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Frankie Dettori and Enable (left); Dame Darcey Bussell as 

Manon in Ballet of the same name - fit and strong.  

Sport and Art In One 
SPORT and art can generate tears from the most stoic of humans. 

I’ll wager that not many readers are ballet fans, much 

as you would be thrilled if you gave yourselves the 

chance. 

 

Question: who are the fittest people in the world?  

 

Answer: ballet dancers. Knowing that a great ballerina 

has been battling with or somehow coping with this or 

that injury to foot or leg, yet performs physical and  

artistic feats on a stage to take the breath away adds 

much to the gasps of an audience. 

 

Some years ago, my wife and I took a stoic couple for 

their first ballet. (If you want to try this yourself then 

get hold of a video of the ballet Manon. It is less about 

tutus and the corps de ballet than are the wonderful 

Swan Lake and Giselle – often the recommendations 

for a first viewing - and is more earthy and real). 

The stoic couple – owners of a 500 acre historic stud 

farm in Ireland, she South African he Anglo-Irish, more 

on the stiff upper lip Anglo side - sat in the best seats 

to see Dame Darcey Bussell as Manon.  

 

In the last act when Manon and Des Grieux are  

expiring, lost in the desert near New Orleans, Manon 

leaps high and falls in a dying fall. Darcey B made it 

seem that she fell from that height slowly, more slowly 

than gravity would dictate. The riveted Opera House 

audience sucked in its collective breath and the  

orchestra did the rest. 

 

After the long curtain calls, that ballerina being a  

national heroine and the entire ensemble having been 

brilliant, neither of the stoic couple could speak. One 

was in bits, along with many others. The stiff-upper-lip 

chap was transfixed and took over half an hour to be 

able to utter a word.                                     (to page 2) 
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GRUNDY beats Bustino in The Race of the Century, 44 years ago. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 
So much for art. What about sport?  

 

You can talk about Rugby World Cups (and I do, Cymru 

am byth), Cricket World Cups (just won one of those 

with high emotion), impossible Olympic gymnastics, 

going bonkers in an athletics stadium and getting  

promotion from one football division to another. We 

are wrung out with emotion. 

 

But the world stops and stares – as if at Darcey  

Bussell falling slowly from a height – when half a ton of 

glorious thoroughbred racehorse strains every sinew in 

an exhibition of power, balance, resolution and bravery 

the like of which is not matched on any other sports 

field. 

 

So it was with ENABLE. Now. don’t worry.  I am not  

going to go on and on repeating what you already 

know. You have perhaps read it already in Turf Talk’s 

publication yesterday http://www.turftalk.co.za/enable

-prevails-in-ascot-thriller/ 

 

But this is about the tears.  

 

On 11th December 2017, this publication offered the 

David Allan Column THE RACE OF THE CENTURY 

https://www.allanbloodlines.com/project/the-race-of-

the-century-turf-talk/ 

 

It was. It has been mentioned a thousand times since 

the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Diamond 

Stakes on Saturday at Ascot. Brough Scott – on that 

ITV broadcasting that we discussed a month or so ago 

right here – was wheeled out as the septuagenarian 

guru who has seen it all to pronounce on the incredible 

– and I mean incredible – battle up the hill between 

ENABLE and the wonderful CRYSTAL OCEAN. 

 

The RACE OF THE CENTURY still is - the race of THAT 

century. As they shout on the street corners, READ ALL 

ABA’T IT ! on the link above. But Brough thought, and 

pondered, and concluded “the best race he had ever 

seen”. 

 

The runners on Saturday demonstrated all that is great 

about mile and a half racing. Every commentator and 

journalist made the same remark about Dettori having 

Plan A, changing to Plan B, then C and actually D with 

the draw at Ascot plus the tactics of the other world 

class runners making life difficult for that other  

national heroine ENABLE, all the while powering along 

at a seriously strong pace. 

 

Knowing what we were seeing. Knowing that CRYSTAL 

OCEAN was the current Longines Best Racehorse in 

the World. Knowing that Frankie had made several 

attempts to avoid going round Swinley Bottom three or 

four wide, thus having to come from farther back and 

alarm trainer John Gosden by going earlier on the hill.  

 

Seeing that he was not using his whip. We and anyone 

watching stood and screamed. 

