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The best view in the house! 
GUEST COLUMN BY ALISTAIR COHEN 

ALISTAIR Cohen: SA’s world-class race caller has an affinity for Kenilworth. 

IF you are reading this, you are like me: sick for the game. You love racing as much as I do, you care for racing as 

much as I do, you want it to thrive as much as I do. 

I honestly believe we have the resources in South Africa to get back 

to the glory days my father told me about. No, not filling a racecourse 

to the brim every day, those days are long gone. Look at international 

sports stadia, they hardly get three quarters full.  

 

It’s so easy and risk free to sit at home and have a punt and a drink. 

But ours should be a sport where a minimum of questions are asked 

because we trust what’s going on. A sport in which horses, not  

fashions, are glorified on front pages and the people in charge have 

the best interests of racing at heart.  

 

The future of this great game is hazy in South Africa but with the right 

questions being asked with no fear of being shunned and the correct 

decisions made, we can get everything back on track.  

 

We all need to pull together and work for the same goal. We need to 

expose anybody who is in the way. Look at the Tour de France, and 

the cyclists that tarnished the sport and are now irrelevant and not  

allowed near a bicycle again. Those who put us in a similar position 

must not be allowed near an office or a horse again. Simple. 

“We all need to pull  

together and work for 

the same goal. We 

need to expose  

anybody who is in the 

way.” 

But let me get to the purpose of this 

article, which per my brief was to give 

my best few and worst calls of the 2018-

19 racing season.  

 

It has been a crazy 12 months on the 

racet rack with some awesome  

memories. Let me start with some good 

done by my colleagues.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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HAWWAAM wins Champions Challenge. 

ALISTAIR COHEN (fm p1) 

 

The best race of the season was undoubtedly the  

Green Point Stakes. Rouvaun Smit’s call was excellent. 

Four of the best horses in the country racing to the line 

together is a thrill and anything can come out of a caller’s 

mouth. He got it spot on. 

 

I also thought Sheldon Peters’ call of the July this year was 

his best July call ever. “Do It Again is a born leader”.  

Perfect. 

 

Now to me. I love commentating. It’s what I’ve wanted to 

do since I heard David Raphael call London News win the 

QEII Cup back in 1996. I will happily travel around the 

country and call every day if I was told to. I dislike calling 

from the studio though. I get uneasy with only having a TV 

to rely on. 

 

I love the big race days. For some reason I get into a zone. 

Racegoers love it too. Some weird and wonderful people 

visit the commentary box to watch us call. Sometimes 

they’ve cleaned out the bar out before arriving. Poor Nico 

Kritsiotis offered to relieve me on Champions Day (12  

races is taxing) and as the horses started loading for the 

Computaform Sprint about five lost, drunk guys made their 

way up. They stood in front of the TV and blocked Nico’s 

view of the start through the binoculars.  

 

What comes out of my mouth is unprepared. Richard 

Hoiles told me it’s hard enough to tip a winner. How hard 

must it be to preempt how a race will be run?  

 

You can memorise your colours, learn your horses but you 

have to let the race unfold. I do come up with some unique 

comments but they may have been borrowed from a song 

and the lyrics tweaked slightly. Or from reading a book. Or 

from listening to another sports commentator. 

I love calling in Cape Town. I don’t know why. I’ve 

probably done only five races at Kenilworth and two 

full meetings at Durbanville.  

 

I was lucky enough to travel to Cape Town for the 

L’Ormarins Queens Plate festival and Jehan  

Malherbe let me call a race. (“Do what you like and 

how many you like, son.”)  

 

I called race 4 on the Friday of the festival, won by 

Indi Anna. It was a Maiden Plate and not a race 

that produced any horses of substance but that 

was a call I enjoyed. 

 

I also thoroughly enjoy going to Port Elizabeth when 

I get the chance. It’s not called the Friendly City for 

nothing.  

