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Cross border bloodstock similarities evident 

in a maelstrom of wonderful sport 
IT’s hard to concentrate. I’ll try. But a lot has happened in the past week or so. 

Fans in Trafalgar Square after England won the Cricket World Cup .  (Peter Manning/Alamy Live News). 

While DO IT AGAIN (SAF) was doing it again, the great 

mare ENABLE (GB) was beating a girl and lots of boys 

up the Sandown hill in the Group 1 Eclipse (stiff 

2,000m) which happens to be a favourite race of this 

correspondent. The history of the Eclipse would be an 

article all by itself – duly pencilled in. 

 

ENABLE is being aimed at an unprecedented third Arc. 

Before that she will contest the King George and 

Queen Elizabeth Diamond Stakes (2,400m) at Ascot 

later this month when the Classic Generation takes on 

the older horses for the first time. 

 

ENABLE’s chief opponent is likely to be CRYSTAL 

OCEAN (GB), now “World Top Rated”  in those Lon-

gines rankings (newly issued for races up to 7thJuly) 

that are beginning to make a bit more sense now that 

the European season is happening and June  

performances have been rated. 

 

DO IT AGAIN sits 16th with their (Longines) rating of 

120 – HAWWAAM has the same rank and rating.  

ENABLE was well below her best in the Eclipse season 

opener, needing the run while powerfully winning a 

Group 1 over a stiff 2,000 metres instead of the full 

classic distance. She is 7th at 123. WINX is still joint 

2nd on 125.  

 

CRYSTAL OCEAN (BY Sea the Stars out of a Mark of 

Esteem mare – hands up all whom I have  (to page 2) 
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DO It Again (left) and Enable, world class. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

bored to death about Mark of Esteem being a brilliant 

broodmare sire) is clear top on 127 based on the 

Group 1 Prince of Wales Stakes at Royal Ascot last 

month. 

 

For around 9 hours yesterday, the Cricket World Cup 

Final at Lord’s held the attention of a vast audience 

including a packed full Trafalgar Square and a large 

chunk of Hyde Park. 

 

That England won the Cricket World cup it is cause for 

celebration and great emotion, whilst recognising that 

it was won on count-back after a tied match and a tied 

“super over”. It could have gone either way at any time 

but will rank as one of the great sporting contests, 

played in the best possible manner at a fabulous ven-

ue. 

 

During that 9 hour period, Djokovic beat Federer at 

Wimbledon in an extended 5 setter – comparably as 

colossal as the cricket match in adjusted context and 

to be watched in the wee small hours after writing this 

– and Lewis Hamilton beat Jim Clark’s record by  

winning his 6th British Grand Prix at Silverstone in front 

of 141,000 people (350,000 across the race, practice 

and qualifying days) – ditto, although I had that on a 

screen and earpiece during the cricket. 

 

At the busy July Sales in Newmarket last week, all of 

these events were anticipated, along with the Falmouth 

Stakes (Gr1) and the July Cup (Gr1) for which we were 

on course. 

 

The pleasure resulting from having such a menu of 

events in the British Season was not, however, the  

reason for fairly buoyant prices at the sales.  

 

The racing (= horses in training) majority of the 900 

strong catalogue spread over three days was support-

ed mostly by overseas buying. Various Middle East, 

Australia and a long list although not South Africa,  

sadly.  

 

The breeding day started off weak as usual – and pre-

sented opportunities of which we took exciting ad-

vantage – but soon hotted up with the better in-foal 

mares making (IMHO) 20/30% more than they should. 

 

The apparent health of the market masks a reality of 

weakness at middle and lower level – a reality that in 

UK is similar to that reality in South Africa, albeit on a 

different scale.  

 

In South Africa the progeny of very good sires are often 

shunned. “They don’t want them” is the standard 

phrase about sons and daughters of this, that or the 

other perfectly respectable stallion. That phrase  

actually means “You can’t get a fair price for a good  

individual by...”.  

 

The fundamental reason for this is that there are insuf-

ficient buyers to go round and the real ones can pick 

and choose the fashionable ones – or buy yearlings by 

the less fashionable sires for a third or a quarter of 

their production cost. Obviously that is unsustainable; 

therefore logically the progeny of those sires will cease 

to exist other than as produced by a few breeders not 

working to a bottom line. 

 

We have already seen an announced decline in foal 

registrations for 2018 from 3200 to 2500 – but  

actually less – and can predict a further drop in 2019 

which we have discussed in this column before.  

