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Guest column by Andrew Harrison 

Teach children lessons in handicapping 

MOST agree - government excluded - that South Africa 

faces a major crisis in the teaching of maths and  

science. But I think I have a fun solution, or at least an 

idea that may help, by following the ‘ponies’ as Damon 

Runyon would have it. 

 

Driving my daughter to school the other morning she 

asked me how many metres there were in a mile. 

“1600m” was my proudly quick response, “But why do 

you ask?” 

 

“It was a general knowledge question at school and no 

one knew the answer”. 

 

I pondered this and came to the conclusion that today’s 

children have had it easy when it comes to arithmetic, 

not maths, and the switch from the imperial to metric 

system was an example of the dumbing down of  

education. Being a journalist, I have not had much use, 

or for that matter any inclination, to learn ‘maths’ but I 

can add one and one. 

The word ‘Imperial’ may have had something to do with 

the switch – even the old Nat government was opposed 

to imperialism – but the more likely reason was that the 

metric system is easily understood and I must admit, 

probably more practical in the long run. 

However, tradition dies hard especially so in Eng-

land and the USA where the imperial system runs in 

tandem with the metric but where horse racing has 

stuck to tradition. 

 

Racing distances in England and Ireland are still 

measured in yards and furlongs and it is even more 

complicated for the modern-day youth in the USA 

where race callers refer to the “half-mile or quarter 

poles”.  

 

“They’ve run the mile in 96 and three fifths 

(seconds) …” 

 

Just why are there four inches in a hand?  Why are 

there 12 inches in a foot, three feet in a yard, 220 

yards in a furlong and eight furlongs in a mile? Why 

is a mile 1760 yards? 

 

Why are there 16 ounces to a pound, 14 pounds to 

a stone, 112 pounds in a hundred weight? Why are 

there two pints to a quart, four quarts to a gallon or 

for that matter six feet in a fathom and 66 fathoms 

in a chain? 

 

Time escaped the metric revolution. There are still 

60 seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in an hour, and 

24 hours in a day. Imagine 100 seconds in a  

minute, 100 minutes in an hour and 20 hrs in a day. 

The clockers-in in HR departments would have a 

field day – R10 docked for every 10 seconds late! 

Nothing ever gets added! 

 

The imperial measures make little modern sense 

but most, if not all have reference to something 

practical, be it distance, weight or depth rather than 

making it easy to do the arithmetic. That in its self is 

a fascinating subject but more importantly the odd 

measures got little brains working. 

 

So where was I? 

 

Oh! 

 

 In South Africa we call it following form, in America 

it’s called handicapping, the latter being the more 

appropriate description but for an innovative (to p2) 
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TEACH CHILDREN HANDICAPPING (FM p1) 
 
maths teacher battling indolence and disinterest, he 

or she can turn horse racing into a fascinating out-

door classroom - the outcome of races the answer to 

questions - or should that read ‘equations’ and 

‘educators’. 

 

Firstly, one would need to teach a few concepts such 

as weight (not mass!) equals lengths that vary over 

given distances and that time can also be factored 

in. Finishing times from two furlongs out to finish 

opposed to the time taken to run the entire race.  

 

There are various formulas that have been worked 

out by handicapping fundi's over centuries and very 

little has changed since Admiral Rous devised the 

Weight-for-Age scale back in the 1860’s. All this  

information is available in modern formguides. 

 

Once these concepts are imbedded the fun part 

starts and the formbook is turned into a maths  

textbook with the answers tangible and not worked 

out by the teacher. 

 

Children are allowed onto the race course these days 

but I would suggest that until all pupils have grasped 

the mathematical concepts of handicapping they are 

kept away from the track but can still judge their 

mathematical skills – read handicapping – by the 

results. 

 

With every race in this country on video and archived, 

teachers have ready and free access to past races 

and results and have no need to wait the 35 minutes 

or so between events. The teacher could also turn 

the races into a competition to find out the best 

handicappers. The final exams would be visits to the 

track proper.  

 

Although under 18’s are prohibited from betting, the 

teachers could supplement their salaries if they have 

taught their classes properly.  

 

I already hear cries of, “all you will be doing is  

teaching our children to gamble!” The fact is life is a 

gamble and it is what you make of it.  

 

Your child will not necessary be converted into a 

gambler but at least will be taught arithmetic and 

lateral thinking. In the same vein, if you are a beer 

drinker, you will know that 750ml bottles are still 

referred to as ‘quarts’ - the content not recommend-

ed for children.  - tt. (Andrew Harrison is Publishing 

Manager of Gold Circle). 

