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BJORN Nielsen and Frankie Dettori alongside champion stayer, Stradivarius. (Racing TV). 

Sea Cottage started it all for Bjorn Nielsen 
BJORN Nielsen, owner-breeder of staying superstar Stradivarius, was born and raised in Cape Town.  

As a child in the mid-1960s, he used to listen to  

thoroughbred races on the radio, as there was no tele-

vision in South Africa at the time. One of the horses he 

would hear about a lot was Sea Cottage, who would 

turn out to be the one of the most famous  

thoroughbreds in South African history. 

 

Sea Cottage sparked in Nielsen an interest in  

thoroughbred racing that has lasted to the present day. 

When his family moved to Epsom Downs in England, he  

finally had the opportunity to see the kind of horses he 

had heard so much about on the radio. 

 

Nielsen lived close to the Epsom Downs Racecourse 

and would visit before the great Derby days and watch 

the contenders take their final spins. These were the 

days of famous trainer Vincent O’Brien, trainer Noel 

Murless, and jockey Lester Piggott. 

 

“Being in Epsom I saw the horses most days walking 

around town, it was a much bigger training centre back 

then. I used to go to the Downs the day before the 

Derby and see Vincent O’Brien and Lester Piggott—

they’d take the horses for a stretch around Tattenham 

Corner in those days.” 

 

Ever since Nielsen began breeding thoroughbreds, his 

goal has been to breed the winner of the Derby. He 

said: “There’s more history and more talk about the 

Derby than any other race so that’s why I’ve always 

been focused on it.  

 

“The whole Pattern system is really built around the 

Epsom Derby. There are plenty of other great races to 

win but that is the race to win, that’s my focus. For me 

it’s still the greatest race. It used to be that you won 

the Derby and then as a 4-year-old you’d try to win the 

Gold Cup. Obviously times have changed but it would 

be great to see that again.” 

 

Despite his future accomplishments as a thoroughbred 

breeder, that wasn’t Nielsen’s original career path. He 

actually started out as a trader on the Commodity  

Exchange in New York, a job that he is still   (to page 2) 
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BJORN NIELSEN (fm p1) 

 

involved in today. 

 

In the early 1990s, Nielsen decided to follow his child-

hood interest in racing, and he began buying  

racehorses. He quickly realized that it was difficult to 

find horses with the type of pedigrees he desired, and 

so, the solution was to breed thoroughbreds himself. 

 

After studying pedigrees and learning how to breed 

successful thoroughbreds, Nielsen would eventually 

buy the mare My Branch at the Tattersalls December 

Sale in 2002, as well as her daughter Tante Rose the 

following year. My Branch and her offspring would turn 

out to be key parts of Nielsen’s horse family. 

 

Throughout his career in thoroughbred breeding, 

Nielsen’s favourite part has been trying to determine 

what mating is going to give a mare he owns the best 

chance of producing a champion. His most successful 

racehorses, in chronological order, have been  

Assessor, Tante Rose, Masked Marvel, and now the 

mighty Stradivarius. 

 

These four have all been Group I winners, with Masked 

Marvel having provided Nielsen with his one Classic 

success in the 2011 St. Leger.  

 

Today, Nielsen lives in Palm Beach, Florida, but he 

spends a good amount of time in England during the 

Flat Racing Season. He mostly travels around to see 

the family and horses. 

 

Many of his horses are stabled in England where they 

are managed by three different trainers – Ed Walker, 

Roger Charlton, and John Gosden. Ed Walker trains for 

Nielsen and other owners at Kingsdown in Lambourn, 

England. 

 

Nielsen also invested in South African thoroughbreds 

at the Cape Premier Yearling Sale earlier this year, and 

his runners will be going into training with Justin 

Snaith.  - extracts from Saratoga.com 

Jockey’s title race going 

right down to the wire 
 

WHO will win the jockeys’ championship 

could well come down to the final race of the 

final meeting which takes place on the  

Greyville Polytrack on Wednesday. 

 

With racing being washed out at Kenilworth 

on Tuesday, defending champion Lyle  

Hewitson holds the advantage as he goes 

into the meeting two winners clear of Muzi 

Yeni. 

 

What this pair of jockeys has done has turned 

a mundane midweek meeting into a  

captivating colourful contest. 

 

The first concern is the weather. We would 

hate for a downpour to put paid to an exciting 

end to the season but according to the 

weather report, while light showers are  

expected, it appears there will not be enough 

to disrupt the meeting. 

 

Based on the bookmakers’ betting, Hewitson 

should have a slight edge but Yeni does have 

a couple of decent rides to challenge for the 

title. Should they both finish on the same 

total, the title will be shared.  - TAB News. 

