
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  MONDAY 5 AUGUST  2019 

Moodley shows refreshing approach 

to Yeni-Hewitson discord  
IN response to jockey Muzi Yeni's suggestion that the NHA (National Horseracing Authority) has rules for some 

and not others, CEO Vee Moodley has stated emphatically there is "no discrimination in any cases" held by them. 

VEE Moodley, CEO of the NHA. 

Last Friday, Yeni posted on Facebook that the fact the NHA didn't make his championship rival, Lyle Hewitson, 

take a 14-day suspension until the season was over affected his chances of winning the title for the first time. 

 

Yeni said he was in a career "where favour is done for one and others are not privileged to be treated equally. 

Where is the Minister of Sport when we face injustice every day?"                                                             (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DAVE MOLLETT (fm p1) 

 
"To suggest there is any discrimination in our decisions is 

totally wrong," Moodley told Business Day. 

 

In Yeni's defence, it appears ludicrous that it took three 

and a half months to finalise Hewitson's suspension and 

this could have resulted in an even closer finish to the title 

race. In the end, Hewitson rode four more winners than 

Yeni. 

 

In overseas racing countries like France and the  

United Kingdom, jockeys who don't appeal their cases 

have to take their suspensions immediately. If a  

jockey misses the Arc or Derby, it's just too bad. 

 

However, Moodley must be applauded for what he said 

next. "We will certainly be looking at tightening our rules to 

bring them in line with international standards." 

 

In the past, so many top brass at the NHA have simply 

followed rules that have been there for years as if they 

were cast in stone. Moodley's approach will be  

welcomed by everyone with racing's best interests at 

heart. 

 

Defending the NHA's position on the Hewitson case, Arnold 

Hyde, NHA Racing Control Executive, said in a media  

release that "rules differ from other countries." 

 

"If a jockey is not prepared to sign an admission of guilt we 

go to an inquiry and then there is also the right of appeal. 

That full procedure can take some time. We need to get an 

appeal board together and sometimes that is very tough." 

 

Not surprisingly, the response to Hyde on social media has 

been "OK, but not three and a half months!"  

Hewitson's case arose from an incident in a race at  

Fairview on April 12. 

 

At a time when racing has been under the spotlight, the 

Yeni-Hewitson case has resulted on over 40 posts on a 

leading racing website. 

 

One stated: "If matters are dealt with consistently and  

efficiently, there will not be any criticism or comment. The 

NHA really need to get up from their deep slumber." 

 

Then - to add fuel to the fire - the NHA announced they 

would be holding an inquiry into comments made by Yeni 

in a TV interview after the fourth race at Hollywoodbets 

Greyville last Wednesday - the final day of the 2018/19 

season. 

 

Yeni said: "They (the NHA) prolonged it (Hewitson's  

suspension) until the end of the season and I thought that 

was very unfair to me." 

 

A certain Mr Malema doesn't appear to have any  

problems when it comes to freedom of speech, and the 

response on social media was predictable. 

 

"The inquiry into Muzi's comments has no merit at all and 

THE never-ending South African racism debate has 

spilt over to the jockeys’ ranks. 

is wasteful expenditure. We cannot stop freedom of 

speech - Muzi was asked a question and he  

answered it as he saw fit." 

 

Another posted: "For the NHA to hold an inquiry 

about Muzi expressing his honest views is a 

witchhunt that would make McCarthy proud." 

 

"Change the rules and we will see a change of heart 

and not ridiculous decisions like opening an inquiry 

into the frank and truthful comments of a jockey," 

another posted. 

 

There is a chance here for Vee Moodley to halt this 

criticism by announcing - as is the case with race 

reviews after a race - that "no further action will be 

taken regarding Muzi Yeni's interview." 

 

There is good - and bad - news for fans of have-

saddle-will-travel, Yeni. At the Vaal recently, the 32 

year-old told this writer that he'd again be "giving 

the title a full go next season, but then may  

consider a move overseas."  - tt. 

@turftalk 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Twice Over’s runners 

continue to impress 

TWICE Over, Klawervlei Stud. 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s four time G1 winning sire TWICE 

OVER (Observatory) made the perfect start to the 

2019-2020 South African racing season when his 

daughter STUDIO BLUES won the Wedgewood  

Handicap at Fairview on Friday. 

