
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  TUESDAY 16 JULY 2019 

HALEY Turner on Thanks Be, Royal Ascot. 

The whip debate flares up once more 
IF racing’s rules are to work they have to be enforced properly, writes BRIAN O’CONNOR of Irishracing.com. 

There's no point in trying to apply those rules if it pays to break them. That's plainly ridiculous.  

The problem with racing's whip regime is that it pays to 

break it. Counter arguments about nuance and degree 

and flexibility are redundant against such a contradic-

tion. The whip rule is racing's spare p---k at a wedding. 

 

English trainer Charlie Fellowes opened up the debate 

yet again last week when arguing that his first Royal 

Ascot winner, Thanks Be, should have been  

disqualified because jockey Hayley Turner used her 

whip four strokes more than the permitted seven. 

 

Fellowes argued that changing social attitudes mean 

use of the whip is becoming more and more of a PR 

own-goal. That's a subjective opinion many of us  

happen to agree with it. But in terms of regulating whip 

use he had objective logic on his side when arguing 

that disqualification for exceeding the number of  

permitted strokes is required to change behaviour. 

There are legitimate although hardly conclusive  

arguments against banning whips for anything but 

safety and correctional purposes. However imposing 

limits and then permitting jockeys to benefit from ex-

ceeding them - with commensurate pay-offs for own-

ers, trainers and punters who've backed the horse - is 

a fudge that achieves neither one thing nor the other. 

 

Fellowes' contribution reheated an old debate that 

once again prompted suggestions about racing being 

so unique a proposition that logic doesn't have to  

apply to it. I'm sorry but logic must apply. And it's  

because it does that the most important contribution 

came from Turner herself when conceding she  

wouldn't have ridden Thanks Be like that if it meant a 

two or three month ban. 

 

In order to be effective any regulation requires a pen-

alty strong enough to deter those tempted to break it. 

For years now that hasn't been the case and we're left 

with a self-defeating hotch-potch which leaves the 

sport wide open to accusations of expediency. When 

the stakes are rich enough jockeys will       (to page 2) 
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breach the rules. Turner's admission  

indicates that's no accident. 

 

Arguing that jockeys can't count to seven in  

Britain, or eight here in Ireland, or five in 

France, is an insult to their intelligence and 

ours. Jockeys ride to the culture that applies. 

If the culture is created whereby exceeding 

the limit means disqualification then one or 

two controversial cases might occur before 

minds get quickly concentrated. Jockeys ride 

to rules that are enforced. 

 

Fellowes held up Christophe Soumillon's whip-

happy rides on Thunder Snow in the Breeders 

Cup Classic as an example of grisly abuse of 

the stick. He has a point although leaving the 

jurisdiction for an example was hardly  

necessary. Even the blessed Frankie Dettori 

has been known to get heavy handed on his 

US trips! 

 

But Soumillon is still the top rider in France 

where the stroke limit is five. He rides within 

the rules there, although presumably if the 

pay-off is big enough he will break them  

without fear of disqualification. His Thunder 

Snow spin however does shows his  

willingness to really cut loose when permitted. 

 

That also casts doubt on those claims about 

the modern whip being little more than some 

sort of tickling stick - otherwise why use it so 

enthusiastically when allowed if its effect is 

supposedly so limited? 

 

Speaking of Frankie Dettori—he's going to be 

in Killarney on Wednesday. The last time he 

was in The Kingdom was 21 years ago at a 

track that doesn't even exist now - Tralee. 

There was genuine excitement at the time 

about someone so box office riding in Kerry. A 

crowd of 6,000 turned up. It will be interesting 

to see if the Italian superstar adds to the gate 

in Killarney. 

 

He should because over two decades later 

he's possibly even more box office and is  

racing's one truly recognisable figure. It 

doesn't hurt either that he's riding as well as 

ever. That's some feat at 48.  - tt. 

RAINBOW Bridge, 16-10 favourite with the sponsors for  

Saturday week’s World Sports Betting Champions Cup, has yet 

to be confirmed a runner and punters might want to hold their 

fire until a final decision is made. 

  

Eric Sands said on Saturday: “He was off his manger for a  

couple of days after the Vodacom Durban July and, although he 

was trotting sound, he had a little bit of warmth in one joint. 

  

“He is fine now but I am only going to run him in the  

Champions Cup if everything is 100%. He is only turning five, he 

is not an over-raced horse and we want to keep him going as 

long as possible. But by the same token it is a Grade 1 and we 

are not going to run away from it if we can go.” 

  

If he does line up, Gavin Lerena will be first call – “I thought he 

rode a good race in the July and he settled the horse well but 

he may have other commitments.” 