 

Fairview is a tough place to call though. The angle 

isn’t easy and the commentary box is low, so per-

ception is a challenge, it’s a bit like Scottsville. But 

when I went down for Derby weekend in May I was 

most happy with the race won by Carlita. Mainly 

because when Bernard Fayd’Herbe was sitting with 

a “double handful” at the 400m so I was able  

to label the horse as a winner long before they hit 

the line. 

 

I’m also happy with my commentaries when  

Candice Dawson has a winner. It’s hard to 

keep your emotions in check when your  

girlfriend’s horse is about to win.  
 

No matter what the expectations are for a horse, I 

still want her horses to run well and when they look 

like winning it’s natural to be excited. I don’t want 

to get over the top in my calls. So I rather go over 

the top when I chat to her on the phone after the 

race. 

 

My worst call of the season was the Summer Cup 

won by Tilbury Fort. Plenty of fans complimented 

my commentary but I  didn’t agree. I was seriously 

annoyed about it.  

 

You want to make a big race call memorable but I 

didn’t here. I remember seeing yellow and black 

through my binoculars making a run but thought 

“that’s too far back. He might run a place.”  

 

I was crazy to doubt what a horse trained by Sean 

Tarry and ridden by Lyle Hewitson could do. But as 

they always say in racing, “You never stop  

learning!” That’s the way it is for us race callers, 

too!  - tt. 
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Heversham Park’s Mentorship 

to Equine Science student 
HEVERSHAM Park Farm of Gauteng has introduced an  

Equine Management Mentorship for previously  

disadvantaged individuals interested in racing and breeding. 

 

It was announced this weekend that Japhta Kghaphola was 

the recipient of the first Mentorship and Heversham Park’s 

Nigel Riley commented: “There is a dire shortage of  

previously disadvantaged persons working in the racing and 

breeding industries and we are proud to be playing our part 

in developing these needed skills for our industry.” 

 

Kghapola (22), who hails from the remote Burgersfort region 

in Limpopo, has just completed the two-year course in  

theoretic modules of a National Diploma in Equine Science at 

the Tshwane University of Technology. 

 

He didn’t grow up around horses and said his interest was 

stimulated when he watched show-jumping televised from 

the London at the 2012 Olympics. “I was fascinated by the 

size of horses and how they managed to get those big bodies 

over the jumps. One thing led to another and I jumped at the 

opportunity to enroll for Equine Sciences. 

 

“I am grateful to Heversham Park, I need one practical year 

to complete and receive my diploma. I was pleasantly  

surprised to hear of their offer. It’s a dream come true” 

 

Riley said: “Japhta will be resident on the farm and he will be 

getting hands-on involvement in stud farm and stable  

management, foaling, covering, feeding and all the aspects 

of a breeding operation. He will be receiving a stipend.”  - tt. 

JAPHTA Kghaphola, first recipient of Mentorship. 

Star Catcher’s SA connection 
 

FRANKIE Dettori won the Gr1 Irish Oaks for the 

fifth time as Star Catcher held off the challenge 

of Fleeting at the Curragh on Saturday. 

 

The winner of the Ribblesdale Stakes at Royal 

Ascot had been supplemented for the big race at 

a cost of 40,000 euros. 

 

Star Catcher (7-2), trained by John Gosden, won 

by half a length from the Donnacha O'Brien-

ridden Fleeting (9-2) with 5-2 favourite Pink Dog-

wood third. 

 

Victory was Gosden's third success in the past 

eight runnings of the race. It was a masterclass in 

front running from the 48-year-old Dettori on 

what was his 22nd wedding anniversary. 

 

Of interest to South Africans is that Star Catcher 

is a daughter of Sea The Stars from Lynnwood 

Chase, a mare by Horse Chestnut.  - BBC Sport. 

STAR Catcher with owner Anthony  

Oppenheimer and jockey Frankie Dettori. 

Falcons bag NYC Rider Cup 

THE KZN Falcons were victorious for the first time in the 

New Turf Carriers Rider Cup jockeys challenge at Greyville 

after Anton Marcus and Keagan de Melo came home 1-2 in 

the final leg Race 6. Marcus won convincingly on Gimme A 

Cohiba, While De Melo was runner up on Gibraltar Green.  

