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BUFFALO Bill Cody: Big test Saturday. 

Fans expect another extravagant run from 

showman Buffalo Bill Cody 
WILLIAM “Buffalo Bill” Cody (1846 -1917) was a bison hunter and showman from Kansas who performed stage 

shows with cowboy themes. His equine namesake, an import by Redoute’s Choice, has won his races like a true 

showman, and with his extravagant performances has built up an enthusiastic following among racing fans. 

Following his 3.25-length slamming of top-level cam-

paigner Cirillo in a comeback run over 1600m at 

Turffontein on 7 July, bookmakers slashed Buffalo Bill 

Cody’s odds for Saturday’s Gr1 Champions Cup over 

1800m at Greyville from 3-1 to 2-1. 

 

Betting World cut the colt’s odds to 16-10 joint-

favourite with the battleship Rainbow Bridge, and  

considering the other super runners in the field – 

Soqrat, Undercover Agent, Twist Of Fate et al, this is an 

indication of public confidence.  

Racing fans have enjoyed a superbly exciting season 

with terrific runners and the crowning of a superstar in 

Do It Again. They’d love to see out the term on a high 

note with the welcoming of a new star on the block. 

Mathew de Kock said from Randjesfontein this  

morning: “Buffalo Bill Cody is flying. He’s completed his 

work, he will have a light stretch tomorrow and he 

leaves for Durban on Friday.” 

 

Mike de Kock, who has been overseeing Soqrat’s work 

at Summerveld, commented: “This will be Buffalo Bill 

Cody’s acid test. I was incorrectly quoted that he is  

better than Hawwaam, that has not been proven yet. 

Hawwaam and Soqrat have already proven how good 

they are, but Buffalo Bill still has to do it in the big 

league. We’re throwing him in the deep end. He’s 

earned his merit rating in handicaps, this is a big step 

up and we’re confident he’ll run a good race, but he’s 

in a power field, it won’t be easy.” 
(to page 2) 
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BUFFALO BILL (fm p1) 

 
Collateral lines of form through Cirillo puts Buffalo Bill 

Cody right on top of all his rivals, and although there is a 

feeling that Cirillo was below his best last time, Buffalo 

Bill is still a big factor on form alone, even if one were to 

cut the 3.25 length win to a length, in theory. In reality, 

the way he won suggested the winning distance could 

have been five lengths or more. 

 

De Kock said: “The win over Cirillo after a rest was  

exceptionally good, Buffalo Bill was really impressive. 

He’s had a proper prep for the first time in his career, 

he had niggles before so we’ve always had breaks in his 

preparation. But this time things look good. What could 

be a concern is that Saturday is his second run back, 

but that only the race will show. Win or lose, I know 

what we have in this horse, whatever happens we  

haven’t got to the bottom of him yet and if he continues 

on his path of uninterrupted preparation we’ll see a 

serious horse next season.” 

 

He said about Soqrat: “He’s had a few rides that were 

below par in my opinion. He’s a top horse, has enjoyed 

a good prep too and who knows, if he sees out the 

1800m he can go close. It’s a really good race though, 

he looks in good form but he’s had a long season. He 

faces quality runners and there are no pushovers here.” 

 

De Kock also fields two-year-od Frosted Gold against his 

elders in Saturday’s Gr1 Mercury Sprint over 1200m, 

something we haven’t seen a lot in this country. He 

said: “The Mercury is a strong race, but it is contested 

on weight-for-age terms. In Australia they race their two-

year-olds at this level all the time. Frosted Gold is a  

decent galloper, he has the mettle and we’re willing to 

give this race a full go.” -tt 

 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST: 
 

CHAMPIONS CUP, GR1, 27 JULY 

 
16-10 Rainbow Bridge, Buffalo Bill Cody 

13-2 Soqrat 

9-2 Undercover Agent, Cirillo 

16-1 Eyes Wide Open, Twist Of Fate 

28-1 and better others 

 

MERCURY SPRINT, GR 1, 27 JULY 

 

18-10 Kasimir 

11-2  Bold Respect 

7-1 Celtic Sea 

17-2 Chimichuri Run, Frosted Gold  

10-1 Snowdance, 12-1 and better others. 