 

Instead of the smaller crops of foals being populated 

by progeny of a spread of stallions, the result will be a 

very damaging polarisation. Sales companies already 

contribute to that polarisation by deciding that this or 

that stallion is insufficiently successful to accept at a 

level. 

 

The argument goes that even though a yearling might 

have a very good family and be a good individual, and 

be the product of a careful mating by a knowledgeable 

breeder, the market will not want him/her because of 

the fashion quotient of the sire and therefore the  

turnover (and commission earnings) will not be as high 

as wished. 

 
The net effect is that sales companies (not only in 

South Africa) are effectively telling breeders which  

stallions (not) to use and presenting a narrowed set of 

options to buyers. 

to page 3 
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MOUILLE Point, a gorgeous young mare who won for Markus Jooste before changing colours made 100,000 

guineas in foal to Kodiac carrying a colt. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 

 

This polarisation is occurring in UK and  

Ireland on a larger scale. When stallions  

covered 60/70 mares per season, decent 

mares were spread around more. The  

concept of a “Trainer’s Horse” at the yearling 

sales was widespread.  

 

Now, with books for cheap sprinting types 

exceeding 200 – aiming for 2 year olds - and 

the same number for very expensive top 

commercial sires like Dark Angel (€85,000) 

and Kodiac (€65,000), Trainers Horses are 

squeezed out of sales. 

 

With a foal crop the size of South Africa’s, we 

are in danger of minimising breeders’ and 

buyers’ choices and of failing to emphasise 

the importance of broadening the gene pool 

by 

 

(a) studying the overseas pedigrees that 

are already in the country instead of 

rejecting them as unfamiliar and  

(b) (b) more widely discussing these  

issues in bloodstock media for the 

benefit of trainers-as-bloodstock-

agents and owners who do not  

independently research. 

 

DO IT AGAIN is out of a mare by Casey Tibbs. 

Bet she wasn’t commercial.   - tt. *Apologies for quality, please enlarge page to view. 
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Nicola Lloyd said it on  

behalf of a legion of fans 
 

WHEN Jeff Lloyd packed his kit for the last time to ride 

at Doomben Racecourse in Brisbane, Australia, last  

Saturday, his wife Nicola wrote a stirring tribute: 

 

“The big day has finally arrived and what more can I do 

than stand along with the rest of the world and applaud 

you with great pride. The little boy from Epping who had 

never touched a horse, went on to be one of the most 

successful, inspiring and loved jockeys.  

 

“Your 43 -year career saw you win 18 Major  

premierships across the globe, 94 Group one races, 

hundreds and hundreds of Group 2 and 3 races, around 

5500 winners, break the all-time Queensland record, 

ride 7 winners in a meeting on four occasions as well as 

so many 5- and 6 timers, and become the oldest jockey 

in the history of Australian Racing to win a Jockey Prem-

iership.  

 

“You have broken numerous records and done amazing 

things, especially after a life-threatening stroke at 51. 

And continuing to be an outstanding professional  

athlete at your current age of nearly 58, retiring as the 

Reigning Champion of the last 4 seasons. 

 

“However, those are all just statistics that will stand the 

test of time but the part I am proudest of is the mark 

you have left. Respected and admired by Racing offi-

cials, Trainers, fellow Jockeys and Racing Staff for your 

hard work, honest, humble nature, but also for your 

sense of humour and ability to laugh at yourself. Always 

wanting to learn and never putting yourself above any-

one.  

 

“Being the wife of a jockey isn’t easy - I’m not going to 

lie. I have seen you take the most horrific falls, I have 

seen you take slow and difficult steps to claw your way 

back from a stroke. I have seen you insulted, abused 

and disappointed.  

 

“However, you have always put a smile on your face and 

conducted yourself with such dignity. Sometimes things 

didn’t work out in a race or you made a split second 

error in judgement, but I’m proud to say that your win 

strike rate has remained phenomenal throughout your 

long career. 

 

“To you it has never been about the pay cheque or the 

glory, your unending passion and work ethic is  

something that can only be admired. I’m so happy for 

you that your dream of retiring on top and on your own 

terms has come true.  

 

“The children and I, along with the rest of our family and 

all your friends are so very proud of you. You may always 

be known to all in Racing as “The Guv”, but in our eyes 

you will always be “The G.O.A.T” - The Greatest of All! - 

tt. 

JEFF Lloyd at 17, 1978. 

RETIREMENT Day: Nicola’s face says it all! 

PASSING Of The Saddle: A gesture from father Jeff to 

son Jayden, whom all racing fans hope will continue 

the legacy.  
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For more info: Roxy Joubert 072. 229.7738. 
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R2R and CPYS entry forms  
 
ENTRY forms for the 2019 CTS Ready To Run Sale 

and the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale are  

available for downloading from the CTS  website. 