Bred and owned by the Daytona Stud, the five-year-old 

Studio Blues justified her tote favouritism status with 

a courageous half-length win in Friday’s R110 000 

feature for trainer Alan Greeff and jockey Greg 

Cheyne. Studio Blues has now won five times, wit wins 

or placed in each of her last 12 starts. 

Twice Over enjoyed another big season in 2018-2019, 

with the four time G1 winner’s notable representatives 

including recent repeat G1 Vodacom Durban July win-

ner DO IT AGAIN (the front runner to be named Horse 

Of The Year for the past season), G2 Glorious Good-

wood Peninsula Handicap hero DOUBLEMINT, Jet 

Master Stakes winner RUN RED and promising  

two-year-olds DOUBLE ALLIANCE and INVIDIA. 

Twice Over, whose multiple G1 winning relative  

YOSHIDA (Heart’s Cry) ran second in the G1 Whitney 

Stakes at Saratoga on Saturday, has two lots on offer 

at the upcoming National 2YO Sale.  - tt. 

Striker’s on the way back! 
IT appears that Piere Strydom’s sojourn in Mauritius 

has come to an abrupt end following news from the 

island that he had been fired from his job 

with Rameshwar Gujadhur. It appears that everybody 

but Strydom was aware of the fact.  

 

“Apparently it’s been announced,” said Strydom. “I’m 

not sure what I did wrong but I know I found  

interference in one race. All I’ve been told is that I was 

fired because I didn’t win.”  - TAB News. 

Phumelela launches Daily 

Double, Blitz meetings 
 

THE  2019-20 horseracing season has started and TAB 

is making exciting changes to its betting menu for the 

new season, including a new daily “Blitz Race Meeting” 

from Friday 9 August. 

 

The Blitz meeting will always comprise seven races and 

will combine into one “race meeting” the best South 

African and international races in a mid-afternoon 

timeframe. 

 

Five multi-race bets will be in operation on each Blitz 

meeting - Place Accumulator (Races 1 to 7), Pick 6 

(Races 2 to 7), Jackpot (Races 3 to 6), Pick 3 (Races 5 

to 7) and a Daily Double (Races 6 and 7). 

 

The aim of Blitz meetings is to take most, if not all, of 

the best-quality races from South Africa, the UK, 

France, Singapore and Hong Kong in mid-afternoon and 

combine them into a notional race meeting that TAB 

customers can bet on. 

 

It’s an exciting concept and marks the first time that 

TAB has put the cream of local and international races 

into one daily basket that customers can take a range 

of bets on. 

Betting turnovers highlight that the R1-unit Rolling Dou-

ble on all consecutive races at South African race meet-

ings holds little appeal for the majority of TAB custom-

ers nowadays. 

 

Consequently, Rolling Doubles on local races will fall 

away from Friday 9 August and be replaced by a Daily 

Double with a R6 unit. 

 

The first leg of the Daily Double on South African meet-

ings will always be the race after the first Jackpot leg. 

Thus, on a nine-race programme the Daily Double will 

be on Races 6 and 7 with the Bipot starting on Race 2, 

the Place Accumulator on Race 3 and the Pick 6 and 

Jackpot on Races 4 and 5 respectively. 

 

The new Daily Double should put the spotlight on the 

big race at most local meetings because it will normally 

incorporate the main event. That coupled with a R6 

unit, which should ensure significant payouts, will hope-

fully re-energise the bet and renew its appeal to TAB 

customers. 

 

The new Daily Double will also be added to the betting 

menu for selected international race meetings 

screened on Tellytrack.  

When the Daily Double is offered on such international 

race meetings, it will always be on the last two races—

except for Dubai, Mauritius, Kenya and Zimbabwe. 

Those four countries will be treated identically to South 

African meetings with the race after the first Jackpot leg 

forming the first leg of the Daily Double. – tt. 
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All of this is taking place to the background of a volatile 

political scenario. We’re witnessing battles for control 

and cash, and the constant seepage and  

mismanagement of funds from institutions across the 

spectrum – in itself a growing concern for the racing 

industry which is starting to rely more and more on 

sponsorships and support from Business South Africa. 