 

He did head her at one point. Didn’t he? She – again 

with no need for the whip – said “Screw that” and 

fought back, pushing on ever more strongly with a 48 

year old in the saddle who was a bag of nerves  

beforehand trusting her now just as he had been en-

trusted with her. 

 

Exhilarated yet humbled by the magnificent creature 

whom he was driving.                                    (to page 3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/enable-prevails-in-ascot-thriller/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/enable-prevails-in-ascot-thriller/
https://www.allanbloodlines.com/project/the-race-of-the-century-turf-talk/
https://www.allanbloodlines.com/project/the-race-of-the-century-turf-talk/
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Enable and Crystal Ocean in a modern-day battle (Sporting Life). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

As they crossed the line, with CRYSTAL OCEAN as bold 

in the records as was BUSTINO going down to GRUNDY 

in a similarly titanic battle on the same sward 44 years 

ago, the supremely knowledgeable and huge Ascot 

crowd – far more knowledgeable than a Royal Ascot 

crowd  - frightened the gods with its roar and then in 

many cases sank – or at least stood still- all wrung out 

and spent. 

 

In this writer’s case, hand across mouth to stop the 

noise of sobbing, control was difficult as those tears 

flowed. Soon, there was no point in the hand, so many 

others were in the same state of “in bits”. 

 

ENABLE of course is a heroine of terrestrial television, 

not limited to DSTV equivalents i.e. Sky or Virgin  

Media. Mind you, I commend to you both the excellent 

ITV and the Attheraces commentaries – both well 

worth a listen on replay. “That was a horse race!”. 

 

ENABLE is known “far and wide”. Her heart must be 

massive. Her ears are enormous. And for the  

statisticians in this brilliant digital age of knowing  

everything, she has defeated 43 other Group 1 win-

ners so far – some of the 43 several times over. 

 

FRANKEL defeated 24. SEA THE STARS, whom many 

rank alongside FRANKEL because he did it at a mile 

and a half as well, defeated 18. Yes ENABLE is 5 now, 

but she only raced thrice at 4 and twice at 5 so far, 

winning 9 Group 1s along the way. 

 

Question: how to market racing more broadly?  

Answer: concentrate on the emotions.  Sport and Art. 

In one.  - tt. 

Gosden’s plans for star mare 
 

THERE might be just one race left in Enable’s career, 

following what seemed a significant hint from John 

Gosden that the great mare may not run again before 

the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe in October. 

 

The Newmarket trainer reported early signs are she is 

recovering well from Saturday’s King George, in which 

she prevailed after a thrilling struggle with Crystal 

Ocean, but it must have been a taxing race on  

rain-softened ground. This may induce caution in her  

connections as to how she is campaigned for the rest 

of the year. 

 

The established plan before Saturday had been for 

Enable to run at York next month in either the  

Yorkshire Oaks or the Juddmonte International. The 

incentives to take her there include the fact her owner, 

Prince Khalid Abdullah, sponsors the International and 

his spokesman, Lord Grimthorpe, is the chairman of 

York racecourse. But all parties agree the key aim is to 

try to make her the first horse to win the Arc for a third 

time. 

 

 “She’ll tell us what she wants to do,” Gosden said on 

Racing TV on Sunday morning. “She’s very expressive. 

We talked about it, with Teddy Grimthorpe as well, 

whether we go to York or whether we just go straight to 

the Arc. We’ll start making those decisions next week. 

 

“I think the key thing is whether she goes to York or 

whether we do the other thing, just freshen her up, and 

she runs well fresh, and bring her up to the Arc without 

having taken any risks in going anywhere else.”  

- The Guardian. 
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WIN BED & BREAKFAST 

FOR TWO AT MULTIPLE 

AWARD-WINNING  

HARTFORD HOUSE 

WIN A ONE-NIGHT, MIDWEEK STAY 
FOR TWO AT GLORIOUS HARTFORD 

HOUSE IN MOOI RIVER, KZN  
MIDLANDS 

Prize includes bed and breakfast and is 
worth R6,000. 

HOW TO WIN: 

 

Send your name, details and the mail  

address of ONE new subscriber to:  

editor@turftalk.co.za.  

 

Kindly ensure your new subscriber is not 

already on our list, and that they are aware 

of being added. Closing date is 31 July. 

