

Windsor has enormous car parks. Full. Local people 

tend to walk to the course, some wobbling on heels 

Khadijah Mellah has been training since April before 

winning at Goodwood on 31 July. 

already, others straightforwardly heading to a gorgeous 

summer evening and a few pints. The river boats were 

disgorging passengers from the other direction. 

 

Only expert entrance attendants can deal with those 

arriving crowds – because horses for the first race are 

also being walked from the racecourse stables to more 

or less the same entrance. Horses First! Of course. But 

you can see some of them looking at these ranks of 

(respectful) humans thinking “Lumme, what’s this?” 

 

A rule of racing management: don’t send a skittish 

horse to run in the first at Windsor. 

 

If I were running the show, I’d have several retired, 

bomb-proof geldings at busy racecourse entrances for 

arriving people to see and visit – much like Mums and 

Dads and their children are magnetically drawn to  

police horses in London. 

 

On entering, one is confronted with a scene more like a 

fairground than a racecourse. The large expanse  

between entrance and Parade Ring is choc a bloc with 

temporary edifices offering food and drink. 

 

To the left, the Members has a pop-up seated  

restaurant in addition to those indoors, adjacent to a 

number of food & beverage outlets and what used to 

be the Owners & Trainers and is now a big  

champagne bar. 

 

The new Owners & Trainers is not good, offering food 

which in my view would be improved upon – if you have 

to be fed - by the pizza and roti and whatever else was 

making smoke and smells alongside. 

 

All these areas were teaming with people, only some 

there for the horses. There is always an act after racing 

– nothing great on Mondays – maybe a tribute band 

(usually very good) but not a global name like Jessie J 

at The Shergar Cup, Ascot, who was cancelled on  

Saturday because of high winds. Now for her, we were 

all staying! 

 

The net effect of this highly successful marketing is 

that the horse people – professionals and racegoers 

alike - are crowded out. Jockeys don’t mind interacting 

with the public but they have to slalom        (to page 3) 

http://www.windsor-racecourse.co.uk
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Police horses draw an audience outside The Royal Exchange in the rain. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

a distance between stalls. Views from here to there are 

largely obscured. Most of us take a long way round 

into the Paddock, and know a trick or two to get to the 

stands. Trainers increasingly tack their charges up in a 

holding area before the actual pre-parade ring  

because of the crowds – not the many enthusiasts 

who line the pre-parade ring, but the crowds behind 

them who don’t. 

 

So there we were, standing in the proper grandstand 

with a runner…. dressed nicely as owners and  

managers do… jackets, shirts, even trousers. But 

flanked by semi-lost folk holding oily pizza boxes trying 

to eat very floppy slices, which as you know is not easy. 

Shoo, scram, go away. 

 

The marketing is successful. No doubt. And by the way 

nothing is cheap – not entrance to the course, not the 

pizzas and not a pint or a magnum. The economy must 

be OK. 

 

When we fill South African racecourses again, the 

horses, their welfare, their magnificence, their gaudily 

clad riders and their handlers must be front and  

centre. 

 

At Newmarket with a runner on Friday evening last 

week (busy racing week..), I was pleased to hear that 

only 3,000 tickets had been sold for Bananarama. The 

July course experience was thus excellent. Although 

(alarmingly) I know all their songs from the 80s, we did 

not stay to see Sara and Keren umpteen years on, plus 

M People’s Heather Small, but drove the couple of late 

hours home. 

 

That being said… this week will see your correspond-

ent at Germiston for the 2yo sale then quick pre-sale 

entry inspections in the Cape and a dash back north 

for unmissable York, or some of it. A break would be 

good before Doncaster yearlings then back to SA. But.

…the really global Rita Ora is at Windsor (a Saturday – 

different) with her full show. Might go. Hypocrite. –tt. 

Bananarama 30 million records on. 

Windsor Rita Ora promo. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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CAPE BREEDERS AWARDS 2019 

8 AUG 

PHOTOS BY WAYNE MARKS 

AWARD WINNERS 
 

Champion 2yo Colt 

EDEN ROC  Breeder: Varsfontein 

 

Champion 2yo Filly 

GABOR Breeder: Drakenstein 

 

Champion 3yo Colt  

HAWWAAM  Breeder: Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 

 

Champion 3yo Filly 

CELTIC SEA  Breeder: Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 

 

Champion Older Male 

DO IT AGAIN  Breeder: Northfields 

 

Champion Older Female 

PRINCESS REBEL   Breeder: Favour Stud 
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CAPE BREEDERS AWARDS 2019 
(CONT…) 

 

Champion Sprinter 

KASIMIR  Breeder: Drakenstein 

 

Middle Distance 

DO IT AGAIN   Breeder: Northfields 

 

Stayer of the Year 

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN  Breeder: G J Armitage 

 

Broodmare of the Year 

HALFWAY TO HEAVEN  – Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfon-

tein 

 

Stallion of the Year 

SILVANO  – Maine Chance 

 

Outstanding New Stallion 

CAPTAIN OF ALL  – Klawervlei 

 

Breeder of the Year 

WILGERBOSDRIFT & MAURITZFONTEIN 

 

Outstanding Breeder 

DRAKENSTEIN 

 

Horse of the Year 

DO IT AGAIN Breeder: Northfields 

 

Champion Juvenile Colt 

AFRICAN WARRIOR 

 

Champion Juvenile Filly 

MISS FLORIDA 

 

Champion 3yo Colt 

TWIST OF FATE 

 

Champion 3yo Filly 

CLOUDS UNFOLD 

 