“Corporate South Africa — once a shining exemplar of 

well-regulated capital accumulation that for decades 

quietly off-shored its profits — has gone full drunken 

pimp,” wrote Richard Poplak on Daily Maverick today. 

“This country can no longer sustain several large  

warring factions, to say nothing of their off-shoots,  

adjuncts and spin-offs. It’s a zero-sum game.” 

 

So it is, with racing. With the imminent departure of 

Mike de Kock and Joey Ramsden we’re seeing the  

fabric of our sport systematically ripped apart, with 

pressing issues in a state of uncertainty. How long  

before the likes of Justin Snaith and Sean Tarry start to 

entertain similar ideas? 

 

It is not for us, or anybody, to finger-point at this  

juncture. The damage has been done. Like the  

religious awaiting the coming of a saviour, we await the 

emergence of a true leader who can take this game by 

the balls and run it.  

 

For the sake of all of us, we hope that the individuals 

charged with securing the future of racing will, for 

once, put the interests of the game before self-interest. 

Our wonderful industry lies in their hands and they only 

have this one chance left.   - tt. 

Others will argue that this is no surprise whatsoever, 

the unavoidable result of progression to a personally 

safer and more beneficial stage – to be seen in the 

same perspective as the brain drain, the mass exit of 

skills and educated knowledge from this troubled land. 

 

Mike has indicated that South Africa will remain his 

main base, and that this will serve as a platform to 

export horses to Australia and elsewhere. Perhaps he 

wants to wait and see how successful he will be in 

Cranbourne, Victoria, before making any more  

permanent decisions. 

 

We all know, however, that Mike and Mathew will 

make it big with this new venture. And that once you 

inhabit a first-world country with first-world sports and 

business ethics, patriotism fades. Nobody will blame 

Mike and his family if they, like David Payne, Jeff Lloyd 

and their families, eventually decided to break official 

ties and build a new life Down Under.  

 

The Australian media have accepted as fact that Mike 

will become an Australian. While it is technically  

incorrect at this time, there have already been a few 

world racing headlines stating, in anticipation, ‘Mike 

de Kock moves to Australia’. 

 

Our eight times national champion is being welcomed 

with open arms into an industry he described as one 

with “great organisational acumen and integrity”, 

where the prize money is extremely lucrative and  

punctually increased and where the citizens are racing 

mad. One in every 12 Australians owns a racehorse, or 

a share of one! 

 

"For somebody of Mike de Kock's standard to come to 

Victoria and base himself at Cranbourne is great news 

for everybody in the Victorian racing industry – it's a 

great vote of confidence,” said Cranbourne Turf Club 

chief executive Neil Bainbridge. Victorian racing really 

is a sought-after place to race." 

 

By now, most racing enthusiasts are aware that a 

steering committee into South African racing is  

presently at work, investigating the most viable  

options and trying to steady the ship. There have been 

cries for a leader, a single person to step forward and 

take control. 

SA racing cannot waste time at this juncture 
MANY South African racing fans would have been shocked by Mike de Kock’s official announcement this morning 

that he and son Mathew will be setting up a satellite yard in Australia.  

MIKE de Kock, unavoidable decisions. 
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Happy birthday to a special man! 

THERE are few racing fans in South Africa and in several other 

racing jurisdictions around the world who have not met, or 

heard of Andrew “Tubs” Riddell, the South African-born racing 

worker resident in the UK. He has brought gifts of love and 

friendship to many, over many years, and we salute him for 

that. A few days late, but Happy Birthday, Mr Andrew! 

OUR industry may be experiencing troubled waters, but the 

conveyor belt of talent in use at the SA Jockeys Academy  

continues to churn out talent like Luke Ferraris, who received 

his braided blazer from Academy Principal Graham Bailey, for 

riding 100 winners as an apprentice. Bailey challenged the 

other apprentices to try and match or better Luke's superb 

milestone achievement!  

We have so much talent still! 

TO ADVERTISE, mail editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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