Judges decision final. No correspondence 

entered into. There is no hat, so winner will 

decided by random choice, with name 

probably drawn from a glass bowl. 

SEE WHERE YOU MAY BE GOING... 
http://www.hartford.co.za/  

AFRICAN Warrior wins the KZZ Yearling Sale Million.  

BSA graduates shine on Super Saturday 
 

BLOODSTOCK South Africa sold thoroughbreds stole the show at 

Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday, when they won four graded 

races on Super Saturday’s impressive card, with another BSA  

graduate, Sunset Eyes, landing the Listed Epol Umngeni Handicap 

on Saturday. 

 

The Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein bred Rainbow Bridge con-

firmed his status as one of the best racehorses currently in South 

Africa when he won the G1 World Sports Betting Champions Cup 

on Saturday. 

 

Second, to fellow BSA graduate Do It Again, in the recent G1 

Vodacom Durban July, the talented four-year-old made it win  

number seven, from only 12 outings, when downing Equus  

Champion, and multiple G1 winner Soqrat, by just under half a 

length in Saturday’s R1 000 000. 

 

Ridden to victory by Richard Fourie (now unbeaten in four starts on 

Rainbow Bridge), Rainbow Bridge is trained by Eric Sands and now 

races in the colours of Mike and Norma Rattray. 

 

An impressive winner of the G1 Sun Met earlier this season,  Rain-

bow Bridge took his earnings to over R5 000 000 on Saturday, 

with the promise of plenty more to come! 

 

Now a five time graded stakes winner, Rainbow Bridge (Ideal World

- Halfway To Heaven) was a R300 000 buy from the 2016 National 

Yearling Sale. 

 

Trainer Dean Kannemeyer looks to have a really classy 2yo in his 

care, in the form of the Boland Stud bred African Warrior. 

 

The latter, a R100 000 buy from the 2018 KZN Yearling Sale, 

made it win number four, from just six starts, when   (to page 6) 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za.
http://www.hartford.co.za/
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BSA GRADUATES SHINE (fm p5) 

 

when running strongly to land the G2 Haval Motors 

South Africa Umkhomazi Stakes over 1200m on  

Saturday. 

 

African Warrior, who had won the KZN Yearling Sale last 

time out, has now earned R1 032 375 and is yet anoth-

er great advertisement for the quality of horse sold at 

the KZN Sale. 

 

A first G2 winner for the Maine Chance Farms based 

Equus Champion Vercingetorix (currently South Africa’s 

Leading First Crop Sire by stakes), African Warrior, also 

victorious in this season’s G3 Godolphin Barb Stakes, 

races for the DK Racing Syndicate, who have clearly had 

a lot of fun with this very talented gelding. 

 

Promising filly Montreal Mist picked up her first feature 

race win when scoring a 0.6 of a length win, over  

stablemate Spiritofthegroove, in the G2 Gagasi FM  

Debutante Stakes for trainer Sean Tarry, jockey Gavin 

Lerena, and owners Mary Slack and Michael Javett. 

 

A first graded stakes winner for ill-fated Equus Champi-

on Soft Falling Rain, the Clifton Stud bred Montreal Mist 

has now won three of only seven starts with her feature 

race win pushing her earnings to R429 625. 

 

The well-bred Montreal Mist, a R700 000 purchase 

from the 2018 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale, 

is out of the Var sired Bauhinia Handicap winner Esterel, 

and she is from the immediate family of Irish  

Derby winning sire Jack Hobbs.  - BSA. 

Captain Al’s presence felt 
 

NOT for the first time this season, progeny of 

Klawervlei Stud’s late, great sire CAPTAIN AL (Al Mufti) 

dominated the finish to a major G1 race in South  

Africa. 

 

Following his daughters CELTIC SEA and  

SNOWDANCE’s efforts in finishing first and third in the 

recent G1 Jonsson Workwear Garden Province 

Stakes, Captain Al was responsible for the first,  

second and fourth place finishers in Saturday’s G1  

Mercury Sprint. 

 

His outstanding four-year-old son KASIMIR beat  

Captain Al’s multiple G1 winning daughter Celtic Sea 

into second, with another multiple G1 winning  

daughter of Captain Al, Snowdance, finishing fourth. 