FOLLOWING a record breaking KZN Yearling Sale last 

week, Bloodstock South Africa was once again in the 

news at Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday –where 

BSA sold thoroughbreds not only captured four graded 

races on the card but also finished first and second in 

the G1 Vodacom Durban July. 

  

The Northfields Stud bred champion Do It Again was the 

star of the BSA show when he made history when he 

carried 60kgs to score a repeat win in Saturday’s R4.25 

million Vodacom Durban July. 

 

A four-year-old son of Twice Over, the Justin Snaith 

trained gelding stormed home under Richard Fourie to 

win the July for a second time in a row in front of a 

cheering crowd. 

 

Owned by Nick Jonsson, Bernard Kantor and the Estate 

of the late Jack Mitchell, Do It Again accounted for fellow 

BSA graduate, and the 2019 G1 Sun Met hero, Rainbow 

Bridge to provide Bloodstock South Africa with a clean 

sweep of the country’s most famous horse-race. 

  

Do It Again, whose historic win on Saturday took his 

earnings to over R8 000 000, was a R1 100 000 buy 

from the 2016 National Yearling Sale and his seven 

wins from only 13 starts include not only back to back 

wins in the G1 Vodacom Durban July, but also the 2019 

G1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and G1 Rising Sun Gold 

Challenge. 

  

Last season’s Equus Champion 3YO Gelding, Do It Again 

now looks a leading contender for the    (to page 4) 

Big July Day for BSA 

Nic Jonsson and Bernard Kantor with Do It Again 

(Richard Fourie. 
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2019 CTC Leaderboard 
 

THE intriguing entry HORSE CARE UNIT PIX 19 made it to the 

top of the leaderboard of the Charity Turf Challenge with a 

total of 285, putting 9 points between himself and the 

longstanding leaders, DRILL THEM 19 and NEIL MOODLEY 6.  

 

In the countdown t the Elan Gold Cup on 26 July, we will look 

at possible outcomes once the final fields have been de-

clared. The top ten standings is  currently: 

 

 

1 Horse Care Unit Pix 19                285 

 

2 Drill Them 19                                276 

 

  Neil Moodley 6                              276 

 

4 Sam2213                                      275 

 

5 RICK1                                            274 

 

  Shivi3ZN16                                     274 

 

7 The Duke 004                               268 

 

   HATEYA                                           268 

 

   Pilsudski9                                       268 

 

10 Ciceroy Guyan                              265  

 

BSA GRADS (fm p2) 

 
title of Horse Of The Year. Yet another BSA grad-

uate to pick up a G1 race on Saturday was the 

Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein bred 3-year-old 

filly Celtic Sea who downed an outstanding field 

of fillies to win the G1 Jonsson Workwear Gar-

den Province Stakes in the style of a top-class 

filly.  

 

One of three graded feature race winners on the 

day for trainer Sean Tarry and jockey Lyle Hewit-

son, the Beck owned Celtic Sea powered home 

to down Horse Of The Year Oh Susanna by just 

under a length, with multiple G1 winner, and 

fellow BSA graduate, Snowdance, back in third 

spot.  

 

Celtic Sea was a R325 000 buy from the 2017 

National Yearling Sale. Her win on Saturday took 

her earnings to over R2 000 000.  

 

Celtic Sea’s stablemate, the brilliant G1 winning 

2yo Eden Roc, was another BSA graduate to 

impress on Saturday when he captured the G2 

Durban Golden Horseshoe for owner Chris Van 

Niekerk and breeders Varsfontein Stud. Eden 

Roc (Var-Townsend) was a R340 000 buy from 

last year’s National Yearling Sale. 

 

The Tobie Spies trained G2 Zulu Kingdom Ex-

plorer Golden Slipper winner Cockney Pride 

(bred by the Ambiance Stud) was a R150 000 

buy from last year’s National 2-Y-O Sale.  - BSA. 

INFAMOUS Fox wins the Engen Performance Stakes. 

Big weight couldn't stop 

this good horse! 
WELL-placed throughout the running of the Listed Engen  

Performance Stakes over 1600m on July Day at Greyville,  

Infamous Fox ranged up along the far side running rail and 

finished powerfully to win in the hands of MJ Byleveld.  

This was an eighth career success or Ralphs Racing’s four-

year-old and trainer Candice Dawson has handled his career  

particularly well. 

“He was the best horse in the race, he’s a big 

horse and we had discussions whether to put 

him in the July or the Consolation. But this was 

the right race, we knew he could carry weight 

and that the horses at the bottom of the handi-

cap would have to be good to beat him. He ran 

just off Undercover Agent so the form was 

there,” said Byleveld. 

 

“Infamous Fox always hung in, but from the 

inside draw I kept him on the fence. There  

wasn't a big gap but he went trough it, he was 

brave.” 

