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CHARLES Savage, the astute CEO of Purple Capital, 

heads the restructuring committee. 

Stakeholders will consider 

options to steady the ship 

On 22 July 2019, a meeting was held with various  

industry players and some significant stakeholders in the 

horseracing industry.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss, the challenges facing the industry, as well as 

the scope for co‑operation to benefit and improve the 

industry in South Africa.   

 

Those present recognised that in order for the industry to 

be more sustainable, it would need to be more inclusive, 

working and focussing on a far greater participation by 

previously disadvantaged persons. 

 

Those present acknowledged that the horseracing  

industry urgently requires some form of restructuring 

and the involvement of various industry players and 

stakeholders, including the South African government.  

This restructure will be crucial in achieving the vision for 

an inclusive, financially sound and sustainable  

horseracing industry.  

Amongst the various ideas suggested and discussed 

was the creation of a single body that would oversee 

the horseracing industry in South Africa. Once again, 

the backing of various stakeholders and the South 

African government in creating such a single body will 

be crucial to its success. Additional due diligence, 

process and consultation still has to be researched in 

order to explore this feasibility.  

 

In this regard, a horseracing industry restructure com-

mittee is in the process of being established, together 

with the terms of reference for such a committee, 

which will involve, amongst other things, researching 

and recommending potential strategies and opportu-

nities for the industry. The ultimate vision is to get to 

an inclusive, financially sound, transformed and sus-

tainable industry for the benefit of all South Africans.  

 

The recent amendments to the Gauteng's Gambling 

Regulations in respect of the distribution of the tax 

levied on punters' winnings is damaging and harmful 

for the horse racing industry and will create liquidity 

constraints.  The unilateral removal of the distribution 

of a portion of the tax levied on punters' winnings by 

the Gauteng Gambling Board will create an almost 

insurmountable problem for the operators.  We would 

urge that the authorities reconsider this decision in 

the interest of all employees of the industry.  

 

It is estimated that between 120,000 and 180,000 

people, many of whom are breadwinners for their 

families, are employed within the industry in South 

Africa. These include groomsmen, trainers, jockeys, 

breeders, bookmakers and owners. Their livelihoods 

and ability to feed their families will be in jeopardy 

should this industry not be a successful one. 

 

Engagements between industry players and  

stakeholders are ongoing and further updates will be 

communicated in due course.  

 

Phumelela Gaming & Leisure Limited is viewed by 

many in the industry as pre-eminent in  (to page 2) 
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SUMMERHILL School Of Excellence, including Warren Lenferna (tall) and Candiese Marnewick (camera bag). 

‘Excellence’ is the operative word at Summerhill 

Pic by Dorothea Zurbruggen. 

LAST week Candiese Marnewick and I were afforded the opportunity to lecture the students at the Summerhill 

School Of Excellence which is based at the beautiful Summerhill Stud in Mooi River, writes WARREN LENFERNA. 

Candiese covered different aspects of photography and 

the importance of social media and I spoke about TV 

presenting, different types of media that we work with 

in the Gold Circle Media Centre on a daily basis as well 

as podcast production.  

 

We were well looked after by Chantelle McCabe and 

her team. It is very heart-warming to see the  

enthusiasm of the youngsters at the school and one 

cannot help be ever hopeful of the future. We chatted 

to them about various aspects of the industry we all 

love so much. 

 

These students have a very much hands-on approach 

and get taught all the aspects of breeding and racing. 

Summerhill’s first foal was born the night we were 

there and to see the entire School Of Excellence pupils 

hard at work was great.  

 

Hartford House has to be commended for its top-

quality accommodation, service and food! We had the 

opportunity of meeting and being shown the  

Summerhill stallions with Mike and Lynette Whittstock. 

As for the Summerhill stallions and the talk given to us 

and the students by Goss, they look absolutely amazing 

and left us all in complete awe of these magnificent 

animals.  

 

We shall follow the progress of the students and the 

School Of Excellence with great interest!  - tt. 

STEADY THE SHIP (fm p1) 

 

the South African racing and gaming environment. As 

such, in order for the industry to succeed, this body 

also needs to succeed. The executives of Phumelela, 

Gold Circle and Kenilworth Racing have largely indicat-

ed that they are in support of the above initiatives.   

