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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  THURSDAY 25 JULY 2019 

HARTFORD House: Jewel of the Midlands. 

Spend a night at glorious Hartford House 
WE break away from the norm today with a generous prize giveaway from Cheryl and Mick Goss and their world 

famous Hartford House in the KZN Midlands. You can win a midweek night for two in one of Hartford’s gloriously  

appointed rooms, with breakfast, worth R6,000. Details at the end of this article. 

In its heyday as home to more than 900 horses belonging to owners across 22 time zones from Japan to the 

United States, Summerhill Stud and its associated hotel, Hartford House, was the Midlands’ most visited tourist 

destination.  

An average of 60-70 people signed the visitors’ roster 

at its historic main gate on a daily basis, and while that 

number included the plumber, the electrician and de-

livery vehicles, the principal magnet was its horses 

and its hospitality.  

 

The world economic slow-down and a conscious deci-

sion on the part of its proprietors to “slow it down” a 

tad means the buzz is marginally less intense than it 

once was, but both of these establishments remain 

shrines to adherents of the sport of horse racing and 

to lovers of fine food, old whiskey and good conversa-

tion.  

 

In recent months alone, the roll call of thoroughbred 

aficionados include the “Gods” of the game, Gosden, 

Gold, Grimthorpe (as in “Lord”), Lascelles and their 

legions of wives and worshippers; Champion French 

trainer, Criquette Head and Aliette and Giles Forien, 

breeders of the 2018 Epsom Derby winner, Wings Of 

Eagles; Lord Risby (thus entitled for his work in British 

racing, among other things); Europe’s leading sales 

consignor, Henri Bozo; New Zealand legend, Gary Chit-

tick of Waikato Stud; famous Australian horsemen  

Jamie Inglis & Peter Orton, and shortly, Kent Barnes of 

Shadwell America, as well any number of the local turf 

faithful.  

 

One of Summerhill’s modern-day favourite attractions 

is its Al Maktoum School Of Management Excellence, a 

rare institution in the training and equipping of man-

agement aspirants in equine studies in a world which, 

while populated by the rulers of countries and the  

doyens of international business, is sadly    (to page 2) 
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BETTING WORLD’S LATEST: 
 

CHAMPIONS CUP, GR1, 27 JULY 

 
15-10 (16-10) Buffalo Bill Cody 

18-10 (16-10) Rainbow Bride 

7-1 13-2 Soqrat 

10-1 (9-1) Undercover Agent, Cirillo 

16-1 Eyes Wide Open, Twist Of Fate, 28-1 others 

 

MERCURY SPRINT, GR 1, 27 JULY 

 

18-10 Kasimir 

11-2  Bold Respect 

7-1 Celtic Sea 

17-2 Chimichuri Run, Frosted Gold  

10-1 Snowdance, 12-1 and better others. 

Summerhill Mornings. 

HARTFORD HOUSE (fm p1) 

 

lacking in facilities of this kind. 

 

In pursuit of the norms and standards the School has 

embraced and the philosophies and culture that char-

acterizes its foundations, another batch of enterprising 

young people has enrolled for the 2019 academic 

year, thanks largely to the generosity of the Mary Op-

penheimer & Daughter’s Foundation, without which it 

could no longer serve its intended purpose in these 

difficult times. And this time, they have come not only 

from within the boundaries of Southern Africa, but from 

the Rhineland, two enterprising young German ladies, 

Dorothea Zurbrüggen and Amelia Hemsteg, who’ve 

enrolled for a compressed course in practical stud 

management. 

 

In a recent speech delivered to a Durban audience of 

more than a 1000 students, Summerhill’s Mick Goss 

marvelled at his and his wife Cheryl’s good fortune at 

having inherited from their parents an appreciation of 

the value of good people. “It’s one of life’s privileges to 

go to work at 6:30 every morning with some of the best 

citizens on the planet. The realization that they are 

among the most intuitively talented horsemen any-

where, led us to invest in their education.  

 

“Like most things in our lives, our efforts had humble 

beginnings. We started with a crèche, a night school in 

life skills and literacy for some of our lesser educated 

adults, and a primary school with our neighbours. 

When the “prep” produced two mayors and a junior 

international athlete from only 65 pupils, we knew we 

could fly. Human beings deserve a place in space, not 

just doggy-padding around the earth. To that end, we 

have awarded more than 60 international scholarships 

to our people, and close to 100 have devoted more 

than ten of their best working years to the service of 

Summerhill.” 