 

Dawson said: “He carried 52kg last year and 

62kg this year, so we’re very proud of this bit, 

he’s done it all for us, really. “We thought we 

could go for something bigger but this race 

presented itself and he was well at the time. So 

we decided to give it another crack. Thanks to 

MJ, he gets on very well with Infamous Fox, an 

to Katherine and Lindsay for their support,” 

she added. 

 

Infamous Fox is a son of Foxwedge, the Gr1 

winning son of Fastnet Rock who stands at 

Woodside Park Stud near Melbourne. He’s 

banked over R720,000.  -tt. 
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JOHN McCririck, flamboyant presenter from centre of the betting ring. 

Big Mac’s racing career spanned over four decades 

JOHN McCririck, who has died aged 79, was one of the pioneers of an abrasive, in-your-face, style of television 

broadcasting which was provocative, challenging and entertaining to many. His loud, misogynist manner  

offended some viewers, but enabled him to become the best-known and most discussed individual in horse  

racing. 

As the face of male chauvinism, he was hired regularly 

by TV producers to appear in light entertainment and 

lifestyle programmes such as Celebrity Big Brother, 

Wife Swap, Loose Women and The Weakest Link. But 

his great love, and most significant source of income, 

remained horse racing, and, despite a claim by his long

-suffering wife, Jenny (nicknamed “the Booby” by her 

husband), that “John won’t get out of bed for less than 

£1,500”, he was content, in later years, to cover an 

evening race meeting on satellite TV for a few hundred 

pounds. 

 

For many years, bedecked in an Old Harrovian blazer, 

or a swirling cape and deerstalker hat, his act (for that 

is what it was) was a blend of Peter Wilson (the journal-

ist known as “the Man They Can’t Gag”) and the race-

course tipster Prince Monolulu, whose trademark cry of 

“I gotta horse” resonated around racecourse enclo-

sures during the postwar period. McCririck’s race-

course diatribe, accompanied by tic-tac hand signals, 

invariably attracted a pied-piper following of camera-

seeking and often inebriated racegoers. 

 

His career faltered in 2008, when Channel 4 Racing 

reduced his appearances, to McCririck’s annoyance 

and frustration. Still his popularity remained buoyant in 

the US, where his visits invariably included  

contributions to ESPN’s coverage of the Breeders’ Cup 

race meeting. Unhappily, one broadcast in 2009 

proved disastrous, when he decried the chances of two 

well-fancied runners, Conduit and Zenyatta, both of 

which won. 

When, in 2012, Channel 4 announced that McCririck 

would no longer be part of its presenting team, he 

claimed ageism at an employment tribunal. He lost, 

with a ruling that McCririck’s “persona ... style of 

dress, attitudes, opinions and tic-tac gestures” were 

“unpalatable to a wider potential audience”. 

 

McCririck was born in Surbiton, Surrey, and educated 

at Victoria College, Jersey, where his parents devel-

oped property, and Harrow school in London. He 

spoke rarely, if ever, about his parents – his father 

died in the mid-1950s – and refused to acknowledge 

his age or date of birth, flying into a tantrum if wished 

a happy birthday. 

 

While his star remained in the ascendant in television, 

his associates became concerned at the effect of the 

on-course bookmaking environment on his personal 

betting transactions. In March 1984 the Star  

newspaper’s front page carried the headline “TV Star’s 

Gambling Debts”. The essence of the story was that 

bookmakers were writing off massive gambling debts 

in return for publicity. 

McCririck sued for libel and won six-figure damages. 

His creditors were satisfied and McCririck reined in his 

betting. Despite now earning substantial sums through 

broadcasting and public appearances, he maintained 

a low profile in his personal life. He is survived by his 

wife, Jenny, of 48 years, He will have a private funeral.

—Julian Wilson/The Guardian. 
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Not too bad after all... 

MIKE de Kock in conversation with Dr Roehann Sutherland, 

the veterinarian who had no choice but to scratch July  

favourite Hawwaam seconds before the start of the big race 

on Saturday. “I’m glad he did,” said De Kock. “Hawwaam was 

clearly lame after he reared up in the pens and Dr Roehann 

did what was required. We’ll live to fight another day.”  

Hawwaam and Barahin are returning to Johannesburg, a  

decision will be made on whether to come back to Durban 

again for the Champion Stakes on 27 July. 

ZODWA Wabantu was voted “Worst Dressed” at Saturday’s 

Durban July. “The reality TV star's look is rather hard to  

critique because, in order for one to critique someone's outfit, 

that person actually has to be wearing one,” noted the Sunday 

Times. 

Hello Africa, tell me how you’re doing! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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