Champion Older Male 

DO IT AGAIN 

 
Champion Older Female 

OH SUSANNA 

 

Champion Sprinter 

KASIMIR 

 

Champion Miler 

DO IT AGAIN 

 

Champion Middle Distance 

RAINBOW BRIDGE 

 

Champion Stayer 

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 

Champion WP Grooms’ School Workrider 

WILLIAM BAMBISO 

 

Champion Cape Apprentice Jockey 

SANDILE MBHELE 

 

Champion Cape Jockey 

RICHARD FOURIE 

 

Champion Cape Trainer 

JUSTIN SNAITH 

 

Acknowledgement Of Achievement Award 

BRYN RESSELL 

 

Exceptional Achievement Award 

SNAITH RACING 

 

Horse Of The Year 

DO IT AGAIN 
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Benmarné has a super draft of two-year–olds 
THE Botha family’s Benmarne Stud will be offering eight lots at this week’s National 2YO Sale at the TBA  

Complex, Gosforth Park. 

One of the potential standout lots in this classy draft is the half-

brother (Lot 45) to exported Benmarne bred Gauteng Guineas/

Dingaans winner Monks Hood, who is now racing in Hong Kong  

under the name of Graceandmercy. 

 

His half-brother on offer goes by the name of Irontail, and he shares 

his G1 winning sire Pathfork with the likes of Mighty High, March-

ingonntogether, Red Chesnut Road, My Friend Lee and Miss Honey. 

 

Former Irish Champion Pathfork is also the sire of Moon Game (Lot 

250) –a colt whose 3 time winning dam is a half-sister to the dam of 

talented galloper Knuckleball, and further back this is the family of 

G1 winners Surveyor and top class sire/broodmare sire Lord At War. 

 

Nourbese (Lot 138) is a colt from the first crop of Horse Of The Year 

Futura, and this colt’s granddam is a half-sister to the G1 winners 

Follow The Falcon and Savannah Queen, while the Capetown Noir 

colt Cape Foulwind (Lot 178) is out of a 3 time winning daughter of 

Jet Master from the family of G1 winner Fanciful. 

 

Dynasty’s G1 winning sons Act Of War and Jackson are also both 

represented in this draft, with Act Of War’s son American Rocket (Lot 

266) out of a stakes placed winner of four, and Jackson colt Luke 

Moonwalker (Lot 4) hailing from the family of champions Trademark, 

Let’s Rock ‘N Roll and In The Fast Lane to name but a few. 

 

Other intriguing lots in Benmarne’s draft include the Global View colt 

(Lot 387) from the family of SA Nursery winner Vacherin, and the 

Bold Silvano colt (Lot 305) who is a three-parts sibling to R830 000 

plus earner S’il Vous Plait.—BSA. 

ARNé Botha. 

National Horse Trust: Race Day, 24 Aug 
 

THE National Horse Trust hosts will host its annual Race Day on Sat-

urday, 24th August 2019.    

  

The horse industry has had a turbulent year, and this has resulted in 

some very unpleasant incidents related to the abuse of our horses 

which have been reported in the media.  

  

The Trust is asking that everyone in the horse community help them 

this year in the fight to combat this abuse of horses by attending this 

Race Day, its main fundraiser for the year. 

  

All funds raised during this event go towards the support of our 

Horse Care Units.  

• HIGHVELD HORSE CARE UNIT  

• EASTERN CAPE HORSE CARE UNIT  

• THE COASTAL HORSE CARE UNIT  

 

This year the theme is “It’s only Rock ‘n Roll”, and the Trust would 

love to have you join them for t\a fun day which includes a 5 course 

meal, with wine, also fun raffle prizes and a charity auction, all over-

looking the Turffontein track,  in the beautiful Aquanaut Room.  

 

Give Suzanne a call on 082 054 4464.  Booking is essential.  - tt. 

Lunga returns to PE  
 

ONE of Port Elizabeth racing’s favourite 

sons, Lunga Gila (photo below), will soon 

be back at Fairview. 

 

Gila has been involved at the stables 

since his teens and his knowledge of the 

sport and his passion for it is well known. 

 

"I will be returning to help (the 79 year old 

veteran) trainer Desmond McLachlan 

with his stable. I hope to .take out my 

own licence in the near future," Gila said. 

Gila was the right hand man for trainer 

Mitch Wiese (now in Australia) before he 

looked after the PE satellite yard of Cape 

Town trainer Glen Kotzen. 

 

He left PE in 2015 to join Kotzen in Cape 

Town and was later put in charge of 

Kotzen's satellite yard in KwaZulu-Natal.   

—Henk Steenkamp. 
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From the breeders 

of Monk’s Hood… 
 

Choice foals for August 
2019 

 CONTACT: ARNE BOTHA:  083. 327. 8197 

Lot 387 Global Tree by Global View Lot 266 American Rocket by Act Of War 

Lot 250 Moon Game by Pathfork Lot 4 Luke Moonwalker by Jackson 

Lot 45 Iron Tale by Pathfork Lot 178 Cape Fouldwind by Capetown Noir 
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With a country’s best wishes! 

LYLE Hewitson and girlfriend Hannah Runnals have arrived in 

Hong Kong, where he will soon be taking on some of the best 

in the world on one of the most visible, and liveliest racing 

stages of the world. He is the complete package at a tender 

age, and all he needs is a little luck. Lyle, in effect, could be 

the next  Douglas Whyte because he has the same talent and 

demeanour that should endear him to the locals. Let’s hope!  

Greeks have had the style for ages 

Thanks to Fernando Rosa for this contribution. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://www.mauritzfontein.com/

