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“MY Man!” Lyle Hewitson, Champion Jockey of 

South Africa, with agent Deez Dyanand (left); “Cool 

Hand” Luke Ferraris (right), the clean-cut kid with 

the big future, Champion Apprentice. 

Champions of a great South African season! 

SOUTH African racing crowned its new 2018/19 champions at the close of business on 31 July, a season in 

which we saw some truly phenomenal racing and many outstanding performances from equine and human  

racing stars. 

The world took notice when young Lyle Hewitson,  

barely out of his teens, landed the Jockeys Title as an 

apprentice last season and he did it once more, 

against all odds after injury, pipping a resolute rival in 

Muzi Yeni in a ding doing battle that entertained racing 

fans for at least the last six weeks of the season. 

 

While Muzi would have been gallant in defeat after 

trying so hard – he probably bought Lyle a beer after 

yesterday’s conclusion in which he finished just four 

winners off his rival’s tally of 219, the hardworking  

rider will have another shot at the title in 2019/20. 

 

As for Lyle, an exciting new chapter lies ahead in a 

young life that’s already seen so many highlights. He 

departs for Hong Kong on 11 August and will be riding 

at his first meeting at the beginning of September. He 

turns 22 in October. 

He told Turf Talk: “I’m taking a holiday, I think I deserve 

one. It’s been an exciting season and thanks to my 

sponsor, Avontuur Stud, and all who supported me.  

“I am running out of things to say to everyone who has 

congratulated me, there have been so many. But they 

must all know that I am truly grateful for the good  

wishes!” 

 

Asked about his progress this season, Lyle said: “I 

think I have made significant progress mentally and 

physically. (He rode 35 more winners than in 

2017/18). I am critical of my own riding, I watch  

replays and I try to eliminate errors, I try to improve 

always. It’s a conscious thing I do.” 

 

He has achieved his 2019 goal of retaining his  

unexpected first title and now, the big league of Hong 

Kong awaits about which he says: “We all know there 

is luck involved in breaking through in Hong Kong, so 

it’s hard to set a goal for myself. I’ll just give it my best 

and hope the rest falls into place.  

 

“I’ve met Mr Millard (Tony) and Mr Ferraris (David) but 

none of the other trainers. I will have to go prove my-

self and trust the good rides will come.”       (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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JESSICA Jell (left) and Mary Slack—a first title for Wilgerbosdrift/

Mauritzfontein.  

CHAMPIONS OF 2018/19 (fm p1) 

 

Lyle’s governor, Sean Tarry, with gross stake earnings of 

R26,086,600, landed his fourth National Trainers’ Title,  

reclaimed from Justin Snaith, who finished second this year on 

R24, 171, 313. Mike de Kock took third on R22,972,000. 

 

“This season felt like a bit of a grind, we’ve had over 200  

winners on two occasions, 165 this year. But it’s all fine, we 

remained consistent and that won us the title. As always, I must 

thank the team behind me, and my loyal patrons,” said Tarry, 

whose actual gross earnings for the season topped R30-million 

if one were to include results of the restricted sales races. 

 

Tarry said that he was looking forward to the new season. 

“Some of our older horses have reached the end of their  

careers, but we have a few exciting new ones to crack on with.” 

 

Tarry’s chief patron, Chris van Niekerk, long the backbone of the 

yard, won his second National Owners’ Title after any number of 

Top 5 finishes in the Markus Jooste era, an award that is sure to 

draw massive applause at next week’s Equus Awards  

Ceremony. Van Niekerk’s runners won 72 races and amassed 

R15,322,763 in stakes. 

 

Luke Ferraris (17) landed his first National Apprentice’s title. 

He’s a likeable lad already much in the Hewitson mould –  

serious, goal-oriented and restlessly improving, and bagged 81 

winners with gross stakes of near R10-million.  