 

“And so we built our School Of Management Excel-

lence, the best facility of its kind in the southern hemi-

sphere. This year our students will hear the wisdom of 

several professors, and they will learn all the lessons of 

the text book world. They will also learn about life and 

the leadership lessons of the street; they will be re-

minded that good people don’t need managing, they 

just need inspiring. That an essential ingredient of 

leadership is authenticity. True, authenticity doesn’t 

necessarily make you a good leader, but you can’t be a 

good leader for very long without authenticity.”  

 

“Finally, our people will tell you we teach history the 

wrong way around. The first thing we should learn as a 

child is that we are all part of the same human race. 

The last thing we should be saying is that we are Na-

talians, that we are Protestant or that we are of a par-

ticular racial ancestry.” 

 

“I have to confess to being in awe of your generation, 

chaps. You are more worldly and far smarter than we 

were. Nothing is beyond reach these days, that when a 

scientist tells you something is possible, he’s probably 

underestimating how soon it will happen. If he tells you 

it’s impossible, he’s probably wrong. “ 

 

“Your generation knows better than ours, that the 

world is very different to the one you were born into, 

that next year’s, no, next month’s, will be different 

again. You know too, that much of the commercial 

world is the preserve of “big business”, and while 

South Africa is home to many world-class companies, 

they can sometimes be sleepy old places dominated by 

accountants and actuaries nursing warm gins and ton-

ics. In tomorrow’s speak, we have to             (to page 4) 
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TIJNHUIS, at Hartford. 

HARTFORD HOUSE (fm p2) 

 

be quicker and smarter than our lunch, 

otherwise we are the “lunch”. 

 

“Of course, there’s a great big world out 

there, brimming with opportunity, and you 

know not to let your schooling interfere too 

much with your education. Besides, you 

understand that there is a danger to victo-

ry. Being gracious in defeat, as in victory, 

is not a characteristic that defines the 

modern sports era. So we should ask  

ourselves, “What happened to being a 

good sport?”. 

 

“The one thing I can leave you with from 

my own life then, is that hard work is the 

only passport to an honest living. Passion 

is the only ticket to the game. If you don’t 

have it in your bones, you shouldn’t be on 

the field”.  - tt. 

WIN BED & BREAKFAST 

FOR TWO AT MULTIPLE 

AWARD-WINNING  

HARTFORD HOUSE 

WIN A ONE-NIGHT, MIDWEEK STAY 
FOR TWO AT GLORIOUS HARTFORD 

HOUSE IN MOOI RIVER, KZN  
MIDLANDS 

Prize includes bed and breakfast and is 
worth R6,000. 

HOW TO WIN: 

 

Send your name, details and the mail  

address of ONE new subscriber to:  

editor@turftalk.co.za.  

 

Kindly ensure your new subscriber is not 

already on our list, and that they are aware 

of being added. Closing date is 31 July. 

Judges decision final. No correspondence 

entered into. There is no hat, so winner will 

decided by random choice, with name 

probably drawn from a glass bowl. 

SEE WHERE YOU MAY BE GOING... 
http://www.hartford.co.za/  

Sheikh Mo and sixth wife 

in custody battle 
 

IN a highly unusual move, Sheikh Mohammed of Dubai and  

Princess Haya of Jordan have issued a statement regarding their 

divorce proceedings. The couple decided to speak out after exten-

sive media coverage of their split, and have confirmed that their 

upcoming courtroom legal dispute is regarding their children's wel-

fare.  

 

A two-day hearing in London's High Court is due to take place on 

30th and 31st July. The statement, issued through the court, con-

firmed: "These proceedings are concerned with the welfare of the 

two children of their marriage, and do not concern divorce or fi-

nances." 

Sheikh Mohammed, the 70-year-old billionaire is also the founder 

of the successful Godolphin horse racing stable. 

 

Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein, 45, is the daughter of the former 

King Hussein of Jordan, and the half-sister of King Abdullah II of 

Jordan, who is married to Queen Rania. She is the Sheikh's sixth 

wife following their 2004 marriage in Amman, and mother of his 

two youngest children, 11-year-old Sheikha Jalila and seven-year-

old Sheikh Zayed. He reportedly has 23 children by his different 

wives. Princess Haya is now said to be living with her children in the 

family's £85-million home in Kensington, after reportedly fleeing 

Dubai earlier this year.  - Hello Magazine. 

SHEIKH  Mohammed and Princess Haya. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za.
http://www.hartford.co.za/
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BHA launches integrity education online 
The British Horseracing Authority (BHA) has launched a new online Integrity Education Programme designed to 

help protect participants and inform the racing and betting public about how they can help to protect the  

integrity of British racing. 