  

Sands, who sent out Jungle Warrior to win what was then 

known as the Champion Stakes at Greyville back in 1988,  

believes that Rainbow Bridge was adversely affected by the 

delay at the start in the July. 

  

He is not claiming that his horse would have beaten Do It Again 

– “We were beaten fair and square but the second loading was 

a killer. He was sweating up before the first loading but he was 

bouncing and ready to go. I know that the reloading played 

against a lot of horses but Rainbow Bridge is not the type of 

horse to whom you can say ‘Come back and go in again.’ ” -

Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

RAINBOW Bridge, not an official Cup runner yet. 

Decision pending on  

Rainbow Bridge for Cup 

TURF TALK’S TIPPING COLUMN WILL RESUME ON THURSDAY 
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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R2R and CPYS entry forms  
 
ENTRY forms for the 2019 CTS Ready To Run Sale 

and the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale are  

available for downloading from the CTS  website. 

 

The potent and popular Ready To Run Sale will take 

place on Friday, 22 November at Durbanville  

Racecourse, with the R2R Gallops preceding the 

event on Thursday, 21 November. 

 

As announced, the prestigious Cape Premier Year-

ling Sale (CPYS) will be held a week after the 

Queen’s Plate on 16 January 2020, when a strong 

local and international presence of buyers is  

expected. 

 

For more information, contact Kirsty at CTS: 

Tel: 021 873 0734, Cell: 064 628 0443, Fax: 086 

663 7084, E-mail: kirsty@cthbs.com. 

 

Download 2019 R2R Entry Form here 

 

Download 2020 CPYS Entry Form here 

Eastern Cape Equestrian Race Day Fundraiser 
THE Port Elizabeth Polocrosse grounds are home to both the Equestrian sports of Eventing and Polocrosse. Both 

Clubs are non- profit organizations that depend on membership fees, funds raised through competition events 

and various fund raisers throughout the year to keep the Clubs afloat.  

The Club and grounds need constant upkeep and 

maintenance to keep them in running order and between 

the grounds maintenance, building maintenance,  

electricity, water, vehicle maintenance and the various 

equipment needed for both sports there is a lot of money 

needed each month to keep everything running smoothly 

and with the members solely responsible it does become 

expensive.  

 

The Race Day has been organized to help raise the  

needed funds and we’ve tried to incorporate a day that 

involves the ability to raise money, but also give the indi-

vidual and businesses getting involved an event with a 

difference and a good return for their hard earned cash as 

well! 

 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE ON THE DAY : 

 

OPTION 1 :  R5000 

RACE SPONSORSHIP (8 RACES ARE AVAILABLE) 

 

• 10 seater table 

• Lunch for 10  

• 2 Bottles of wine and pre lunch snacks on the table 

• Racecards, tab sheets and information to help you  

table enjoy their day 

• The right to advertise and, or market your brand along 

the entry drive to the racecourse (+/- 200m), in the park-

ing lot and in the actual venue 

• The naming rights to a race on the day as well as adver-

tising in the racecard  

• The option to do the post race interview of your named 

race and to give your brand some airtime, which is nation-

ally and internationally viewed. 

 

OPTION 2 : R3000 

 

LUNCH TABLES (12 AVAILABLE) 

 

• 10 seater table 

• Lunch for 10  

• 2 Bottles of wine and pre lunch snacks on the table 

• Racecards, tab sheets and information to 

help you table enjoy their day  

 

A day at the races is a wonderful opportunity to 

have good fun and as mentioned a bit earlier do 

something out of the ordinary 

 

• It’s a great occasion to treat office staff 

• It’s also the a good opportunity to entertain cli-

ents 

• It’s a social day, but it’s easy to discuss ideas, 

have a short meeting and still have fun 

• As far as the Race Sponsor tables are con-

cerned, it is great value for money as far as the 

advertising is concerned 

 

 

For more information, or to get involved, please 

contact either Kate 082 656 3116 

(kate.peskens@gmail.com) or  

Nadine Low Ah Kee 083 784 1233 

(nadinerapson@gmail.com). 

- Media release. 
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Erin-Lee likes to land on her feet 

APPRENTICE Erin-Lee Watkinson, who holds a degree in  

Industrial Engineering but would much rather carve out a  

career as a jockey, eloquently spoke about her recent foot 

injury on Twitter, saying: “I only got a month back in the  

saddle doing what I love but lightning has struck twice. This 

time the heel is fractured in the same foot as before.  

Disappointing is an understatement. Have to stop landing on 

my feet.”  

“Ever eat a bird?” 

A dietary consultation 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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