 

The potent and popular Ready To Run Sale will take 

place on Friday, 22 November at Durbanville  

Racecourse, with the R2R Gallops preceding the 

event on Thursday, 21 November. 

 

As announced, the prestigious Cape Premier  

Yearling Sale (CPYS) has been brought forward to 

16 January 2020. 

 

For more information, contact Kirsty at CTS: 

Tel: 021 873 0734, Cell: 064 628 0443, Fax: 086 

663 7084, E-mail: kirsty@cthbs.com. 

 

Download 2019 R2R Entry Form here 

 

Download 2020 CPYS Entry Form here 

Bezrin relative wins July Cup 
 
IMPRESSIVE three-year-old Ten Sovereigns 

(No Nay Never) showed his class when run-

ning out an outstanding winner of  

Saturday’s Gr1 Darley July Cup at  

Newmarket. 

 

In capturing the July Cup – a race won previ-

ously by such star sprinters as Abernant, 

Pappa Fourway, Thatch, Marwell, Sharpo, 

Never So Bold, Stravinsky, Mozart, Oasis 

Dream and Muhaarar – Ten Sovereigns cat-

apulted to near the top of the sprinters list in 

the Northern Hemisphere. 

 

Ten Sovereigns’s third dam is the Capote 

mare Darling Flame, whose progeny include 

the KZN based stallion Bezrin (Danzig), a 

French stakes winner who ran third in the 

(now G3) Prix du Pin. Bezrin has established 

himself as a somewhat underrated stallion, 

coming up with a number of talented  

performers in a stud career which has seen 

him stand at several different farms in two 

provinces. 

 

Best known perhaps as the sire of Gr2 Peer-

mont Emperors Palace Charity Mile winner 

Bezanova, Bezrin is also responsible for the 

stakes winners Jimmi Choo (Storm Bird 

Stakes), Too Phat To Fly (Sweet Chestnut 

Stakes), Tetelestai (Umngeni Hcp twice), 

Celtic Fire (Memorial Mile twice),  All Ablaze 

(Ibhyai Stakes) and Thunderflash (Gr3 

Champion Juvenile Cup). Bezrin currently 

stands at Hadlow Stud for St John Gray.—

KZN Breeders. 

Expensive buy wins at Scottsville 
 

THE price paid for a yearling at auction goes more to confor-

mation and pedigree in the hope that it has some ability. As Dean 

Kannemeyer pointed out before his R4.5 million yearling buy, 

Seventh Gear, won the second at Hollywoodbets Scottsville  

yesterday, “there are plenty of million-rand duds around. I think 

that it’s a bit unfair to put pressure on the trainer just because 

the horse was bought for a lot of money.” 

 

But Seventh Gear is no dud although he has some way to go  

before he recoups his purchase price on the track – but the signs 

are good.  

 

A magnificent physical specimen, the colt still looked a little  

underdone in the paddock but finished off his race smartly as he 

and the luckless High Voltage fought out the finish with the  

balance of the field in another race. 

 

Seventh Gear is unlikely to be seen out again this term,  

Kannemeyer intimating that the colt would be put away and 

prepped for the Cape summer with the Gr1 Cape Guineas and 

Gr1 Cape Derby on the radar.—Andrew Harrison/Gold Circle. 

SEVENTH Gear (Keagan De Melo), enjoyed 1400m. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:kirsty@cthbs.com
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2019/downloads/CTS%20RTR%20Sale%20Entry%20Form%202019.pdf
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2019/downloads/CTS%20RTR%20Sale%20Entry%20Form%202019.pdf
http://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2020/downloads/CTS%20CPYS%20entry%20form%202020.pdf
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Not in breach of any rules 

GAVIN Lerena is very chuffed with his new breeches,  

sponsored by Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein, and while 

these are the largest breech banners we’ve seen, they are 

well within the rules and Jockeys Association Chairman Tex 

Lerena said: “We can go even bigger than that. All that’s  

required is that we inform Tellytrack of new sponsors as a 

courtesy and to avoid possible conflict of advertisers.” 

The Tin-Horse Highway 

WHAT started as an authentic community campaign to  

promote the annual Kulin Bush Races has become one of 

Western Australia’s most popular self-drives. Cheeky tin  

horses have been made by local community members out of 

bit and pieces found lying around farms and reflect the  

humorous side to the Wheatbelt lifestyle. It’s a bright open-air 

gallery of eclectic equine art. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


10 

 