 

It is imperative that all people involved in this industry, 

no matter how big or small, need to stand together to 

ensure that this industry is placed on a firm footing for 

the benefit of the future generations.  - tt. 

Turffontein Selections, Saturday 

 
Race 1:  (6) Stone Judgement (1) House Master (2) Kwikstix (3) 

Majestic Thunder 

Race 2:  (4) Talkthestars (1) Prince Of Kahal (2) Dalai’s Promise (3) 

Donny G 

Race 3: (3) Gold Griffin (2) Final Occasion (1) Maroon Bells (5) 

Fierce Fighter 

Race 4: (5) Arabian Sunrise (4) Apple Magic (2) Wilke’s County (10) 

Therecanbeonlyone 

Race 5:  (1) The Bosbok (2) Kamakura (4) Yer-Maan (3) The Bee Eff 

Gee 

Race 6:  (7) Gimmethenight (6) All At Once (2) Wonderwall (1) Puget 

Sound 

Race 7: (5) Eurostorm (4) Chipoftheoldblock (3) Archilles (2) African 

Rock 

Race 8: (6) Wishonair (3) Cotopaxi (1) Hightail (5) One Dollar Mas-

sage 

Race 9: (1) Sally Called (4) Chouette (8) Piccadilly Square (2) Excali-

bur’s Return 

 NEXT TT NEWS MONDAY 12 AUG 
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ANOTHER fine old treasure from Charles Baker’s Vintage South African Racing (Facebook), this one shows the 

jockeys who competed in a International Challenge at what looks like Scottsville in March 1969. Riding for SA 

were the late Johnny Cawcutt, Johnny McCreedy, Gerald Turner  and (not late) David Payne. The overseas  

contingent featured Australian Roy “The Professor” Higgins and Italian Gianfranco Dettori, father of Frankie, and 

this was taken when Frankie was still swinging from the trees in Tuscany! The officials are the late Frank  

Lambert, and Sandy Christie. 
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Mantel’s Millstream offers two-year-olds 

by notable stallions 
JAN Mantel’s Millstream Farm will be offering a classy, six strong string at the 2019 Emperors Palace National 

2YO Sale, set to take place at the TBA complex from August 15th-16th. 

Millstream has a quality draft to  

present and the consignment includes 

the progeny of such notable stallions as 

Vercingetorix, Potala Palace, Oratorio 

and Pathfork. 

 

Equus Champion and multiple G1  

winner  Verc ingetor ix  made an  

exceptional start with his first 2yo  

winners including such black type  

winners as African Warrior, Hooves Of 

Troy and Viking Moon, and the son of 

Silvano has two fillies in this draft. His 

filly (Lot 63) out of Beau’tafal Guest 

hails from the immediate family of multi-

ple champion sprinter J J The Jet Plane, 

with her third dam being the stakes win-

ning Northern Guest mare Majestic 

Guest. 

 

Vercingetorix is also the sire of a filly (Lot 

369) out of a winning Dalakhani half-

sister to US G2 winner Dark  

Islander and she hails from the family of 

multiple G1 winning filly Annoconnor 

and Melbourne Cup hero At Talaq – to 

name but two. 

 

Triple G1 winner Oratorio, whose 

progeny include eight individual G1 win-

ners, has a filly (Lot 58) whose stakes 

placed dam is a daughter of champion 

sire Silvano and the front running stakes  

winner Light Fandango, while fellow G1 

winner Jackson is responsible for a 

three-parts brother (Lot 326) to two  

winners whose dam won the Oaks in 

Zimbabwe. 

 

Exciting young sire and G1 winner Potala 

Palace is represented by a filly (Lot 83) 

who is closely inbred to legendary sire 

Sadler’s Wells. This filly, a half-sister to 3 

winners, is out of a winning half-sister to 

Mauritian star Tabascorez and fourth 

dam is champion Cherry Hinton. 

 

Chasing Mavericks (Lot 140) is a colt by 

Irish champion, and proven G1 sire, 

Pathfork, and he is out of a mare who 

won six, and his granddam is a half-

sister to G2 Post Merchants winner  

Super Home.  - BSA. 