 

Luke said: “If I think back a year ago, where I was, a lot has  

happened, it is quite amazing.” Meeting him briefly at Scottsville 

when he rode his first Gr1 winner on Sprint Festival Day, Luke 

exuded a kind of confidence that is way beyond his years and 

with more opportunities likely in the wake of Hewitson’s  

departure, he is a likely Top 5 contender on the overall log in the 

new season. 

 

He said about his goals: “First, I’d like to retain my apprentice 

championship. Next, if I happen to be in contention for the open 

title, I’d give it a go too, but I know I have a long road ahead of 

me. I am not yet at the level of the leading guys, but I am im-

proving. I watch guys like Anton Marcus and Bernard 

Fayd’Herbe, I look at their timing, their race-riding. I want to get 

to the next level.” 

 

Confident words from a young man who is 

likely to be doing more riding for Sean Tarry 

and perhaps even Mike de Kock in the new 

term, as he will be spending more time in 

Gauteng after completing his Academy Matric 

at the Summerveld Academy this November. 

 

Charles Ndlovu (13 winners), claimed his first 

Champion Work Riders’ Title, edging out  Joe 

Gwingwizha (10). 

 
The mother and daughter team of Mary Slack 

and Jessica Jell lifted their first Breeders’ Title 

in their second year of competing as a part-

nership under the Wilgerbosdrift/

Mauritzfontein banner, following a third place 

last year. Horses bred at the pair of farms 

included Rainbow Bridge, Cascapedia and 

many other top-level performers, who won 

129 races between them, banking just a 

shade short of R30-million. 

 

Former Champions Klawervlei and  

Summerhill, both in transitional phases,  

finished second and third respectively and are 

sure to lay on a challenge to the winning  

family next season.  

 

This will become an interesting race in the 

next several years as all three the leading 

contenders will be pushing out progeny from 

exciting new stallions, with Drakenstein Stud 

also in hot pursuit. 

 

“I am grateful to every buyer, owner, jockey, 

groom and horse that made this success  

possible to us,” Jessica Jell told Turf Talk. “I 

feel so lucky to have been a part of this  

wonderful team.” 

 

The leading thoroughbred in the land, by 

stakes, was three-year-old Hawwaam, who 

won six races, including three classics and 

notched R5,628,125 in prize money.  

 

Second was the older superstar Do It Again, 

with three big wins and R5,102,500 in stakes. 

A long-awaited clash between the two could 

be one of next season’s highlights. 

 

The exploits of Hawwaam helped Maine 

Chance Farms’ powerhouse Silvano to  

another National Sires Title ahead of the late, 

great Captain Al and Dynasty, another star 

lost to the industry last season. 

 

Querari (Two-year-olds), Jet Master 

(Broodmare Sire) and Captain Of All 

(Freshman), were other winners in the stallion 

division.  - Statistics drawn from NHA website.

—tt. 
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Thursday’s Home Truth…  

www.theideaoforder.com 
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At lunch with a good friend 

RUNNING Brave threatened to win a big one all season and 

last Saturday she finally did it— her usual gusty performance 

gave her a sweet victory in the Gr2 Kuda Gold Bracelet at 

Greyville. On her return to Johannesburg, said trainer Paul 

Matchett, she “dove straight into the manger” alongside her 

faithful companion, William Arufero. “William hasn’t been with 

our stable too long, but he’s looked after Running Brave from 

day one. They are best friends and they’ve travelled around 

the country together.” Matchett had an excellent 16th finish 

on  the 2018/19 log with 47 winners. 

A short injury break for Bernie 

ANOTHER who will probably be “Out To Lunch” a few more 

times than normal is popular jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe, who 

will be resting on doctor’s orders. He said: “A Medical check 

on Tuesday revealed signs of concussion, and as a  

precaution I have been booked off until August 28. It’s a 

shame to start the new season on the back foot, but you obvi-

ously can’t take any chances with head injuries. I’m just glad 

this was picked up now, before any further damage was done. 

See you all in September.” He enjoyed another Top 10 finish 

on the 2018/19 log with 88 winners, a strike rate of 19,4%, 

excellent considering he spent two months in Dubai. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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