Global View, Ascot Stud. 

READERS’ LETTERS  

Expand your views! 
 

FOLLOWING your article on South African stallions and 

their fees, just a reminder that we stand two stallions, 

Global View whose progeny have sold extremely well 

so far— up to 1,3 mill for a colt and 650k for a filly and 

being by Gallileo who is sweeping all before him this 

year in Europe out of a Storm Cat mare. This is the 

same cross as the hottest first season sire in Europe 

this year by Gallileo out of a Storm Cat mare Glenea-

gles.  Global View stands for R5000 Nom R15000 live 

foal The second is the first season sire Heavenly Blue, 

an impressive Gr1 winner of the SA classic by Thrice   

Australian champion Snitzel out of an El Prado mare, 

Heavenly Blue was trained by Mike de Kock and is an 

imposing big exciting addition to the stallion ranks in 

South Africa  

 

-Ashley Parker, Ascot Stud  

 

In your last edition of Turf Talk re stallions I was  

surprised there was no mention of Vercingetorix who I 

think is a stand out 1st season sire who you would 

have hardly expected to have had the 2-y-o winners 

that he has had.  

 

-A.G., Durban 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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HERE’s a horse in mint condition for Saturday’s Gr3 e-Lan Gold Cup over 3200m at Greyville. It’s Anton Marcus’ 

mount Doublemint, snapped at Justin Snaith’s Summerveld ring on Monday by the ever-present Candiese 

Marnewick.  

SEA Of Class, fought hard. 

Top filly Sea Of Class  

succumbs to colic 
 

TRAINER William Haggas paid a heartfelt tribute to 

Sea Of Class after the Classic-winning filly lost her 

brave battle with colic. 

 

Last year's Irish Oaks winner underwent surgery 

after being struck down with the life-threatening 

illness two weeks ago, but despite the best  

possible care, her condition deteriorated on Mon-

day morning. 

 

"She was a marvellous filly and obviously she had a 

huge amount of ability," said the Newmarket  

trainer. 

 

"She was very intelligent and very clever. 

 

"She fought very hard, but today has been a sad 

day." 

 

Sea Of Class won four races in a row in 2018, cul-

minating in the Yorkshire Oaks, and then got within 

a short neck of catching Enable in a pulsating re-

newal of the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe at ParisLong-

champ in October.  - Sporting Life. 

@turftalk1 

Vaal Selections, Tuesday 

Race 1: (1) Balletto (14) Wiley Kim (8) Kisumu (9) Princess 

Nicole 

Race 2: (12) Royal Escapade (9) Minister Without (16) 

Nordic Queen (6) Great Prosperity 

Race 3: (5) Bullsade (1) Folk Dance (4) Comaneci (6) 

Scent Of Evening 

Race 4: (1) Miss Tycoon (3) Laconia (2) Shezahotti (4) 

Buildinh Bridges 

Race 5: (2) Turf Master (1) Gold Griffin (5) Voodoo (4) 

Smart Deal 

Race 6: (9) Galactic Warrior (11) Talktothestars (1) Val-

bonne (7) Starflash 

Race 7:  (6) Celestina (5) Ocean City (4) Memphis Belle (1) 

What A Red 

Race 8: (8) What A Joker (4) Dread The Dragon (12) Prince 

Of Promise (11) Now and Forever. 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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ROXY Joubert posted this photo on Facebook and wrote: “I 

followed my heart and it led me to my horse…”. The horse in 

question, Gabanna, based at Rox-Shel Equestrian Centre in 

Cape Town, received some extra heat on a cold winter’s day. 

Home after a spectacular raid 

THERE is no reason to dispute trainer Justin Snaith’s  

assessment that Do It Again ranks among South Africa’s  

greatest thoroughbreds of all time. Here is the champion  

stepping on a New Turf Carriers Float at Summerveld on Mon-

day en route back to his home base at Philippi in Cape Town. 

He will be enjoying a break before Snaith reveals future plans. 

Turning up the heat... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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