LOT 63: Vercingetorix filly from the family of JJ The Jet Plane. 

Lot 83: Potala Palace filly from the family of Tabascorez. 
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From the breeders 

of Monk’s Hood… 
 

Choice foals for August 
2019 

 CONTACT: ARNE BOTHA:  083. 327. 8197 

Lot 387 Global Tree by Global View Lot 266 American Rocket by Act Of War 

Lot 250 Moon Game by Pathfork Lot 4 Luke Moonwalker by Jackson 

Lot 45 Iron Tale by Pathfork Lot 178 Cape Fouldwind by Capetown 
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WINGS OF DESIRE (GB), in demand. 

A Gauteng stallion expected to grow wings  
AT a time when most stud farms in the country have reduced the fees of their stallions, Heversham Park Farm 

has bucked the trend and increased the service fee of their Pivotal-stallion Wings Of Desire (GB) from R25,000 

to R35,000 for the 2019 breeding season. 

Kat Riley of Heversham Park explained, “Due to Wings 

of Desire being unable to cover in the early part of the 

2018 breeding season, as he was recovering from a 

colic operation, we pitched his fee fairly low. We were 

pleased at the response from Gauteng breeders who 

cannily took advantage of his reduced service fee.  

 

“For the current breeding season, we analysed the 

stallions on offer in the country and compared them 

with Wings’ performance and pedigree, and reached 

the conclusion that R35 000 (R5 000 nomination and 

R30 000 live foal) was the correct price in today’s 

market. He is by a proven Sire of sires, out of a prolific 

stakes producing dam who is a half-sister to a  

European Champion, and from five runners to date 

has produced three Gr 2 winners (all of whom were 

Gr1 placed including two of the English Classics). She 

also produced Crowned Eagle who in June 2019 fin-

ished second in the Gr2 Gran Premio Di Milano in  

Italy, beaten just three-quarters of a length.” 

 

“We are however well aware of the dire position that 

South African breeding industry currently finds itself 

in. It has always been our belief that stallion owners 

should have some ‘skin in the game’. Everybody is 

aware of how quickly stallions become fashionable or 

unfashionable, thus it doesn’t seem right that a  

breeder might pay a large amount for service fees for 

a stallion that is fashionable today but is out of favour 

with buyers when the resulting foal is sold some three 

years later.  

“Accordingly, in order to assist breeders who might 

find Wings’ service fee unaffordable, and in keeping 

with our ‘skin in the game’ ethos, we are also offering 

foal share partnerships, whereby no service fee is paid 

by the mare owner and the progeny’s sale proceeds 

are then split on a 75: 25 ratio in favour of the mare 

owner. We are able to offer this opportunity as Wings 

has proven to be extremely fertile and virile and able 

to cover a very large book of mares.”  

 

Wings Of Desire is one of the best performed imported 

stallions in South Africa. He won the Gr2 Dante Stakes 

for John Gosden, finished fourth in the 2016 Investec 

Epsom Derby to Harzand (also at stud) and second to 

Highland Reel in the King George and Queen Elizabeth 

Stakes at Ascot, earning a Timeform Rating of 122.  

 

For enquiries, Hevershams’ Director of Stallions Fred 

Brons can be mailed, blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za. 

@turftalk1 

mailto:blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


10 

 

“It’s just a gimmick” - Chin Chin 

The British Horseracing Authority (BHA) has described an  

animal rights groups tactic of demanding an end to whip use 

in ads on the side of buses as “a gimmick”. Animal Aid has 

purchased advertising space on the sides of 25 London buses 

to protest the use of the whip on horses in races. "You  

wouldn't hit a dog, so why are jockeys allowed to whip race-

horses?", the ads read. Animal Aid has repeatedly called for a 

ban on whip use in racing as part of its public plan to end the 

sport in the UK. The BHA’s response described Animal Aid’s 

tactic as a gimmick. "Campaign groups use advertising  

gimmicks such as this regularly to try and get their viewpoint 

across,” a BHS spokesman told the Racing Post. 

The long weekend LOL 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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