Phumelela puts the squeeze on PP 
 

JSE-listed Phumelela Gaming and Leisure on Tuesday 30 July 

won a court interdict preventing Public Protector Busisiwe 

Mkhwebane’s wide-ranging remedial action on the horse racing 

industry from being implemented while her report is taken on 

judicial review. 

 
Phumelela accuses the public protector of failing to follow a fair 

process and violating the separation of powers doctrine,  

essentially making the same legal errors she was slammed for 

by the courts for her investigation into the apartheid Bankorp 

bailout involving the SA Reserve Bank and Absa. 

 

“The final report is the product of fatal procedural irregularities 

and is riddled with material errors of law, material errors of fact, 

the reliance upon irrelevant considerations, the failure to have 

regard to relevant considerations and actions which exceed the 

scope of the public protector’s powers,” charged Phumelela 

CEO John Stuart in his affidavit. 

 

Fresh off the Constitutional Court ruling that Mkhwebane  

personally pay 15% of the Reserve Bank’s legal costs,  

Phumelela is calling for the public protector to personally pay 

25% of any legal costs ordered against her office.  

 

“Her cavalier disregard for what she describes as 

‘technicalities’ has resulted in her, once again, prescribing to 

Parliament and the provincial legislatures how they should  

exercise their legislative autonomy in direct breach of the  

principle of separation of powers and division of legislative 

competence,” Stuart said.   - Daily Maverick. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masked_Marvel_(horse)
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WIN BED & BREAKFAST 

FOR TWO AT MULTIPLE 

AWARD-WINNING   

HARTFORD HOUSE 

WIN A ONE-NIGHT, MIDWEEK STAY 
FOR TWO AT GLORIOUS HARTFORD 

HOUSE IN MOOI RIVER, KZN  
MIDLANDS 

Prize includes bed and breakfast and is 
worth R6,000. 

HOW TO WIN: 

 

Send your name, details and the mail  

address of ONE new subscriber to:  

editor@turftalk.co.za.  

 

Kindly ensure your new subscriber is not 

already on our list, and that they are aware 

of being added. Closing date is 31 July. 

Judges decision final. No correspondence 

entered into. There is no hat, so winner will 

decided by random choice, with name 

probably drawn from a glass bowl. 

SEE WHERE YOU MAY BE GOING... 
http://www.hartford.co.za/  

Tip a hat to  

beautiful 

beast 
 

IF Hat Puntano 

(left), is going to 

produce foals as 

stunning as him-

self, he is set for a 

good career at 

stud. The son of 

champion miler 

Hat Trick was let 

out for viewing at 

Summerhill Stud 

on Tuesday. 

(Candiese 

Marnewick). 

KEVIN Shea is the 2019 Gold Circle Racing Masters Golf  

Champion, snapped here with event organiser, Desiree Heine. 

Shea wins golfing’s ‘battle of jocks’ 
 

WITH trainers, racing officials and bloodstock agents fading away 

tamely on Day Two of the Gold Circle Racing Masters at the Wild 

Coast, former jockeys Kevin Shea, Patrick McGivern and Kenny 

Michel (zero to do all day but play golf) battled it out for the Green 

Jacket. It was Shea who prevailed in a close finish, racking up 68 

points for the Two Day Contest, the chasing pair on 67. Last 

year’s winner, Anthony Le Seur, presented the Jacket to Shea, 

who croaked at breakfast today:  “I’ve tried for 10 years, I am very 

chuffed to have won!” 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za.
http://www.hartford.co.za/
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RATHMOR Stud reported the first foal born at the Midlands 

farm this season, a produce of Linngari and Awesome Beauty. 

Not mentioned was whether it’s a colt or a filly, but it is a  

Pretty Young Thing all the same. 

We want to love you… PYT! 

AUSTRALIA’s Georgia Connolly will fly the flag in the 2019 

Magnolia Cup (1100m) at Glorious Goodwood on Thursday 

night (AEST). In what is a chance to showcase amateur riders 

at one of racing's great carnivals, the Magnolia Cup is run and 

won for a cause - raising money for Britain-based health chari-

ty 'Wellbeing of Women'. Connolly, an accomplished equestri-

an eventer, will ride one of the George Baker-trained horses in 

the field of 12, although final jockey allocation is still to come.  

Connolly, a Victoria Racing Club ambassador, has received 

tutelage from the likes of Gai Waterhouse, Matt Cumani,  

Jason Warren, Darren Gauci and Ben Melham ahead of her 

bid to make a dashing race debut in the saddle. "After months 

of preparation I am so excited to saddle up tomorrow for the 

Magnolia Cup and am so proud to be involved in raising funds 

for Wellbeing of Women, a very worthy cause," Connolly said.  

"I am deeply grateful for the support of the Victoria Racing 

Club. I’ve spent the past 10 days getting to know the horses 

in George Baker's stable at Robins Farm . 

Georgia’s a peach of a rider 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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