 

Bred by the Drakenstein Stud, and trained by Justin 

Snaith (who also trains Snowdance), Kasimir stamped 

himself as the leading candidate for the Equus Award 

of Champion Sprinter by storming home to get up 

close home and score a half-length win in the  

R1 000 000 Mercury Sprint. 

 

Ridden to victory on Saturday by Richard Fourie,  

Kasimir races for owners Messrs Drew & Kantor in 

partnership with Mesdames Doyle, Nagle, and Paul 

Shanahan. 

 

His win in the Mercury Sprint, took Kasimir’s tally of 

wins to seven, with the gelding’s previous scores in-

cluding victories in the G1 Betting World Cape Flying 

Championship, G2 Cape Merchants and G2 Khaya 

Stables Diadem Stakes earlier this season. His win on 

Saturday took Kasimir’s earnings to R3 250 875. 

 

Remarkably, Mercury Sprint runner Celtic Sea is an-

other with strong Equus Awards claims –the 

Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein bred sophomore is 

surely the leading contender for the title of Champion 

3YO Filly for 2018-2019, having won more Grade 1 

races this season than any other three-year-old filly in 

the land. 

 

Captain Al, whose 2015 G1 Mercury Sprint winning 

son CAPTAIN OF ALL has made a fantastic start with 

his first 2yo runners this season, had another  

memorable season in 2018-2019 with his other  

notable performers including such graded stakes win-

ners as MISS FLORIDA, ONE WORLD, UNDERCOVER 

AGENT. He has been responsible for more individual 

black type winners than any other South African sire 

in 2018-2019.  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

The long and long of it 

DEREK Watts and Warren Lenferna must be South  

Africa’s tallest TV presenters. Derek, a guest at  

Greyville on Saturday, asked for a photo with our Gold 

Circle man. 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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THURSDAY 25 JULY 2019 

SEVERAL Breeders, owners, trainers and 
members of the public were introduced to 
the Klawervlei stallions last Thursday at 
a function that included drinks and 
lunch.  WAYNE MARKS filed some photos of 
the occasion. 

POMODORO 

WILLIAM LONGSWORD 
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TWICE OVER 
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CAPTAIN OF ALL 
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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ARE YOU A GOOD TIPSTER? 

Come and Prove It Here! 

WE’re giving readers the opportunity of proving their 

tipping skills. Impress us. Send us your four selections 

for each Race, in order of preference, for any of next 

week’s midweek local meetings. Choose either  

Kenilworth Tuesday, Greyville Wednesday or Vaal Thurs-

day, make sure your selections reach us by 10am on 

those race days.  No prizes yet ,  but  

bragging rates if you do well and a chance of getting 

your tips published more often, and establishing  

yourself. Please help out, we’re on the canvas, punch 

drunk! Send selections to editor@turftalk.co.za. The first 

two sets of selections received will be published, rest 

will be monitored.  - tt. 

Well done to Kathryn Ralphs and Chris Santos for  

tipping four winners at Greyville Saturday, including her 

own horse Alibi Guy, 8-1 shot Sunset Eyes and a few 

others in their first four. By comparison equal to some 

of the best other weekend tipsters on national  

publications. Look forward to more! 

Talk about titanic battles 
 

THE race to be crowned champion jockey between 

Lyle Hewitson (216 winners) and Muzi Yeni (213  

winners) will probably only be settled on Wednesday 

at Greyville, the last race meeting of the season. 

 

While these two are in a titanic battle, they only  

managed to ride a combined two winners from Friday 

until Sunday. 

 

Neither managed to add to their tally on Friday at  

Fairview, while Yeni managed one win on Saturday at 

Greyville and one on Sunday at Turffontein. 

 

In what was undoubtedly a frustrating day for  

Hewitson, the defending champion, scored four  

second places on Saturday. 

 

Hewitson is fully booked for the remaining three race 

meetings (25 races) while Yeni will be mounting up 22 

times over the next three days.—Danie Toerien/TAB 

News 

Deacon’s entry wins CTC 
 
DURBAN businessman Raymond Deacon’s HORSE 

CARE UNIT PIX 19 is this year’s winning entry of the 

Charity Turf Challenge on 334 points, earning the 

winner’s prize of R75 000. 