The programme aims to provide participants and the 

wider public with easy to understand information about 

how the integrity of British racing is safeguarded. 

 

The purpose of trying to improve knowledge in this area 

is to both offer protection against potential integrity 

threats and help to prevent participants from inadvert-

ently acting in a manner which falls short of the sport’s 

Rules. 

 

The programme is also designed to educate the wider 

public about some of the key integrity issues in the 

sport and how the BHA works to combat them. 

 

The online platform lists key integrity issues: 

 

The BHA’s integrity and regulation capabilities 

Equine anti-doping 

Corrupt approaches and inside information 

Betting practices 

Drugs and alcohol 

 

With a suite of videos explaining the processes and 

people involved, as well as interviews between former 

jockeys and members of stable staff and racing broad-

caster Nick Luck in which they share their experiences 

and give advice. 

 

There is also an online self-assessment tool so those 

using the site can test their knowledge, though both 

the test and the programme more generally are an op-

tional aid for participants rather than a mandatory re-

quirement. 

 

Chris Watts, Head of Integrity at the BHA, said: “This 

programme has been a number of years in the making 

following a recommendation in the 2016 Integrity Re-

view and above all is designed to help and protect  

participants and educate the betting and racing public. 

 

“We’ve gone to great lengths to try and ensure that 

what can be some technical and complicated areas of 

our integrity work are explained in as clear and easy to 

understand a way as possible. 

 

“Hopefully all those who use the website will come 

away with a greater knowledge of how we work to keep 

racing fair and clean, which will help them both to 

avoid inadvertent breaches of the Rules and provide 

guidance should they be faced with a potential integrity 

issue in the future.” 

 

Nick Luck, who was involved with the project, said: “As 

such, this is an excellent initiative from the BHA, and 

one which is likely to block off certain avenues for  

corruption.”  - BHA. 

ARE YOU A GOOD TIPSTER? 

Come and Prove It Here! 

YOU would’ve noticed we’re not carrying tips today, for 

one simple reason: We’ve been getting a hiding, and 

we’re taking a break!  We do, however, want to give you 

the opportunity of proving what a good tipster YOU are. 

So here’s your chance. Impress us. Send us your four 

selections for each Race, in order of preference, for 

any of this weekend’s local meetings. Choose either  

Greyville or Kenilworth on Saturday or Turffontein on 

Sunday, but make sure your selections reach us by 

10am tomorrow, Friday 27 July. No prizes yet, but  

bragging rates if you do well and a chance of getting 

your tips published more often, and establishing  

yourself. Please help out, we’re on the canvas, punch 

drunk! Send selections to editor@turftalk.co.za. The 

first two sets of selections received will be published, 

rest will be monitored.  - tt. 

Thunder Snow to impress US cynics 
 

GODOLPHIN’s Thunder Snow, back-to-back winner of 

the Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates Airline 

(G1) for trainer Saeed bin Suroor, cleared quarantine 

and enjoyed his first gallop on the Oklahoma training 

track yesterday in preparation for his start in the $1 

million Whitney Stakes (G1) on August 3 at Saratoga 

Racecourse. 

 

Thunder Snow, third last time out in the June 8 

Runhappy Metropolitan Handicap (G1) at Belmont 

Park, will make his first start at Saratoga in the 1800m 

Whitney, which boasts a talented list of possible con-

tenders, including McKinzie, Mr. Buff, Preservationist, 

Quip, Vino Rosso, and Yoshida. 

 

“A Group 1 at Saratoga is a very tough race to win, but 

I like my horse,” said bin Suroor from Dubai. “I like how 

he is doing and liked his last piece of work. I think he 

will run his race.”  - horseracingnation. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za.
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Newsworthy in 1960 

FROM the days of Beetlemania, Barbie Dolls, Afro’s and  

Turtlenecks: This little treasure from the major Sunday paper 

features Merle Sparks (later Jayes), whose father Jackie  

saddled a weekend winner. Note the reference to Miss 

Sparks wearing a “mauve trilby”. How times have changed! 

KIEFER Sutherland is next in our series on celebrity horse  

lovers. The legendary actor and star of the hit TV show, “24” is 

a keen roper and has been featured in many magazines and 

competed to a high level. He’s attributed all his success to 

having good horses, but this guy can really ride. He’s won the 

US Team Roping Championships twice, and stables several 

horses on his 900 acre Montana ranch. Horses feature  

prominently in his blockbusters Forsaken, Cowboy Up, The 

Cowboy Way and To End All Wars. 

Tough guy is a proper horseman 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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