 

The two-time defending champions, Highveld Hawks, made 

a great start and led after two legs. 

 

But the Falcons won both of the final two events to run out 

convincing winners with 161 points. The Cape Eagles fin-

ished second on 135 points and the Hawks last place on 

130 points.   - TAB News. 
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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R2R and CPYS entry forms  
 
ENTRY forms for the 2019 CTS Ready To Run Sale 

and the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale are  

available for downloading from the CTS  website. 

 

The potent and popular Ready To Run Sale will take 

place on Friday, 22 November at Durbanville  

Racecourse, with the R2R Gallops preceding the 

event on Thursday, 21 November. 

 

As announced, the prestigious Cape Premier Year-

ling Sale (CPYS) will be held a week after the 

Queen’s Plate on 16 January 2020, when a strong 

local and international presence of buyers is  

expected. 

 

For more information, contact Kirsty at CTS: 

Tel: 021 873 0734, Cell: 064 628 0443, Fax: 086 

663 7084, E-mail: kirsty@cthbs.com. 

 

Download 2019 R2R Entry Form here 

 

Download 2020 CPYS Entry Form here 

National 2-y-o Sale: Catalogue online 
 

THE catalogue for the 2019 National 2YO Sale is now live 

online and can be viewed at www.bsa.co.za. The hard 

copy of the catalogue is also out and ready for use. 

Traditionally, one of the South Africa’s best value for  

money sales, and most prolific producers of high class 

racehorses, the National 2YO Sale has produced a  

remarkable array of stars over the years, with past gradu-

ates including such notable G1 winners as Asylum  

Seeker, Bela-Bela, Dane Julia, Irridescence, Jackson, J J 

The Jet Plane, Noah From Goa, River Jetez, and The 

Apache. (This year’s sale will see a full-brother to the mul-

tiple G1 winning Equus Champion Bela-Bela go through 

the ring in the form of Lot 267). The 2018 National 2YO 

Sale has already unveiled some top-class prospects –

including July Day’s G2 Zulu Kingdom Explorer Golden 

Slipper winner Cockney Pride (Querari –Lovely Jubbly) and 

that exciting filly has a full-sister on offer in the form of 

Jubble Bubble (Lot 228).  - BSA. 

Gr3 CHAMPAGNE Stakes winner Nastergal (Duke Of Marmalade) with her connections from Ridgemont/

Highlands, Craig Carey (left), Wayne and Ross Kieswetter.  The jockey is Greg Cheyne, who has reached the 150-

winner mark for the season. Nastergal caused a 10-1 upset and trainer Candice Bass-Robinson commented: 

“We’ve been playing around with distances but she ran a good race over 1000m after a rest and had the ability 

to win a race like this. She’ll have a break now, and we’ll keep her to the shorter trips. She was switched off  

today and enjoyed the soft track condition. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:kirsty@cthbs.com
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2019/downloads/CTS%20RTR%20Sale%20Entry%20Form%202019.pdf
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2019/downloads/CTS%20RTR%20Sale%20Entry%20Form%202019.pdf
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2020/downloads/CTS%20CPYS%20entry%20form%202020.pdf
http://www.bsa.co.za/catalogue.php?url=20192yo
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Looking back it’s so bizarre... 

LEVEL 42 sang, “It Runs In The Family”, as shown in this little 

treasure from Snaith Racing. They tweeted today: “They say 

once horses are in your blood, they remain for generations. 

Justin Snaith, pictured left, some 35 years ago, and his  

daughter Emily pictured right with Do it Again today.  

Protesting against the protestors 

ANTI-horseracing protests are commonplace at US race tracks 

these days and it was good to see a pro-racing group at the 

gates of Del Mar racecourse in San Diego at the weekend. 

One poster said: “Horseracing put my son through college!” 

Another read, “Retired racehorses helped my son with 

P.T.S.D”. It’s the Sport of Kings. And a sport for the people! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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