 

Deacon, who owned a share of 2009 Vodacom  

Durban July wit Big City Life, told Turf Talk: “I had 

about R3,000 worth of entries and I’ve entered one 

for Horse Care Unit every year for the last 10 years. I 

will be donating R15,000 of my winnings to the local 

Horse Care Unit.” 

 

Deacon said his big points earners were Do It Again 

and Rainbow Bridge and that Celtic Sea was his ace  

selection in the winning entry. 

 

Second placed SHIVI3ZN 16 needed SOQRAT to get 

the better of RAINBOW BRIDGE to storm ahead of the 

winner, but failed by a small margin in a game of if, 

buts and maybes!  

 

SHIVI3ZN 16 takes home a tidy R25 000. MAYEN 

2045 was third on 326 points, only one behind 

SHIVI3ZN 16. Under the new prize money structure, 

this year CTC paid out to seventh place – see below 

for the top seven place-getters: 

 

1.  HORSE CARE UNIT PIX 19 (334) – R75 000 

2. SHIVI3ZN 16 (327) – R25 000 

3. MAYEN 2045 (326) – R15 000 

4. PILSUDSKI 9 (325) – R10 000 

5. JAMIE 3 (320) – R7 500 

7. SAM 2213 (317) – R3 750 

7. RICK 1 (317) – R3 750 

RAYMOND Deacon (left), with Vodacom representative 

after the 2009 Durban July. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za.
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After the field settled down it was Sunshine Silk that 

made the running ahead of Flichity By Farr, Secret 

Potion and Dark Moon Rising who moved through on 

the back straight to take the lead. Jockey Keagan de 

Melo began a planned hijacking of the race in  

drawing clear of the field to lead by about five lengths 

as the field turned for home.  

 

At one stage it appeared he might have stolen the 

race but Dynasty’s Blossom went in pursuit and  

together with Dawn Assault and favourite Doublemint 

slowly reeled Dark Moon Rising in as the Ideal World 

gelding finally succumbed to the gutsy effort. 

 

Juglall said after the race that former jockey Glen Hatt 

had given him some advice on how to ride the filly in 

this particular race which he had won in the past and 

that had helped him. 

DYNASTY’s Blossom produced a well-timed run to win the 2019 Gold Cup (Gold Circle). 

The eLAN Gold Cup was well won by the Joey Ramsden-trained Dynasty filly Dynasty’s Blossom that had run  

second in the Gold Vase on Vodacom Durban July Day. Under Mauritian jockey Nooresh Juglall, she proved too 

good for outsider Made To Conquer and favourite Doublemint. 

Hatt’s advice wins Gold Cup for Juglall 

“Dynasty’s Blossom has only really come into her own in 

Durban,” said trainer Joey Ramsden, who last won the 

Gold Cup in 2004 with Major Bluff. I always knew she 

had a Group race I her, it’s a pity it’s not a Group 1, but I 

do understand why it’s not. Thanks to e-Lan for their  

sponsorship.” 

 

Consigned by Highlands Farm, Dynasty’s Blossom was 

knocked down to the Mayfair Speculators/Coolmore/

Maine Chance Farms partnership for R4,5 million at the 

2016 Cape Premier Yearling Sale – where she topped 

the charts on Day 2.  

 

She is out of the Danehill Dancer sired Gr3 Final Fling 

Stakes winner Crimson Blossom, who won seven races 

from 1200m to 2000m. Her fourth dam, Delsy, pro-

duced Gr1 Prix du Jockey Club winner and leading sire 

Darshaan.  - extracts from Gold Circle media release. 
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JAMES Goodman and companion Sandra De Oliviera,  

preparing for the start of Monday’s Gold Circle Racing  

Masters Golf Tournament at the Wild Coast, also featuring the 

likes of Mike de Kock, Johannes van der Linden, Grant 

Knowles, Graeme Hawkins and other “usual suspects”.  In 

this pic Mr Goofman sports a size 42B man-bra under his T-

shirt, the result of three chins pushing down on a sagging 

chest. “I haven’t played golf for several months, that’s where 

the extra condition comes from,” Goofman explained. He’s 

one of the tournament favourites every year, though bookies 

will be expanding his odds somewhat this year, needing the 

run! 

Ante-post fave short of gallop 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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